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No. 332. 

Reference to previous Report , Annual Series No. 156. 


CHINA. 

TAIWAN. 

Conbut Warren to the. Marquis of Salisbury. 

My Lord, Taiwan, February 28 , 1888 . 

' I have the honour to forward herewith my Report on the Trade of 
tide Fort during the year ended December 31, 1887. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PELHAM L WARREN. 


Taiwan Trade Report for 1887. 

The total value of the trade in 1887 was 694,7581., being 88,1751. in Slight in- 
excess of the previous year. Imports improved to the extent of 8,9151., create in value 
whilst the increase in exports amounted to 29,2601. °f trade. 

The sugar crop was unusually large-, amounting to about 104,000 
tons. Of this only 32,944 tons were exported in foreign bottoms, the L^Wsagar " 
remainder being carried by junks to various ports on the mainland. So crop, 
large an export by junk has hitherto been unknown, and is only to be Export by 
explained by the unequal incidence of the new lekin tax, which enabled junk larger 
native craft to compete successfully with foreign ; the result being that tll an by foreign 
notwithstanding that the crop was the largest known, the foreign Uneomal 
tonnage employed was below the average of former years. There was incidence of 
an actual increase of tonnage employed as compared with 1886; but a lekin. 
veiy slight one, the total being 105,587 tons, as against 103,076 tons, pipping. 

The Japan market being rather more favourable than during the increase 
previous year, it was found practicable to run a steamer from Takow to 
Yokohama regularly during the sugar season, the trade hitherto having ateamer* fro m 
been carried on entirely by sailing-vessels. Takow to 

Of the sailing-vessels employed only 41 were British, as against 66 Yokohama. 
German, and 16 under other foreign flags. On the other hand, 66 British 
steamers found employment here, and 22 only of other nationalities j 
of these latter 6 were Chinese. As regards tonnage, Ihe division was 
67,689 British, against 37,898 under other flags, including Chinese. 

The average exchange during the year was barely 3s. 2d. to the Exchange. 
Mexican dollar. 

Imports. 

The total imports reached the value of 396,998/L Importa. 

The import of opium increased somewhat, although the table of q • m 
imports annexed to this report shows a falling-off. This is accounted Slightincrease 
for by there being 286 chests still in bond at the close of the year, the in import. 
Customs’ returns dealing only with drug that had been taken delivery 
of after paying duty and lfckin at the Custom-house. 

(423) 
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CHINA. 


Effects of 
Opium Con¬ 
vention. 


Native opium. 
Piece-goods. 
Slight in¬ 
crease in 
import. 
Proposed 
imitation of 
native cloths 
by the Bom¬ 
bay mills. 
Kerosene oil. 


Sugar. 

Market price. 

Large quan¬ 
tities carried 
in junks. 


Injury to 

foreign 

shipping. 

White sugar. 


Export to 
foreign 
countries. 
Turmeric. 

Idee. 


Hemp. 

Salt. 

Camphor. 


In consequence of the partial failure of the Persian opium crop, 
prices towards the close of the year were very high, so that the value 
of the opium imported, as shown by the table, was in excess of the 
value of the total import in 1886, and there still remains to-be added 
the value of the 286 chests in bond. 

There is nothing of interest to report concerning the opium trade 
here. Persian still holds its own, and Indian is little in demand. 

Since the coining into force of the Opium Convention, the trade here 
has shown a tendency to fall into the hands of Chinese merchants, some 
of whom purchase their drug at Hong Kong, instead of, as formerly, 
from foreign merchants at the port. 

Considerable quantities of opium are said to have been imported by 
junk into Lokkang, but there is up reason to believe that it has evaded 
duty or lekin. The import is probably simply against sugar exported 
in junks from the small ports in the neighbourhood of Lokkang. On 
the whole, the new system of collection of duty and lekin by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs appears to work well at this port. 

No further attempts have been made to introduce the cultivation of 
the poppy into this part of the island of Formosa. 

Cotton piece-goods, as shewn by the table of imports, have been 
imported to a somewhat greater extent than in 1886, but the trade is 
still unusually small and shows little signs of permanent improvement. 
Manchester imitations of native goods having failed, it is now proposed 
to try what can be done in this direction by the Bombay mills. 

The imports of kerosene oil has fallen to 81,016 gallons from 
131,880 in the previous year. 

Exports. 

The total export of sugar was 32,944 tons; of this 31,127 tons 
were brown and the remainder white. 

The market price for brown sugar ranged from 2 dol. 5 c. to 2 dol. 
75 c. per picul, or from 51. 10s. to 71. 5s. per ton. 

In March, the market was considerably affected in consequence of 
a large influx of junks into the small ports to the north of Taiwanfoo. 
These junks loaded sugar for various non-Treaty ports on the mainland 
and, being able to some extent to avoid payment of lekin, were in a 
position to pay higher prices for their sugar than shippers in foreign 
vessels could afford. The result was a falling-off in shipments by 
foreign vessels to Ningpo, Shanghai and Chefoo, as the districts 
usually supplied through these ports obtained their supplies direct by 
junk. The export of white sugar is at all times principally in the hands 
of the junk-owners, and the very small increase this year of the export 
in foreign bottoms shews,—taking into consideration the largeness of 
the crop—that the junks must have largely increased their trade in this 
direction also. 

With the exception of Hong Kong, which took some sugar—chiefly 
for re-export—and Japan, there was no export to foreign countries. 

Turmeric showed a falling-off, the total value of the export 
amounting only to 10,483/. as against 14,205/. in 1886. 

Rice was not exported to any extent, the crop having partially 
failed. 

The export of hemp, and various grasses increased somewhat, the 
value of the trade being 4,505/., whereas in 1886 it was only 2,481/. 

Salt, of which 38,793 piculs were exported in foreign bottoms 
during 1886, does not appear in the returns this year. 

In consequence of the renewal of the Government monopoly of 
camphor all efforts to revive this trade have failed, whilst the losses 
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of those who engaged in it have been very great, and the larger part 
of their camphor having been seized by the local authorities, the 
export has been practically nil No British merchant has ventured 
money in this direction. 

Some 600 junks were employed during the year in the trade/oak trade, 
between ports on the mainland and Taiwanfoo, Lokkang, and other 
ports on the west coast of Formosa. The carrying-capacity of these 
junks varies considerably. The largest carry 2,000 baskets of sugar, 
equal to, say 154 tons, and trade principally to Chiao-chow, a port in 
Shantung—the freight charged being 80 cents, a basket To Ningpo 
the freight is 60 cents, a basket, and to Amoy, Chinchew, Foochow 
and Wenchow 40-45 cents. To these last-mentioned ports junks, in 
addition to sugar, carry rice, oil-cake, sesamum and hempseea 

The effects of the lekin imposed on exports have been highly Lekin. 
injurious to the trade in general, nut on account only of the higher 
prices that ruled in consequence, but to a far greater extent from the 
unequal incidence of the tax. 

The levy was made with comparative facility on exports in foreign 
bottoms, whilst considerable difficulty was experienced in collecting it 
on junk cargoes. The result was that a large amount of produce 
shipped in junks avoided payment entirely, and the remainder paid at a 
reduced rate, the collectors accepting merely a nominal sum in order to 
avoid the trouble and expense of enforcing payment in full. As might 
have been expected, the export in junks increased enormously, to the 
detriment both of the foreign shipping trade and the Chinese revenue. 

71,000 tons of sugar alone are reported to have been thus exported 
from Taiwanfoo and the small ports to the northward, as against 32,944 
tons sent from the Treaty port in foreign bottoms. None of this sugar 
paid any export duty, and the lekin actually levied did not in most 
cases exceed 4 cents per picul. 

The export duty on brown sugar is 18 cents per picul, and the lekin 
9 cents, both of which were duly levied on exports in foreign vessels; 
the junks had, therefore, an advantage over foreign vessels to the 
extent of 23 cents per picul as far as duties are concerned. 

The Chinese authorities still insist upon their right to levy lekin on 
produce in the possession of foreigners at the Treaty port, and this has 
in some instances been paid under protest. In one case, the foreigner's 
cargo was seized, and, on his still declining to pay, was confiscated. 

As long as the Foreign Customs, Native Customs, and Lekin are in 
different hands, every fresh tax imposed will benefit native trade at the 
expense of foreign trade and Chinese revenue. The shippers in native 
craft are all in a position to make terms with the Chinese officials, in 
whose hands rests the collection of lekin and Chinese Customs' duties; 
whilst the foreign shipper is compelled to pay both tariff export duty 
and lekin in fulL 

A telegraph cable has been laid between Anping and the Pescadores. Telegraph*. 
A land line is in process of construction between Taiwanfoo and 
Tamsuy which, when completed, will place South Formosa in direct 
telegraphic communication with the outer world at Tamsuy, is already 
connected by cable with Foochow. 
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Rktubk of all Shipping at the Port of Taiwan in the Tear 1887. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Veesels. 

Tone. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Thus. 

British 

to 

6,878 

82 

26,007 

62 

82,890 

Chinese . 




1,201 

8 

1,201 

German . 


11,186 

' 1 

881 

81 

12,026 

Danish . 


1,644 


8,846 

11 

6,888 

Swedish-Norwegian 

mmm 

678 

■■ 

»•« 

2 

678 

TMhl ~ k .. 

82 

20,181 

£3 

81,944 

106 

62,076 

* lor 1888... 

60 

18,201 

48 

88,774 

86 

61,876 


OUAMD. 


NathmaQty. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Veesels. 

Tons. 

British 


7,247 

84 

27,662 

66 

84,908 

Chinese ». 


• •• 

J 

1,201 

8 

1,201 

Herman . 


10,648 

8 

891 

86 

11,684 

punish _ 

sin 

1,644 

6 

8,846 

11 

6,898 

Swedkh-NorWegian 

wmm 

679 


n 

2 

679 

Total M 

61 

20,018 

mm 



68,612 

„ for 1866... 

80 

18,078 


1 

Kfl 

61,101 


Return of the Principal Articles of Export from Taiwan doring 
the Years 1886-1887. 


Artidee. 

1987. 

' 1886. 

Quantity. 

Value in 
sterling. 

Quantity. 

Value hi 
sterling. 

Gmufkhnut cake 

Hemp. 

Lung-ngan palp . 

Salt . 

Sugar, brown. 

Sugar, white .. ^ 

Turmeric . 

Miscellaneous. 

Total exports. 

Re-exports— 

Foreign goods. 

Native produce . 

Total exports and re-exports 

Cwi. Ibs. 
12.906 8 

1,894 19 
8,614 87 

622,661 29 
86,829 84 
20,060 109 

£ s. 

2.704 0 

4,606 6 

8,988 0 

288,161 6 

80,869 0 

10,488 10 
7,064 10 

Cwt. lbs. 
8,706 21 
1,061 16 
8,698 26 
46,188 4 

481,986 66 
82,719 98 
29,180 82 

£ s. 
688 16 
2,481 5 

8,690 10 
8,478 10 
206,440 6 

27.118 0 

14,206 0 

6,£02 16 

... 

297,760 10 

4,009 16 
144 10 

e«e 

ns 

268,600 0 

10)499 19 
177 6 

... 

801,884 15 


279,176 16 


41 sterling equal to 4 Haihuan taels. 1 cwi. equal to 84 catties. 
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Rente* of the Principal Articles of Import into Taiwan during the 

Tears 1886-1887. 


Articles. 


Classifier 

•f 

quantity. 


1887. 


Quantity. 


Value in 
sterling. 


1886. 


Quantity. 


Value In 
sterling. 


Foreign gt> 

» Omm — 
lUlwjfc 
Benares 
Persian 
Turkey* 
•Skirtings, grey 


••S tee 


a* •»« 


"T-clotba 
•Camlets, English .. 
Kerosene oil 
Miscellaneous M 
Native produce— 

Mat and straw bags 
Medicines ... 
Nankeens ... 

. Silk piece-goods .. 


Cwt. Ibs. 
»# 

Pieces ... 
» •• 
»» •* 

QaiUe!! 


Pieces ... 
Value ... 
Cwt. ... 


40 88 
682 07 
2,366 28 
76 86 
21,721 
11,107 
10,974 
8,108 
81,016 


686,200 

•N 

eea 

27 17 


4,647 6 

68,464 0 

210,708 0 

8,861 10 
8,206 10 
6,809 16 
8,467 6 

7,914 6 

8,806 10 
87,460 6 

8,664 10 
6,564 6 

2,780 0 

97,820 6 


687 92 
1,206 67 
1,766 64 
10,610 
8,106 
8,787 
2,630 
131,880 


879,710 

eae 

272 20 

86 67 


60,144 6 

92,814 10 
188,222 0 
4,166 10 
4,715 10 
8,266 0 
6,484 10 
4,601 6 

66,817 10 

2,988 0 

8,761 16 
2,402 0 

6,667 0 

82,194 6 


Total imports 


896,998 6 


888,088 0 


* Beally a variety of Persian. 

61 sterling equal to 4 Haikuan taels. 1 cwt. equal to 84 catties. 


Table showing the Total Value of all Articles exported from Taiwan, 
and imported into Taiwan, from and to Foreign Countries during 
the Years 1886 find 1887. 


Country. 

lx porta. 

Import*. 

■ 

1887. 

1 

1887. 

1886. 

Great Britain 
'Bong Kong 

British America . / 
Japan 

United States 

£ t. 

80,166 16 
118,7*92 0 

a • 

£ #. 

22,709 6 
14,276 0 
77,409 0 
27,616 10 

£ a. 

822,247 0 

882 10 

• • 

£ #. 

807,82*8 10 

2,188 0 
a a 

Total,, 

148,968 16 

142,006 16 

828,129 10 

809,409 10 


£1 storling equal to 4 Haikuan taels. 
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ft 1 

• • 

ft ft 

Price* 

4d. 

No. 

457. Patras .* 

ft ft 


• • 

Price. 

Id- 

897. Naples 

• • 

4 ft 

f ft 

3d. 

468. Galveston 

• ft 

ft ft 

• • 

Id. 

898. Boat n 

• a 

4 4 

• • 

Id. 

4)9. Buda Pesth 

• ft 

ft ft 

• • 

Id* 

399. Hakodate 

u. 

4 4 

• ft 

Id. 

460. Madeira.. 

ft ft 

ft • 

ft • 

Id. 

400. Nautes 

• • 

ft 4 

4 ft 

Id. 

461. Warsaw.. 

ft • 

ft • 

ft# 

Id. 

401. Madeira 

• • 

• 4 

• ft 

Id. 

462. Paris 

ft ft 

ft ft 

• • 

2d. 

402. Hakodate 

• « 

ft ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

468. Baltimore 

a # 

ft ft 

• • 

Id. 

403.- Nagasaki 

• a 


ft ft 

Id. 

464. Philadelphia 

ft ft 

ft • 

• • 

2d. 

404. Hiogo .. 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

465. New Orleans 

• ft 

ft • 

ft ft 

2d. 

406. Tonga .. 

• • 

• t 

• 4 

Id. 

466. New Orleans 

• • 

• • 

• ft 

2d. 

406. Adana .. 

a t 

ft ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

467. Cherbourg 

ft • 

• a 

• ft 

Id. 

407. Valparaiso 

• « 

4 4 

ft ft 

Id. 

468. Buenos Ayres 

• • 

• ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

408. Bilbao 

• • 

4 4 

ft 4 

Id. 

469. Algiers •• 

ft ft 

• • 

• ft 

Id. 

409. Santiago 

• * 

ft ft 

ft ft 

Id 

470* lchang .. 

• • 

• • 

• ft 

Id. 

410. Paramaribo 

« • 

4 ft 

• • 

Id. 

471. Copenhagen 

• • 

e • 

• • 

Id. 

411. Nantes 

• ft 

4 • 

4 4 

Id. 

472* Athens 

• • 

# t 

• • 

Id. 

412. Bangkok 

f 4 

• ft 

ft 4 

Id. 

478. Cherbourg 


# • 

• • 

id. 

418. Yokohama 

• * 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

474 The Piraeus 

• t 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

414. Mozambique 

• « 

4 4 

• 4 

Id. 

476. Galatz .. 

ft ft 

• ft 

• • 

Id. 

415. Canton 


• 4 


2d. 

476. Tripoli .. 

• ft 

ft • 

• • 

Id. 

416. Kiungchow 

• • 

ft ft 

ft 4 

Id. 

477. Saigon 

• ♦ 

ft ft 

• • 

Id. 

417. Damascus 

ft 4 

4 4 

ft 4 

Id. 

478. Ser.jevo. . 

ft « 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

418. Syra .. 

• 4 

• 4 

ft ft 

Id. 

479. Brussels 

• • 

• • 

ft « 

2d. 

419. Aleppo .* 

• 4 

ft • 

ft 4 

Id. 

480. Bengazi.. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

420. Sandakan 

ft • 

4 4 

ft • 

Id. 

481. Odessa .. 

• ft 

ft • 

• • 

Id. 

421. Barcelona 

• 4 

4 4 


Id. 

482. Santa Domingo.. 

ft • 

• ♦ 

Id. 

422. Kftnigsbtrg 

4 4 

4 S 

ft ft 

Id. 

483. Rome .. 

• • 

• • 

ft • 

Id. 

423. Tabreez., 

M 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

481. Lisbon ,. 

ft ft 

ft ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

424. Guayaquil 

• ft 

• ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

485. Port Said 

• • 

ft ft 

ft ft 

2d. 

426. St. Petersburg 

• • 

ft • 

ft ft 

Id. 

486. Havre .. 

• » 

t • 

• • 

3L 

426. Tokio . • 

4 4 

4 • 

ft ft 

. Id. 

487. Boulogne 

• • 

• • 

• ft 

Id. 

427, Charleston 

• 4 

ft ft 

• ft 

Id. 

438. Callao • • 

• • 

ft ft 

• • 

Id. 

428. Amsterdam 

4 4 

ft ft 

ft 4 

Id. 

489. Barcelona 

• • 

ft • 

ft ft 

2d. 

429. Hamburg 

a 4 

ft • 

4 4 

4<L 

490. Boulogne 

• ft 

• ft 

• ft 

2d. 

480. Trieste .. 

t • 

ft 4 

ft ft 

Id. 

491. Taganrog 

ft • 

ft ft 

• • 

2d. 

431; New York 

4 4 

• • 

ft • 

2d. 

492. Kiungchow 

« • 

• • 

ft ft 

Id. 

432. Antwerp 

• 4 

4 4 

• 4 

Id. 

498. Sandakan 

ft • 

ft • 

ft ft 

Id. 

483. Munich.* 

4 4 

4 4 

• 4 

Id. 

494. Manila .. 

« ft 

t • 

ft ft 

Id. 

484. Buenos Ayres 

• • 

ft ft 

4 4 

Id. 

495. Sw&tow .. 

• # 

ft ft 

• ft 

Id. 

435. Warsaw*. 

• ft 

ft ft 

t ft 

Id. 

496, Guayaquil 

• • 

ft ft 

• ft 

Id. 

436. Porto Rico 

• • 

< ft 

ft ft 

Id. 

497. Rome .. 

ft ft 

ft • 

• • 

Id. 

437. RSunion 

• • 

4 4 

ft 4 

Id. 

498. Santos .. 

ft • 

• ft 

• ft 

Id. 

438. Lisbon *• 

• 4 

ft ft 

• 4 

Id. 

499. Boston •• 

ft ft 

• • 

ft ft 

Id. 

439. Venice .. 

• ft 

ft ft 

• ft 

Id. 

500. Aleppo .. 

• • 

• • 

ft ft 

Id. 

440. Christiania 

• 4 

4 4 

ft • 

fid. 

601. Bordeaux 

• ft 

ft ft 

• ft 

2d. 

441. Maranham 

* • 

4 ft 

• 4 

Id. 

602. Valparaiso 

• • 

ft • 

• ft 

Id. 

442. Sofia 

ft 4 

4 4 

ft ft 

Id. 

603. St. Petersburg 

t • 

ft ft 

• • 

Id. 

448. Copenhagen 

• • 

4 4 

• • 

Id. 

504. Rio de Janeiro 

• i 

• • 

ft • 

4d. 

444. Galatz • • 

• ft 

ft ft 

• ft 

Id. 

505. Brest 

ft ft 

ft • 

• ft 

Id. 

445. Tabreez*. 

• 4 

4 4 

• ft 

Id. 

506, Dunkirk . 

ft ft 

t • 

ft ft 

Id. 

446. BogotA .. 

• ft 

4 4 

ft 4 

2d. 

607. Genoa .. 

• ft 

« ft 

ft ft 

2d. 

447. St. Petersburg 

• 4 

4 4 

4 4 

8d. 

508. Beyrout.. 

• • 

ft ft 

• i 

Id. 

448* Nice *• 

4 4 

4 4 

• ft 

Id. 

509. Colonia .. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

449. Stettin .. 

ft ft 

ft 4 

ft ft 

2d. 

510. Marseilles 

• ft 

« # 

• ft 

Id. 

450. Fiume .* 

• ft 

ft • 

4 ft 

Id. 

511. Riukiang 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

451. Chinkiang < 

M 

4 4 

ft ft 

Id. 

612. Buda Pesth 

ft ft 

• • 

t 4 

2d. 

452. The Hague 

4 4 

4 4 

• 4 

Id. 

513. WAnchow 

• « 

• • 

t • 

lOd. 

453. Malaga .. 

4 4 

4 4 

ft 4 

Id. 

514. Coquimbo 

ft ft 

• • 

ft « 

Id. 

454. Taganrog 

4 4 

• • 

ft • 

Id. 

615. CnarLestod 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

455. Mozambique 

ft 4 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

516. Riga 

ft ft 

* • 

• • 

Id. 

456. Bogota •• 

4 • 

• ft 

4 4 

2d. 

617. Mollendo 

• • 

• • 

ft • 

Id. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
















No. 618. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 332. 


CHINA. 


TAIWAN. 


A ding-Consul Playfair to the Marquis of Salisbury . 

My Lord, Taiwan , February 25, 1880. 

I hate the honour to enclose my .Report on the Trade 
Taiwan for the year 1888. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. M. H. PLAYFAIR. 


Trade Report for 1888. 

The total trade of the port of Taiwan in 1888, including re-exports, 
and expressed in sterling, amounted to 093,7112., as against 703,9812. 
in 188/, showing a falling-off of 10,2702. This decrease is, however, 
more apparent than real, and is due to the fall in value of silver. The 
amount of laBt year’s trade in taels was 2,973,046 Haikuan taels, as 
against 2,815,924 Haikuan taels in 1887, so that, expressed in a silver 
unit of value, there has been an increase in exports and imports of 
157,122 taels. 

In this actual increase exports, mainly brown sugar, claim the 
largest share ; of imports, opium has increased in quantity but fallen 
in relative value; kerosene oil has nearly doubled in amount, while 
piece goods have diminished by about 6,500 pieces. A remarkable 
advance is observable in the export of Ltmg-ngan pulp, amounting to 
9,0002. This was due to the failure of the crop at Canton. On the 
other hand, ground-nut cake, which figured to the extent of 
12,906 cwta. in 1887, is absent from the list of exports in 1888; the 
export of camphor has trebled itself; the fluctuations in other articles 
have been so slight as to require no special notice. 

The total number of vessels which eutered and cleared is 194 in 
1888, as against 21L in 1887 ; of the former, 123 were sailing vessels 
totalling 40,144 tons, and 88 steamers totalling 65,443 tons, while in 
1888 there were ouly 79 sailing vessels of 31,030 tons, as against 115 
steamers of 77,705 tons, showing a total increase of 3,148 tons. 
The vessels employed in the trade last year were exclusively 
German and British, in the proportion of 71 of the former to 123 of 
the latter. Of the entries and clearances, 85 were British steamers, 
88 British sailing vessels, the corresponding numbers for the German 
shipping being 80 and 41. 

The steady demand which has set in from Japan and the ports of 

(643) 
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North China for South .Formosa sugar accounts for the increasing 
steam tonnage employed. 

The year 1888 was marked by an unusually good out-turn of sugar, 
the export of brown sugar in foreign bottoms amounting to 
733,130 cwts, as against 622,551 cwts. in 1887. The total out-turn 
was estimated at over 770,000 cwts., about 37,COO cwts. being exported 
in junks from Taiwan Fu and the non-treaty ports of Lokkang and 
Punkang. Of the brown sugar which passed through the foreign 
Customs, 52 per cent, was shipped at Takow, and 48 per cent, at 
Taiwan. It may be said that all Takow sugar is exported to Japan, 
and all Taiwan sugar to the ports of North Chino. By exception 
Taiwan sugar to the amount of 48,500 cwts. was last year shipped to 
Yokohama, the price in April being from 10 d. to 15 c. per picul lower 
than that of the Takow article, but it found no market in Japan, and 
this exception only serves to confirm the rule. The preference shown 
by Japan for Takow produce and by North China for that of Taiwan 
is merely sentimental, as may be shown by a curious circumstance in 
connection with the trade. A certain sugar district half-way between 
Taiwan and Takow sends its produce to one port or the other, accord¬ 
ing as the one or the other offers the best market to the producer. This 
particular crop is therefore sometimes exported as Taaow and some¬ 
times os Taiwan sugar. In the former case it is useless to send it to 
North China, but it is readily disposed of in Yokohama; in the latter 
cnso, Japan looks at it with disfavour while Tientsin accepts it 
willingly. 

The Takow market opened in January at 2 dol. 55 c. per picul for 
first shipments or 2 dol. 50 c. for forward delivery. At the latter rate 
a large business was done for Japan. By the end of March the rate 
rose to 2 dol. 80 c. and 2 dol. 85 c. Heavy shipments in May depressed 
the Japan market, and the balance of sugar in Formosa was kept back 
till July, when some 72,000 cwts. were shipped. The following were 
the average prices at Takow during the first half-year:— 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


Dol. c. Dol. c. 
2 55 to 2 60 

2 55 2 60 

2 60 2 824 

2 85 3 30 

S 00 2 fiO 

2 85 2 70 


The great feature of the year was the pressing demand for Takow 
sugar in Japan during the early part of the season. With the excep¬ 
tion of about 7,000 cwts. shipped to Chefoo, all Takow sugar went to 
Japan, Yokohama taking 358,110 cwts. and Kobe 13,146 cwts. 

When Takow prices sank in January to 2 dol. 50 c. per picul, 
business with Great Britain was nearly practicable. If the demand in 
Japan had not been so large, rates would probably have declined in 
March to 2 dol. 40 c. or 2 dol. 30 c., when, with the low rate of exchange 
prevailing, shipments to Europe would have taken place, and probably 
to Canada also. Business with the United States is rendered prac¬ 
tically impossible by the sugar rings in that country. 

At Taiwan the sugar trade is more in the hands of native shippers 
than at Takow, as the markets are the North China ports, where 
it is difficult for foreign sellers to compete with Chinese. The principal 
ports to which shipments are made are Chefoo and Tientsin, and a 
better grade of sugar finds a market at Shanghai and Ningpo. 

The market for “Tioug Tan ” (middling) quality, sent to Chefoo 
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and Tientsin, opened at 3 dol. 10 c. per picul, and 107,143 cwta. were 
shipped to Cbet'oo aud Tientsin in the lirst two months of the year. 

Prices dropped later to 2 dol. 80 c. and 2 dol. 70 c., and would have 
further declined had not the purchases before mentioned been made 
for Japan. Exports to Chefoo and Tientsin for the season reached a 
total of 132,752 cwts. and 131,233 cwts. respectively, which is an 
advance on previous years, but on the whole business was unsatisfac¬ 
tory and buyers backward, - owing to the widely-prevalent distress 
caused by the floods in Shantung. 

The total export of white sugar from Taiwan Fu was oven 45,000 cwts., White sugar, 
which has been about the average quantity for the past three years, but 
less than was customary before the Hong Kong refineries entered into 
the competition. Befiningby the rude native processes cannot compare 
for cheapness and efficiency with foreign methods, and there is likely to 
be a progressive decrease in the shipments of this article. The greater 
part of the above 45,000 cwts. was exported to Hong Kong, and re-ex¬ 
ported thence to native ports as foreign produce, so as to benefit by 
transit pass advantages on re-arrival in China. 

The mention of refineries makes this an appropriate opportunity to Attempt to 
point out that a considerable loss to Formosa,'China, and foreign sugar introduce 
markets is caused by the obstinate refusal of sugar growers, or more foreign crush- 
strictly speaking ; of the middlemen in the sugar trade, to accept and use ml1 ^ 
the improved appliances for crushing the cane and refining the juice, 
which have been brought to their notice, and even offered to them on 
extremely favourable terms by Europeans. In the native mills the Disadvan- 
sugar-cane has to be crushed three times, the process is slow, and the tageaofnative 
result inadequate. For by the use of certain inexpensive foreign P rocea8es - 
appliances, the juice might be extracted at one crushing, and there 
would be an increase of 30 per cent, in the quantity extracted. Yet, 
because the middlemen apprehend a diminution of their present profits, 
sugar remains, and is likely to remain, to the extent-of the percentage 
mentioned, a waste product in Formosa. The real explanation of this 
obstinate conservatism is that the sugar grower is not the sugar crusher. 

The latter is also at once middleman and mill-owner; he owns a trans¬ 
portable mill which is removed from one sugar farm to another during 
the crushing season; the extracted juice becomes the middleman’s pro¬ 
perty, a certain percentage of it being handed back to the farmer. It 
is perhaps only what might be expected that the middleman and mill- 
owner should object to the farmer becoming proprietor of a simpler and 
more effective mill of his own. Hitherto the foreign introducer of mills 
has only approached the sugar farmer with his wares. This, I fancy, is 
a mistake, and a more successful result might be obtained were the 
advantages of the foreign apparatus pressed on the attention of the 
native mill-owner. 

The question of improved methods of refining is cognate, but involves 
widely different conditions. The native process might easily be 
bettered, but it still would remain open to doubt whether the price 
of the out-turn could be sufficiently reduced to face with any prospect 
of success the competition of the Hong Kong refineries, even were 
improvements in crushing and refining to go hand in hand. 

In 1888 there was a marked increase in the shipments by steamer j ncreafie 0 f 
as compared with Bailing vessels. From Takow (and by exception shipments by 
from Taiwan) to Japan, steam carried some 300,000 cwts. as against steamer. 
100,000 cwts. by sail. To Tientsin the shipments were about 73,000 cwts. 
and 58,000 cwts. respectively. In the carrying trade to Chefoo sailing 
vessels still hold their own. Next ^ 

For various reasons next year's crop is not expected to exceed prospects bad 
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Opium. 


450,000 cwts., or 40 per cent, less th&n in 1888, and the quality is also 
expected to be deficient. The weather in the past summer was un¬ 
favourable, especially in August, when heavy rains prevailed. The 
insurrection in Central Formosa, during which much of the sugar 
country was laid waste and the growing crops burnt by the soldiery, 
will also contribute to the anticipated failure. For sundry reasons, 
likewise, merchants look for a falling-off in the demands from Japan 
and Chefoo. 

During the first three-quarters of the year the trade in opium in 
South Formosa maintained its usual level, but owing to the disturbances 
in the centre of the island there was a considerable falling off during 
the last quarter. 

The total import of all descriptions amounted to 2,551 chests, 
against 2,758 in 1887. There was a decrease in Malwa and Persian 
of 68 and 202 chests respectively, and an increase in Benares of 59 
chests. A few chests of Turkey were imported, but met with little 
favour from consumers, and the trade is not likely to increase excepting 
in the case of a scarcity* of Persian. 

Of the various kiuds of opium, viz., Malwa, Patna, Benares, 
Turkey, and Persian, only Benares and Persian are in any demand, and 
the latter commands the greatest sale. The reasons for this preference 
are mainly two: Firstly, the unit of sale is the picul in the case of 
Persian, and the chest in the case of Benares. But the chest of 
Benares, though up to the Government standard weight of 120 catties 
when it leaves India, only maintains this weight, for a few months, and 
does not turn out more than from 113 to 116 catties when eventually 
sold. Probably if the Benares opium were more seasoned before it left 
India, so as to be less reduced by keeping, the demand would increase. 

Secondly, after Persian opium has been once smoked, the ashes can 
be used again, which is not the case with Benares. 

To these main reasons it might be added that Persian opium is 
being yearly improved in form, colour, and quality, and that the 
Formosa population is poor, and therefore inclined to consume the 
cheaper varieties of the drug. 

During the first month of 1888 the market for Persian opium was 
brisk, the rates per picul being nearly 700 dol. These high prices 
induced a demand /or BenareB, which was relatively cheaper, ana thus 
the increased import of the latter is*accounted for. Later, the stocks 
of Persian were largely increased, the price being proportionally 
reduced, while rates in India were enhanced, and there was a consequent 
falling-off in the demand for Benares. By April the price of Persian 
had fallen to about 600 dol. per picul, while Benares stood at nearly 
500 dol. per chest. From May to August the market remained nearly 
stationary, ranging from 480 dol. to 511 dol. for Benares, and from 
510 to 535 dol. for Persian. 

In September the insurrection in Central Formosa was at its 
height, and consumers in that part of the island were cut off from 
them usual source of supply. Chinese dealers took advantage of the 
circumstance to import direct from Amoy and Tamsui to the sea-coast 
or the affected districts. As foreign firms were unable to forward any 
consignments by land, the roads being infested by banditti, British 
trade in opium was for a time at a standstill. 

By November the disturbances had come to an end, and the new 
consignments of Persian being moderate in amount, the rate went up 
to 620 dol., falling again to 545 dol. at the end of the year, owing to 
the market being then overstocked. 

The rates noted above are for the best quality of Persian opium. 
Prices for inferior kinds ranged from 300 dol. to 400 dol. ner picuL 
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The opium clauses of the Chefoo Convention have now been in force 
for some time, and the general result seems to be that the foreign 
merchant is becoming less, and less able to compete with the native 
dealer. 

During 1888 the number of chests sold by British firms was 1,674; 
by German firms, 264 ; and by Chinese 613, 

The following table gives the average prices, in bond , of Benares 
and Persian opium during the year:— 


Months. 


Benares (per chest). 

Best quality Persian 
(per picul). 



Dollar*. 

Dollars. 

January .. 

• • 

490 to 495 

690 to 675 

February 

• t 

515 

650 „ 655 

March .. 

* • 

615 t> 495 

620 

April 

• • 

495 

630 to 600 

May 

• • 

495 to 4871 

570 

June 

• • 

487*,, 480 

520 to 510 

July 

• • 

500 „ E07 

635 „ 530 

August .. 

• • 

507 „ 511 

610 „ 520 

September 


624 

530 „ 640 

October .. 

• • 

652 

625 „ 5*0 

.November 

• • 

576 

606 „ 685 

December 

• • 

570 

580 „ 640 


It should be pointed out that the Turkey opium, so called in the 
customs returns, is really a variety of Persian. The balls are wrapped 
in paper instead of being uncovered. The mistake arose some years 
ago when the drug in this form was first introduced into Formosa, and 
has been perpetuated since. 

In camphor the small trade from this port, which is chiefly in the Camphor, 
hands of one German firm, has appreciably increased, the value of the 
export having more than trebled. The Chinese officials have done all 
in their power to put a stop to the traffic by vexatious interference and 
unfounded charges against those engaged in it. They attempted at 
first to prevent all foreign share in the trade by declaring it a Govern¬ 
ment monopoly, biit all the representatives for the Treaty Powers at 
Peking have united in refusing to recognise such a pretension. Never¬ 
theless, repeated seizures of camphor in the hands of foreigners, 
employes have been made on this discredited pretext, and the prosecu¬ 
tion of the traffic remains up to the present involved in difficulties, 
owing to the unwarrantable proceedings of the Formosa authorities. 

The attempts of the Governor to raise revenue bv increasing the Insurrection, 
land-:ax fivefold resulted in an outbreak of determined opposition, and 
culminated in actual insurrection in the latter part of the summer of 
1888. The first rising took place at Pilam, a town on the 6outh-eaBt 
coast. The Chinese settlers there entered into an alliance with the 
neighbouring aborigines, and, in spite of the despatch of some 3,000 
troops, appear to have successfully held their own. What the result 
would have been in the long run is difficult to estimate, but the anti- 
Jand-tax movement having broken out in the district of Ohanghua in 
the very centre of the island, the authorities, it is believed com¬ 
promised the question at Pilam so as to have their bands free to cope 
with the much more formidable state of affairs at Cfcanghua. There 
was at one time a serious danger that Taiwan Fu might be involved, in 
which case the lives and property of foreign residents would have run 
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Effect on 
trade. 


Telegraphs. 


some risk, but in Central Formosa also the authorities ended by 
practically yielding to the popular outcry, and the obnoxious tax was 
virtually abrogated. 

Such a social convulsion could not fail to be detrimental to trade, 
the roads to the central and northern districts being closed for months, 
the telegraph wires which connect Taiwan Eu with the mainland being 
cut, and large stocks of goods, especially opium, being left on the mer¬ 
chants’ hands for lack of access to the customary markets. 

The telegraph line to Tamsui, extending thence by cable to Foochow, 
and so connecting Formosa with the rest of the world, is found to wrork 
very intermittently. Even before the rebels cut it north of Taiwan Ku, 
it was never in working order for a week at a time, and since the insur¬ 
rection the portion destroyed has never been repaired, though all 
disorder was at an end by the beginning of November. The country 
between Taiwan and Tamsui is undoubtedly difficult for the proper 
maintenance of the wire, being intersected at intervals by watercourses 
—dry in winter, but raging torrents during the rainy season. The air¬ 
line, consequently, is often interrupted from causes beyond human con¬ 
trol, and it ip, I understand, in contemplation to procure short sub¬ 
aqueous cables from England, wbereby the destructive effect of the chief 
torrents may be obviated. 

Apart, however, from the destructive agencies of Nature, the service 
leaves much to be desired. The line is allowed to remain unrepaired for 
over-long periods, and it is said the offices are unprovided with such 
testing instruments as are employed in other countries to determine 
without any unnecessary loss of time where a fault has occurred. This 
has to be effected here by sending a man along the line to discover the 
break, and is necessarily a lengthy operation. 

It is intended to connect the South Cape lighthouse with the rest of 
the system, not, however, by telegraph, but by telephone. The route 
has been already surveyed. This should be useful for the supply of 
meteorological information. 

The short cable from Taiwan Fu to the Pescadores has been inter 
rupted for many months, and there 9eems to be no immediate intention 
of repairing it. A second cable thence to Amoy is spoken of, and is 
badly wanted as an alternative to the Tamsui route. 

My thanks are due to the Imperial Maritime Customs for their 
courtesy in placing the manuscript returns of trade at my disposal; and 
to Messrs. Bain and Co., and Messrs. D. D. Ollia and Co., for informa¬ 
tion on the subjects of sugar and opium utilized in this report. 

Table No. I. — Ketcbn of all Shipping at the Port of Taiwan in the 

Year 1888. 


IimiD. 


Nationality, j 

8teain. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Total 
Value of 
Cargo in 
Sterling. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels-. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Brit '.i 

44 

29,249 

19 

7,290 

63 

38,639 

a 

320,270 

Chinese 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

German 

1ft 

9,037 

21 

8,405 

36 

18,042 

14,202 

Total entered 

50 

38,88G 

40 

15,696 

99 

54.581 

334,472 

„ for 1887 

43 

81,944 

f* 

20,131 

105 

52,075 

399,547 
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CLKiBtD. 


Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total, 

Total 
Value of 
Cargo in 
Sterling. 

Number of 
Veaeela. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Britlab 

41 

29.182 

19 

7,290 

60 

36,472 

4 

179,857 

Chinese 


HI 

see 

... 

see 

... 


German 

IS 

9,637 

20 

8,046 

66 

17,682 

179,682 

Total cleared .. 

66 

68.819 

69 

16,636 

96 

54,161 

369,239 

„ for 1887 

46 

66,499 

61 

20,018 

106 

63,612 

804,434 


Halkuao tael equal to 4*. 8 d. in 1888, and 5«. in 1887 


Table No. II.— Betubn of the Principal Articles of Import into 
Taiwan during the Tears 1888 and 1887. 






1 

1888. 

1887. 

Articles. 



Classifier of 







Quantity. 










Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign goods— 






4 


4 

Opium: Malwa 

... 


Cwts. 

... 

46-9 

8,844 

48*2 

4,821 

( , Benares ... 

... 

#»• 


aaa 

803 1 

48,366 

682*9 

68 454 

„ Persian ... 

aaa 

a* a 


... 

2,611*7 

181,868 

2,378*2 

212,983 

Turkey ... 
Shirtings, grey plain 
„ plain, white 

IH 

aaa 

... 

PiVce. 

aaa 

aaa 

6*7 
19,9110 

827 

7,764 

76*8 

21,721*0 

6,364 

8,206 

lai 

... 


aaa 

10,868*0 

6,372 

11,107*0 

10,974*0 

6,610 

T-doths ... ... 

aaa 

•a# 


aaa 

6,648*0 

1,673 

8,467 

Camlets, English ... 

aaa 

HI 

Gallons 

aaa 

8,637*0 

7,671 

3,109*9 

7,914 

Kerosene . 

«i« 

• »* 


150,802*0 

6,849 

81,0)6*0 

8,809 

Lasting*, plain 

••• 

... 

Pieces 

aea 

1,089*0 

1,769 

1,180*0 

2,208 

Balzarines, wool and cotton 

... 

«« 


440*0 

1,164 

761*0 

2,120 

Cement ... ... 

aaa 

a* 

Packages 


6,063*0 

3,644 

eea 

... 

Cinnamon. 

aaa 

aaa 

Cats. 


106*4 

966 


10 

Cuttlefish . 

aaa 

ae» 


... 

606*0 

1.841 

692*0 

1,687 

Flour ... 

aaa 

• •• 



2,441*0 

1,376 

aee 

1,046 

Ginseng, Coremn ... 

aea 

aa» 


aaa 

2*6 

717 

0*5 

188 

„ American clarified 

aaa 



38*0 

2 672 

40*7 

2,199 

Prawns, dried 

... 

a«* 



891 0 

1,274 

364*0 

826 

Miscellaneous « 

aa« 

... 



... 

22,721 

... 

27,280 

Total — 

aaa 

ea* 

aaa 


Sal 


... 

369,778 

Native produce— 









Begs, hemp, grass, and straw 

aaa 

Pieces 

aea 

888,170*0 

6,704 

866,070*0 


Medicines . 

aaa 


Value 

eae 

— 

4,760 

... 

6,664 

Silk piece goods ... 
Woollen and cotton mb 

... 


Cwts. 


20*0 

1,546 

27*2 

2,730 

t tores 


Pieces 


6,497 0 

1,813 

8,000 0 

1,864 

Grass cloth. 

• •• 

aaa 

Cwts. 

... 

166*0 

2,683 

163-0 

2.480 

Tobacco, prepared... 

... 


tt 

sea 

960*0 

2,977 

319*0 

1.307 

Miscellaneous 

eea 

... 

aea 


aee 

14,666 

aaa 

20,976 

Total... m* 

aee 

aaa 

aaa 


• aee 

66,469 

aaa 

69,769 

Grand total 

aea 

aaa 

aaa 


aee 

864,472 

—m 

699,647 
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Table No. III.— Return of the Principal Articles of Export from 
Taiwan during the Years 1888 and 1887. 





1888. 

1887. 

Articles. 


Classifier of 






Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Exports— 

Camphor . 

«•* •«« 

Cwts. 

1,144 

£ 

1,913 

281 

£ 

630 

Camphor wood 


Planks ... 

4,045 

1,417 

6,655 

1,811 

Ground-nut cake ... 

... ... 

Cwts. 

12,906 

2,704 

Hemp . 



i,S02 

3.492 

1,894 

3,515 

4,605 

Lung-ng&n pulp ... 

144 ••• 


11,916 


3 983 

Sugar, brown 

IM 

»» 

735,130 

277,013 
29, 17 3 

622,561 

238,161 

„ white 


«•'! •« 

43,636 

36,329 

20,061 

30 869 

Turmeric . 


... 

23,273 


10,484 

Miscellaneous 

. 

Hfl 


... 

4,613 

Total. 

. 

... 

... 

346,286 

... 

297,760 

Re-exports— 






6,559 

Foreign goods 



IM 

12,783 

... 

Native produce ... 

. 

... 

... 

170 


115 

Total. 

• •• •(« 

... 


12,953 


6,674 

Grand total... 

. 

. 


359,239 


304,434 


Table No. 17.— Showino the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Taiwan and Imported into Taiwan to and from Foreign 
Countries and Chinese Ports during the Yoars 1888 and 1887. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1388. 

1887. 

1388. 

1887. 


Great Britain .. .. . 

Hong Kong . 

J&p&Q ... *. • • *• 

£ 

8,544 

274,379 

2,553 

£ 

838,245 

882 

£ 

48,600 

151,909 

£ 

31,040 

118,792 

Total, foreign countries 
„ Chinese ports 

280,476 

53,996 

334,127 

65,420 

200,509 

153,730 

149,882 

154,602 

Total, foreign countries 
and Chinese ports 

834,472 

899,547 

339,239 

304,484 


Table No. V.— Import and Re-export of Opium for the Years 

1881-88. 


Description. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

Malwa . 

Cwts. 

• a 

Cwts. 

• • 

Cwts. 

• ♦ 

Cwts. 

43*25 

Cwts. 

46 90 

Patna .. •• 

58'57 

143 

• • 

• • 

• * 

Benares *.. 

655 81 

614*29 

637*82 

68 >*86 

803*07 

Persian. 

915-65 

688 58 

1,206*59 

2,378 21 

2,511*67 

Turkey. 

1,138*32 

1,603*24 

1,756*57 

76 76 

5*68 

Gross total imports .. 

2,768*33 

2,857*49 

8,600 98 

3,180 08 

3,366-32 

Total re exports 

21*06 

72*89 

13352 

53-97 

186*09 

Net total imports ., 

2,747*29 

2,784*60 

3,467*46 

8,126*11 

3,180,23 


(1250 5 | 89—H & S 648) 
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No. 



Price. i 

No. 



Price. 

587. Smyrna.. 

• • 

• 9 

a • 


645. Bourgas 

• • 

9 • 

• • 

id. 

588. Mannheim 

• • 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

046. St. Petersburg 

9 9 

• 9 

8d. 

689. Nagasaki 

• • 

9 9 

• 9 

Id. 

647. Taganrog 

« « 

9 • 

• • 

id. 

590. Hakodate 

• i 

• • 

» • 

Id. 

648. Baltimore 

• • 

• • 

• 9 

lid. 

591. Busbire.. 

•« 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

649. New Orleans 

•• 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

592. Chinkiang 

• • 

t • 

• a 

id. 

650. New Orleans 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

698. Pakhol.. 

»i 

• • 

• a 

Id. 

651. Samos.. 

• • 

• • 

4 • 

id. 

594. Hiogo .. 

• « 

f • 

9 9 

iid. 

652. BudarPesth 

• • 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

595. Bangkok 

• » 

, . 

9 9 

Id. 

653. Tripoli.. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

id. 

596. Serajevo 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

id. | 

654. Buenos Ayres.. 

• • 

• • 

id. 

597. Copenhagen 

• • 

• • 

9 » 

lid. 

665. Paris .. 

• • 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

598. Cephalonia. 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

*d. 

656. Cherbourg 

• • 

• • 

• * 

Id. 

599. Chefoo ,. 

• • 

f , 

9 9 

id. 

657. Warsaw 

• • 

• • 

• « 

id. 

600. Guatemala 

• • 

• « 

9 9 

iid. 

658. Rome .. 

• • 

. • 

• • 

lid. 

601. Tonga .. 

• • 

• 9 

9 9 

id. 

659. Saigon .. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

id. 

602. Tahiti .. 

• • 

9 9 

9 a 

Id. 

660. Buenos Ayres 


• • 

• t 

id. 

603. Stettin.. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

661. Galveston 

9 9 

# 9 

• • 

Id. 

604. Vera Cruz 

• • 

• • 

• a 

lid. 

662. Galatz .. 

9 9 

• « 

• • 

Ud. 

605. Christiania 

• « 

, , 

# # 

4d. 

663. Antwerp 

• • 

• « 

• • 

Id. 

606. Pernambuco 

• • 

, , 

• • . 

Hd. 

664. Boston.. 

• • 

• 9 

• • 

Id. 

607. Trieste.. 

• • 

1 • 

• * 

Hd. 

665. Madeira 

• • 

• • 

• 9 

id. 

608. Tunis .. 

• • 

• * 

•. 

id. 

666. New Hebrides 

• • 

• . 

id. 

609. Havana 

.. 

• • 

•. 

2d. 

667. Riga .. 

• 9 

* « 

• 9 

Id. 

610. Frankfort 

.. 

• • 

• a 

id. 

668. Charleston 

• • 

• 9 

9 9 

Id. 

611. Tabreez 

• • 

• * 

• • 

id. 

669. Algiers 

• 9 

9 9 

• m 

2d. 

612. Bilbao .. 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

670. Stuttgart 

9 9 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

613. Barcelona 

• • 

• • 

• 9 

Id. 

671. Havre .. 

9 9 

, , 

9 9 

3d. 

614. Tokio .. 

. • 

• • 

. 9 9 

Id. 

672. The Piraeus 

9 9 

• • 

9 • 

Id. 

615. Naples.. 

t • 

• a ( 

9 9 

2R 

673. Syra .. 

9 9 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

616. Batonm 

• • 

• • 

• • 

id. 

674. Boulogne 

• * 

* • 

• • 

Id. 

617. Odessa .. 

• • 

• • 

• a 

Id. 

675. Taganrog 

9 9 

t • 

• • 

2d, 

618. La Rochelle 

• • 

« • 

• 9 

Id. 

676. Wuhu .. 

* • 

• • 

9 9 

id. 

619. Rome .. 

., 

• « 

9 9 

Id. 

677. Batoum 

• • 

• 9 

9 9 

Id. 

620. Nice .. 

• • 

• 9 

9 9 

Id. 

678. Manila 

• • 

9 9 

9 9 

Id. 

621. Eiukiang 

• • 

a i 

9 9 

id. 

679. Tamsui 

9 9 

• 9 

9 9 

Id. 

622. Paris .. 

• • 

• * 

9 9 

Id. 

680. Kiungchow 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

M. 

623. Salonica 

* • 

» • 

•. 

Hd. 

681. Swatow 

• 9 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

624. Reunion 

• • 

• • 

• 9 

Id. 

682. Stettin.. 

9 9 

• * 

9 9 

6d. 

625. Ichang.. 

• 9 

• t 

a 9 

Id. 

683. Bordeaux 

9 • 

9 9 

9 9 

2*d. 

626. Bogota. . 

• 9 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

684. Port Said 

• • 

9 9 

9 9 

Id. 

627. Malaga.. 

• • 

.. 

9 9 

2d. 

685. Coquimbo 

• • 

9 9 

9 9 

id. 

628. Porto Rico 

9 9 

• * 

9 9 

Id. 

686. Warsaw 

• • 

• 9 

. . 

Id. 

629. Bushire 

9 9 

• # 

9 9 

2*d. 

687. Ichang 

• • 

9 9 

• 9 

Id. 

680. The Hague 

9 9 

• • 

9 9 

id. 

688. Wenchow 

• • 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

631. Berlin.. 

9 9 

• # 

• • 

Id. 

689. Trebizond 

• • 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

682. Adrianople 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

at 

690. Damascus 

• • 

9 9 

• • 

id. 

683. Rome* .. 

« • 

• * 

« • 

1 691. Savannah (Georgia) 

• 9 

9 9 

Id. 

684. Santiago 

i • 

• • 

a • 

id. 

692. Barcelona 

• t 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

685. Tahiti .. 

• • 

,, 

9 9 

id. 

693. Santos .. 

• 9 

9 • 

• • 

Id. 

686. Mar&nh&n 

• * 

• • 


id. 

694. San JosC 

9 9 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

687. Mexico.. 

• 9 

• 9 

9 9 

2d. 

695. Batavia.. 

9 9 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

688. Christiania 

i « 

a 9 

9 9 

Id. 

696. Genoa .. 

9 9 

• 9 

• • 

lid. 

639. Copenhagen 

• • 

9 9 

9 9 

Id. 

697. Calais .. 

9 9 

9 9 

• • 

2d. 

040. Paris .. 

• • 

9 • 

9 9 

Id. 

698. Marseilles 

9 • 

9 9 

• • 

Id. 

641. Venice.. 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

699. Brest ,. 

• * 


• • 

Id. 

642. Cherbourg 

• • ■ 

• • 

■9 9 

a*. 

700. Lisbon .. 

• 9 

* • 

• • 

2|d. 

648. New York 

. • 

a a 

9 a 

Id. 

701. Leghorn 

* • 

• « 

• • 

2d. 

644. Patras .. 

• • 

• 9 

• • 

Id. 

! 702. Rio Grande do Sal 

t 9 

• •• 

Id. 
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TAINAN. 


Consul Warren to the Marquis of Salisbury. 

My Lord, Tainan , February 20, 1890. 

I have the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 
Trade of this Port for the year 1889. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PELHAM L. WARREN. 


Tainan Trade Report for 1889. 

South Formosa has probably been the scene of more dis¬ 
appointments to foreigners engaged in the trade there than has 
been the case in any other of the treaty ports. 

With a soil and climate capable of producing almost anything, 
rich in minerals, and possessing advantages which, under ordinary 
circumstances, would make it the wealthiest, as it is one of the 
richest spots in the world, the trade in this part of the island 
shows no signs of development. 

Export after export has failed, and we are now exactly where 
we started some 25 years ago, dependent entirely on sugar for 
export, and opium for import. Though the trade in these has, of 
course, very largely increased since the opening of the port, the 
limit seems to have been reached six years ago, and since that 
time the trade may fairly be described as stationary. 

The French blockade of the island caused a severe check, but 
it was confidently anticipated that the recovery would be almost 
immediate; unfortunately the imposition of import likin the 
following year again checked progress, whilst the readjustment of 
the land tax, and the disturbances consequent on the resistance 
made by the people to the land survey ordered by the Government, 
caused a feeling by insecurity amongst landowners which con¬ 
siderably interfered with production. The 1888-89 crop of sugar 
was only up to average, and below that of the preceding season. 
There is a consequent falling-off in the trade of the year, which, 
notwithstanding an increased import of opium, amounts to 28,889/ 

(869) 
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Insecurity of 
roads. 


The total value of the trade for the year was 686,617/., as 
against 715,50 GL in 1888. 

The value of the import trade, as shown by table II. annexed 
to this report, was slightly in excess of that of 1888, the respective 
figures being 355,267/. and 344,485/. 

The import of opium during 1889 showed an improvement 
over that of 1888 of 312 chests. This improvement is not shown 
in table II., which gives the amount only that actually paid duty 
and likin during the year, and takes no account of the drug still 
remaining in bond, neither does the table show the amount of 
opium re-exported, viz., 148 chests in 1888, as against 38 chests 
only in 1889. The actual consumption during 1889 was 2,588 
chests, an increase of 107 chests over the consumption of 1888. 

As a rule the amount of the import of opium depends on the 
export of sugar, but while last year’s sugar export showed a 
falling-off, the import of opium increased, and this notwithstanding 
that the native drug is coming more into use here. 

The Indian drug is less imported every year, Benares being the 
only kind in demand, and Persian bids (air to supersede it entirely. 
466 chests of Benares and 2,296 chests of Persian were imported. 
The opium pays duty, and is sold by the picul of 133^ lbs. 
avoirdupois; and in treating of this portion of the trade of the 
port it is, therefore, more convenient to employ the Chinese 
weights than the English. 

The average prices during the year were—for Benares 546 dol., 
or 81/. 10s. per chest in bond; and for Persian 553 dol., or 84/. 11s. 
per chest in bond. The weight of the chests varies considerably, 
but the average of a chest of Persian is found to be about 
1*05 piculs, or say 140 lbs., and of a chest of Benares 1*15 piculs, 
or say 153 lbs. 

Nearly all the import is to Anping, the amount that goes direct 
to Takow being very trifling, Tainanfoo is, and has been for some 
years, the distributing centre, and supplies are sent thence to the 
southern or Takow districts, and north as far as Changhua. 

The amount consumed in the Changhua and Lokkang districts 
is estimated at about 80 chests; but half only of this is taken from 
Tainanfoo, the remainder coming from Tamsui. It seems pro¬ 
bable that in the near future the entire supply. for these districts of 
Central Formosa will be drawn from Tamsui, as the roads are 
better than in South Formosa, and the cost of transport conse¬ 
quently less. Great difficulty has been experienced during the 
past year, both in conveying opium to the consuming districts, and 
in bringing back specie in payment for it. The entire country is so 
overrun by armed bands of robbers, that the risks of the trade have 
been so heavy as to deter many from engaging in it. In several 
instances specie sent down from up-country, in payment for opium 
and other goods, has fallen into the hands of these robbers, 
foreigners alone having suffered to the extent of about 15,000 dol. 
At the present moment, all parties conveying opium in, or bring¬ 
ing treasure out, go armed. 
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It is said that, in addition to the drug supplied from Tainanfoo Opium said to 
and Tamsui, Central Formosa obtains further supplies from the ^ 
mainland, that some of this has already paid duty and likin, but land 0111 mAlT *' 
that some is smuggled. There is, however, no proof of the truth 
of this statement. Lokkang, the port into which the opium is 
said to be smuggled, is certainly very conveniently situated for the 
purpose, and has always taken a certain amount of native drug from 
Wenchow and Taichow ; but it is at present only accessible to 
native craft, and those of small draft of water. There is, however, 
a considerable amount of rice exported from Lokkang to Chinchew, 
and it is quite possible that opium is taken in exchange. All the 
Chinese that I have questioned on the subject declare that opium 
is smuggled in ; but they profess not to know how it is managed ; 
all unite in stating that “ it comes from foreign countries—not 
from Hongkong.” 

The import of cotton piece goods improved very slightly, but Piece good*: 
the trade is so small as to be scarcely worthy of mention. The Cotfcon - 
value of the total import of all sorts was only 23,442 l. Woollens Woollens, 
remained pretty nearly stationary, the total value of all kinds being 
16,386Z. 

Kerosene oil again shows nearly double the import of the pre- Kerosene, 
ceding year, i.e., 295,870 gallons, against 150,802 gallons. The 
import has increased very rapidly of late years, and appears likely 
to continue to do so. 

The remaining imports were unimportant, and show no im¬ 
provement over those of 1888, except in the case of flour, the 
import of which has increased 1,316 cwt. 

Sugar.— The total export of brown sugar, the staple com- Exports : 
niodity of this part of the island, was 647,896 cwt., whilst in 1888 Brown sugar. 
733,130 cwt. were exported; there was thus a falling-off of 
85,234 cwt. 

The crop was barely up to average, the disturbed state of the 
country having interfered with the cultivation of the cane. No 
export took place to foreign countries except to Japan, where the 
entire Takow crop as usual found a market, though at prices that 
did not prove remunerative to exporters. 

The sugar from the more northern districts all goes to North 
China, and is shipped from Anping. The trade is entirely in the 
hands of Chinese, who appear to have formed a ring to keep 
foreigners out. On one or two occasions when foreigners have 
ventured to ship to the North of China their sugars have proved to 
be unsaleable, and have remained on hand for months, whilst sugars 
of the same quality shipped by Chinese have found a ready 
market. 

W hite sugar also shows a falling-off of 16,883 cwt. This White sugar, 
branch of the trade still remains entirely in the hands of Chinese. 

The camphor trade does not show any signs of improvement. Camphor. 

The restrictions formerly imposed by the Government monopolists 
are nominally removed, but the difficulties and risks of getting the 
camphor down to the coast are so great that foreigners are not 

(869) 
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General. 


inclined to engage in the trade, notwithstanding the very high 
prices that have ruled in the Hongkong market during the last 
year. 

Chinese traders decline positively to deliver camphor at the 

f ort, and do not care much about touching the business at all. 

tactically, it may be said, the monopoly still exists, and the 
entire export of 1889 was only 709 cwt. 

Groundnut cake was exported to a small extent, as was also 
turmeric, but the value of these exports was trifling, and has been 
so for years, nor do they show any sign of improvement. 

There is a slight increase of tonnage as compared with last 
year, the total tonnage employed during the year being 114,402 
tons, 5,667 tons more than in 1888. 

This increase is, as shown by Table I., due entirely to steamers ; 
the number of sailing vessels employed in the trade diminishes 
steadily year by year. 

The most noteworthy feature in 1889 was the substitution of 
steam for sailing vessels in the trade to Chefoo and Tientsin, which 
had hitherto been almost monopolised by the latter. 

Of the total number of vessels employed, 47 steamers and 15 
sailing vessels loaded at Anping, and 15 steamers and six sailing 
vessels at Takow. A great change from the early days of the 
port, when the entire trade was centred at Takow, and was con¬ 
fined altogether to sailing vessels of small draught and tonnage. 
The trade now has left Takow for Anping, the latter port being 
more conveniently situated as regards the consuming districts. 
Should the long-talked-of scheme for dredging the bar and harbour 
of Takow ever be carried out, it is possible that some of the trade 
may return there; but it is very doubtful whether it will affect 
Anping to any great extent, the trade has been flowing in its pre¬ 
sent channel now for so long that it will be difficult to divert it. 

There is little more Of interest to be mentioned with regard to 
the port. None of the improvements so long talked of show any 
sign of being carried out; The harbour at Takow has been sur¬ 
veyed, and an estimate of the cost of dredging it made—this for 
the third time in the last 10 years; but dredging seems no 
nearer. The country between Tainanfoo and Takow has been sur¬ 
veyed, and a railway talked of. The dredging of the Anping 
creek, improvement of the road between Anping and Tainanfoo, 
the making of good roads through the producing districts, and, 
generally, all the improvements that have been urged during the 
past 10 or 15 years have been again brought forward; but nothing 
has been done, nor does it appear likely that the realisation of any 
of these schemes will be attempted while the country is in its 
present disturbed state; and until some move is made in this 
direction there is little hope of the trade of South Formosa being 
what it ought to be. 
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Table I. —Retukn of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan in 

the Year 1889. 

Emtxixd. / 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total value 
of cargo 
in sterling. 

Number of 
Yeseela. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tofu. 

Number of 
Veesels. 

Tone. 

British . 

58 I 

| 44,565 

7 

2,705 

i 

I 65 

47,270 

4 

339,919 

Chinese . 

3 

3,469 

... 

••• 

3 

3,469 

1,884 

German ... 

1 1 

1 884 

17 

5,808 1 

18 

6,692 

17,664 

Total. 

62 1 

1 48,918 

24 

8,513 

86 

67,431 

859,367 

„ for 1888 .. 

69 

1 38,886 

i 

40 

15,695 

99 

64,681 

368,363 


Cuuuu. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total value 
of cargo 
in sterling. 

Number of 
Veesels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 

67 

43,745 

— 

2,706 

64 

46,460 

£ 

268,107 

Chinese 

a 

3,469 



3 

3,469 

16,698 

German . 

l 

884 

16 

6,168 

19 

7,062 

60,746 

Total . 

61 

48,098 

26 

8,873 

86 

66,971 

836,460 

„ for 1888... 

66 

38,819 

39 

15,336 

P5 

64,164 

884,899 


1/. sterling = 4 Haikiran taels. 
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Tiible II.— Return of the Principal Articles of Import into 
Tainan during the Years 1889-88. 


Articles. 


1889. 

1888. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

| Value. 




£ 


£ 

Foreign Goods. 

Opium— 






Benares . 

Cwts. ... 

632*67 

40,687 

803 04 

51,810 

Malwa. 


... 

45-89 

4,118 

Persian. .. 


2,690*25 

202,127 

2,511*66 

194,318 

Turkey. 

Cotton Goods— 

n 

*«• 

5*67 

350 

Shirtings, grey, plain 

Pieces ... 

21,707 

9,084 

19,911 

8,319 

,, white, plain . 


12,755 

6,908 

10,838 

5,756 

T-cloths, 32 inches. 


7,676 

1,868 

6,518 

1,685 

Miscellaneous cotton goods 



6,582 

••• 

4,107 

Woollen Goods— 




Alpacas .. 

Tieces ... 

1,877 

1,501 

525 

449 

Balzarines, wool and.cotton 


60 

167 

440 

1,237 

Camlets, English . 


3,542 

7,145 

3,537 

8,111 

Italian cloth, plain and figured ... 

n 

1,771 

1,613 

1,339 

1,260 

Lastings, plain . 

••• 

1,320 

2,213 

1,039 

1,885 

Woollen thread 

Cwts. ... 

83 95 

1,390 

64*20 

1,054 

Miscellaneous woollen goods 

tv# 


4,339 

Ml 

3,050 

Sundries— 





Cement. 

Packages 

10 

9 

6,063 

3,797 

Cinnamon . 

Cwts. ... 

91-42 

905 

106*37 

1,025 

Cuttlefish . 


261-48 

933 

605*60 

1,972 

Flour. 


3,634’90 

2,318 

2,442*2$ 

1,475 

Ginseng, all kinds ... 


39 06 

3,467 

. 41*76 

3,688 

Kerosene . 

Gallons... 

295,870 

12,121 

150,802 

7,338 

Prawns and shrimps, dried. 

Cwts. ... 

466-45 

1,718 

392 02 

1,365 

Miscellaneous sundries 

• •1 

••• 

16,710 

... 

14,366 

Total foreign goods ... 


... 

322,810 

... 

322,535 

Native Produce. 






Bags, hemp ... ... . 

Pieces ... 

184,900 

1,608 

254,720 

2,371 

,, grass and straw 

n ••• 

503,195 

3,448 

633,450 

3,741 

Cakestuflf . 

Cwts. ... 

270-83 

1,039 

81*75 

371 

Grasscloth, fine . 

11 

121-24 

2,134 

182-47 

2,479 

Medicines . 

Value ... 

... 

4,648 


5,090 

Silk piece goods . 

Cwts. ... 

18-54 

1,452 

19-82 

1,656 

Tobacco, prepared . 


723-20 

2,304 

96008 

8,189 

Woollen and cotton mixtures 

Pieces ... 

6,150 

1,288 

6,497 

1,407 

Miscellaneous. 

••• ! 

18,636 

15,523 

Total native produce . 

... | 

... 

36,557 

... 

35,828 

Gross imports, foreign goods, a-1 






native produce 

••• 

... 

359,367 

... 

358,363 

Re-exports ... .. 

••• 

... 

4,100 

••• 

13,878 

Net total imports . 


... 

355,267 


344,485 
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Table III.— Retobn of the Principal Articles of Export from 
Tainan daring the Years 1889-88. 


Article*. 



1889. 

1888. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Export*: — 

Camphor . 

Cwt. 

• •• 

708 93 

£ 

1,447 

1,145*95 

£ 

2,050 

Camphor wood planks . 

Pieces 

... 

2,151 

693 

4,045 

1,518 

Groundnut cakes. 

Cwt. 


12,370*23 

2,898 



Hemp .. 

it 


1,63676 

3,948 

1,802-23 

3,742 

Lnng-ngan, palp. 

U 

... 

4,360-64 

5,903 

11,916*31 

13,958 

Lung-ngan, dried . 

I» 

... 

J,969-61 

1,417 

12,548-07 

7,522 

Bice. 


... 

3,686 36 

1,485 


... 

Sugar, brown . 



647,896-66 

276,093 

733,130-71 

296,800 

ii white . 

II 

... 

28,752-06 

26,152 

45,635*60 

31,369 

T turmeric . 


... 

18,695-70 

8,549 

23,273-63 

10,189 

Miscellaneous . 

• M 


... 

3,264 


3.872 

Total exports . 

... 


... 

331,350 

... 

371,021 

Re-exports :— 







Foreign goods . 

... 


... 

3,689 

... 

13,696 

Native produce .* 

... 



411 

... 

182 

Total re-exports . 



... 

4,100 


13,878 

Total exports and re-exports... 

... 


... 

335,450 


384,899 


Table IV.— Showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Tainan and Imported into Tainan from and to Foreign 
Countries and Chinese Ports during the Years 1889-88 
(Re-exports included). 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports* 

1889. 

1888. 

1889. 

1888. ' 

i 

Great Britain .. . J 

Hongkong .. .. 

J ap&n • • • • • • 

Total foreign countries 
Chinese porta 

Total foreign countries 
and Chinese ports.. 

£ 

• 

804,867 

2,618 

£ 

3,797 

293,978 

2,735 

£ 

29,994 

150,740 

£ 

52,071 

162,760 

807,875 

51,992 

800,510 

57,863 

186,740 

148,710 

214,881 

170,068 

859,307 

368,363 

835,450 

884,899 
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• 9 

lid. 
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9 9 
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9 • 
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• • 
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No. 875. 

Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 703. 


CHINA. 

TAINAN. 


Consul Wai-ren to the Marquis of Salisbury. 

My Lord, lainan , March 6 # 1891. 

I have the honour to forward, herewith, my Report on the 
Trade of this Port for the year 1890. 

1 have, &c., 

(Signed) PELHAM WARREN. 


Tainan Trade Report for 1890. 

Trade in South Formosa has shown a decided improvement 
during the past year, the total value being the largest since 
1881, and only exceeded three times since the opening of the 
port, viz., from 1879 to 1881, the period during which the 
trade showed every sign of permanent improvement; in spite 
of which, however, up to the present it has steadily declined. 

The increase shown is chiefly due to the fact that the sugar 
crop was somewhat over the average of the past' live years, and 
to a consequent increase in the import of opium. These two 
causes combined have raised the vilue of the trade Some 30 per 
cent, over that of 1889, but in other respects there are no signs 
of development, and, in view of the shortness of the 1890^91 
sugar crop, it is probable that this year’s returns will show a 
corresponding decrease. In fact, until the island is properly 
opened up any improvement in the trade mtlst be only looked 
upon as temporary. 

The total value of the trade was 918,048/., ; s against 694,817/. y a ioo of 
in 1889. These figures show an increase of 222,231/. which was rade. 
made up as follows:— 

Imports, 417,662/. Exports, 500,386/. 

The increase in the value of the import trade amounted to Increiie i* 
58,295/., and of the export trade to 164,396/. imports sod 

(1094) A 2 
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cniNA. 


Increase in 
tonnage. 


Japanese line 
of steamers. 


Value of 
import*. 

Opium. 

dian. 

Persian. 


Import of 

foreign 

opium. 


Native drug. 


Adulteration. 


Shipping. 

Consequent on the general improvement in the trade of the 
port there was a considerable increase in the tonnage employed, 
which was 133,307 tons, as against 1U5,597 tons in the previous 
year. The increase is entirely in steam tonnage, sailing vessels 
showing a decided faliing-ofF; indeed, at the present rate it 
seems probable that in the course of a year or two no sailing 
vessel will be able to find employment here. The total number 
of steamers entered was 74, 60 of which were British. The 
sailing vessels entered were only 23, and were fairly evenly 
divided as to numbers between the British and German flags; 
as regards tonnage, there was an excess of 2.153 tons in favour 
of the German. 

A Japanese line of steamers has commenced running on the 
lines to Yokohama. These vessels load sugar in Manila, and 
call at Takow to fill up, proceeding thence direct to Yokohama. 
This may possibly affect freights, and as it is anticipated that 
Manila sugar will be laid down in Yokohama by this route more 
cheaply than hitherto, the Takow market may suffer in 
consequence. 


Imports. 

The total value of the foreign goods imported during the year 
reached 373,510/. 

The import of opium in 1890 was 3,105 chests, the largest 
since 1883, and only twice exceeded during the whole period that 
the port has been opened to trade. Of this amount 427 chests 
were Indian, and the balance, 2,678 chests, Persian. Indian 
opium still shows a steady decrease, whilst in Persian there is a 
more than proportionate increase. In 1880 the import of Indian 
opium was 1,800 chests, and that of Persian only 1,536 chest*. 
Since that the Indian drug has steadily decreased, and there seems 
no hope of its ever recovering the position it once held here. 

Foreign opium has not shown an increased import during the 
past 10 years by any means commensurate with the increase of 
population in the south of the island, which, taking into con¬ 
sideration the fact that, roughly speaking, the entire population 
smokes, more or less, leads me to think that far more of the native 
drug is used here than is generally believed. The greater portion 
comes from the mainland, chiefly from the Wenchow and Taichow 
districts, and the import has been steadily increasing for many 
years. 

Recently the poppy has been planted in the Changhua and 
Chia-i districts in Mid-Formosa, and although it is not at present 
cultivated to any great extent, and the opium produced is entirely 
consumed in those districts, there seems no reason that the 
cultivation should not spread to other parts of the island. 

Another cause for the comparatively small advance made 
by foreign opium during the last 10 years may be found in 
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the great increase in adulteration. Opium smokers complain 
bitterly that they cannot get the opium that they used to some 
years back; apparently it does not pay the native opium shops 
to supply it. Sesamum cake, though formerly declared contra¬ 
band, is now largely imported and mixed with both .Persian and 
Indian opium. Many native dealers never sell a chest of opium 
without at the same time supplying the purchaser with the 
sesamum cake required for its adulteration. The taste of smokers 
is gradually being lowered, and the step from a mixture of Indian 
or Persian mixed with native drug or sesamum to the pure native 
drug is not a long one. A very slight improvement in the quality 
of Chinese opium would now suffice to drive the foreign drug 
entirely out of the market here, as it has already done in many 
other ports. 

The actual consumption of foreign opium in 1890 was 2,890 Actual 
chests, as against 2,588 in 1889. On December 31, 1889, there qJ 
were 353 chests still remaining in bond, while on the same date opium! gn 
in 1890 there were 437 chests. 

Prices for Benares, the only class of Indian opium that now Benares, 
finds a market here, averaged about 86/. per chest weighing * >nces 0 ' 
140 lbs. Fluctuations in price were inconsiderable. Early in the 
year Benares was quoted at 88/. 10$. per chest, and found a 
market at that price until July when the rate fell to 83/. 6$. 8 d. 9 
where it remained until the close of the year. 

Prices for Persian opium, however, fluctuated greatly. In Persian, 
January the price per chest weighing 152 lbs. was 91/. 10$. This P rlccaof ‘ 
rose in August to 94/. In September a rapid fall took place, 
chiefly owing to the excessive supplies received from Hong-Kong, 
by which the market here was overstocked, and due partly to the 
temporary stoppage of trade up-country, consequent on the 
disturbed state of certain districts. The market ultimately fell to 
78/. 9$. 8d. for best Persian, which is the price quoted at 
present. 

Cotton Piece Goods .—There is scarcely any improvement in Cotton piece* 
this branch of the trade. The total value of goods of all descrip- S 001 *** 
tions imported amounted only to 26,257/., as against 23,442/. in 
1889. No doubt there was a considerable import as usual in 
native bottoms. The entire trade is in native hands, and it pays 
them better to import by junk, as the freight is almost the same 
as by steamer, and there is no duty levied on imports in native 
bottoms. 

Large quantities of Chinese cotton cloth of various descriptions Native cloth, 
are consumed in South Formosa. Attempts have been made by 
Bombay manufacturers to imitate some of these but without success* 
the Chinese showing a marked preference for the native article. 

Japanese cotton cloth also finds a market here, and the Japanese 
import seems steadily to increase. cloth * 

Woollen Piece Goods. — These also show a slight increase over Woollens 
last year, amounting in value to 3,34l/. 

Kerosene oil, the import of which has steadily increased 
during the last few years, does not show much improvement over Ker03CIie - 
(1094) 
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1889. The import was 804,480 gallons, ns against 295,870 
gallons. The oil imported was all American, with the exception 
of a small quantity of Russian which was imported from Japan. 

The import of metals was, a3 usual, inconsiderable, but 
showed a slight tendency to improvement. 

The import of foreign goods, other than those already men¬ 
tioned, was too trifling to merit special notice. 

The total value of foreign goods imported amounted to 
373,510/. 

Native goods imported reached only to the value of 44,152/,, 
and of these, medicines, and hemp, and straw bags, used in sugar 
packing, were the most important. 

As a rule the import of native produce here is monopolised hy 
the junks which, trading directly between the small ports on the 
west coast and the mainland, have many advantages not possessed 
by foreign vessels. 

Exports. 

The total export of brown sugar reached 805,082 cwts., and 
was fairly evenly divided between Auping and Takow, though as 
a rule the export from Takow is somewhat larger* Of late years 
though there has been a gradual change in favour of Auping. 

The hulk of the Takow sugar was sent to Yokohama. The 
market opened at Takow in December at 7s. 8j^Z. per cwt., and 
the first shipment was made early in January. In consequence of 
the regularity with which steamers ran between Takow and 
Yokohama, nearly half the cro.p had been shipped off by the end of 
March, the Japan market was glutted and exporters suffered in 
consequence. Friccs declined in Takow, and at the end of April 
sugar wa3 bought at from 6s. 8|rf. to 6s. 10i</. per cwt., and the 
market having risen in Japan consequent on supplies turning out 
shorter than had been expected, the losses made in the early part 
of the season were more than covered. 

Some Taiwanfoo sugar was sent to Japan, this was not of the 
first quality, the price averaging 7s. 8 §d. per cwt., and it lost 
heavily, some still remainin'? unsold and other being sold at a loss 
of Is. 7 \d. per cwt. The .Japanese will not take Tainanfoo sugar 
when they can get either Eakow or Manila. With this exception 
all the so-called Taiwanfoo sugar, which is produced in the districts 
around Auping and the city now known as Taiwanfoo, was 
exported from Auping to the north of China. The average 
market price was about 8s. 3 d. per cwt. Tientsin and Chefoo took 
over three-fourths of the entire export: the remainder was divided 
between Shanghai, Ning-po, and Newchwang. 

Appended to this report is a very interesting paper on Formosa 
sugar, drawn up by Dr. W. W. Myers, who, taking advan¬ 
tage of his knowledge of the country gained in the course of 
his practice amongst the natives, has for a long time paid great 
attention to the subject, and has personally conducted many 
interesting experiments with a view to showing how the pro 
dnetion and manufacture may be improved 
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The export of white sugar in 1890 was also considerably larger White sugar, 
than in the preceding years. In all 54,605 cwts. were sent away, 
valued at 45,918Z. There are various classes or grades of this 
sugar, all of which find a market in the nortli of China. The trade 
is still entirely in the hands of Chinese, foreigners being quite 
unable to obtain any share of it. 

Over 70,000 cwts. of white sugar were exported in junks from 
Auping. Ultimately a share of this trade may come into the 
hands of foreign steamers, but at present the junks monopolise the 
larger proportion. 

The export of rice shows a considerable falling-off. The heavy Rice, 
rains in the summer destroj'ed the crops in many parts of the 
country, and export ceased in consequence. Of late years the 
export of rice from South Formosa has not been large; whether 
the consumption consequent on increase of population is sufficient 
to account for this is doubtful, probably more is exported by junks 
than used to be the case. The price of rice here at present is 
higher than has been known for many years. 

Under the heading of hemp are included the various fibres, Hemp, 
whether grass, pineapple, or others, produced in South Formosa. 

None are exported to any great extent; the impossibility of pre¬ 
paring them on the spot without machinery, and the expense of 
conveyance to the port in a bulky and semi-prepared state prevent 
them finding a market in foreign countries. 

The so-called pineapple hemp is sent only to Swatow where a Grasscioth 
very fine kind of grasscioth is made from it. “ ade fr ° m 

Ground-nut cake is this year conspicuous by its' absence from fibie? PP C 
the list of exports. A large quantity of the cake is made here and Ground nut 
sent to the mainland where it is used as a manure. This branch cake, 
of the trade seems year by year steadily to have fallen more into 
the hands of the junks. 

The ground or pea-nut (arachis hypogaea) is largely cultivated Ground nut. 
throughout the plain lying between the hills and the west coast of 
South Formosa, From this nut is expressed an oil which is in 
great request all over the island, both as an article of food and for 
lighting purposes. The supply of this is insufficient to meet -the 
demand, and large quantities of nuts are imported by junk from 
the Pescadores, which are said to be of a finer quality than those 
produced in Formosa. 

The nuts are first dried in a brickwork tank, under which a Ground-nut 
slow fire is kept constantly burning; they are then crushed by oil * 
means of a horizontal roller forming the radius of the circle which 
it works in, the machine being driven by oxen. By this means 
the husks are broken up and the kernels cracked. It takes about 
6 hours to crush 14 cwts. of nuts in an ordinary sized mill. The 
mass is then sifted to clear it of the larger portions of husk, which 
latter are again put under the crusher. The pulverised mass is 
made into circular cakes which are wrapped round with rice 9traw 
twisted together at the rims. These cakes are then put into a 
press which is formed by two semi-cylinders resembling in form 
native coffin lids, which when placed together form a complete 
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closed cylinder, the two parts of the press being kept together by 
iron bands, Each of the cakes is surrounded with an iron ring* 
and they are arranged in loose but regular order throughout the 
length of the press. A wedge is then inserted between the last 
cake and the end of the press, and is driven home by means of a 
swinging hammer. Another wedge is inserted and treated in a 
similar manner, and this is continued until the whole mass is so 
closely pressed together as to render further insertion of wedges 
impossible. As the oil drains out and the pressure slackens, more 
wedges are driven in until the whole of the oil has been expressed. 
1 cwt. of nuts will give about 25 lbs. of oil, worth 30s. 

The leaves and stalks of the plant are sometimes worked into 
the soil, and form very good manure ; they are also largely used as 
food for cattle dnd are extremely nutritious. 

The method of extracting peanut oil as above detailed seems 
somewhat cumbrous, taking a considerable time and involving 
great waste of material; but seeing that labour is so cheap, and 
that the people have for so long a time been accustomed to the 
machine now in use, it appears doubtful whether the introduction 
of more elaborate machinery would be of any practical use. Such 
an introduction has been often proposed, but hitherto no effective 
steps have been taken to carry it out. 

Castor oil is another of the products of the south of Formosa 
to which little or no attention has been paid. 

The castor oil plant (ricinus communis) grows wild over the 
greater portion of the known districts of South Formosa. No 
attempt is made by the natives to cultivate it, and with the 
exception of a small quantity of crude oil, which is expressed for 
use in mixing with ink for stamps and printing, as far as is known 
no effort has ever been made to obtain the oil in sufficiently largo 
quantities to make it worth while exporting it. This is strange 
seeing that the natives are well aware of the medicinal properties 
of the oil, and purchase and use freely that which is imported from 
foreign countries. As a lubricant, ca3tor oil is daily becoming in 
greater demand throughout the world, and there is no doubt that 
considering the ease with which the raw material can be obtained* 
and the comparatively simple method necessary for extracting the 
oil, there is a large and profitable opening for capital and enter¬ 
prise in this direction. Large tracts of land that are now con¬ 
sidered useless for ordinary cultivation would suit admirably for 
the growth of the castor oil plant, vrhich indeed is often the only 
form of vegetation to he met with on them. 

The export of turmeric shows signs of improvement, the value 
having risen some 3,OOOZ. More might be done in this direction 
if steps were taken to improve the preparation. In its present 
state it is not very favourably received in foreign markets. 

Camphor was exported to the extent of some 900 cwt.* which 
shows a very slight increase over the export of 1889. 

The efforts of the Chinese authorities in Formosa to close the 
camphor trade to foreign merchants have, I regret to say, proved 
completely successful. 
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In 1886 the camphor trade showed some slight, signs of 
reviving. Foreign merchants again prepared to engage in it, and 
entered into contracts with native merchants for the supply of 
considerable quantities to be delivered at the place of production 
and brought down to the port by the foreign merchant under 
transit pass. Hardly had these contracts been concluded when 
the Government monopoly, abolished by the agreement of 1869, 
was revived. Camphor belonging to foreign merchants was seized 
whilst on the way down to the port, notwithstanding that it was 
covered by transit passes. The action of the Chinese authorities 
in thus illegally reviving the Government monopoly was strongly 
protested against by the united foreign representatives at Peking, 
and claims made'on account of losses sustained in consequence. 

These claims were after considerable discussion admitted and 
paid, and there appeared to be some probability that in the 
future foreigners would be permitted to engage in the trade 
without hindrance on the part of the officials. But further 
trouble was in store for those interested in camphor. A tax was 
imposed of 2s. 8 d. per cwt., the proceeds to be applied towards 
defraying the expenses of frontier defence. This tax was very 
shortly raised to 8a. per cwt., and finding that in view of the high 
prices for camphor at that time ruling in Hong-Kong, even this 
heavy tax did not prevent foreigners from engaging in the trade, 
the tax was suddenly increased to 2/. 9s. 6d. Native producers 
of camphor were warned by official proclamation that they would 
be compelled to pay this amount to the camphor office before 
selling their camphor to foreigners; at the same time they were 
informed that the camphor office would, on behalf of the camphor 
farm, or iu other words on behalf of the Government monopolists, 
pay them 1/. 13s. per cwt. for all the camphor they chose to bring 
in. The native producer was further offered advances of capital 
to enable him to engage in the business, such advances to be 
repaid to the Government in camphor. 

Up to this time the price of camphor at the place of pro¬ 
duction had ranged from 1/. 3s. id. to 1/. 115. 7d. per cwt. It 
now at once rose to 4l. 2s. 4 d., the price which the farmers of the 
monopoly are reported to pay the Government At the same 
time the camphor producer gets no share in this tremendous rise 
in price, for he is forced to deliver his camphor to the Govern¬ 
ment offices, which, while professing to pay him 1/. 13s. per cwt., 
in fact only pay that sum per 156£ lbs. (140 catties), thus 
reducing the price which he actually receives to about 1/. 3s. 4 d. 
per cwt., or the sum at which contracts were entered into with 
foreign merchants in 1886 before the revival of the Government 
monopoly. 

These figures will suffice to show what an unnatural dis¬ 
turbance the action of the native officials has caused in the trade. 
The producer would still be willing to sell camphor to foreign 
merchants at the old rate, but he is afraid to do so under existing 
circumstances. The pressure put upon him is too strong, and he 
now declines to enter into contracts even at a considerably 
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increased rate. Il is perfectly impossible under theso circum¬ 
stances lor foreign merchants to compete with the monopolists, 
aud the trade lias collapsed, at any rate for the present. Whether 
the monopolists re;.llv pay the tax of 21. 9$. 6 d. per cwt. is doubtful. 
They probably do imt. 

Camphor has been sent away from Lokkang, port not open 
to foreign trade, in Government steamers ; whereas it* the pro|>crty 
of foreign merchants it must have been brought down to the 
treatv port, either in native boats or overland, whereby great loss 
in time and weight would he caused. In tact the mono|>oly has 
everything in its favour, and although the Chinese authorities 
deckirc that foreign merchants are at liberty to buy at the same 
price as the camphor farm, they have by their action rendered 
even this impossible. 

It is further insisted upon that foreigners arc not to be 
allowed to go near the savage borders to procure camphor. Now 
the supplies procurable from purely Chinese districts arc year by 
year decreasing; no efforts are made hy the authorities to 
encourage planting, and the total exhaustion ol the camphor 
torests in those parts i*, therefore, merely a question of time. On 
the other hand, the forests deeper in the interior of the island 
aud closely approaching the borders of the so-called savage 
districts are most abundant, and the camphor produced there is 
said to be of a superior quality. The monopolists are already 
working in these districts, tiic camphor-boiling being cariicd on 
chietly by hakkas and semi-civilised aborigines, as the Chinese 
proper do not care to venture so far in. Foreigners, however, 
would have no difficulty in making their own arrangements 
cither with the pure aborigines or the semi-civilised ones, and 
could penetrate with perfect safety even further into the country 
than i3 cow done. The aborigines have no disl.ke whatever to 
foreigners, but they cordially detest the Chinese who, they 
complain, are not fair in their dealings with them. 

If then the foreign merchant is to be prevented from 
purchasing camphor, except in the purely Chinese districts, it 
follows that his share of the trade will be a very small one to begin 
with, and will become less and less every year; in other words, 
even if the present Government monopoly was formally given up 

the restriction of foreign merchants to certain districts would 

— 

operate in precisely the same manner as the monopoly doe9 at 
present, and would keep the trade entirely in the hands of the 
Government, or of those to whom the Government- might farm it 
out. 

During the past year the export of camphor from South 
Formosa was onlv 904 cwts., and this notwithstanding that the 
market price in Hong-Kong ranged from 4/. 13,*. 5 d. to 0/. 9*. 2d. 
per cwt., whilst in former years the trade proved fairly remunera¬ 
tive when the market price was only from 2L 9 s. 5 (L to 3/. 0*. 5<£ 

Formosa camphor is obtained from the Laurus camphors, 
k° w immense forests of which extend over most of the lower ranges of 
hills in the island, extending up the lower slopes of the moun- 
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tains inhabited by the savage tribes. Many of these forests have 
not been touched, and the statement that the camphor supplies in 
South Formosa are becoming exhausted, applies only to those 
districts which are purely Chinese. The supply from other parts 
is practically inexhaustible. Even in purely Chinese districts it 
is only at certain places that the supply is falling-off in conse- 

S uenoe of the reckless manner in which the trees hav*s been 
estroyed, partly for the sake of the timber and camphor, and partly, 
no doubt, simply to clear the ground for cultivation. 

It lias been often stated that the method of obtaining crude 
camphor in Formosa was by steeping the chopped branches in 
water, and boiling until the camphor begins to adhere to the stick 
U9ed for stirring, when the liquor is strained, and by standing 
the camphor concretes. By this method it dues not necessarily 
follow that the tree is destroyed, in fact with a little care there is 
no need that it should be. But although tills method may have 
been’ in use in former days, it certainly is not now. On the 
contrary, I ain assured by several natives, engaged in the trade, 
whom I have questioned on the subject, that the yield of camphor 
from the branches is too small to repay the labour of extraction. 

The method in general use now is as follows:—The camphor 
expert selects a tree and scrapes into the trunk in different places, 
using an instrument somewhat resembling a rake, with the view 
of ascertaining whether it contains sufficient camphor to repay the 
labour of extraction. A tree is said not to be worth anything for 
camphor purposes until it is 50 years’ old, and the yield is very 
unequal; sometimes one side only of the tree contains enough 
camphor to satisfy the expert, and in this case that side alone is 
attacked. The trunk is scraped tc as great a height as the work¬ 
men can conveniently reach, and the scrapings are pounded 
up and boiled with water in an iron vessel over which an earthern- 
ware jar, specially made for the purpose, is inverted. The camphor 
sublimes and condenses on the jar, which is removed from time 
to time, scraped, and replaced. The root of the tree and the 
trunk, for some eight feet up, contain, as a rule, the greatest 
quantity of camphor. If the scrapings obtained from the trunk 
yield well, the chipping is continued until in the end the tree 
falls. The roots are then grubbed up as it is certain they will 
give a proportionately good return. If, however, the scrapings 
do not turn out well the tree is abandoned, and work is com¬ 
menced on another. No attempt is made to extract camphor 
from the fallen trunk or from the branches. In some cases, the 
trunk is sawn up into timber, but this depends on the locality; 
from many districts owing to absence of roads timber would not 
pay for its transport. 

It is impossible to imagine a more wasteful method of 
procedure, and it is fortunate that the camphor forests of 
Formosa are practically inexhaustible. 

The quantity of camphor produced depends, of course, simply 
on the amount of labour employed in the business. Ten of the 
iron pots mentioned above and their accompanying jars make up 
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what is called a “set/* and are worked by four men. One set 
will produce about 65 lbs. in ten days, or, say, If cwt. a month, 
but this only under the most favourable circumstances, a fair 
average is about If cwt. 

Recently a change has been made in the camphor monopoly. 
It is now proposed by the Chinese authorities that the camphor 
stills should be licensed before they ore permitted to work. The 
cost of the license will be equivalent to a tax of about 22ft. 6 d. 
per cwt., a heavy tax, seeing that the actual value of the camphor 
at the place of production is very little over this amount. 

Genekal Remarks. 

Tn the early part of the year the country was much disturbed 
early part of by bands of robbers, who, plundering ri^ht and lefr, made the 
year. roads so unsafe, that, for a time, up-country trade almost ceased. 

Reinforcements of troops having been brought from the Pescadores 
the district magistrates later on found themselves in a position to 
deal effectively with these marauders. Strong measures have 
been taken in several parts of the country, many of the bands 
have been entirely broken up, and the security of the roads is now 
established. 

Heavy The heavy summer rains caused serious floods in the districts 

summer rains, lying south and east of Takow. The rice, potato, and 
sugar crops were in many places partially destroyed, and there 
has been in consequence considerable distress this winter amongst 
the poorer classes. 

Floods. The floods washed away entire villages: and a great part of 

the town of Tan^kang, situated about 12 miles below Takow, 
was destroyed. Hundreds of people were compelled for a time 
to live in boats, and numbers were drowned in the villages, or 
driven out to sea and never heard of again. 

Landslip near Near Liangchiao heavy rains caused a landslip, which carried 
Liaugchiao. away the entire side of one of the hills in the lower range, 
Gold exposed, exposing, it is reported, gold in some considerable amount. For 
a short time the Chinese in the neighbourhood were exchanging a 
basket of earth for a basket the same size of rice. At the 
present moment the aborigines, who had left the place previously, 
are said to have returned, and the Chinese are consequently 
unable to get more gold. The same rains swelled the mountain 
torrents to such an extent that they tore away and brought down 
Large enormous quantities of forest trees. The whole coast from 

quantities of Panglias to the extreme southern point was strewn with timber 
broughTdown various sorts, and the junks and fishing boats have driven a 
by mountain very lucrative trade bringing the timber to Takow and Auping, 
torrents. where it finds a ready market both as building material and as 
firewood. Some descriptions of wood have been got in this way 
that were not previously known here. 

Road-making Nothing has been done in the way of road-making or dredging, 
and dredging: There have, however, been some enqniries made by Cninese 
nothing done, merchants as to dredges suitable for clearing out the various creeks 
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and small rivers, both in the neighbourhood of the port and at 
other places along the coast. These creeks have to be dug out 
every two or three years. The expense is very great, and there is 
no doubt that one or two small dredges would eventually proved 
great saving. There has been some talk, too, of pumps for 
irrigation purposes. At present large tracts of land are left 
uncultivated, although there is water in the immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood, on account of the inadequacy of native appliances to 
raise the water to a sufficient height. 

The Chinese are fully aware of the advantages to be gained 
by using foreign machinery, but they do not appear quite sure 
what the views of their officials may be on the matter, and are 
consequently slow to move. Still, matters in this direction seem 
more hopeful, and there is little doubt that if once a start is made, 
the use of machinery will spread very rapidly. 

Table No. 1 .— Shipping. 


Entered. 



Suiting. 

Steam 


Total. j 

Total value 

KftLiuJiiUity. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of’ 
Vessels. ; 

Tons. 

1 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

of cargo 
in sterling. 

British . 

i 

60 

47,054 

10 ' 

3,543 

70 

50,597 

£ *. 
401,013 15 

Chinese . 

6 

4,219 



6 

4,219 

4,664 0 

German . 

7 

5,117 

13 ■ 

5,096 

20 

10,813 

11,984 15 

Japanese . 

1 1 

. 

637 


... 

1 

637 

... 

Total . 

74 

! f 67,027 

23 

9,239 

97 

06,266 

417,662 10 

„ for the year 1 
preceding ...j 

' 62 

48,918 

1 

24 | 

j 

8,513 

86 

57 431 

359,367 0 


Cleared. 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

| Total. 

i Total value 

Nationality. 

i 

^Number or 
| Vesaela. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

: 

Number of 
| Vessels. 

1 

j Ton*. 

of cargo 
in sterling. 

British . 

60 

47,827 

10 

3,543 

70 

51,370 

£ a. 
354,216 0 

Chinese . 

6 

4,219 

• •• 

6 

4,219 

6,296 5 

German . 

7 

5,117 

13 

5,096 

20 

10,813 

127,874 10 

Japanese . 

1 

637 

... 

... 

1 

637 

12,000 0 

Total . 

74 

57,800 

23 

9,239 

97 

67,039 

500,386 15 

„ for the year 
preceding ... 

61 

48,098 

25 

1 

8,873 

| 

; 86 

56,971 

335,450 0 


Exchange: 1 Uaikwan tael = 5«, 


Pumps for 

irrigation 

purposes. 
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Table No. 2.—Return of the Principal Articles of Import into 
Tainan during the Tears 1890-hlh 


Article*. 

Classifier 

of 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1889. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign Gcods. 
Opium — 

Benares. 

Cwts. 

622M8 

£ ». d. 

39,852 0 0 

632-58 

£ s. d. 

40,087 0 O 

Persian. 


3,203-75 

247,135 0 0 

2,690-25 

202,126 10 O 

Cotton goods— * 

Shirtings, grey, plain ... 

Ticces 

22,198 

9,886 0 0 

21,707 

9,084 ft 0 

„ white, plain... 


J 4,063 

8,560 0 0 

J 2.75ft 

t»,908 0 O 

T-cloths, 32 inches 

J! 

8,1541 

2,060 5 0 

7,576 

1,808 10 0 

Miscellaneous cotton 
goods . 

5,701 5 0 


ft, 561 1ft 0 

Voollen goods — 

Camlets, English 

rifce'; 

4,014 

9,092 1ft 0 

3,542 

7,144 15 0 

Listings, plain . 

ii 

1.622 

2,841 10 0 

1.320 i 

2,213 0 0 

Alpacas . 


2, “30 

2,012 15 0 

1,877 ; 

J,f»0l 6 0 

Italian eliuli . 


l 706 

1,321 0 O 

1,771 1 

l,M:l 0 0 

Woollen thread . 

Cwts. 

t5 

1,181 10 0 

84 

1,390 0 0 

Miscellaneous woollen 
goods ... . 



5.258 1ft 0 

i 

4,508 5 0 

Metals, miscellaneous 


„. „ 

1,410 0 0 


9U5 5 0 

Sundrh s— 

Cuttlefish. 

Cwts. 

090 

2,419 ft 0 

1 

201 

938 10 0 

Flour . 


5,119 

8,254 5 0 

3,635 

2.317 10 0 

Ginseng, American 

clarified . 


142 

3,304 15 0 

35 i 

2,781 15 0 

Kerosene, American ... 

Gallons ... 

304.4UO 

8,950 10 0 

295,870 

12, lil 0 0 

Prawns and shrimps, 

dried. 

Cwts. 

310 

1 220 0 0 

408 

1,713 10 0 

Miscellaneous sundries 

... 


17,9l9 5 U 

... 

1 

17.401 5 0 

Total foreign goods ... 

... 

... 

373,510 5 0 

! - 

322,810 0 0 

Native Produce. 

Bags, Hemp . 

Pieces 

251.700 

2,115 ft 0 

384,900 

1,097 15 0 

,, grass and straw ... 

II 

Cwts. 

547,300 

4,4U2 15 0 

f0o, 195 

3,448 10 0 

Cakcstuff. 

458 

l.»79 15 0 

201 

1,039 10 0 

Grass-cloth, fine 


92 

1,043 5 0 

121 

2,133 15 0 

Mats, straw . 

Pieces 

299.201 

1,845 15 0 

87,221 

G83 10 0 

Medicines . 



{y*70 6 u 

... 

4,047 Jft 0 

Silk piece goods. 

Cwts. 

140 

2,778 5 0 

18 

1,451 15 0 

Tobacco, prepared 


769 

2,230 0 0 

723 

2,3*4 ft 0 

Wood, poles . 

Pieces 

5,920 

2,271 0 0 

908 

474 10 0 

Woollen and. cotton 
mixtures . 


4,020 

965 10 0 

6,150 

1,287 10 0 

Miscellaneous. 


... 

18,050 10 0 

17,478 5 0 

Total native produce... 


... 

41,152 5 0 


36,557 0 0 

Total foreign goods 
and native produce 

... 

... 

417,662 10 0 


J 359,307 0 0 


Exchange : 1 llaikwan tael = 5s. 
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Table No. 3.—Return of the Principal Articles of Export from 
Tainan during the Years 1890-39. 



Classifier 

of 

Quantity. 

1890. 

1889. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Exports. 
Camphor ... 

U round-nut cak© 

Hunp. 

Lung-ngan pulp 
Lung-ngans, dried ... 
Bice ... ... ... 

Sugar, brown... 

white. 

Turmeric . 

Miscellaneous. 

Total exports 

Be-exporls. 

FflWiga cooda. 

Jtatrc produce 

Total TC-exporU ... 

exports and 
fs-txpsrts 

Cwts. ... 

»* 

i» ••• 

n 

it ••• 

it 

it 

ti 

it 

... 

904 

2*036 

9,370 

12,481 

641 

805,682 

64,606 

24,767 

£ 4. d. 

1,968 15 0 

4,900** 5 0 
16.276 0 0 
12,524 15 Q 

214 0 0 
392,428 5 0 
45,918 6 0 
11,937 15 0 
3,159 10 0 

709 
12,870 
1.636 
4,350 
1,970 
3,786 
647,896 
30,752 
18,595 

*•» 

£ s. d. 

1,447 6 0 
2,397 15 0 
3,348 0 0 
5,903 5 0 
1,417 5 0 
1,484 15 0 
276,093 6 0 
26,152 10 0 
8,549 0 0 
3,956 10 0 


488,327 10 0 

• •• 

331,349 10 0 


11,913 10 0 

145 15 0 

... 

3,689 0 0 

411 10 0 


12,059 5 0 

... 

4,100 10 0 

tee 

500,386 15 0 

... 

335,450 0 0 


Exchange : 1 Haikwan Uel = 5 a. 


Table No. 4.—Showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from Tainan and Imported into Tainan from and to Foreign 
Countries and Chinese Ports during the Years 1S89-S0. 


" " ' ’ 1 ‘ 

J Exports. 

Country. * - - 

1 1890. | 1S39. 

1 

I Imports. 

1890. | 1889. 

i £ *. d. 

Hong-Kong. 1 361,281 5 0 

japan .. 400 0 0 

£ *. d. 

304,856 16 0 
2,518 5 0 

£ ». d. 

56,506 5 0 
198,153 10 0 

£ x. d. 
29,994 0 0 

1 AC, 745 15 0 

Total foreign countries.1 361,681 5 0 

Chinese pens .; 55,931 5 0 

307,375 0 0 
51,992 0 0 

254,659 15 0 
245,727 0 0 

IS6,7 39 15 0 
148,710 5 0 

Total foreign countries and j 

Chinese ports.. ...j 417,662 10 0 

359,367 0 0 

500,336 15 0 

335,450 0 0 


Kxchaugc: 1 Hail;wan tael = Si. 


Appendix. 

Report by Or* W. W. Myers on the cultivation and manu¬ 
facture of raw sugar in South Formosa, and on foreign relations 
with the trade therein. 

The land in the south of this island is generally held by the Tenure of 
cultivators under metayer tenure, that is to say, the landlords find land, 
all or most of the implements, exacting from their tenants a 
certain proportion of the produce as rent. 

Further on are given detailed explanations of the map 
accompanying this report, which shows the sugar districts into 
which, for tradal purposes, the south of Formosa is divided. 

In the northern or “ Taiwanfoo r division, the people are more Condition of 

cultivator*. 
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well to do than those in the southern or “ Takow ” districts ; at 
least this is true of the cane planters, who in the latter district 
have, through a long series of years, allowed themselves to drift 
into a deplorable and apparently irremediable state of debt to a 
few capitalists. As matters now stand they may be literally 
looked on as little better than serfs working for bare subsistence. 
As a rule they are very illiterate, and so quite incapable of 
understanding, much less keeping complicated accounts, that they 
have gradually fallen a ready prey to the avarice of the money 
lenders, who have so far extended their grasp, that the whole 
Takow crop may be said to be more or less at their disposal. 

By a compound system of most usurious interest (18 per cent, 
to 36 por cent, per annum) debts that began at from 50 dol. to 
100 del. very rapidly spring up to amounts utterly beyond the 
possible capacity of the debtors to discharge; despair begets 
improvidence and carelessness until at last the state of the 
unfortunate people is such as described. 

In the northern districts this evil has not assumed nearly the 
same magnitude and, as a consequence, the growers being more 
independent, competition amongst them has freer scope, thus 
bringing about a more healthy and natural ratio between the 
price and the real value of their products. 

In the Takow division the number of capitalists has been 
gradually diminishing or concentrating, umil now the land and its 
produce may almost be said to be at the mercy of one or two 
individuals. 

As foreigners are at present almost solely interested in the 
outturn from the iC Takow 99 division, I go on to describe at the 
outset of this paper how the producers are there dealt with, and 
at the same time attempt to show why it is that, in spite of the 
obvious disadvantages, the price of sugar is kept up at an 
artificial standard, and the disposition of crop subordinated to 
the will and interests of those into whose hands the control has 
fallen. 

Early in the year, in fact as soon as the new cane begins to 
show above ground, advances are made on the estimate! amount 
of crop, a wide margin being allowed for possible loss or deteriora¬ 
tion from flood, wind, or other risks. After the rainy season is 
over another valuation is made, and further advances granted. 
When the cane is cut a final instalment is paid. 

These sums, barely sufficient to enable the receivers to live, 
are all debited, and when the sugar has been made the whole lot 
is valued and the amount allowed credited to the grower. The 
growers almost without exception declare that the utmost ever 
allowed in good years perewt. is from 3s. 1 d. to 3s. 4df., while the 
average is about 2s . lOrf. 

Of course the amount so credited makes but a small hole in 
the debt, which latter soon begins to increase by reason of the 
accumulating interest always calculated at compound rate. The 
lenders do not look, however, for repayment of a debt, the greater 
part of which is fictitious and the result of gross injustice. 
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This can be understood when I mention that they are rarely Pri< ^ P*M 
or never called on to part with the sugar thus acquired at les9 than forei £ ner * 

7 5 . per cwt. when sold by them to foreigners at the port. It is to 
be noted that whereas the amounts paid or allowed for the growers 
are calculated at the rate of 68 taels weight of silver per 100 
Mexican doh, the prices demanded by the vendors at the port are 
reckoned and paid for at the rate of 73 taels to every 100 dol., 
thus the exchange alone is an additional source of no inconsider¬ 
able profit to the already highly favoured seller. 

Add on to the original price (say 35. 4 cl) per cwt., as the 

fair average cost of transport from the mills, and we arrive at 
25. 11^/. as a margin left for profit; so they can well afford 
to treat their loans with indifference, and compete with the 
foreigner or anyone else buying for Japan; seeing that the latter 
must estimate his cost at the market, rate he will be bound to pay 
in the port (Takow). 

It may be asked why foreigners do hot come forward and them¬ 
selves make advances against future crops, but to this the reply is 
that by no known means could they acquire the knowledge and 
hold over the growers, which would warrant them in thus risking 
a single dollar. The Chinese capitalists besides being natives of the 
district, and intimately connected with everyone in it, employ a 
large staff of men whose duty it is to keep moving from field to 
field and place to place, watching the growth and condition of the 
cane; in fact preserving a constant command over it, until, cut 
and crushed, its resulting sugar is finally handed over to them. 

No foreigner could ever hope to attain such a position as this. 

With such advantages it is not to be wondered at that these 
capitalists can profitably sell on the local foreign market, and in 
equally profitable manner undersell the same buyers in the final 
one. 

Even the so-called landlords have got more or lees deeply into 
the clutches of the money lenders, and their share of produce is 
as firmly grasped as that nominally belonging to tli?ir unfortunate 
tenants. 

The soil in the different districts, and indeed in various parts Difference j tl 
of the same district, seems to differ considerably in its sugar soil, 
producing properties. The most marked distinction, however, is 
between the sugar got from the northern or Taiwanfoo district, 
and that of the Takow division. In the latter, though no more 
care in cultivation of the cane or treatment of the juice is shown * ll£rar in 
than in the Taiwanfoo department, the products are much Takow aU- 
richer in crystallizable sugar, and consequently grade for grade tricts r 
of much higher commercial value, at least from a foreign point of ^ortVc'n 

view. (1 strict*. 

The species of plant grown is that known as the Chinese cane : Description of 
and though it is stated that the sorghum or sugar grass is cane .crown, 
cultivated in Formosa, I have not been able to verify this 
assertion, at least as far as the southern part of the island is 
concerned. 

Through negligence in cultivation the China cane dwindles to culh ' 1 ' 
(1094) n 
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a very small sue, the joints only averaging from 1 inch to 
If inches in circumference. Little or no attention appears to be 
devoted to the plant beyond putting it in the ground, notwith¬ 
standing that the Chinese here are as expert agriculturalists when 
dealing with other crops as they notoriously are elsewhere. Even 
irrigation, which to the comparatively limited extent necessary 
for canes one would expect to sec carried out by a people so 
skilful, and persevering in such a system (as is proved by their 
exertions in the adjoining rice fields) is, in the case of the cane 
patches, utterly neglected; and it is by no means an unusual 
occurrence to see most promising crops considerably deteriorated 
in value by so-called droughts, which latter would elsewhere be 
easily counteracted by a simple artificial supply of the needed 
moisture. 

Plantings in Formosa are made from cuttings about once in 
three years. These are first soaked in water for about 20 days, 
until the buds begin to sprout, they are then placed obliquely in 
the ground, more or lees in a line, with one end protruding, the 
furrow for their reception being scraped with the hands. A little 
manure is placed over them, but, beyond this, with perhaps an 
exceptional and occasional weeding by some of the more careful 
growers, no further attention is paid to the crop until it is cut. 

The crops for the last two years of the three above mentioned 
are raised from ratoons, and at the end of the third year the roots 
are dug out and burnt, the ashes being worked into the soil, on 
which another crop, generally potatoes, is grown before the land 
is again devoted to cane. 

Cane-crushing .—This is effected by stone-mills worked by two 
or sometimes three buffaloes. These mills are set up and owned 
by the land proprietors, ami are generally held in 12 shares, each 
share being further subdivided into four. The bolder or holders 
of each share must provide two buffaloes. 

These mills are erected at the beginning of each season, usually 
early in December, and are dismantled at its conclusion, the 
stones being buried in the earth for their preservation. 

The animals work in spells of from an hour to an hour and a 
half, according to the time they take to extract sufficient juice 
to half-fill the receiving pan; that is to say, about 2 piculs of 
juice. There are, as a rule, four boilermen, and four attendants 
on the mill, working in day and night shifts, besides cowmen. 
The boilermen are permitted to retain and sell all cane trash not 
required for the furnace, and this perquisite is reckoned in lieu 
of, or at least in great part towards, their wages. 

All growers who choose to do so may bring their cane for 
treatment (up to the full capacity of the mill, which terra, I should 
mention, also includes the boiling house), and if they elect to 
provide buffaloes and drivers, as is mostly the case in the middle 
portions of the sugar districts, only 7 per cent, of the sugar pro¬ 
duced is retained by the millowners as remuneration for the 
labour of manufacture. In the more southern part, however, it 
appears to be the custom for the millowners to insist on using 
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their own buffaloes: when they retain as much as from 40 lo 50 
per cent, of the produce as payment for their work. 

The following description of the mills in use in Formosa will Description of 
show how very far short they come of fulfilling ordinary mi1 
requirements, leading to much loss of product. Two granite 
rollers, 25 inches in diameter by 30 ftiches in height, are placed 
in apposition. At the top of each roller a row of depressions is 
cut into which are fitted hard wood cogs. By means of the 
latter the motion is imparted to the right-hand stone* from the 
left-hand one. Wooden spindles are let into the centre of each 
stone at top and bottom respectively. By the lower of these 
the stones fit into a granite, or sometimes wooden bed-plate, 
while the top ones project through a transverse wooden binding 
beam, the left-hand upper spindle being prolonged so as to afford 
attachment for the lever, at the further end of which the 
buffaloes are yoked. 

The apposition of the rollers to each other is secured and 
judged according, to the ability of the millwright; and as the 
wooden binding beam is constantly wearing, and thus the distance 
between the rollers always varying, the pressure on the cane, only 
roughly set at first, is most irregular in its application all 
through. 

To modify the effects of this as far as possible the natives pats 
the cane thrice through the mill, but as the following experiments 
show, the results obtained are by no means perfect. 

Then again the frequent stoppages for readjustment and 
repairing the mills are also a constant trouble and drawback. 

The wooden cogs have also to be frequently replaced, as, indeed, 
is the case with all the other wooden parts of the machine; 
causing the millownet a never ceasing outlay. 

The following is an approximate estimate of the first cost of Coil of native 
one of these mills in Forrhosa:— 

Two granite stones at landing port, 50 dol. to 100 dol per 
pair, according to market rate at time of purchase. Taking 
minimum 50 dol. 

Dollars. 


Overland transport to destination, per thile (about) 1 

Lapidary dressing stones .. . 30 

Graoite Beat .. .. .. •• .. .. 40 

Cogs and other wooden fittings renewed each season 20 
Ironwork .. . • ,. .. .. 12 

Minimum first cost .. .. ♦, 153 

or, say, 2bL 10s. sterling. 


Besides the above, at the commencement of each season, 
renewing the wooden fittings, erecting the shed and setting up 
the mill, costs from 80 dol. to 100 dol. (say 13/. Cs. 8 d. to 
16/. 13$. 4 d \ to say nothing of the cost of contemporary repairs 
occurring all the time the mill is running. Comparison of 

The following experiments made alongside of, ana in direct wor k done by 

contrast with the native mill, with two small foreign iron roller native and 

foreign mills. 
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mills, one a single feed, and the other a double feed mill, con¬ 
clusively show the disadvantages under which the natives are 
working. Both the above mills can be sold here at about 75 dol. 
(say 12/. 10#.) for the Bingle, and 100 dol. (say 16/,) for the 
double feed mill. 100 lbs. of cane, carefully weighed and crushed 
by the Chinese mill, being passed thrice between the rollers; 
this experiment was repeated several times. From all the 
operations a mean weight equal to 50 lbs. of juice was obtained from 
each 100 lbs. of cane pressed. Similar weights of cane were then 
crushed by each ‘foreign mill, being only passed once through 
the rollers in every case, when 68 lbs. of juice was found to be 
the average quantity expressed from every 100 lbs. of cane, 
showing again in favour of the foreign mill of 18 per cent, per 
weight of cane. As a control experiment the trash from each 
100 lbs. of native-crushed cane was put through the foreign 
machine, when the juice got therefrom was found to weigh 
18 lbs., thus confirming the accuracy of the first set of experi¬ 
ments and showing that for every 100 lbs. of cane crushed by the 
Chinese method, 18 lbs. of juice remains in the begass and is 
utterly lost. 

Nor must it be assumed that the extra crushing given by the 
foreign mill is in excess of what the quality of the juice obtained 
warrants; for the native experts not only admitted that their 
own trash was obviously insufficiently pressed, but that the juice 
got by the foreign mills both from the cane direct, and from their 
trash, was as good if not better (it was certainly cleaner) than 
that obtained by their own mills. 

Calculating out what this means on the whole crop from the 
Takow districts alone, we find, assuming the latter to be on an 
average 357,232 cwtB. sugar, got from 320,000,000 lbs. of cane, 
and taking the ratio juice bears to sugar as given by the pro¬ 
ducers, 57,600,000 lbs. of juice (128,751 cwts. sugar) is left in 
the trash and used as fuel. Taking the average selling price at 
Takow, and I may remark that this is a very low estimate, at 
8 #. 4 d. per picul, equal to 7s. per .cwt., the value of sugar thus 
lost is 45,062/. 17#., a sum which would show an ample margin of 
profit if every cane grower merely purchased a machine, had 
his canes crushed in the ordinary way, by the Chinese mills, and 
contented himself with simply using his foreign machine for 
crushing the begass, as it came out from the native establishments. 
Again, the sum thus lost is in fact very nearly equal to one-third 
of the total amount at present realised every year from the 
357,232 cwts. actually got and exported. 

The surroundings of these mills are dirty in the extreme, 
aiid the juice flows from the rollers by means of a leaky bamboo 
pipe, led under a filthy buffalo walk, until it arrives at the first 
pan, or what ought to be the clarifying receptacle. In the Takow 
districts the cane tops are ignited, and thus burnt off while the 
plants are still standing. More or less charred material adheres 
to the cane, discolouring the exposed juice until it is literally as 
black as ink. 
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There is here also a complete absence of any attempt at 
cleanliness, the filthiest hands are dipped and even washed in the 
juice; and while large pieces of trash, saturated with the fluid 
they have absorbed, are roughly taken out and thrown away, no 
efforts are made to get rid of the smaller fragments (“cush- 
cush.”). 

Clarification of Juice .—Under this heading, beyond stating Clarification 
that lime is added according to the discretion of the boilermen 0 ,ui:e 
exercised in very rough and ready fashion, there is little to be 
further described. The unslaked lime used is kept in a corner of 
a very dirty room, constantly exposed to the atmosphere, and is 
full of dirt and other extraneous matter. 

There is no attempt at filtration as the juice is ladled from 
the receiving pan into the first c< taGhe.” The boiling “ battery r) 
consists as a rule of from four to five <c taches,” ana under each 
one is a furnace. 

As the boilerman, by some rule which it seems impossible to 
discover, thinks a sufficient amount of concentration has been 
arrived at in one “ tache ” he ladles the contents into another, and 
so on. It is quite possible at any given time that the fires 
beneath the lower pans are burning less briskly than those 
under the upper ones; and although the liquor thrown into 
the first pans shows a low percentage of invert, by the time 
it has reached the u striking tache,” this has probably been 
trebled. In the northern districts where special efforts are 
made to “ grain large ” the result is accompanied by a very 
great loss from inversion. The object of this latter attempt is 
to get “Lao-tsai,” the raw material from which so-called “white” 
is procured by means of claying. 

With reference to the other brown varieties of sugar made 
Formosa, I could not discover that other than mere chance, perhaps 
regulated to some slight extent by rough experience, determined 
either the grain of the product or the amount of cryetallisable 
which happens to survive the crude treatment the liquor has been 
subjected to all through. 

Clayed or “ White” Sugar. —This, as before explained, is got Clayed or 
from “Lao-tsai.” Each jar holds from 133^ lbs. to 200 lbs. whli * 8Ugan 
The clay or mud placed at the top of the jars is that scraped from 
the bottom of sewers, canals or ponds; and the natives about 
Taiwanfoo assert that that got from the bottom of the canal just 
outside the city walls, which is in fact nothing but a gigantic 
sewer, produces sugar with the best taste. This may be due to 
the fact that the canal being connected with the sea, always 
contains more or less salt water, which latter may impart the 
improved taste. 

The following are the proportions of different grades of white 
sugar got from one picul of “Lao-tsai.” The top layer of all, 
equal in amount to 5 per cent, of the whole, is known as No. 1 
white; the 2nd layer (15 percent.) is known as No. 2 white; 
the 3rd layer (25 per cent.) is known as No. 3 white; the 4th 
layer (25 per cent.) is known as No. 4 white; while 30 per cent. 
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of molasses drains out. The latter is reboiled, and about 60 per 
cent, of sugar procured from it. This is known as “ Cha-soa,” 
and is in some demand in North China. 

From the foregoing necessarily brief description of the methods 
used in Formosa for procuring sugar, and the quality of the 
product obtained, it is hoped some idea may be conveyed as to 
the extremely backward condition of the industry. 

A spirit (samshu) is very roughly distilled from molasses that 
cannot be further utilised at the boiling houses; but the distil¬ 
lation is carried on indiscriminately over the country by any 
person who cares to buy the molasses. 

The skimmings at the mills and other saccharine refuse are 
generally given to pigs, and the idea of using them for the ground 
seems to be unthought of. The general waste from this neglect 
alone is as great as it is deplorable* 


Foreign Relatione tcith the Formosan Sugar Trade . 

Speaking generally we may consider that there are two sugar 
districts in South Formosa, namely, Takow, comprising the portion 
marked in blue on the accompanying map, which has been copied 
from the imperial maritime customs annual report for 1880, and 
Taiwanfoo, comprising that portion marked in red. Taiwanfoo is 
the name of the southern prefecture of Formosa as known to 
trade, the new official designation of Tainanfoo not yet having 
come into general use. 

These boundaries are only approximate, as are also the figures, 
denoting yield of sugar obtained in the best known years. 

Both in the Takow and Taiwanfoo divisions raw sugar is 
manufactured, this being the only description exported from 
Formosa. 

Takow sugar is an ordinary brown variety, that is to say, it is 
the raw undrained article, exported as it comes from the boiling 
pans. The only modifications in quality known to the trade are 
those either consequent on an excess of molasses (i.e., inversion, 
owing to deficiencies in the mode of manufacture), or on a super¬ 
fluity of moisture due to atmospheric conditions, varying with the 
period of the year at which the sugar is exported. 

Technically speaking, and in spite of the numerous drawbacks 
which its crude method of preparation presents, so rich is the 
quality of the- cane, and so suitable the soil, that u Takow brown ** 
at any time contains a proportion of crystallisable sugar which 
compares most satisfactorily with varieties produced elsewhere, 
and under much more favourable conditions. Looking at this 
sugar merely as a saccharine material, western refineries would be 
glad to get it, but by reason of its gross adulteration with coarse 
extraneous matter, it is said not to be well adapted to the 
machinery in ordinary use, and this to some extent modifies the 
advantages its composition would seem at first sight to offer. For 
this reason, and the fact that the average cost price in Formosa 
has been much above that which might tempt foreign buyers, an 
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outlet through western and American markets has been practically 
closed for several years. 

From the foregoing and certain local considerations, the only Japan and 
two markets open for South Formosa sugars are Japan and North North China 
China. Now in both these places the popular taste is mnch for Tnkow* 1 * 
behind that which obtains in other parts of tne world. It is, so to sugar, 
speak, at the same low standard that prevailed in Europe in early 
times. The mass of the consumers do not care for, in fact will not 
have, refined sugar, or, what is the same thing otherwise expressed, 
crystallisable sugar, entirely deprived of its concomitant molasses. 

The Chinese taste in this respect, however, must be rated Difference of 
higher than that of the Japanese, foralthough they both agree in j^*“ e * nd 
rejecting “refined sugar,” still it cannot be doubted that in North-taste" 66 
China, at least, great numbers of the consumers, while adhering to 
the preference for sugar containing some molasses, are not only 
willing, but in many cases demand, that this latter be reduced to 
the minimum compatible with what is, in tradal language, known 
as “raw* as distinguished from “refined.” Hence in North 
China, South Formosa sugar that has been considerably drained of 
its molasses by means of the rough method known as “claying,” 
finds a ready market; while in Japan there is no demand what¬ 
ever for it. The Japanese, on the other hand, advancing towards 
but still not reaching the Chinese standard a9k for a “ brown ” 
sugar, as light in'colour, certainly, as is compatible with that 
designation, but absolutely refuse to touch any that has been 
drained even to the extent of bringing it up to the class known as 
“ Taiwanfoo white.” 

In other words, the Japanese, and, though to a lesser extent, 
also the Chinese palate, has not as as yet been sufficiently educated 
to control its prejudices in accordance with the real requirements 
of the animal system. To gratify, therefore, what is only a fancy 
these peoples demand a greater proportion of something (molasses) 
which is in itself undesirable as a food and necessarily more or less 
limits the quantity of that, which from a purely dietetic point of 
of view, is really essential. 

That is to say:—Takow sugar, containing the greatest propor- Takow sugar 
tion of crystallisable, in conjunction with the demanded amount of ^ c ^ rcJ iu 
molasses, commends itself, even to the rejection of the brown J&I>an ‘ 
varieties produced in the Taiwanfoo district, to the Japanese, 
because they instinctively, though perhaps unconsciously, recognise 
its superiority over other qualities less possessed of this substantial 
merit. To Bupply this demand on that market the whole of the 
crop at present produced in the Takow district is inadequate, and 
in consequence of this ready outlet, together with the causes 
previously detailed, prices at the source of production are kept at 
a figure prohibitive of export to foreign countries for the purposes 
of “ refinement.” 

This will also explain why no local refinery, in the European A local 
sense of the term, could be profitably worked here; while the refinery could 
export duty to which its products would be subjected must so ably^iroiked 
heavily handicap it with others working in places free of such 
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impost, that even if the foreign markets to which its outturn would 
be practically confined were sufficiently attractive, competition 
eisewhere must in the end prove too strong. 

Again, supposing it were worth while to treat the raw material 
on the spot, instead of selling it for refinement abroad, the whole 
crop in South Formosa is, at least under present conditions, so 
small that this fact alone would probably be deemed sufficient bur 
to an^r such enterprise. 

]No doubt both in China and Japan there may be a compara¬ 
tively small and well-to-do class to whom the attractive appearance 
of refined sugar proves effective as an inducement for purchase, 
but their patronage must be very limited, when compared with 
that of the mass of consumers, and, therefore, however interesting 
to the philanthropist, who looks to the future education and culti¬ 
vation of the popular taste for sentimental reward, it is not likely 
that such opportunity would commend itself to the commercial 
mind, more prone to consider immediate prospects of ^benefit than 
those which would, if ever realised, necessarily fall to the lot of 
posterity. 

It may be mentioned that the refineries in Hong-Kong make 
strenuous and, perhaps, not unsuccessful attempts to induce this 
class to take their products. Limited though this outlet, com¬ 
paratively speaking, is, still as these establishments depend on 
Australia and other foreign places, and in fact practically exist 
for these markets, it may pay them to cultivate even the 
restricted opening afforded by the luxurious tendencies of the 
well-to-do in China and Japan, But save os an off-means for 
disposing of surplus production, this demand is much too insignifi¬ 
cant to warrant refineries being started solely to supply it. 

As our object, however, at this time is merely to show what 
opportunities for trade Formosa sugar offers, and to discover, if 
possible, from the investigation whether openings exist sufficiently 
profitable to tempt foreigners to engage in it, confined as they 
must be by the limits that we have attempted to define; we will 
go on to describe such particulars of this trade as may afford 
necessary data for forming the desired conclusions. 

Four kinds or grades of sugar are produced in the Taiwanfoo 
district, one of which (Lao-tsai) is not exported, but solely used 
for the production of—so-called—white sugar, while from the 
molasses drained therefrom in this process a fifth variety is got by 
reboiling, and known as u Cha-soa.” The other three kinds of 
brown sugar, produced in these districts are known respectively 
as “ Sheung-taou/’ “ Tiong-tnou” and u Ka-pan** or ship. They 
differ from each other by the care taken in manufacture, so pro¬ 
ducing better graining with less amount of ‘ f invert sugar,” and 
are classed in order of merit and price as above given, from the 
clean, fine grained, diy “ Sheung-taou 99 down to the irregularly 
crystallised “ Ka-pan ” with it superabundance of molasses. 

Practically the sole markets to which the Taiwanfoo sugars, 
both white and brown go, are those supplied by tho coast ports, 
beginning at or about Foochow .or Wenchow m the south and 
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extending up to Tientsin and Newchwang in the north. 

Shanghai, Chefoo and Tientsin are the places through which the 
greatest bulk of the crop appears to be absorbed, but it must be 
noted that while the figures given in the customs returns refer 
entirely to sugar shipped in foreign bottoms, a certain and not 
inconsiderable amount is also carried away by native craft to 
places all along the coast line indicated. 

It is extremely difficult to get at even an approximate esti- Juok-borne 
mate of what quantity does go away in junks, sailing as these sugar, 
vessels do from several small ports on the west coast of Formosa 
not open to foreign trade. TLe native-borne cargoes from Takow 
are comparatively small, no doubt because of the very much 
greater demand' for this sugar in Japan, to which place it is 
carried entirely by foreign ships. 

Owing to the determined action of the various sugar guilds Opposition of 
in China and the pertinacity which they show in “ boycotting 99 Chinese »ugai 
any foreign vendors who venture to engage in the trade, the 10 
latter have for several years, and after losing considerably by the merchants 
attempt to overcome the opposition, completely refrained from engaging in 
further efforts; hence it comes about that the only chance they the tradc ' 
have of touching sugar in Formosa is for the Japanese market 
and from the Takow districts. 

Even here their connection with the trade, besides being Takow sugar 
somewhat precarious, is completely limited by, and dependent on, trade depends 
the goodwill of the one or two native capitalists, who for reasons u P on one or 
previously detailed may be said to possess full command of the ^pi^ists! 
whole Takow crop. In this latter district one rich Chinese 
u Hong ” boasts that they hold in their hands at least half of 
this year’s produce, and that, by reason of their wealth and posi¬ 
tion, they can to considerable extent control the disposal of the 
other moiety. 

Making every allowance for native vanity it must be admitted 
that the assertion is not very far off the truth ; for, as a fact, there 
is but one other native merchant who can, or at any rate does, 
make any show of acting independently of the firm alluded to. 

There can be no doubt but that the great majority of foreign 
merchants are compelled to resort to this Hong for assistance in 
buying sugar or settling steamer freights from the port. At 
first sight it seems strange that this firm should concern them¬ 
selves at all with foreigners, seeing that they ship largely to 
Yokohama on their own account, where they have a branch 
establishment. As their working expenses are necessarily 
infinitely less than those of foreigners, to say nothing of the much 
lower prime cost at which they obtain their cargoes, they must 
always hold a commanding position in the competition, which, 
moreover, it would appear they can put an end to at any time 
they feel so disposed. 

Fortunately for those foreigners, however, whose fate or Compradors, 
inclination leads them to engage in this trade, a force, real or 
imaginary, has considerable effect in impelling the Chinese to 
preserve at least nominal commercial contact with western 
(1094) c 
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traders. I allude to the great fear they have of their authorities, 
and the hope they entertain that a business carried on, even 
nominally, in conjunction with foreigners, may, to a great extent, 
divert the dreaded official attention which their wealth would 
undoubtedly attract if not so protected. As a consequence, 
under the somewhat euphemistic title of u comprador* they form 
alliances with foreigners, and in return allow or assist the latter 
to do just that amount of business, which the necessities of the 
case controlled by the extent to which the forbearance of the 
foreigner can be strained, admit. 

It will be obvious from this that the openings available to 
foreign enterprise, even in the Takow sugar districts, are as 
limited as their tenure is uncertain, and year by year the co¬ 
operation of foreigners has been lessening, nor does there seem 
much reason for hope that, so long as matters remain as they 
are at present, foreign merchants can look for a fairer and more 
reliable share of the business. It would seem, therefore, that the 
commercial problem (on the solution of which depends the ques¬ 
tion as to whether it will be worth while for foreigners to 
continue their connection much longer in the constrained and 
disadvantageous manner now available), may be stated as 
follows. # 

The introduction of foreign machines and improved methods 
of manufacture could only lead to such returns as might be got 
through the sale of said machinery ; and the prospect of even 
this is, by reason of the strong prejudices to be overcome, 
coupled with the tardiness in accepting any innovation peculiar 
to Chinese, likely to be deferred to a date so remote, that save 
as a collateral eventuality, it could take no part in attracting 
mercantile' attention, which latter is always more concerned with 
that which presents a likelihood of fairly immediate returns, 
rather than with speculations the realisations of which are 
indefinitely postponed, and even offer no certainty that the result 
will be commensurate with the patience and labour expended. 
The practical question, then, that remains is: 

Can foreigners, with the superior means at their disposal, 
accept the crude material, as at present obtainable in this island, 
and, by certain simple manipulations, produce an article suitable 
to the peculiar requirements of both the Chinese and Japanese 
markets, which will, by its higher merits, take precedence of any¬ 
thing the native merchants can offer. It would seem that with¬ 
out going to any such very inadmissible extreme as is implied by 
the term “ refining ** in its actual or ordinary technical accepta¬ 
tion, such a “ plan of campaign yy offers very reasonable prospects 
of success. It may be urged that the same reasons, which at 

! >resent limit the supply of the raw material for export by 
oreigners, would prove obstructive to its possession for the 
treatment suggested, but in reply to this it can be said that in the 
Tajwanfoo districts (the main products of which offer a tempting 
field for enterprise, if only means could be devised for over¬ 
coming the artificial barriers set up against foreign participation 
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by native brokers on the ultimate markets), there does not exist 
that limited native control of original material which I have 
shown obtains in the Takow division, and thus this difficulty of 
supply does not arise. Therefore those who can by rapidity of 
improved outturn command a supply of the latter at its source 
would create a state of matters which would, in face of the 
demand abroad that has to be met, render foreigners nearly 
independent of any coalitions against them by rival mainland 
vendors. 

I am here chiefly alluding to the grades of so-called 
“ Taiwanfoo white ” sugar from Lao-tsai, ana it must be under¬ 
stood that the process suggested does in no way affect compliance 
with the aforesaid requirements of the consumers, or render the 
produce liable to be ranked as other than a drained variety of 
raw sugar, exactly similar in all details, save in superiority of 
quality, to what is at present imperfectly and very slowly got by 
“ claying." 

In Takow, however, there would be necessarily more local 
difficulty in commanding the supply of original material for 
improved treatment, but here, what I may call the polarity of 
support is reversed, for there is, no doubt, an increasing demand 
for improved “Takow brownin Japan, and as the principal 
local obstructionist is so far aware of this as to have himself 
attempted a partial, though rough, compliance with the demand, 
by making laborious and limited selections which have already 
established a name for their mark (H. H.) there is good reason 
to believe that, under this pressure he would be more ready to 
co-operate further with foreigners in this direction than he would 
dream of doing in the semi-competitive line he at present 
permits them to take up. The sole reason, of course, for this 
complaisance would be that by it a greater prefit might be antici¬ 
pated than that which the most successful limitation, or even 
suppression, of foreign competition could under present condi¬ 
tions vouchsafe, and thatr without foreign aid and participation 
he could do nothing effective. 

By means of the above alternative, of which the space at Probable that 
command only permits my hinting at in outline, foreign partici- trade will 
pation in the Taiwanfoo sugar trade, at present prevented by the Chinese 
opposition at the final markets, and also connection with that of hands, 
the Takow district now limited by the semi-hostile action of local 
holders, may be diverted or materially modified; in the latter 
instance by favouring influences at the ultimate destination of 
the produce, while in the former case the more propitious local 
conditions seem able to so change the aspect of affairs in north 
China that a similarly desirable opening may be obtained, justifi¬ 
ably attracting foreign capital and enterprise. 

Unless this or some other plan is speedily adopted it seems 
highly probable that sugar from Formosa, in common with so 
many articles of trade in Chin A, must pass entirely into native 
hands. 
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TAINAN. 

Consul Warren to the Marquis of Salisbury. 

My Lord, Tainan, March 29, 1892. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith my Report on the 
Trade of this Port for the yeftr 1891. 

I have &c* 

(Signed) ' PELHAM WARREN. 


Report on the Trade of Tainan for the Year 1891. 
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As anticipated in my last report, the trade of 1891 shows n 
decrease in value as compared with 1890. 
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The decrease, which amounts in all to 106,904/., is to be 
chiefly attributed to a falling-off in the export of sugar, conse¬ 
quent on the short out-turn of the 1890-91 crop, and to the low 
prices that ruled throughout the year for opium. In other 
respects there was little or no change in the trade, save, as will 
be seen, in the import of kerosene oil, which shows a considerable 
decline. 


Shipping ♦ 

The total tonnage entered and cleared for 1891 was 111,947 
tons, as against 133,305 tons in 1890. The number of British 
vessels employed was, as nearly as possible, the, same as during 
the previous year, the falling-off being divided amongst other 
nationalities. Sailing vessels found no employment except to the 
northern ports of China, and even this to a very limited extent. 
Steamers continue gradually but steadily to monopolise the whole 
of the trade. 


Imports . 

The value of the import trade was 388,415/., as against 
417,662/. in 1890. 

The import of Indian opium was less by some 180 cwts. than 
in the previous year, while Persian increased from 3,203 cwts. to 
3,825 cwts. Prices for Benares opium ranged from 76/. 15$. lOrf. 
to 82/. 6$. 8d., but the demand was slight. Persian opium showed 
a steady decline in price throughout the year. Commencing in 
January at 74/. 8$. 4d. to 75/. 4s. 2 d. per chest, the price had by 
the end of December fallen to 50/. 13s. 4rf., and is still declining. 
The new Persian, which commenced to arrive here in August, was 
quoted at 01/. Is. 8 d. y but by the end of the year it had fallen to 
52/. 5s., and the market is still falling. There is a marked differ- 
eilce between these prices and those obtained in 1890, which 
ranged from 74/. 8s. 4 d. to 89/. 7s. 6^., and . to this difference in 
price is, to a great extent, to be attributed the falling-off in the 
total value of the import trade in 1891. Persian opium was im¬ 
ported to the extent of 622 cwts. in excess of the import of the 
preceding year, but in consequence of the fall in price the total 
value was 224,223/., as against 247,135/. 

The causes of the low prices that ruled for opium were, in 
the first place, the large stocks held in Hong-Kong, and which it 
waswell known by Chinese dealers must ultimately come forward, 
there being little demand for Persian opium except in Formosa, 
and, in the second place, the competition with native drug. The 
low price, however, at which Persian has been sold appears to 
have succeeded in temporarily driving native opium out of the 
field. The import has considerably decreased, and all attempts 
to cultivate the poppy in this part of the island have ceased. 

Persian opium still continues steadily to gain ground against 
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Indian. Being comparatively cheap, it id quite within the reach Persian opium 
of the labouring class, which constitutes the largest part of the i* preferred 
population. Persian opium is of different qualities, and is sold at to Indian * 
varying prices per picul (133£ lbs.), whilst Benares, the only 
Indian drug that finds a market here, is all of the same quality, 
and is sold by the chest, supposed to contain 160 lbs. Now, 
although the standard Government weight for each chest of 
Benares is 120 catties, the out-turn is seldom more than from 115 
catties to 116 catties, and is sometimes as low as 110 catties; it 
is only during the first two or three months after the arrival of 
the new drug from Calcutta that the exact weight of 120 catties 
is turned out. This uncertainty as to weight leads buyers to 
prefer Persian opium to Benares opium. 

Again,' Persian opium is, as regards* form and colour, as 
well as quality, being steadily improved to suit the taste of the 
consumer. After it has been once smoked the ashes, if the opium 
is of the best quality, can be used mixed with fresh opium some 
six or seven times, whereas Benares cannot be thus used more 
than once. The touch of Persian opium varies from 75 catties to 
as high as 90 catties, while Benares opium is always from 73 
catties to 75 catties. The smoke of Persian opium is milder, 
and, in consequence, more suited to a tropical climate. Benares 
is not used here alone, but mixed with Persian or native 
drug. Persian opium, on the contrary, can be smoked alone. 

Unless some change is made in the Indian opium to suit popular 
taste there is no chance of its recovering the position in the 
Formosa markets that it once held. 

At present, in consequence of the unprecedented low rates Native opium, 
ruling for Persian opium, there is very little demand for native 
drug; still it is used mixed with Benares opium, and the pre¬ 
pared mixture is sold under the name of Benares opium, but at 
cheaper rates. In the absence of foreign opium the native opium 
is sometimes used alone, or, for the sake of improved flavour, 
mixed with the ashes or refuse of foreign opium. It is also 
mixed with Tientsin cake and sesamum cake, and smoked by the 
lower classes when the price of foreign drug is too high to suit 
their means. The native opium is imported here from T’ung-an, 
about 20 miles from Amoy, and also from Wenchow and 
T’aichow, and is, as a rule, smuggled in junks. It is made into 
square cakes, and, being very soft, is usually squeezed into large 
bamboo pipes, and thus evades search. 

Sesamum cake is imported from Hankow, and the average Seaamum 
price is 3 L 3s. 4rf. per chest of 160 lbs. One-fourth of sesamum cake, 
cake to three-fourths of foreign opium is the ordinary mixture 
used for smoking. 

Tientsin cake is said to be made from cowskin, pigskin, lily Tientsin c;ike. 
flower, sesamum seeds, and other ingredients, and is smoked 
mixed with foreign opium in about equal parts. It has been 
stated that this cake is partly composed of opium refuse, but it 
would appear that this is not the case. The annual import is 
about 400 chests, containing each 200 lbs. The import of native 
(1228) 
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Piece-goods, 
cotton and 
woollen. 


General 
imports: 
kerosene. 


Brown sugar. 


drug and of the different varieties of cake affects the consumption 
of foreign opium to a small extent at present. But the poorer 
classes are becoming accustomed, though slowly, to the flavour 
of these mixtures, and any considerable rise in the price of 
foreign opium would probably at once cause considerable in¬ 
crease in the import both of cake and of native drug. If duty 
and likin were levied on native opium in the same way as oil 
foreign the former would certainly never find a market here. 

Piece-goods, both cotton and woollen, show a slight falling- 
off in quantity imported, but better prices ruled than during 
1891 ; still the total value of the trade only reached some 
48,0 °°/. 

There was a most remarkable decrease in the import of 
kerosene oil during the year. In 1890 304,460 gallons were im¬ 
ported; this import fell in 1891 to 125,400 gallons. This is not 
to be attributed to any falling-off in the demand ; on the con¬ 
trary, the demand has increased, and is continuing to do so 
steadily, and doubtless the actual import has been considerably in 
excess of that of former years. Unfortunately, this branch of 
the carrying trade is being gradually transferred, as others have 
already been, from foreign to native bottoms. Large quantities 
of oil are shipped from Natnoa direct to the ports of Anping and 
Takow, and also to the small ports on the west coast of the 
island. There is no duty leviable on cargo imported in native 
bottoms, which gives the shippers by junk to Anping and Takow 
a great advantage over those who ship in foreign vessels. But it 
is not at these ports that the chief injury is done to the foreign 
carrying trade. According to the likin regulations, there is no 
likin leviable upon imports, but by a curious confusion of terms 
the Chinese authorities here insist that an import into the treaty 
port becomes an export if sent up country by boat, and in con¬ 
sequence all merchandise thus sent is taxed. The result is that 
not only oil, but other merchandise, goes direct to these small 
ports in junks, and thus avoids the payment both of duty and of 
likin. This puts the foreign importers at a very great disadvan¬ 
tage, and will, if the practice continues, as under existing cir¬ 
cumstances it most certainly will, interfere seriously with the 
interests of foreign shipping and those of the foreign merchants 
engaged in trade at this port. 


Export8. 


The export of brown sugar in 1891 was less by some 150,000 
cwts. than that of the preceding year. The out-turn of the crop 
was short, and the prices demanded by growers high ; whilst the 
Japan market was low, consequent on plentiful supplies from 
Manila and Java, and the export under these circumstances did 
not prove profitable to those concerned. There is nothing fresh 
to note in this branch of the trade of the port. Japan still takes 
all the sugar produced in the Takow districts, whilst the entire 
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crop of so-called Tainanfoo sugar goes to the northern ports of 
China. 

A further attempt was made to introduce foreign crushing- Attempt to 
mills in place of the somewhat rude native mills at present in use. 

At Po-a-ka, a large village in the centre of the northern sugar crushing 
districts, and situated about 30 miles north of Tainanfoo, a mills, 
crushing mill by Messrs. Blake, Barclay and Co., of Greenock, 
made specially to suit the requirements of the country and the 
fancies of the sugar growers, was put up, and a fair trial was 
given to it. This trial, at which I was present, proved a great 
success, and the mill was at once taken over by a sugar-grower 
of the district, who had undertaken to buy it provided that it 
did the work promised. As had been stated, the foreign mill, 
requiring two oxen to drive it instead of three, as is the case with 
native mills, crushed the cane far more thoroughly, extracting 18 
per cent, more juice. The Chinese present professed themselves 
much pleased with the result of the trial, and many declared that 
they would certainly buy the new mill for next season. I have 
not heard, however, that any orders have as yet been received by 
the importers of the mill. The sugar made from the juice 
extracted by this mill w r as pronounced by the Chinese themselves 
to be far better than they usually got. This was probably due to 
the closer crushing of the cane, and also to the superior 
cleanliness, the ordinary native method being filthy in the 
extreme. 

White su gar Fell from 54)000 cwts. to 29)000 cwts. T. here Wliite sug&r. 
can, I think, be little doubt’ that the sugar from the Hong-Kong 
refinery is beginning to elbow the clayed sugar of Tainanfoo out 
of the northern markets. 

There was a slight improvement in the export of camphor, Camphor, 
which reached 2,524 cwts., as against 904 cwts. in 1890. The 
Government monopoly is said to be abolished, but the heavy tax 
imposed in order to defray the expenses of frontier defence 
prevents foreigners here competing successfully with the Govern¬ 
ment farm. The expenses or transport too are heavier than in 
the north of the island, and it does not seem probable that there 
will be any great development of the camphor trade here unless 
the tax is abolished or reduced. There has been very little 
trouble from savages in the centre of the. island; indeed, I have 
only heard of one instance of the savages attacking camphor dis¬ 
tillers during the last five years. In the. north, apparently, they 
have not been so fortunate. 

Sesamum seed, which at one time was largely exported in Sesamum 
foreign bottoms, has of late years been sent away entirely in Beed 
junks. In 1891, however, the returns show an export of some 
5,000 cwts., the greater part of which will return to the island in 
the shape of cake of some description or other, to be smoked 
with opium. 

The remaining exports were trifling, with the exception of Turmeric, 
turmeric, 24,943 cwts. Roughly speaking, sugar may be looked 
upon as the only article of export which affords employment to 
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foreign vessels at the present time. True, other produce is 
exported, but to so slight an extent as to be hardly worthy of 
mention; and even into this export, small as it is, the junks are 
Junk* cutting steadily cutting. Junk freight is higher than steamer freight, but 
export the absence of duties and the facilities which the likin office affords 
ra *' a ' to shippers in native craft enable them to compete successfully 

both with sailing vessels and steamers. 


General Remarks. 


Robbers. 


Savages and 

border 

Chinese. 


Coal. 


Harbour 

dredging. 


The year has been uneventful as far as South Formosa is 
concerned. 

The country, though still over-run by armed robbers in some 
parts, has not been troubled by them to anything like the extent 
of the previous year. The roads have been fairly safe, and traffic 
has not been interfered with. 

The savages and border Chinese have, of course, indulged in 
the usual skirmishes, but there have been no serious outbreaks. 
It is a question whether the borderers or the aborigines have the 
better claim to the title “ savages,” the former having apparently 
adopted some of the less pleasant aboriginal customs. In a 
skirmish that took place recently on the borderland, about 25 
miles east of Takow, the borderers were successful, and captured 
a chief belonging to the other party. Him they treated in true 
savage style, beheading him, and carrying the head from village 
to village with great rejoicings, and finishing up with a feast, at 
which the said head furnished the principal dish. There is very 
little to choose between the two parties; but it must be said in 
favour of the aborigines that they seldom make an unprovoked 
raid; their attacks are usually in response to some piece of 
treachery on the part of the Chinese. 

There is some talk of working the coal in the A-li-kang 
district, about 20 miles east of Takow. It has long been known 
that there is coal in the south of the island, and various attempts 
have from time to time been made to get up companies to work 
it, but all have failed. The present scheme seems more hopeful; 
*a considerable sum of money has been already raised, and ap¬ 
parently the high provincial authorities arc favourable. The first 
idea was to send the coal down the Tung-chiang River to Tung- 
chiang (Tang-kang), a small port about 13 miles south of Takow, 
and ship it thence by steamer; but Tung-chiang is not a safe 
port in the south-west monsoon, and it seems that if anything is 
actually done in the matter the coal.will be brought to Takow. 
In former times there was water communication almost up to the 
oal districts, and these waterways could easily be reopened, and 
the coal brought down to a point on the shore of the Takow 
lagoon, whence a channel leading down to the port could easily be 
dredged. There is some talk, too, of dredging the harbour, but 
this has been talked about for over 20 years and has never 
gone further* so one is not very sanguine as to anything being 
done now. 
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Several slight shocks of earthquake were experienced during .Earthquakes* 
the year, but no damage was done. It seems strange that Formosa 
should be troubled so little comparatively by earthquakes, 
whilst Japan to the north, and Manila to the south, suffer so 
terribly. 


Annex 1.— Return of all Shipping at Tainan in the Year 1891. 




Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 


Nationality. 


N amber 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

i 

Total Value 
of Cargoes. 

British 

•ee 

68 

40,146 

mm 

mm 


41,666 

1 t. 

882,163 10 

Chinese ... 

eee 

1 

708 




708 

5 0 

German ... 

•ee 

8 

6,441 

11 

Km] 

10 

9,664 

6,266 6 

Japanese 

Wt 

6 

4,275 


mm 

mm 

4,276 

... 

Total ... 

... 

72 

60,666 

16 

6,682 

ES 

66,107 

888,414 16 

„ for the year 
preceding ... 

74 

67,027 

28 

0,280 

07 

66,266 

417,662 10 


Cluid. 



Bailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 


Nationality. 

Number 

of 

VesMls. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Total Value 
of Cargoes. 

British _ 

68 

40,146 

mm 

1,519 

mm 

41,666 

£ s. 

289,075 15 

Chinese ... 

1 

708 


... 


708 

... 

German . 

8 

6,441 

10 

8,666 

18 

0,107 

92,200 0 

Japanese. 

6 

4,275 

ess 

•ee 

6 

4,276 

41,466 0 

Total ... ... 

mjm 

60,566 

14 

6,186 

86 

65,760 

422,780 15 

„ for the year 
preceding ... 

D 

67,800 

23 

9,280 

07 

67,080 

600,886 15 


Non.—Exchange: I Haikvan tael = fii. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 


















































8 


CHINA 


Annex 2.—Return of the Principal Articles of Import into 
Tainan during the rears 1891-90. 


Article*. 




1881. 

1890. ' 




Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 






£ $. 


£ s . 

foreign goods— 

Opium— 







39,862 0 

Benarea ... ... ... 

|M 

Cwts. 

eee 

443*82 

26,178 0 

622*36 

Persian . 

... 


... 

3,825-12 

224,223 6 

3,203-75 

247,125 10 

Cotton goods— 






Shirtings, grey plain ... 


Pieces 


19,179 00 

8,137 0 

23,198*00 

9.663 0 

,, white. 



••• 

12,92800 

8,792 6 

14,063*00 

8.660 0 

T-eloths, 32 inches 

••• 


... 

10,430 00 

2,702 0 

8,156*00 

2,060 6 

Miscellaneous cotton good* 




... 

3,077 0 

6,761 6 

Woollen goods— 

Camlets, English 


Pieces 


3,832*00 

11.869 10 

4,014*00 

9,092 r» 

Listings, plain. 

• •• 

«i 

• et 

1,667 30 

2,689 6 

1,622 00 

2,841 10 

Spanish stripes. 

... 

»i 

• ■ • 

462*00 

1,280 10 

37300 

1,110 o 

Alpacas. 

Italian cloth, plain and figur 



... 

1,468 00 

1,064 10 

2,630 00 

2,012 25 

ed 


... 

1,886*00 

1,611 ?5 

1,706 00 

1,324 0 

Woollen thread. 

... 

Cwts. 

, ff 

93*72 

1,664 10 

. 84*69 

1,1*1 10 

Miscellaneous woollen goods 

• •• 

... 


... 

3,620 6 

eee 

4,148 15 

Metals, miscellaneous 

... 

••• 


... 

1,764 0 

eee 

1,410 0 

Sundries— 






Awahi . 

*** 

Cwts. 


266*52 

1,108 16 

183*13 

813 15 

Cuttlefish. 

• •• 


... 

607*48 

2,139 0 

696 62 

2,419 5 

Flour . 

#f . 


• •• 

3,820 44 

2,421 5 

6,119*21 

3,254 ft 

Ginseng, American clarified 



... 

34*53 

3,773 0 

142*20 

3,304 1ft 

Milk, condensed, in tins 


Dozens 

... 

2,960 00 

1,220 10 

1,526 00 

690 15 

Kerosene, American ... 


Gallons 


126,400*00 

3,926 16 

304,460*00 

8,956 10 

Prawns and shrimps, dried 


Cwts. 


487*71 

2,293 15 

310*44 

1,220 0 

Wine . 


... 


eee 

1,416 15 

... 

1,090 0 

Miscellaneous sundries... 

... 

... 


• •• 

20,938 6 

... 

15.304 15 

Tola! foreign goods 

... 

tee 


... 

337,393 16 

... 

373,610 6 

Native produce— 








Bags, hemp . 

... 

Pieces 

,.J 

167,160*00 

1,692 0 

261,700*00 

2.116 6 
4,402 15 

„ grass and straw ... 

... 


... 

299,826*00 

2,270 0 

647,300*00 

Cak.estuff... ... ... 


Cwts. 

Me 

601*78 

8,100 10 

458*33 

1,879 15 

Graascloth, fine. 

... 

>> 


131*77 

2,608 15 

91*89 

1,643 6 

Joss-sticks . 

#4* 

»* 

... 

766*62 

1,342 16 

689*76 

1,104 15 

Mats, straw . 

... 

Pieces 

... 

168,&e«00 

793 0 

299,261-00 

1,846 16 

Medicines. 

• •• 

•es 


6,409 0 

6,970 l 

Silk piece-goods... 

•M 

Cwts. 

eee 

27*79 

2.243 16 

139*67 

2,778 5 

„ goods, miscellaneous 


... 


... 

1,691 5 

... 

1,038 10 

Tobacco, prepared ... 

Wood, poles . 

... 

Cwts. 

... 

1,01866 

3,916 6 

768*63 

2,230 0 

... 

Pieces 

... 

3,064*00 

1,872 6. 

5,920*00 

2.271. 0 

Woollen and cotton mixtures... 


... 

8,049*00 

1,906 0 

4,020 00 

#65 10 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 

eee 


- 

21,077 10 

16*607 6 

Total satire produce 

... 

... 


— 

60,821 0 


44 152 6 

Total foreign goods and 
native produce ... 

•«s 


... 

388,414 16 

E 

417,062 10 


Non.—Exchange: 1 Haikwan tael = 6#. 
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Annex 3.—Return of the Principal Articles of Export from 
Tainan during the Years 1891-90. 


Articles. 


1891. 

1890. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 



Cwts, 

£ s. 

Cwts. 

£ 8. 

Exports— 






Hnmboo shoots.. 

• • 

1,817*15 

1,221 0 

1,049-40 

976 15 

Camphor 


2,624*45 

6,852 5 

903-80 

1,968 15' 

Hemp .. 

• • 

2,018*27 

6,199 15 

2,096*96 

4,900 5 

Pineapple 


65292 

1,748 0 

• • 

. , 

Lnn&-niran pulp 

• • 

4,067-19 

6,829 0 

9,370-24 

15,276 0 

l.uog-ngans, dried 

. # 

1,916-88 

2,602 10 

12,481-89 

12,524 15 

Scsamum feed .. 

• « 

6,39276 

3,622 0 

4428 

52 5 

Sugar, brown .. 

• » 

619,232-44 

340,222 16 

805,68210 

392,428 5 

„ white 


29,259 14 

25,606 0 

54,605-71 

45,918 5 

Turmeric 

• • 

24,948-43 

18,223 15 

24,766 81 

11,937 15 

Miscellaneous .. 

• • 

• • 

2,235 10 

• • 

2,344 10- 

Total exports 

• • 

t • 

408,565 10 

t • 

488,327 10 

Kc-cxporls— 






Foreign goods .. 

.. 

• • 

14,106 5 

.. 

11,913 10 

Native produce.. 


• • 

59 0 

.. 

145 15 

Total re-exports 

• • 

• • 

14,165 5 

• • 

12,059 5 

„ exports and 
re exports 

'• • 

422,780 15 

• • 

600,386 15 


Annex 4.— Table showing the Total Value of all Aiticlea 
Exported from Tainan and Imported into Tainan from and 
to Foreign Countries and Chinese Ports during the Years 
1891-90. 


Country. 

Imports. 

ExporJs. 

I 

1801. 

1890. 

1891. 

1810. 

Heng-Kong 

.1 npan .. .. *. 

£ 

386,657 15 
324 0 

£ 9 . 

861,281 5 
400 0 

£ 8 . 

45,542 0 
163,882 15 

£ ». 
56,506 5 

| 198,153 10 

Total foreign countries 
Chiueae ports •• 

836,981 15 
51,483 0 

861.681 5 
55,981 5 

208,924 15 
218,806 0 

264,659 16 
245,727 0 

Total foreign countries 
and Chinese ports 

888,414 15 

417,662 10 

422,780 15 

600,383 15 


Note.— Exchange: 1 H&ikwan tael =Es. 
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New Series of Reports 


Reports of the Annual Series have been issued from Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be 
obtained from the sources indicated on the title-page:— 


No. 

1076. Calais 

• • 

• a 

Page. 

2d. 

1077. Rio Grande do Sol.. 

• a 

5*d. 

1078. Philadelphia 

• • 

a • 

2Jd 

1079. Brindisi 

• • 

a a 

2d. 

1080. New York 

• • 


2d. 

1081. San Francisco 

* • 

• a 

lid. 

1082. Frankfort .. 

• « 


4d. 

1088. Hiogo 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1084. Tokio 

• • 

. • 

lid. 

1085. Amsterdam.. 

• ♦ 

a a 

Id. 

1086. San Francisco 

* * 

• • 

3d. 

1087. Bangkok •• 

• * 

• ♦ 

id. 

1088. 8dul.. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1089. Chiengmai •• 

o • 

a a 

Id. 

1090. Copenhagen. . 

t • 

a a 

id. 

1091. New Caledonia 

• • 

a a 

id. 

1092. Bnshire 

• • 

«# 

2d. 

1093. Tamsni 

• • 

■ • 

Id. 

1094. Dunkirk .. 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1095. Port Said .. 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1096. Guatemala .. 

• • 

a a 

id 

1097. Chungking ,. 

• • 

• • 

9d. 

1098. Nagasaki .. 


a a 

Id. 

1099. Constantinople 

• # 

a a 

2d. 

1100. Buenos Ayres 


• • 

id. 

1101. Shanghai .. 

a • 

a a 

2d. 

1102. Jeddah 

• • 

a a 

id. 

1108. Chicago •. 


• ♦ 

8d. 

1104. Erzeroum .. 

c a 

a a 

id. 

1106. Loanda 

• a 

• * 

8d. 

1106. Macao ' .. 

• a 

a a 

id. 

1107. Canton 

• a 

a a 

Id. 

1108. Paramaribo.. 

a • 

• • 

lid. 

1109. Tunis .. 

•• 

• • 

ljd. 

1110. Sofia.. •• 

•• 

• • 

3d 

1111. Brunei 

• • 

a a 

lid. 

1112. Athens 

• • 

a a 

2id. 

1113. Alexandria ,. 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1114. Vienna .. 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1115. Stettin 

a a 

a a 

2id. 

1116. Berne 

• a 

•. 

Id. 

1117. Palermo . • 

a a 

• • 

2*d. 

1118. Tokio 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1119. St. Petersburg 

a a 

a « 

8d. 

1120. Teneriffe 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1121. Damascus .. 

• • 

•« 

Id. 

1122. Naples 

a a 

a a 

2d. 

1123. Hakodate •• 

a a 

a a 

Id 

1124 Montevideo •• 

a a 

*. 

2i<L 

1125. Stockholm .. 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1126. D&ntzig 

a a 

• • 

2d. 

1127. The Hague .. 

a • 

a a 

l}d. 

1128. Odessa 

a a 

a a 

Id 

1129. Berne .. 

• a 

a a 

lid. 

1130. Malaga •• 

• . 

• • 

3d 

1131. Rome 

■ • 

• • 

2ld. 

1132. St. Jago de Cuba 

• • 

• • 

4*d 

1133. Munich .. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 


No. 


Page. 

1184. Meshed 

• • 

Id. 

1135. Guayaquil .. . 

» • 

id. 

1188. Rio de Janeiro . 

• • 

4*d 

1137. Tonga 

• * 

id. 

1188. Copenhagen.. 


Id. 

1139. Tangier 

• • 

lid. 

1140. Buenos Ayres 

•• 

2|d. 

1141. Para. 

• • 

Id 

1142. Baghdad and Bnssorah .. 

lid 

1143. Christiania .. 

* • 

5*d. 

1144. Old Calabar.. 


2d. 

1145. Trieste .. 


lid. 

1146. Quito 


Id. 

1147. Buenos Ayres 

* • 

6d. 

1148. Bogota 

• • 

Id. 

1149. The Hague .. 

« • 

2d. 

1150. Mexico 


2id 

1151. Florence 


2d 

1152. Calais 


Id 

1153. Lorenzo Marques . 

• • 

lid. 

1154. Patras 


Id. 

1155. Taganrog .. 

• 9 

Id. 

1156. Stockholm . 


Id. 

1157. Washington.. 

• • 

2d. 

1158. Paris.. .. # 

• . 

in 

1159. Bengasi 

• • 

Id. 

1160. Santos .. . 


2id. 

1161. Buenos Ayres • 

w • 

lid. 

1162. Nantes .. 


Id. 

1163. Beira .. 


5d 

1164. Galveston •« 

« • 

lid. 

1165. Berlin «• 


Id 

1166. Bordeaux 


2id 

1167. Calais 


24d 

1168. The Hague •• 

• • 

Id 

1169. Athens .. 

• « 

m 

1170. Galatz .. 

• • 

lid 

1171, Guayaquil 

• • 

Id 

1172. Riga. 

• • 

2d 

1178. Trebizond .. , 


Id. 

1174. Havre 


2id. 

1175. Saigon „ 

• • 

id. 

1176. Baltimore .. 


lid. 

1177. Brest 


Id 

1178. Buenos Ayres 

• • 

id. 

1179. Adrianople .. , 

« • 

id. 

1180. Algiers .. 

e * 

2id. 

1181. Boston 


Id. 

1182. Marseilles .. 


lid 

1188. Warsaw * 


Id. 

1184. Piraeus •• 


lid 

1185. Callao 


Id 

1186. Jerusalem .. 


id 

1187. Chefoo 


lid. 

1188. Munieh « # 


2d. 

1189. Besht 


Id. 

1190. Batavia 


lid. 

1191. Batoum .. . 

• • 

lid. 
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General 

sketch. 

Tendency of 
trade to 
decrease. 

Imposition of 
likin in 1886. 

Effect of 
likin on 
revenue. 


That foreign trade in South Formosa shows no signs of in¬ 
creasing there can, unfortunately, be no doubt; the tendency, on 
the contrary, is, if anything, the other way. Many reasons are 
assigned for this, but chief amongst them must undoubtedly be 
reckoned the imposition of likin and the increased levy of land-tax. 

When in 1886 the then governor of the island, Liu Ming-ch’uan, 
proposed to levy likin on exports with the view of supplementing 
the revenue, which he declared to be too small for the necessities 
of the island, it was pointed out to the Chinese officials that, at 
any rate, as regarded the south of the island, the result would be 
to prevent any extension of trade, and that the revenue would b® 
rather diminished than increased. The experience of the past 
6 years has proved the correctness of this view. 

' It had always been held by the Chinese authorities that the 
trade of Formosa required fostering, and that every encouragement 
should he given to immigration from the mainland. 

With this object taxation was avoided as far as possible. The 
land-tax was assessed at veiy low rates, no duties were charged on 
goods imported or exported in native bottoms, and last, though not 
Tonnage dues least, likin was unknown. The only duty levied was one of the 
nature of a tonnage due collected each voyage from the junks 
trading either to the treaty ports or non-treaty ports of the island. 

This state of things continued from the opening of the island 
to foreign trade until 1886, and the general prosperity and trade of 
the island advanced steadily as was hoped. There was a constant 
stream of immigration from the mainland, chiefly from the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Amoy, and the population rapidly increased. 

Sugar being the principal article of export from South Formosa 
the amount exported in any one year is usually taken as a fair 
indication of any improvement or falling-off in the trade generally. 

In 1880 the sugar export had increased steadily from 658,094 
cwts. in 1870 to 1,288,095 cwts. During the next 4 years the 
export fluctuated somewhat,but was never below 840,000 cwts.,while 
in 1884 it amounted to 1,070,238 cwts. In 1885 the island was 
blockaded by the French fleet and trade was consequently very 
much injured; but it was confidently hoped that the injury would 
be only temporary and that trade would revive after the with- 
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drawal of the blockading force, and there seemed no reason to 
doubt that the previous ratio of steadily increasing prosperity 
would be maintained. 

Unfortunately, 1886 saw not only the imposition of likin on Litin and 
exports but also the re-assessment of the land tax. Land that had knd 
previously been untaxed, or very slightly taxed, was now put on 
the new register and taxed beyond what in very many instances 
it could bear. I know of one case in which the annual tax on 
a small plot was raised from 5 dol. to 50 dol., and doubtless 
others land was taxed in proportion. The people refused to pay Disturbance* 
this increased tax; force had to be employed, and for many in oohmh 
months the whole country was in a state of disturbance 
amounting almost to rebellion. Many of the smaller farmers J^ d toT 
were ruined and gave up their land; others who resisted pay¬ 
ment were treated as outlaws and had to take refuge amongst the 
civilised aborigines and the Hakkas. Immigration stopped, as 
South Formosa was no longer considered a desirable place in which 
to invest capital or labour, and trade declined steadily until in the Diminish*! 
year under review the entire sugar crop exported in foreign, prosperity, 
bottoms amounted only to 665,042 cwts. 

In consequence of the decrease in the rural population wages Decrease of 
have risen and the cost of production is much higher than formerly. rural ) . 
Food, too, is dearer; in some districts it has almost doubled in ISsein 
price, whilst the ground under cultivation is not nearly so pro- and cost of 
ductive as formerly, repeated cropping without - manuring having foo<1 -. 
impoverished the soil, while the producers are not inclined to ^ e ^5 or * tlon 
invest money in improving cultivation or in opening up fresh 
ground. 

The falling-off in the export in foreign bottoms is also to be Export in 
attributed to some extent to an increase in the export by junks; “® tive 
but from inquiries which I have made in various parts of the bottom *- 
county I am convinced that although the export junk trade has 
increased during the last 6 years, and is still increasing, the 
increase up to the present time has not been so great as to account 
for any large proportion of the falling-off in the export; in foreign 
vessels. In 1870, the year in which trade in South Formosa first Trade fir»t 
began to show signs of activity, the value of the export trade was began to 
1,254,020 Haikwan taels, equal at the then rate of exchange, 6s. 8 d. ‘™PI° Te “ 
to the Haikwan tael, to 418,016/. The export trade of 1892 sterling 
though showing a total value of 1,583,132 Haikwan taels, is only value* 
equal in sterling to 356,204/. In this case, sterling values are 
misleading, as the entire export was to Chinese ports and to Japan 
and was paid for in silver; there was no export trade to foreign 
countries in either year. 

One branch of the export trade has been completely absorbed Rice exported 
by the junks. I allude to rice. In tb« early days of the port onl 7 “ l unk8- 
large quantities of rice were exported in foreign bottoihs; at the 
present moment the export is practically nil. The export was in 
former days chiefly from Takow and Tang K’ang, the port 
immediately south of the treaty port, and was divided between 
foreign and native bottoms. 

(1517) 
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Foreign 
import trade* 
Stationary for 
last ten years. 


Opium. 


Increased 
consumption 
of opium. 


Persian drug 
used to 
exclusion of 
Indian. 

Differential 
duties. 
Import trade 
injured by. 


After a time it passed entirely into the hands of the junks, and, 
later on, even this trade dwindled away, and the principal export, 
of rice at the present moment, is from Wu-chi and Hon-lung, two 
ports on the western coast of North Formosa, which are said to be 
increasing in importance every day. 

As regards foreign import trade the value appears to have 
been nearly stationary for the last 10 years. In 1870 the sterling 
value was 296,959/. During the next 10 years there was a steady 
improvement, and in 1881 the value of the trade was estimated at 
070,004/. This improvement, however, was not kept up, and the 
value of the import trade of 1892, 326,443/., is about the average 
annual value of the trade for the last 10 years. 

Opium is the principal article of import, and this branch of the 
trade, though showing some variableness, has, on the whole, im¬ 
proved slightly up to 1892, when the import was somewhat short 
of preceding years. 

In view of the increasing poverty of the island mentioned 
above it seems strange that the import of opium should have 
increased of late years. This, however, is to be accounted for by 
the fact that opium is chiefly consumed in the urban districts; the 
country people smoke comparatively little, and although the rural 
population has decreased considerably in some parts of the 
country, the urban population, on the contrary, is steadily in¬ 
creasing. The habit of opium smoking, too, is becoming more 
prevalent among all classes in the towii3 and is even said to have 
become hereditary, children of a very tender age whose mothers 
have been opium smokers taking to it naturally. The almost 
universal prevalence of the habit is accounted for by the com¬ 
parative cheapness of Persian drug, which is now used to the 
nearly complete exclusion of Indian, and which when mixed with 
either native opium or sesamum cake is well within the means of 
all but the very poorest 

The general import trade in foreign bottoms has suffered 
greatly at the hands of the junks, and as long as the system of 
differential duties continues unchecked there will be no improve¬ 
ment. To take one instance, kerosene oil is laid down at Takow by 
junk 5 c. a case cheaper than by steamer, and the importers by 
junks are consequently in a position to undersell the foreign 
importer, who obtains his oil direct from the mainland by steamer. 
No duty is charged on imports by junk, and in addition to this 
junks are able to take cargo direct to the small ports on the coast. 
Should foreign merchants wish to send cargo by native boats from 
the treaty ports to these small ports, the authorities insist on 
treating such cargo as export, and demand payment either of likin 
or transit duties. The case is much the same if the foreign 
merchant sells at the port; the Chinese purchaser being compelled 
to pay likin if he sends forward the cargo by boat, though if he 
sends it overland it is treated as an import, and is therefore free, 
no likin being leviable on imports. The cost of land carriage is 
so heavy, as compared by that by water, that nothing save opium 
is sent overland, and the Chinese merchants find it better to 
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purchase goods in Hong-Kong, send them to Namoa, and export 
them thence in native craft to the small ports which supply the 
districts for which these goods are destined. Even in the treaty 
port the foreign merchant cannot compete with the native, much 
less in the outlying districts. The above reasons account, to a great 
extent, for the stagnant condition of general foreign import trade Trade returns 
during the past 10 years. The returns of foreign trade by no means do not show 
show even approximately the amount of foreign goods consumed entire ,. 
in the country; it is doubtful whether they even show the amount Sf'f^gn 0n 
consumed at the treaty ports and in their immediate vicinity. goods. 

In my last report I pointed out the injury that was inflicted on 
foreign carrying trade by the system of differential duties, the 
obstacles placed in the way of foreign merchants, and the facilities 
afforded to native craft. The same state of things continuing, and 
the evil increasing steadily, the foreign merchant is completely 
handicapped. 


Total Trade. 

The total value of foreign trade in South Formosa during 1892 Total trade, 
amounted to 671,2091, as against 796,980/. in the preceding year, 
showing a falling-off of 125,771/. Decrease. 


Shipping. 

The total tonnage employed was 119,545 tons, as against Shipping. 
111,947 tons in 1891. 

The British share of the carrying trade amounted to 80,610 
tons; the remainder was divided between Japanese, German, 

Chinese, and Norwegian, the Japanese share being the larger, viz 
15,844 tons. 

The number of sailing ships employed was again less than in 
the preceding year. Steamers now monopolise the entire foreign 
carrying trade with the one exception of that to Chefoo, in which 
sailing ships still take a slight share. 

Imports. 

The import of opium shows a decrease as compared with the Opium, 
two previous years, for which it is not difficult to account. In Deere#** in 
consequence of the failure of most of the crops in the island, ,mpo " 
notably of rice, sweet potatoes, and sugar, there is considerable 
distress amongst the poorer classes, and the consumption of opium 
by them has been somewhat curtailed. Again early in the year 
the price of Persian opium advanced to over 420 doL per cwt. as 
against 252 doL per cwt. for 1891. By November the price had 
risen to 432 dol. per cwt., after which it fell somewhat, and the 
stocks in hand being large there is little prospect of any speedy 
improvement of the market. 

Indian opium still continues to lose ground steadily. The Indian opium, 
import in 1892 was only 229 cwts., less by 214 cwts. than in 1891. 
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There is no chance of any improvement; rather the reverse, in feet, 
the demand is less every day. 

Cotton*. Cotton goods of all kinds show a falling-off, but this probably 

merely means increased import in native bottoms. The difference 
between the import of 1891 and that of 1892 is, however, slight, 
amounting in value to 4,4001. 

Woollen*. The same may be said of woollen goods as of cotton, but the 

falling-off in this case amounts to 7,202/. 

Kerosene oil. The import of kerosene oil shows a very large increase, and 
this notwithstanding the ever-increasing import in junks. In 

1891 125,400 gallons of American oil were imported, whilst in 

1892 302,040 gallons of American oil were imported, and, for the 
first time, Russian oil found a market here to the extent of 
100,000 gallons. A slight preference is shown for American oil, 
though the price of the two oils are the same, the American tins 
being said to hold a little more. The stocks in hand at present 
are very large, and prices lower than has ever been known. 
Kerosene has completely driven ground-nut oil out of the field ; the 
latter is now only used for culinary purposes, and only sufficient is 
produced for the needs of the island. The export both of ground¬ 
nut oil and cake has entirely ceased as far as foreign vessels are 
concerned. 


Exports. 

Brown sugar. The sugar crop of 1891-92, as compared with ordinary years, 
was poor. The total export of brown sugar was only 665,042 cwts., 
and although this shows a slight advance upon the export of 1891, 
it cannot be regarded as anything but most unsatisfactory, seeing 
that the export of 1891 was itself very much below the average. 

The quantity of sugar sent to Japan from Takow was 
comparatively small This is partly to be explained by the fact 
alluded to in previous reports that a considerable quantity of the 
sugar produced in the Takow districts is now forwarded to 
Anping and shipped thence to the northern ports of China. A 
higher price is paid for sugar destined for these ports, and in the 
country between Takow and Anping a better class of sugar is now 
produced to meet the requirements of the northern market. 
Japan takes all the so-called “ Takow ” sugar, and in 1892 the supply 
was unequal to the demand. 

Export Although the export was small those engaged in the trade are 

Trade said to have done well, both in Japan and in the northern market. 

remunerative. The export to Ningpo increased somewhat This part of the trade 
was previously entirely in the hands of the junks, but is now passing 
to steamers. 

Proepectefor The prospects of the 1892-93 crop are bad in the extreme. 

1898 bad. Great damage was done to the cane by the typhoon of July 21, and 
later on by that of October 10. At the latter date the cane was so 
far advanced that recovery from the damage done was impossible, 
and this added to want of rain, the season having been unusually 
dry, will make the outturn one of the smallest known for many 
years. 
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The trade in camphor shows a very satisfactory improvement Camphor, 
and bids fair to become a very important factor in the trade of Improvement 
South Formosa, 5,441 cwts. of camphor were exported to Hong- m trade - 
Hong as compared with 2,524 cwts. in the preceding year. The 
Government monopoly for a long time rendered it impossible for 
foreigners to take any part in the trade. In 1889, 759 cwts. only 
were exported. In 1891 the export reached 2,524 cwts., but 
owing to the heavy so-called frontier defence tax, which was 
imposed at the time the Government monopoly was abolished, it 
did not seem likely that any great expansion of the trade would 
take place. The high prices ruling in Hong-Kong have, however, 
induced foreign merchants to take an interest in the trade, and 
there are now several foreign firms employing Chinese agents to 
purchase camphor in Mid-Formosa. The result is that the export 
for the year under review has risen to 5,441 cwts., and the trade 
seems to show every prospect of increasing. The price for camphor 
delivered in Hong-Kong ranged from 4 1. 16*. to 11. 10*. per picul 
of 1'33J lbs., and at one time rose to SI. 14<- At these rates very 
handsome profits were made, and merchants could afford to pay 
the heavy tax alluded to above. The central districts of Formosa 
are very thickly wooded, and there is no fear of the camphor supply 
becoming exhausted for many years—some hundreds, the Chinese 
declare; still it is a matter of much regret that the officials take 
no steps to enforce planting. 

These districts are apparently more accessible to Chinese than Camphor 
those further north, for so far they have not suffered from savage •[“*“**• in 
raids, and the camphor distillers work in peace undisturbed % Mld ‘ Formo “' 
their neighbours on the other side of the frontier. From the north, 
on the contrary, we hear not unfrequently of distilleries broken up 
and distillers murdered. 

Although the Government monopoly has been abandoned, there Attempt to 
are not wanting signs of an attempt on the part of certain subordi- revive the 
nate officials to create a monopoly in one of the richest of the monopoly in 
central camphor districts. In Yiin-lin, lying to the east of 
Chaughwa, there are one or two Chinese hongs engaged in the 
camphor business. These hongs give employment altogether to 
six camphor distilleries, the only ones at present in the place. 

Foreign merchants are anxious to start a business in Yiin-lin, but 
are prevented by the action of the so-called Camphor Office, the 
official in charge asserting that under the Camphor Regulations of 
1869 foreign merchants or their Chinese employes are allowed to 
purchase camphor up country, but that no provision is made for 
their employing natives to distil camphor; that, in consequence, 
unless they can purchase camphor from the distilleries already at 
work they cannot be permitted to engage in the business, as to 
hire labour for the distilling of camphor is contrary to the 
regulations since made by the Governor of the Island. The 
objection raised is of course frivolous in the extreme, but not 
the less likely on that account to interfere seriously with the 
interests of the foreign merchants engaged in the camphor trade 
here. 
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Miscellaneous Remarks, 

Earthq uake *. On April 22 was experienced one of the most severe shocks of 
earthquake known for more than 20 years. Great damage was 
done both to foreign and native buildings at Takow and Anping, 
so great in fact that the price of building material and of labour 
was more than doubled, and it was some months before the damage 
done could be repaired. This shock was followed by several 
slighter ones; 12 shocks in all were recorded during the months 
of April, May, and June. 

Typhoon*. A very severe typhoon visited the south of the Island on 
July 21, the centre passing between Takow and Anping. The 
typhoon caused even more destruction than the earthquake, and 
the loss of life amongst the Chinese was very great. Entire 
villages were swept away, junks were driven out to sea and lost 
with all hands, and crops of all descriptions were in many places 
completely washed away. In one town alone, Tangkang, about 
12 miles south of Takow over 100 people were drowned, and 
more than 200 houses were destroyed. The distress amongst the 
people has been very great in consequence, and matters were made 
worse by a second typhoon which occurred on August 16. While 
the ravages caused by the first were confined to the south part of 
the Island, the August typhoon spared the south but caused great 
destruction in Mid-Formosa and on the west coast. At Loh-kang 
and Wuchi seven large junks were wrecked and 70 lives lost, 
while the crops were all more or less damaged. 

The Bokhara typhoon of October 10 was not felt so severely 
here; the wind blew from north-east, shifting only a few points— 
indeed, but for the low glass it would have been put down as 
merely a strong north-east gale. 

Disturbance* Early in August the aborigines in the south made serious 
amongst incursion into the Hengchun district. Troops were sent down 
aborigine*. fro m Tainanfoo and remained encamped in mid about the districts 
for some months. Nothing, however, was- effected, as at brisk 
fighting the aborigines have it all their own way, and towards the 
end of the year the Chinese force returned having lost many men, 
some from disease and others having fallen into ambushes and 
been murdered by the savages. 

Japanese Towards the end of December, certain Japanese were wrecked 

“&>» near the South Cape. The aborigines into whose hands they fell, 
wU treated them to the lighthouse and handed them to the light-keeper, 

by aborigine*, who communicated with the I.M. customs at Takow. A steam 
launch was sent down to bring them up and they were shipped off 
to the mainland. The manner in which these men were treated by 
the aborigines is in strong contrast to what took place in 1873, 
when in a similar case all the shipwrecked Lewchew Islanders 
who fell into the hands of the aborigines were murdered. 
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Annex 1 . — Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan for 

the Year 1892. 



Sailing. j 

Steam. 

Total. 


Nationality. 

N amber 
of 

Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Total Value 
of Cargoes. 

British. 

64 

88,82ft 

5 

1,980 

M 

40,806 

4 s. d. 
815,871 18 6 

Chinese. 

5 

ft. 8 71 

••• 


8,871 

2,426 6 6 

German. 

4 

5,692 

5 

1,880 


6,472 

6,811 4 0 

Swedish and 

Norwegian ... 

8 

1.979 


8 

1,979 

188 11 0 

Japanese 

8 

7,922 

... 

... 

8 

7,922 

1,646 1ft 6 

Total. 

84 

55,689 

10 

8,860 



326,448 14 6 

„ for the 
year pre¬ 
ceding 

78 

60,565 

1ft 

5,682 



888,414 1ft 0 


ClliUD, 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 


Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

m 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Total Value 
of Cargoes. 

British ... 

64 

38,825 

ft 

1,980 

69 

40,805 

4 s. d. 
200,748 16 6 

Chinese. 

ft 

8,871 

• •• 

ft 

3,871 

9,072 18 0 

German. 

4 

8,592 

6 

2,827 

10 

6,919 

68,182 ft 0 

Swedish and 

Norwegian ... 

8 

1,979 


8 

1,979 

13,076 11 0 

Japanese 

8 

7,922 

... 

... 

8 

7,922 

70.124 3 6 

Total ... 

84 

66,689 

11 

4,807 

96 


366,204 14 0 

,, for the 
year pre¬ 
ceding 

72 

60,566 

14 

6,186 


a 

422,780 1ft 0 


Exchange: I Haikwan tael = 6t. In 1891, 4f. 6 d, in 1892. 
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Annex 2.—Ret CRN of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Years 1892-91. 


1 

Articles. 



1892. 


1891. 



Quantity. 

Value. 


Quantity. 

Value. 





£ s. 

d . 


£ s. 

Foreign goods— 

Opium— 


! 


186 8 




Patna. 

Cwts. 

... 

2*81 

0 

... 

26,178 0 

Benares . 



226 ‘60 

13,446 2 

0 

443*62 

Persian. 



2,1196 *36 * 

190,917 4 

6 

3,826*12 

224,223 5 

Cotton goods— 


6,701 17 


19,179 

Shirtings, grey, plain 

Pieces 

... 

18,144 

0 

8,187 0 

„ white, plain 


...j 

1 10,188 

5,814 18 

0 

12,926 

8,792 5 

T-cloths, 22 inches ... 


..j 

6,848 

1,111 10 

0 

10,430 

2,702 0 

Miscellaneous cotton 







8,077 0 

goods . 

... 


... 

4,680 4 

6 

... 

Woollen goods— 






3,832 

11,859 10 

Camlets, English 

Pieces 


2,626 

7,125 10 

6 

Lasting*, plain 


... 

1,648 

2,576 5 

0 

1,667 

2,689 5 

Spanish stripes 


... 

401 

1,081 11 

6 

452 

1,280 10 

Alpacas . 


... 

2,267 

1,650 12 

0 

1,468 

1,054 10 

Italian cloth, plain 






1,886 

1,611 15 

and figured. 


9mm 

1,309 

973 16 

0 

Woollen thread 

Cwts. 

... 

93*47 

1,434 7 

6 

93*72 

1,664 10 

Miscellaneous woollen 
goods . 




3,199 14 

6 


8,620 6 

Metals, miscellaneous 

... 



1,718 2 

0 

... 

1,764 0 

Sundries— 






255*5* 

1,108 15 

Awabi . 

Cwts. 


193*73 

786 16 

6 

Cuttlefish . 



607‘84 

1,899 4 

6 

607*48 

12,139 0 

Flour. 



6,346*96 

3,241 11 

6 

3,820*44 

2,421 6 

Ginseng, American ... 



30*26 

8,656 4 

6 

87 *77 

8,960 5 

Kerosene, American... 

Gallons 

••• 

202,040 

8,071 17 

6 

125,400 

8,926 16 

„ Russian ... 

»» 

• •• 

100,000 

2,700 0 

0 

20,000 

624 10 

Milk, condensed, in 




2,960 

1,220 10 

tins. 

Dozens 

... 

1,799 

701 2 

0 

Prawns and shrimps, 





487 *71 

2,293 16 

dried. 

Cwts. 

M# 

611*52 

1,879 13 

0 

Wine.. 




926 4 

0 

... 

1,416 15 

Miscellaneous sundries 

... 


... 

16,931 5 

0 

... 

20,288 10 

Total . 

• •• 

. 1 

1 - 1 

283,309 1 

6 

... 

887,608 16 

Native produce— 
hags, hemp . 

Pieces 


. 

. 163,700 

1,324 16 

0 

167.160 

1,602 0 

„ grass and straw ... 


... 

| 489,960 

2,720 0 

6 

299,825 

2,270 0 

Cake-stuff 

Cwts. 


458*93 

1,714 14 

6 

501*78 

3,100 10 

Grass-cloth, fine. 



97‘98 

1,643 12 

6 

181*77 

2,608 16 

Jades) one ware. 

••• 


... 

1,019 0 
1,061 11 

6 

... 

800 10 

Joss-sticks ... ... 

Cwts. 


626*96 

0 

765*52 

1,842 16 

Medicines ... ... 




4,975 4 

0 

27 *79 

6,409 0 

Rlk piece-goods ... 

Cwts. 

... 

33*45 

8,110 12 

6 

2,248 16 

Tobacco, prepared 


... 

831*90 

2,738 10 

6 

1,018*68 

8,916 6 

Wood poles . 

Pieces 


i 5,573 

2,110 19 

0 

8,064 

1,872 6. 

Woollen and cotton 






8,049 

1,905 0 

mixtures . 



8,820 

1.F58 10 

0 

Miscellaneous . 

... 


; 

18,865 2 

0 

... 

22,761 6 

Total .. 

••• 


i 

43,135 13 

0 

... 

60,821 0 

Grand total 

••• 


1 

326,443 14 

6. 

... 

888,414 16 


Exchange: 1 Haikwan tael = 6a. in 1891) 4i. 6 d, in 1892. 
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Annex 3.—Return of the Principal Articles of £xport from 
Tainan during the Years 1892-91. 


Articles. 


1892. 

1891. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Exports— 

Bamboo shoots 

Cwta. 

1,2*5 *22 

A s. d. 

809 6 6 

1,317-15 

2,624*45 

£ 

1,221 0 

Camphor ... v . 

»• 

5,441 '82 

16,271 15 6 

6,352 5 
5,199 15 

Hemp ... 

ii ••• 

1,865'75 

4,699 2 6 

2,018-27 

„ pine-apple 


447 '78 

1,817 6 0 
9,225 9 0 

652*92 

1,748 0 

Long-ngao pulp 

it ••• 

8,0*2 '90 

4,067*19 

6,829 0 
2,502 10 

Long-ngans, dried ... 


7,256 *66 

5,895 19 0 

1,916*83 

Sugar, brown. 


645,042 -4* 

257,675 8 0 

649,232*44 

340,222 15 

»t ▼hit*. 

ii **• 

60,565*24 

86,328 15 6 

28,26*'14 
24,943 *43 

25,506 0 

Turmeric . 


24,190*79 

9,465 17 0 

13,226 15 

Miscellaneous. 

see 

... 

3,661 10 6 


6,757 10 

Total 

see 

... 

344,765 9 6 

... 

408,565 10 

Be-exports— 






Foreign goods... 

... 

... 

11,804 0 0 

... 

14,106 5 

Mrs produce 

... 

... 

185 4 6 

... 

59 0 

Total . 

... 

... 

11,439 4 6 

... 

14,165 5 

Grand total 

... 

... 

356/<!C 4 14 0 

... 

422,780 15 


Exchange: 1 Haikwao tael = 5s. in 1891, 4s. 6 d. in 1892. 


Annex 4.—Return showing the Total Value of all Articles 
Exported from and Imported into Tainan to and from 
Foreign Countries and Chinese Ports during the Years 
1892-91. 


1 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

Great Britain ... 

llong-Kong . 

United States ... . 

Japan . . 

Total foreign countries... 
Chinese ports 

Total foreign countries 
and Chinese ports ... 

A l. d. 

276,668 * 6 6 
1,755 0 0 
443 14 0 

A i. 

336,657 15 

324 0 

A «. d. 
60,294* 7 6 
116,692*13 0 

A s. 

45,542 0 

163,382 16 

276,867 0 6 
47,576 14 0 

336,981 15 
51,433 0 

176,987 0 6 
179,217 13 6 

208,924 15 
213,806 0 

326,443 14 6 

888,414 15 

356,204 14 0 

422,730 15 


Exchange: I Haikwan tael = 5s. in 1891, 4s. 6 d. in 1892. 
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Reports of the Annual Series have been issued from Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be 
obtained from the sources indicated on the title-page;— 


No. 


Price. 

No. 



Price. 

1281. Salvador 

• § 

a a 

Id. 

1341. Havre 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 id. 

1282. Malaga 

• • 

a a 

4d. 

1342. Vera Cruz 

• • 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1283. Buenos Ayres 

• a 

a a 

8 id. 

1343. Saigon 

* • 

• a 

a a 

lid. 

1284. Canton •• 

• • 

t • 

Id. 

1344. Stockholm 

S 4 

• • 

a a 

2 d. 

1285. Washington 

• a 

• a 

4id. 

1345. Galatz 

a a 

• • 

a a 

lid. 

1286. Warsaw 

a e 

a a 

ii. 

1346. Trebizond 

a a 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1287. Pekin .« 

« • 

a a 

id. 

1347. Algiers 

• • 

a a 

• • 

3d. 

1288. Amsterdam.. 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1348. Amapala 

• • 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1289. Manila 

• • 

a a 

2 }d. 

1349. Cherbourg 

a a 

a a 

♦ • 

Id. 

1290. Bahia 

a • 

.» 

Id. 

1350. Jerusalem 

*♦ 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1291. Munich •. 

«• 

a • 

Id. 

1351. Santiago 

• s 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1292. Trieste • • 

• a 

a a 

in. 

1352. San Jose 

a a 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1293. Tunis 

9 • 

a s 

4d. 

1353. Trieste 

• • 

• • 

a a 

3id. 

1294. Montevideo.. 

4 0 

a a 

lid. 

1354. Madrid 

a a 

s • 

• • 

2 d. 

1295. Belgrade • • 

4 • 

• • 

2 d. 

1355. Teneriffe 

*« 

• * 

a a 

id. 

1296. Teneriffe . ♦ 

• * 

• * 

. Id. 

1356. Havana 

• a 

• • 

• • 

2 d. 

1297. Stettin .. 

• e 

• a 

3d. 

1357. Paraguay 

a a 

• • 

• • 

5d. 

1298. Rome 

a a 

■ • 

2 id. 

1358. Guayaquil 

a a 

• • 

a a 

4id. 

1299. Dantzig 

• e 

• • 

7d. 

1359. Cadiz 

• • 

• a 

• • 

lid- 

1300. Sofia.. .. 

«• 

• • 

2 Jd. 

1360. Marseilles 

• a 

«■ 

• 4 

lid. 

1301. Mexico 

• • 

a a 

lid. 

1361. Brest 

• * 

4 • 

* 4 

Id. 

1802. Paris 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1362- Syr*.. 

• • 


4 4 

2 Jd. 

1308. Buenos Ayres 

e • 

• • 

id. 

1363. Suakin 

• • 

• a 

• • 

Id. 

1804. Tangier .. 

• a 

• • 

2 id. 

1364. Callao 

a a 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1305. Somali Coast 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1865. Pir»us 

a a 

• • 

• • 

2 d. 

1806. Porto Rico . • 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1366. Stettin 

a a 

«• 

• • 

2 d. 

1807. Paramaribo . * 

• • 

. * 

Id. 

1367. New Orleans 

a a 

• • 

2 |d. 

1808. Oporto 

• • 

a a 

iid. 

1368. Angora 

• • 

a a 

• • 

Id. 

1309. Naples 

a • 

. • 

id. 

1369. Antwerp 

•« 

• • 

• • 

2 d. 

1310. Salonioa • • 

. • 

a a 

2 id. 

1370. Genoa 

• • 

»• 

• • 

Sid. 

1311. Valparaiso •• 

• • 

• •* 

2 d. 

1371. Batoum 

• 4 

• • 


2 d. 

1312. Mozambique 

•« 

• 4 

Id. 

1372. Rouen 

4 • 

• • 

• • 

2 id. 

1313. Odessa • • 

• • 

• « 

lid. 

1373. Santo Domingo 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1314. Honduras • • 

• • 

• • 

2 id. 

1374. Nantes 

a a 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1815. Batoum 

a e 

a a 

4d. 

1375. Taganrog 

a a 

• • 

• • 

2 id. 

1316. Quilimane .. 

• e 

a a 

Id. 

1376. Ispahan 

a a 

• • 

• • 

4id. 

1317. Copenhagen 

• • 

•. 

Id. 

1377. Leghorn 

• * 

4 * 

*« 

2 d. 

1818. Lima 

• • 

»* 

Id. 

1378. Cagliari 

a a 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1819. New York .. 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1379. Boston 

• « 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1320. Baghdad and Bussorah 

a a 

Id. 

1380. Palermo 

a a 

• • 

• • 

3d. 

1321. Rio de Janeiro 

• • 

a a 

3d. 

1381. New Fork 

a a 

a a 

a a 

2 d. 

1322. Reunion «. 

•. 

• « 

3 id. 

1382. Zanzibar 

a a 

a a 

a a 

2 d. 

1323. Berne » « 

a a 

♦ ♦ 

Id. 

1383. Naples 

a a 

•« 

* * 

lid. 

1324. Kinkiang •. 

a a 

a a 

id. 

1384. Constantinople 

• ■ 

• • 

2 d. 

1325. Besht 

• • 

a a 

3id. 

1385. Buenos Ayres 

a a 

a a 

«id. 

1326. Florence • • 

a a 

• • 

Id. 

1386. Caracas 

a a 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1327. Hakodate •. 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1387. Vienna 

a a 

• • 

e • 

lid. 

1328. Paris *. 

•• 

a • 

2 d. 

1388. Madeira 

• • 

e • 

• • 

id. 

1829. Paramaribo.. 

• • 

a a 

iid. 

1389. Panama 

• • 

a a 

• • 

lid. 

1330. St. Petersburg 

• a 

a a 

2 |d. 

1390. New Orleans 

a a 

• • 

2 id. 

1831. Patras •• 

a a 

.« 

in. 

1391. Manila 

• • 

a a 

a a 

2 d. 

1332. Calais »• 

• • 

•. 

2 |d. 

1392. Foochow 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1833. Loan da .. 

• • 

• 4 

Id. 

1393. Ningpo 

1394. Chinkiang 

M 

a a 

«• 

Id. 

1334. Bordeaux .. 

a a 

• • 

2 }d. 

• a 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1335. Taganrog •. 

1336. Galveston • • 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1395. Tameui 

•« 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

• • 

. • 

8 |d. 

1396. Chungking 

1397. Philadelpni 

•« 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1337. Riga.. t* 

• a 

a a 

2 d. 

a 

• • 

•• 

3id. 

1338. Batavia . . 

a a 

•. 

Hd. 

1398. Bilbao 

a a 

• • 

«• 

21 d. 

1339. Boston 

a a 

• • 

lid. 

1399. Dunkirk 

• • 

4 4 

a a 

Id. 

1340. Baltimore • • 

a a 

•« 

lid. 

1400. Amoy 

a a 

• • 

•« 

lid. 
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Consul Hv.rst to the Earl of Kimberley. 

My Lord, Tainan, March 26, 1894. 

I have the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 
Trade of Tainan for the year 1893. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HURST. 


Report on the Trade and Commerce of Tainan for the Year 1893. 
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Toted Trade . 


The total trade of the port in foreign vessels amounts to 
659,161/., as against 682,647/. in 1892 ; but in the returns for 1893, 
the value of the opium imported was taken at the net import value 
plus the customs duty of 18/. 3s. per. cwt., whilst the duty was 
omitted from the calculation in preceding years. This swells the 
returns of imports by 57,778/. Deducting this amount to render 
the comparison a fair one, the uet value of the trade is thus 
(1771) 


Diminution iu 
total trade. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 












2 


CHINA. 


601,3832., showing a falling-off as compared with the preceding 
year of 81,2642. in the sterling value of the trade, or nearly 12 per 
cent. This is entirely due to a depreciation in silver of rather more 
than a similar percentage, the Haikwan tael, which was reckoned 
at 4s. 6c2. in last year’s trade returns, being in the year 1893 valued 
at 3s. lid. 


Imports. 



Qualities of 

Chinese 

opium. 


The chief foreign import is opium, valued at 236,52221 out of 
344,4802., the total value of the imports. Persian opium is almost 
in possession of the market, Patna having no longer a place in the 
returns, and Benares showing a diminution. 

The price of Benares has remained fairly steady, but there has 
•been a steady advance in that of Persian exhibited throughout the 
year. Starting in January at 382 doL per cwt for new opium, and 
361 dol for old, it rose last December to 537 dol. per cwt. for old, 
and 525 dol. for new. This advance is due to the following causes, 
viz., to the fall in exchange caused by the depreciation of silver, to 
a short crop in Persia which was said to be from 30 per cent, to 
40 per cent. less than average, the holding back of supplies of 
Persian in Bombay, the reduction in the quantity of the Bengal 
drug auctioned monthly by the Indian Government, and lastly to 
the partial failure of the crop in Northern China. The general 
“ unhealthiness ” of the China trade and the tightness of money 
have prevented, to some extent, even a further upward move¬ 
ment 

The increase in price has led to a marked increase in the use 
of opium pills imported from Hong-Kong and Amoy, and made 
here. 

Native opium is imported at Tamsui from Wenchow and Tai- 
chow j none is imported here. About a year ago small shipments 
came over by junk from the Tungan district near Amoy, but were 
not found profitable, as the price was too high to admit of its com¬ 
peting with Persian drug here, unless “ smuggled,” which is done, 
to a small extent, by the supercargoes and crews of native junks. 

The native Tungan opium is a strong drug like Benares, but 
is a much inferior preparation. The ash, on being burnt, is of a 
very black colour; moreover, it does not stand repeated smoking 
like Persian. 


3*ntrcs. 

Comparison of 
“ touch.”' 


Old smokers prefer Benares, and it is used along with Persian 
to increase the strength and improve the. flavour. 

The proportion of pure opium “ touch ” in the “ cakes of com¬ 
merce" shows as follows:— 


Benares; 50 per cent, to 55 per cent, (some say 53 per cent, to 
56 per cent), the drug being smoked once, and then, after the 
addition of fresh drug on each occasion, twice at most more. 

Persian, 80 per cent, to 85 per cent, the drug being smoked 
two to three times, and then, after the addition of fresh drug on 
each occasion, three to five times. 


Native, 60 per cent to 65 per cent, (some say 65 per cent to 
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70 per cent.), the drug being smoked once or twice (not often 
twice), and then, after the addition of fresh drug in each case, twice 
more; after the second or third smoke it is sold for consumption 
by the poorer classes. 

Consumption of opium has, during the year, been generally 
more restricted consequent upon the high prices ruling. 

Sesamum seed cake is now quite out of use for opium adultera- Opjnm 
tion, being supplanted by “ Tientsin ” cake, a repulsive preparation B ® u,teration - 
of boiled-down skins and all kinds of refuse of a “gelatinous" 
nature, to which in boiling has been added opium, pod, stalk, husk, 

&c.—in fact, anything that would impart to it the taste or smell of 
opium. 

It is used for the adulteration of opium in increasing propor¬ 
tions ; last year two or three parts of the cake to seven or eight of 
opium; this year three or four parts of the cake to six or seven 
parts of opium. The price in 1892 averaged from 17 doL per cwt. 
to 25’ dol. per cwt., thi3 year 34 doL per cwt. to 42 dol. per cwt. 

It is imported under the name of “medicinal cake” mostly by 
foreign vessels, but to some and to an increasing extent also by 
junk. The poorer classes buy a mixture of nearly equal parts of 
opium and “ Tientsin cake.” 

The cake is sold by the dealers with each chest of opium sold; 
the adulteration being done by the wholesale dealers in prepared 
opium, and again by the retail dealers. 

The amount of these imported is inconsiderable. Cotton goods Cotton and 
to the value of 14,61 71. were imported in 1893, as against 18,308/. woollen good*, 
in 1892; and woollen goods to the value of 14,372/., as against 
18,042/. last year. This falling-off is partly due to the increasing 
poverty of the people, but chiefly to an advance in price due to the 
fall in exchange. English goods are being supplanted by those of Japanese 
Japan, whose cheap bright-coloured printed cottons and cotton and Kvods fancied, 
woollen crapes find increasing favour, and by the Northern Chinese 
cotton goods, which wear well: these are chiefly imported by 
junk. 

The consumption of kerosene is likely to steadily increase; Kerosene oil. 
the returns show a decrease, but this is probably owing to the 
large stocks in hand at the end of 1892. 

American oil is preferred to Bussian, as the latter smokes and 
does not burn so well ; the difference in price is Ad. or 5 d. per case preferred, 
in favour of Bussian. The latter shows continued improvement in 
quality. 

Native oil is less used as a lamp oil consequent on the intro- Native oiL 
Auction of kerosene; but its consumption among the poor as a 
culinary oil has increased. The ci-op of peanuts both in Formosa 
and the Pescadores was, in 1893, much smaller than usual; in the 
latter place the crop was nearly all destroyed by typhoon weather, 
and large imports came by junk from Ning-po and Foochow. 

The import of lamps is steadily increasing: the kinds in Lamps, 
demand being mostly common Canton makes and the inferior 
grades of German makes; 

(1771) 
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Exports. 

The leading articles of export are sugar, Camphor, and turmeric, 
sugar being responsible for an export valued at 249,218/. out of- a 
grand total of 814,681/. 

• The sugar crop for 1894 promises to be larger than in the past 
2 or 3 years, owing, in some measure, to the increased area under 
cultivation due to the good prices obtained in the season 1892-93 ; 
but chiefly to the comparative immunity from damage to the crops 
by typhoons, rains, and consequent floods. Still, canes, "though 
fine in appearance, and large, long, and thick', are not so full <of 
“ saccharine” as was expected, arid previous estimrtes of 380,000 
cwts. to 400,000 cwts. in the Takow district are reduced since. 
manufacture commenced to 310,000 cwts. or 330,000 cwts. -The 
'“ Takow ” brown sugar holds its own fairly well in Japan, but the 
competition with Manila -sugars imported into Japan, viS Hong- 
Kong, where it is mixed with Straits or Java sugars, or sent 
unmixed, is very keen. - 

Tainan-fu now supplies practically only two qualities, “ Shang- 
tou ” and “ chung-tou ” for Northern China markets. “ Eapan ” or 
ordinary brown, has not been mariufaccured as formerly . since 
enquiry for Australia, America, and Europe ceased. • 

On the whole, consequent upon damage to Amoy, Swatow, and 
Canton sugars, prices paid have been high both for Takow and 
Tainan-fu sugars; but, on first and second contracts, sellers to 
shippers lost heavily; nearly 1 dol. per cwt. in some cases was paid 
to cancel contracts, due to the advance in the North resulting from 
short arrivals from Southern China. 

Likin tu. The likin tax of about 2d. per cwt. is collected by a system of 

passes issued in Tainan-fu to applicants bringing down sugar. 
In Takow shippers (Chinese) and contractors receive a retaining 
fee and the tax is collected on their declarations checked by the 
customs returns to the Taotai. It is an onerous tax and to some 
extent prevents the development of trade. Junks evade the tax 
by paying a lump sum for a declaration of capacity, generally 
half the true capacity, or by loading at places where there are no 
likin stations. 

Introduction Keferring to the efforts made to introduce iron cane-crushing 
of Iron cane- mills into this island, I may state that it seems probable that 
of^ropeam *' t ^ iese efforts have met with permanent success. A m il l has been 
make. P procured and erected for a military official, the possessor of some¬ 
what large sugar plantations some 8 miles from Tainan-fu, which 
has given such excellent results as to convince the most sceptical 
of the substahtial advantages to be derived from its substitution 
for the crude native stone, rollers. It must not be inferred from 
this that there will be an immediate and simultaneous' demand 
all over the island for foreign cane-crushing mills. Chinese, are 
far too slow-moving and cautious for that; but it is none the less 
a matter for congratulation that one mill has actually and by 
popular assent ousted the native rival set up as a stand-by in case- 
of the failure, which the public voice had previously declared 


Leading 

exports. 

Sugar. 


Prices. 
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must inevitably overtake the foreign intruder, and that the latter 
is now working to the satisfaction and astonishment of the people 
from far and hear. 

Business in camphor is steadily increasing, 7,530 cwts. of the Camphor 
value of 25,523/. having been exported in 1893, as against tr#de - 
5,441 cwts., valued at 16,272/., in the previous year; and this 
notwithstanding a vexatious interference on the part of the 
camphor authorities in the interior of the island with the business 
of a leading British firm, which required much perseverance and 
determination on the part of my predecessors to overcome. So 
far supplies of the drug have not exceeded the demand for London, 

Hamburg, India, Straits Settlements, Java, &c. Prices have 
fluctuated greatly. Early in January the price was as high as 
47 dol. per cwt., in April 33 dol., advancing in July to 41 dol., 
and declining again to 36 dol. 50 c. at the end of the year. 

Japan camphor, a better prepared and cleaner article, commands 
a higher price, but manufacture is under Government restrictions; c ‘ m P t<>r - 
in January 52 dol. per cwt., in April 36 doL, and at the end of 
the year 40 doL: the suppiy has been small and irregular. The 
above prices refer to the Hong-Kong market. Contracts in the 
country are running out, and 5 doL advance is asked for renewals. 

During the year new districts for working camphor have been New districts, 
opened up, viz., Yunlin in the beginning of the year and Kagee 
at the end. 

An examination of the trees to the south of the island proved 
unsatisfactory, and operations there were discontinued. Districts 
to the immediate east of Tainan-fu, but far inland, are being tried, 
but the absence of roads is a bar to operations. 

Turmeric has, within the last 2 years, been shipped away by Turmeric, 
foreigners, consequent upon a partial failure of Indian crops, and 
shipments have been made to Hong-Kong for India and European 
markets. Owing to this enquiry prices last year went up rapidly, 
and were particularly profitable to contractors and growers. The 
stock was exhausted without meeting the demand. 

The rice crops for the year were fully up to average, better at Rice. 
Tainan-fu than Takow. There has been a large export from the 
south by junk to Namoa and Swatow. This has reduced the 
supplies available for local consumption, and consequently prices 
have advanced largely. The export is prohibited by the authorities, 
but none the less it goes on. 

General Remarks. 

Trade in Formosa is heavily handicapped by likin and other Uecry 
charges such as the fang fei (protection) tax on camphor, fixed hj^eratrade 
originally at 15 dol. per cwt., but now a proportionate part of the development, 
camphor produced is taken by the Government in lieu of a money 
payment; this tax is levied ostensibly to defend the camphor 
workers from the attacks of the aborigines, between whom and the 
Chinese there is a constant feud. 

A great impediment in the way of the agricultural prosperity Lund tax. 
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of the island is the land tux, which is a heavy one and all the 
heavier from the fact that it is collected from the Government 
survey of property, while formerly it was based upon the declara¬ 
tions of the proprietor of the ground under cultivation, with an 
abatement for land of indifferent description. The tax has been 
and is the cause of the poorer land being put out of cultivation, 
and of a decrease of population in the interior, villages and 
hamlets showing jas much as from 20 per cent, to 30 per cent, 
reduction in population. 

I am indebted to Mr. Spinney, Commissioner of Customs, for 
inspection of the returns from which the tables accompanying this 
report are compiled, and to Mr. Moncrieff Wright and Dr. 
Wykeham Myers for the greater part of the information contained 
therein; as my own experience of the port, extending only to a 
few weeks, was necessarily very limited. 

Table 1.— Retubh of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan during 

the Year 1893. 


K*naan. 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Toni. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Toni. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Toni. 

Value of 
Cargoes. 

British . 

7 

>,124 

68 

38,822 

65 

41,446 

6 

319.612 

Chinese ... 


... 

1 

703 

1 

703 

36 

German .- 

Swedish and Nor- 

6 

2,664 

* 

4,687 

18 

7,251 

u,ao« 

wegian . 

1 

193 

1 

484 

2 

617 

127 

Japanese . 

HI 

... 

8 

8,609 

8 

8,609 

18,099 

Total . 

„ tor the year 

14 

5,881 

70 

47,806 

84 

63,686 

344,480 

preceding 

10 

3,860 

84 

55,689 


69,549 

326,448 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Total 
Value of 
Cargoes. 

Number of 
Vessels, 

1 

Tons. 

. 

1 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

6 

! 

2,268 

68 

38,32*2 

63 

I 

£ 

214,179 

Gbineae 

# . 

• •• 

1 

703 

1 

WmBM 

•— 

German . 

6 

2,564 

0 

4,300 

18 


68,046 

Swedish and Nor- 





7,722 

wegian . 

1 

193 

1 

484 

2 


Japanese . 

see 

... 

3 


a 

gfjA^Jj 

34,734 

Total . 

12 

6,026 

6J 

47,418 

81 

52,443 

314,681 

1t for the jear 




356,204 

preceding 

1 

11 

4,307 

84 

56,689 

96 

58,996 
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TAINAN. 


Table 2.—Return of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
dnring the Years 1893-92. 



1893. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

J 


£ 

Cwts. 



n 

160 

12,784 

it 

3,033 

223,738 

Pieces 

16,627 

5,641 

v* 

7,766 

4,011 

„ M> 

7,013 

1,306 


... 

3,160 

Pieces 

3,078 

6,324 

„ 

1,007 

2,181 


399 

822 

»» ••• 

1,542 

1,195 


1,263 

1,066 


... 

3,794 

— 

... 

1,248 

Gallons # ... 

189,020 

4,464 

ii ••• 

• •• 

• •• 

IM 

48,068 

Pieces 

230,907 

1,864 

Cwts. 

916 

3,947 

t, 

84 

562 

Pieces 

4,706 

77 

Cwts. 

888 

1,266 

H ... 

366 

486 


... 

61 

Cwts. 

1,007 

4,569 

Pieces 

6,820 

2,817 

,, ... 

6,260 

1,248 

••• 

••• 

8,303 

• •• 


344,480 


ArUdM. 


Foreign good*— 

Opium— 

Patna •«« ••• ••• 

Benares 

Persian^, . 

Cotton good*— 

Shirtings— 

Qrer, plain ... 

White, plain. 

T cloths, 32 inches 
Miscellaneous cotton goods 
Woollen goods— 

Camlets, English 

Lasting*, plain. 

Spanish stripes. 


cloth . 

Miscellaneous woollen goods.. 

Metals, miscellaneous . 

Kerosene— 

American ••• aee •• 

Bnssian •wo ••• s eeo ••< 

Sundries IM • •• ••• •• 

Native produce— 

Bags, hemp . 

Cake stuff . 

Grass-cloth, fine... ... ,. 

Jadestone ware. 

Joss-sticks . 

Medicines 
Silk piece-goods... 

Tobacco, prepared . 

Wood poles *•• oei 

Woollen and cotton mixtures 
Miscellaneous ... „ 

Grand total . 


1892. 


Quantity. 


2‘81 
226 
3,096 


18,144 

10,188 

0,843 


3,830 

1,648 

401 

2,287 

1,309 


302,040 

100,000 


103,700 
408*93 
97 *98 

828*96 

• •• 

33*45 

831*90 

5,073 

8,820 


Value. 


185 

13,446 

190,917 


6,703 

0,815 

1,111 

4,680 

7,128 

2,076 

1,082 

1,661 

974 

4,633 

1,718 

8,072 

2,700 

29,920 

1,325 

1,715 

1,644 

1,019 

1,062 

4,976 

3.111 
2,734 

2.111 

1,858 

21,082 


326,443 


Exchange: 1 Haikwan tael = 4*. 6 d. In 1892, 3«. lid. in 1893. 
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Table 3. —Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
during the Year’s 1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bamboo shoots. . 
Camphor 

Hemp. 

Lnng-an pulp .. 
Long-ana, dried 

Sugar, brown .. 

,i whit© • • • • 

Turmeric ,. 

Miscellaneous .. 

Cwts. 
3,311 
7,630 
2,622 
4,435 
5,428 
572,058 
34,988 
35,436 
• • 

£ 

2,162 

25,523 

4,045 

3,345 

1,833 

223,342 

25,906 

13,733 

7,933 

Cwts. 
1,335 
5,441 
2,312 
8,032 
7,256 
. 665,042 
50,565 
24,190 

£ 

809 

16,272 

6,046 

9,225 

5,396 

257,675 

36,324 

9,456 

3,562 

Total 

• * 

307,821 

• • 

344,745 

Re-exports— 

Foreign goods .. 

Native „ 

• e 

• • 

6,657 

203 

• * 

11,304 

185 

ToUl of re-exports .. 

• • 

6,860 

© • 

11,439 

Grand total 

• • 

814,681 

• f 

•356,204 


Exchange: 1 Haikw&n tael * 4*. 6 d. in 1892, 3 a. Ud. in 1893. 


Table 4.—Return showing the Total Value of all Articles Ex¬ 
ported from and Imported into Tainan to and from Foreign 
Countries and Chinese Ports during the Years 18.93-92. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Hong-Kong 

Japan . 

United States America 

£ 

292,842 

• • 

• • 

£ 

276,668 

444 

1,756 

£ 

49,380 

81,636 

* • 

£ 

64,294 

116,898 

• • 

Total foreign coun¬ 
tries .. 

Chinese ports 

292,842 

51,638 

m 

131,016 

183,665 

176,987 

179,217 

Grand total 

344,480 

| 326,443 

314,681 

856,204 


Exchange : 1 Haikw&n tael » 4*. 6rf. in 1892, 3*. llrf. in 1893. 
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No. 

1433. Brindisi 

a a 

Price. 
•. 21d. 

1434. Gothenburg 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1435. Kiungchow .. 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1436. St. Petersburg 

• a 

9 9 

id. 

1437. Malaga 

a a 

• a 

Id. 

1438. Chicago •• 

• • 


2*d. 

1439. Odessa .. 

a • 

• a 

2d. 

3440. Tabreez ,, 

• • 

a a 

id. 

1441. Tahiti 

a a 

• a 

id. 

1442. Shanghai .. 

* a 

• a 

2d. 

1443. Nagasaki . ♦ 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1444. Madrid 

a a 

a a 

2id. 

1445. Malaga 

a i 

a a 

2Jd. 

1446. Rotterdam .. 

a a 

• a 

Id. 

1447. Port Said .. 

a a 

• a 

Id. 

1448. Sofia. • • • 

a • 

• • 

2id. 

1449. Warsaw 

a a 

• • 

lid. 

1450. Africa (Congo) 

a a 

* a 

2d. 

1451. Jeddah 

* a 

a • 

Hd. 

1452. San Francisco 

a a 

• a 

Bid. 

1453. Oporto •. 

• • 

t • 

2d. 

1454. Barcelona • . 

• a 

9 9 

2d. 

1455. New Caledonia 

V a 

a a 

id. 

1456. Smyrna . • 

• a 

»• 

Id. 

1457. Macao 

• • 

a a 

Id. 

1458. Samoa 

• a 

a a 

Id. 

1459. Hiogo and Osaka 

< a 

a a 

3d. 

1460. Lisbon 

• • 

a a 

2d. 

1461. Pekin 

• f 

a a 

2d. 

1462. Corunna 

■ • 

a a 

2d. 

1463. Mozambique 

• a 

• • 

15d. 

1464. Munich .. 

• a 

a a 

lid. 

1465. St. Petersburg 

a a 

a a 

3d. 

1466. Naples 

t a 

• ■ 

Id. 

1467. Montevideo 

a a 

• 9 

2id. 

1468. Aden .. 

• f 

a a 

Id. 

1469. Tokio 

a a 

a • 

lid. 

1470. Dantzig 

• # 

a a 

6d. 

1471. Guayaquil .. 

a a 

• • 

Id. 

1472. Canton 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1473. Dar-al-Baida 

a a 

• • 

3d. 

1474. Teheran *. 

a a 


2d. 

1475. Bushire 

• a 

«« 

2d. 

1470. Tangier .. 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1477. Rome 

a a 

• • 

2d. 

1478. Hamburg .. 

a a 

a a 

4d. 

1479. The Hague.. 

a a 

•« 

lid. 

1480. Belgrade ,. 

a a 

• • 

2d. 

1481. Batoiun 

• ♦ 


lid. 

1482. Teneriffe .. 

a a 


id. 

1483. Lisbon .. 

a a 


2id. 

1484. Buda-Pesth 

•• 


id. 

1485. Rome ,, 

a • 


5id. 

1486. Para 



Id, 

1487. Odessa 

* * 


Id. 

1488. Hakodate •. 

« • 


Id. 

1489. Beira 

• • 


lid. 

1490. Berne 



lid. 

1491. Copenhagen 

•« 

♦ a 

Id. 

1492. Stettin ., 



2id. 

1498* Bio Grande do Sul 

a a 

lid. 
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1494. Sarajevo .. 

a * 

« i 

Id. 

1495. Buenos Ayres 

• • 

• a 

9d. 

1496. Florence 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1497. Lisbon 

a a 

a # 

lid. 

1498. Paris . . 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1499. Bolivia .. 

• « 

• a 

lid. 

1500. Patras ,, 

• • 

a a 

ltd. 

1501. Bordeaux . ♦ 

• e 

• a 

3d. 

1502. Madrid •. 

• a 

• • 

2d. 

1503. Amsterdam 

a a 


Id. 

1504, Suakin •• 

• • 

a • 

Id. 

1505. Angora .. 

a • 

a a 

Id. 

1506. Havre •• 

a a 

a a 

2*d. 

1507. Algiers 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1508. La Rochelle 

a a 

a a 

3d. 

1509. Yera Cruz .. 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1510. Puerto Cortes 


a a 

Id. 

1511. Taganrog .. 

1512. Baltimore . • 

• a 

a • 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

ltd. 

1513. Mexico .. 

a • 

a a 

ltd. 

1514. Zaila »< 

• a 

a a 

Id. 

1515. Zoirba 

a a 

• • 

3td. 

1516. Valparaiso .. 

• a 

a a 

2td. 

1517. Charleston .. 

a a 

a a 

2td. 

1518. Serajovo 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1519. Saigon . • 

9 a 

• a 

Id. 

1520. Bangkok •• 

• a 

a a 

2d. 

1521. Tripoli 

a a 

• • 

Id. 

1522. Batavia 


a a 

ltd. 

1523. Dakar •. 

a a 

a a 

i<3. 

1524. Havana 

a a 

• a 

2d. 

1525. Riga. • 

a a 

• a 

2d. 

1526. Trebizond 

a a 

• a 

ltd. 

1627. Piraeus ,» 

a a 

a a 

2td. 

1528. Guayaquil .. 

a a 

a a 

ltd. 

1529. Marseilles .. 

a a 

a a 

ltd. 

1530. Wuhu 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1531. Rio de Janeiro 

a a 

a a 

2id. 

1532. Trieste 

a a 

# a 

2d. 

1533. Brest 

« a 

a a 

lid. 

1534. Stockholm .♦ 

a a 

a a 

2d. 

1535. Warsaw •• 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1536. Boston 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1537. Mozambique 

a a 

a a 

2td. 

1538. Callao . • 

a* 

a a 

Id. 

1539. Aleppo •• 

a a 

a a 

lid. 

1540. Jaffa 

• a 

• • 

td. 

1541. Boston 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1542. New Orleans 

a a 

a • 

lid. 

1543. Chicago 

a a 

a a 

3d. 

1544. Palermo ., 

a a 

a a 

2|d. 

1545. Bengazi ,» 

a a 

a • 

lid. 

1546. Caghori 

a a 

a a 

Id. 

1547. Pernambuco 

• a 

a a 

7ld. 

1548. Madrid .. 

« a 

a a 

lid. 

1649. Corunna 

a a 

• • 

5d. 

1550. Leghorn 

a a 

a • 

2d. 

1551. Now Orlenns 

a • 

a a 

2td. 

1552. Syra.. «. 

a a 

a a 

ltd. 

1553. Genoa .. 

a a 

a a 

9d. 

1554. Berlin 

a a 

a a 

2id. 
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My Lord, Tainan , March 12, 1895. 

I have the honour to forward herewith my Report on the 
Trade of Tainan for the year 1894. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HURST. 
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CHINA. 


Total trade. 


I nereaso in 
trade. 


Trade in Tainan during 1894 shows a slight improvement as 
compared with the previous year, the total foreign trade being 
computed at 759,023/., as against 659,161/., an increase of about 
15 per cent. 

The augmentation of the values as expressed in silver is con- 
eiderably larger, as the tael of silver, which is the unit in which 
the customs returns are given depreciated in gold value from 
3«. lid. in 1893 to 3*. 4rf. in 1894. 

The improvement is but insignificant in imports, but in ex¬ 
ports is considerable, and is primarily due to the unusually large 
crop of sugar gathered in 1894, as anticipated in my trade report 
for lost year. 


Import and 

? rices of 
'erriu 
spinal. 


Imports. 

The total of the imports is 351,795/. in 1894, as against 
344,480/. in 1893.' A large diminution in the import of Persian 
opium has been counterbalanced by an increase in sundry other 
items, in particular in the import of kerosene oil. 

The import of Persian opium has fallen from 3,033 cwts. in 
1893 to 2,232 cwts. in 1894, a difference of 801 cwts. This is 
obviously due to the very high prices ruling for Persian during 
the year under review. The average price of new Persian opium 
was more than 70/. per cwt., as compared with about 55/. per 
cwt. in 1893. The price in January was as low as 53/. per cwt., 
and attained its maximum in August, reaching what one would 
imagine waB the almost prohibitive figure of 90/. per cwt. 
Benares was not marked by such extreme fluctuations and was 
more moderate in price, averaging 61/. 1Q«. per cwt. These prices 
are exclusive of import and “likin” duties of over 15/. per cwt. 
The causes of the enhanced cost of foreign opium appear to be 
the following 

1. Partial failure of the Indian and Persian crops. 

2. The Indian Silver Act, assigning a fixed value in gold to 
the rupee. 

Opium ranks first in importance of the imports into South 
Formosa, the drug generally preferred being the Persian variety. 
. .. , The import of Indian is but small, and shows a further 

11 op * decline; only 123 cwts. of Benares, and 23 cwts. of Patna were 
imported in 1894, and the only serious competitor with Persian 
Native opium. is the Chinese drug, the cultivation of which, on the mainland, is 
yearly extending. I am informed that from 400 to 500 cwt. of 
Chinese opium nave been imported during 1894 in junks, chiefly 
from Tung-An, Chin Chew and other places in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Amoy. Most of this comes by native junk and the bulk 
of it is smuggled. One authority tells me that as much as 
90 per cent, of it thus escapes taxation altogether. Its cheap¬ 
ness is its great recommendation, as “ cteteris paribus,” the flavour 
of Persian or Indian is preferred. Last year, when Persian 
opium was selling at 105/. per cwt. and Benares at 86/. per cwt. 
(exclusive of duty and “ likin ”), the Chinese imported drug was 
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selling at 551. per cwt. At one period of the year, owing to the 
costliness of Persian, there was a slight temporary enquiry for the 
Indian drug (Malwa and Benares), but the latter was speedily 
superseded by a large importation of the native Tung-An opium. 

Persian opium is preferred to Indian here on account of the Comparison 
superiority [of its “ touch,” t.e., the larger percentage of pure of touch, 
opium it contains, the relative proportions being approximately 
as follows:—Persian, 83 per cent.; Malwa, 78 per cent.; Benares, 
only 55 per cent; and Chinese, 65 per cent. Besides the Persian 
opium ash can be smoked often. The high cost of Indian opium 
necessitates its adulteration with ,f sesamum seed cake,” “ Tientsin 
cake,” and other compounds, to bring it within the means of the 
consumer. 

That adulteration is more extensively practised than ever is Adulteration 
shown by the customs returns. “ Cake stun” is all imported by **** J |) a [|| 0 P tte 
foreign steamer, and last year the quantity amounted to 
1,072 cwts.—an increase of 157 cwts. over the import for 1893. 

The employment of “ Tientsin cake ” for adulteration purposes 
has affected the demand for pure opium. It coets less than 41. 
per cwt., and is said to have a touch of about 6 per cent.; it gives 
a very repugnant odour when smoked. 

An attempt made in 1889 to cultivate the poppy locally proved 
abortive. During the last 2 years the experiment has been 
renewed, and special attention has been paid to it in consequence Local grown 
of the high prices ruling in the market for foreign opium. The soil °P ium - 
in the Kagee district haB been found most suitable for the growth, 
and the drug produced last year is estimated at from 70. to 
80 cwts. It is said that the non-success of the first attempt was 
chiefly owing to the ignorance of the planters as to the processes 
of manufacture. Some of them have now been to Tung-An and 
other places on the mainland to study the methods. An increase 
in locally grown opium is not unlikely, owing to its comparative 
cheapness and its present exemption from all taxation. Should 
the cultivation attain considerable dimensions this immunity can 
hardly be permanent, and a “ likin ” duty is not an improbable 
contingency. I am told that the local opium is generally smoked 
blended with Persian, as when unmixed it is too mild in smoke 
to suit the popular taste. The high price of foreign opium last 
year led to some extent to a temporary cessation of the habit by 
many smokers, only, it is to be feared, to be resumed when a fall 
in price admits of their indulging. This temporary abandonment 
resulted in an increased demand for anti-opium pills, cakes, and 
liquid morphia. An opium mixture is generally smoked in 
Formosa, and rarely the pure drug. That chiefly in vogue 
amongst the labourers consists of one-third best Persian, one- 
third of “ Tientsin cake,” and the remainder of opium ash. The 
well-to-do generally omit the “ Tientsin cake ” from the compound. 

Cotton and Woollen Goods. 

The value of cotton goods imported by foreign vessels shows import of 
(1956) cotton goods. 
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Destination 
and prices of 
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sngara 


Camphor. 


Fluctuation*. 


but slight increase, and lias for some time past averaged about 
20,000/. per annum from year to year. In 1894 it amounted to 
a total of but 17,116/.; still, it must be remembered that this repre¬ 
sents only a portion of the import, much of which arrives by native 
junk, and does not appear in the returns. In woollen goods the 
only noteworthy feature is an increase in the demand for Italian 
cloth, the import of which has nearly trebled last year s figures. 

Kerosene again shows a striking increase, no less than 
667,210 gallons having been imported, as compared with 189,020 

E dlons in 1893. The oil used is chiefly American, though 
tterly there has been some demand for Russian, which is slightly 
cheaper. There is no other item in the list of imports that 
seems to call for special remark. 


Uj'poris. 

The sugar crop in 1894 was far above the average, 875,787 cwts. 
being exported in foreign vessels, as against 007,046 cwts. in 
1893. The increase in tne total trade last year is principally due 
to this single item. The market opened iu January, and the 
crop was all shipped away by the end of June. As usual, the 
bulk of the Takow sugars went to Japan, the Tainanfu brown 
sugars to Shanghai, Tientsin, and the northern ports of China 
generally. The price of Takow brown sugar averaged about 
6 s. 4d. per cwt. Of Tainanfu brown, first quality (Shang ton), 
7s. 2d. per cwt.; Tainanfu brown, second quality (Chung ton), 
6s. 5 d. per cwt.; and of Tainanfu white, 14s. lOrf. per cwt. The 
sugar crop this year is reported to be even better than last year, 
and shipments are being hurriedly made on account of the 
political situation. 

The last year shows a satisfactory development of the cam- 

? hor trade, 13,971 cwts. having left the port, as against 
,530 cwts. in 1893, an increase of 85 per cent. The following 
figures will show the steady expansion of this trade since the 
abandonment of the Government monopoly:—* 

Table showing Export of Camphor during the Years 1890-94 

inclusive. 


Year. 


Quantity. 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 


Cwtm. 

904 

2,624 

6,441 

7,630 

18,971 


From January to July the prices ruled rather low. In the 
latter month camphor fetched in the Hong-Kong market only 
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3 t 2s. per cwt. In August, however, on the outbreak of war 
between China and Japan, there was a boom in the market, and 
the price rose at one time to 51. 14s. per cwt. This was due to 
apprehensions entertained in Hong-Kong of a blockade of the 
Formosa ports. The market quickly recovered from this abnormal 
figure, but prices were well maintained throughout the remainder 
of the year, the average price being about 4f. per cwt. The 
trade must have proved remunerative to those engaged in it. 

During the year two more British firms (Parsees) have started 
in the business. There are now five foreign firms in Tainan 
engaged in camphor business, namely, four British and one 
German. 

In the course of the past year new districts have been opened New districts 
up at Antoapo, Chang Lin Ping, and other places in the Kagee opencd U P; 
district. An attempt was made last spring by the Kagee magis- Attempted 
trate to compel foreigners to convey camphor produced at Chang obstruction hy 
Lin Ping by a circuitous road on its transit to the coast, instead ^utrate 
of by another direct road, which shortened the journey by two days, 
on the plea that the former offered greater facilities for official 
inspection ; but the Taot’ai, on being appealed to, at once admitted 
that foreign merchants were at liberty to convey their goods 
under transit pass by any route they pleased, an understanding to 
this effect having been previously arrived at by the efforts of Mr. 

Warren, formerly Consul here. The camphor produced is all 
brought down under transit pass; 71 passes were taken out in 
1894, as against 57 in the previous year. 

The best camphor forests are situated on the borders of savage 
territory, and the Chinese operatives, when cutting down trees and 
camphor distilling, are liable to attacks by the savages. The 
hazardous nature of the occupation suggested to the Chinese 
authorities the levy of an impost, known as “ fang fei,” or pro- Protection 
tection tax on all camphor produced, to pay for the maintenace of tax ' 
frontier guards to protect the camphor workers. Recently, owing 
to the exigencies of coast defence, the camphor districts have 
been largely denuded of troops, whose services are required else¬ 
where. The continuance of the levy has caused a certain amount 
of discontent on the part of the foreign merchants, as they say 
that their operations are at present receiving merely nominal 
protection. Some outrages by savages have recently been Outages by 
reported at places called Bakhialang and Kato K6, in the district of 
Chip Chip. The camphor stills have been destroyed, and ope¬ 
rators murdered, and so far the savages have not been punished. 


General 

A retrospect of the trade of Tainan during the last few years Retrospect* 
is a disappointing one. It is not such as the natural advantages . 
of the island would warrant the expectation of. As is well known, Natural 
the Island -of Formosa possesses a fertile soil, and is rich in 
mineral wealth. Tea, camphor, sugar, rice, hemp, indigo, tobacco, Formosa. 
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cassia, sesamum, turmeric, castor oil, and pea-nuts are among the 
chief vegetable products, and the soil is well adapted for the 
growth of cotton, coffee, and opium. The excellence and abund¬ 
ance of the rice crop caused Formosa to be regarded at one time 
as the u granary or China.” This year, on account of possible 
military exigencies and the large number of troops from the 
mainland who have arrived to defend the island, the export of 
rice has been nominally strictly prohibited; in spite of this, there 
has been a steady illicit exportation by junk. 

The island abounds in coal, petroleum, and sulphur, whilst 
gold and silver have been found. No attempt has yet been made 
to work any mines in South Formosa, and all enterprise in this 
direction has been steadily discountenanced. 

The stagnation of commerce cannot therefore be ascribed to 
any deficiency of natural wealth, but to lack of energy in develop¬ 
ing the natural resources of the island. Another cause is the 
heavy taxation under which trade languishes. Up to the year 
1886 the policy of the Chinese was to stimulate trade in this 
newly settled and sparsely populated dependency of the Empire 
by light taxation and exemption from duties in vogue on the 
mainland. The following year, Formosa, which had previously 
been an appanage of the Viceroyalty of the Fuhkien and Che 
Chiang provinces, was erected into a serrate province, and 
thereby lost a subvention of about 75,000/. with which it had 
been previously subsidised. To make up for this loss, the 
Government hit upon the expedient of imposing an excise tax in 
addition to customs duties on all exports. This is known a 9 
u export likin,” and its incidence has been one of the causes of 
the non-expansion of trade. The population too is oppressed by 
a heavy land tax, so heavy as to render it not worth while to 
cultivate some of the inferior land; thus the inducements to im¬ 
migration are less than they were. 

Another obstacle to trade development is the absence of a 
good harbour and the difficulties of internal transit consequent 
upon the want of good roads. The remedy for the first defect is 
to hand. A natural lagoon 99 exists at Takow, about 7 miles 
long by an average breadth of half a mile, and divided from the sea 
by a narrow “ spit 99 of coral throughout its whole length. The 
dredging of this lagoon and its conversion into a splendid harbour 
would be a simple and not very costly operation, but the Govern¬ 
ment have not yet been iuduced to take any steps in this direction 
beyond ordering a preliminary survey some 5 years ago. Even 
now, a vessel drawing 11 feet of writer can enter the lagoon, but 
to avoid saudbanks the services of a local pilot should be engaged. 
The large sugar steamers invariably lie out in the open roadstead, 
and the shipment and discharge of cargo is liable to frequent 
interruption from stress of weather. At the port of Aup’ing 
matters are much the same. Vessels lie out in the open, 2 miles 
from the shore, and are loaded and discharged by cargo boats, 
which communicate with the shore by one or other of two narrow 
channels intersecting the surrounding sand flats. These are the 
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only approaches to the port, and are extremely shallow. To 
enter them the bar must first be crossed. In rough weather a 
heavy surf breaks over the bar, which sometimes for days together 
remains impassable. At one time last winter the depth of water 
on the bar at low tide was only 2 feet, at high tide about 5 feet; 
consequently, even the small steam launches employed in towing 
cargo boats can often only cross it near the time of high water. 

Dredging is thus urgently needed, but though often spoken about, 
has not yet been attempted. When the absence of all local im¬ 
provements, the difficult conditions under which cargo is worked 
and the heavy taxation are considered, the reasons why trade 
shows so little development are apparent. 

The finances of the island have been lately severely strained Finances of 
by the exigencies of military service and by the increase of the local ^everelr 
garrisons consequent on the arrival of large reinforcements from strained by 
the mainland, military 

The chief sources of revenue are the customs duties, land ewef aouroe* 
tax, ‘‘exportlikin,” and “fang fei” or protection tax on camphor. 0 f revenue. 
The foreign carrying trade, both by steamer and sailing vessel, is 
heavily handicapped owing to the differential duties charged in 
favour of cargo shipped in native junks. Imports in native 
bottoms escape customs dues altogether, and exports in the same 
pay only one-third the duties levied on produce exported by 
foreign steamer. There is no likin on imports (except opium) in 
South Formosa. 

Export likin on camphor is usually compounded for by foreign Incidence of 
merchants by taking out transit paeses, under which half the ex P° rt ,lklu - 
export duty, amounting to about Is. per cwt., is paid to the foreign 
customs at the port of shipment in lieu of likin. Likin is paid 
on sugar at the rate of about 2d. per cwt. of brown sugar and 4 d. 
per cwt. of white sugar. No transit passes hare been applied for 
in the case of this commodity. 

Coincident with an official announcement of’the outbreak of Extinction of 
hostilities with Japan, an order was issued on August 3 for the 
extinction of all lights existing on the coasts of South Formosa war time, 
and the Pescadores, namely, at Fisher Island in the Pescadores, 

Auping, Takow, and South Cape ; and since that date commerce 
has been conducted without these customary aids to navigation. 

Happily, so far, no casualty has been reported owing to their 
cessation. 

In the month of October the high official hierarchy was com- Reorganini- 
pletely reorganised. Shao Yii Lien, the Governor of the island !‘. on . of th ? 
was appointed Acting-Governor of Hunan, and his position was h ‘ s offic,a 8 ‘ 
filled by the promotion of T’ang Ching Sung, the Treasurer of 
Formosa, to be Acting-Governor, his previous experience in 
Tonkin at the time of the French imbroglio being probably re¬ 
garded as some qualification for his taking the helm in these 
troubled times. 

The defence of the island has been entrusted to Lui Yung Fu, 
the notorious leader of the “ Black Flags,** who also acquitted 
himself with distinction in Annam during the hostilities with 
France in 1884-85. 
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The work of the English Presbyterian Mission, the only 
Protestant body represented in this part of the island, has pro¬ 
ceeded without interruption on account of the war, and passports 
issued to them to visit the various mission stations in the interior 
have been respected as usual. 

The outbreak of plague at IIong-Kong last summer led to 
sanitary precautions being taken locally to prevent the infection 
spreading to this island. The task presented no great difficulty, 
inasmuch as after the termination of the sugar season about the 
end of June, communication with Hong-Kong is almost ex¬ 
clusively maintained by one steamer, the steamship “Thales” 
which runs regularly to and fro. 

On July 3 Mr. Spinney, the Acting Commissioner of Customs, 
issued a notification ordering a medical inspection of shipping 
•arriving from Hong-Kong, either direct or vift the coast ports, 
and arrangements were made for landing any infected persons. 
Pratique was only granted on the certificate of the medical 
inspector. The measures taken were successful, and on the 
receipt of reassuring news from Hong-Kong reporting the rapid 
disappearance of the plague, were discontinued on August 27. 

In conclusion, I must express my thanks to the Commissioner 
of Customs for access to the returns, before publication, from 
which the appended tables were compiled. 


Table 1.— Return 1 of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan during 

the Year 1.894. 

Entibzd. 



Sailing 

• 

Steam. 

Total. 

Value of 
Cargoes. 

Nationality. 

Number of: 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

I 

| Tods. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

! j 

Ton*, i 

British . 

1 j 

361 

62 

1 45,396 

63 

45,757 l 

£ 

286,695 

German . 

10 f 

3,342 

6 

6,583 

16 

10,125 1 

49.709 

Swedish and Nor¬ 
wegian ... 

• i 

103 

2 ! 

002 

t 

3 i 

1,095 

2,748 

Japanese . ( 


... 

3 

3,045 

3 ! 

3,045 1 

2,160 

Chinese . 

1 

... 

7 

4,933 

7 1 

4,053 

10,493 

Total .' 

12 j 

4,096 

80 ! 

60,859 

02 

64,965 ! 

351,795 

„ for the year 
preceding 

14 ! 

6,*8l 

70 

47,805 

81 

53,686 1 

i 

344,480 
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Cleaned. 



Sailing. 

i 

Steam. j 

Total. 

1. ■ 

Value of 
Cargoes. 

Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. : 

„ , Number of! 

Ton "- 1 Vessels, j 

! 

Tons, j 

Number of 
Vessels. ; 

Tons. ‘ 

.. i 

British . 

3 

1 

1,217 | 

i 

G2 

45,896 

65 

j 

46,613 

£ 

293,234 

German . 

Swedish and Nor- 

10 

i 

3,542 

7 

6,970 

17 

10,512 

89,009 

wegian . 

1 

193 

2 

902 

3 

1,095 

1,618 

Japanese . 

... 

... 

3 

3,015 

1 3 

3,045 

23,064 

Chinese . 

... 

| - 1 

7 

4,933 

7 

4,933 

403 

Total . 

„ for the year 

14 

' 4,952 | 

1 si 

| 61,246 

95 

66,198 

407,228 

preceding 

12 

5 5,025 

| f>9 

47,419 

i 81 

52,443 

314,681 


Table 2.—Return of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Years 1894-93. 





1894. 

1893. 




Quantity, 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign goods: — 

Opium— 

Patna. 


Cwta. 

23 

£ 

1,891 


£ 

Benares . 



123 

10,430 

160 

12,784 

Persian. 

e • • 


2,232 

186,891 

3,033 

223,738 

Cotton goods:— 

Shirtings— 

Gray, plain . 

White, plain. 


Pieces 

22,151 

8,450 

16,627 

5,641 

• •• 


8,629 

5,026 

7,756 

4,511 

T-cloths, 32" . 

• •• 


3,550 

832 

7,013 

1,305 

Japanese cloth and crapes 



663 


t , towels. 

... 

Dozens ... 

3,591 

186 



Miscellaneous cottons ... 

• •• 

see 

... 

1,959 


3,160 

Woollen goods — 

Camlets, English 

... 

rieecs 

3,054 

5,153 

3,073 

5,324 

Lasting*, plain 


ii 

1,251 

1,639 

1,507 

2,181 

Spanish stripes 

Alpacas . 



255 

424 

399 

822 

... 


10 

7 

1,542 

1,195 

Italian cloth. 

#| 


8,478 

2,385 

1,263 

1,056 

Miscellaneous woollens 



2,883 


3,794 

Metals, miscellaneous ... 

... 

»«« 

• •• 

998 

, f . 

1,248 

Kerosene— 

American . 

e *« 

Gallons ... 

603,710 

13,748 

189,020 

4,464 

Bussian . 



63,500 

1.295 


Ginseng. 


Cwts. 

29 

2,352 

1,789 

38 

3,567 

Flour . 

... 

„ 

3,567 

3,573 

16,442 

1,956 

Matches. 

... 

Gross ... 

20,500 

968 

957 

Sundries. 

#•. 

... 


68,940 

»*• 

41.5S8 

Native produce:— 

Bags, hemp . 


Pieces 

144,788 

1,289 

236,907 

1,864 

Cake-stuff 

... 

Cwts. 

1,072 

8,914 

915 

3,947 

Joes sticks . 



905 

1,179 

838 

1,205 

Medicines. 

... 


531 

608 

366 

486 

Tobacco, prepared 

... 

• » 

889 

2,6G1 

1,557 

4,559 

Wood poles . 

• i* 

Pieeea 

11,189 

3,648 

6,820 

2.817 

Woollen and cotton mixtures... 


6,298 

1,241 

6,260 

1,246 

Miscellaneous . 


« *9 

... 

18,946 

... 

9,003 

Total . 

... 

... 

... 

351,795 

1 ••• 

*14,480 


Exchange: 1 Haikxvan tael = 8-. Il<(. in 1893; 3*. 4cf._in 1894. 
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Table 3.—Ketubn of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
during the Years 1894-93. 


Articles. 

1884. 

1898. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Bamboo shoots.. 

3,952 

2,435 

3,831 

2,162 

Camphor 

13,971 

43,979 

3,920 

7,530 

25,528 

Hemp • • . • • • 

2,858 

2,622 

4,435 

4,045 

Lungan palp .. 

8,808 

7,477 

3,845 

Lungans, dried.. 

5,809 

1,596 

267,236 

5,428 

1,833 

Sugar, brown .. 

799,966 

272,068 

223,842 

i) white • • • • 

75,821 

49,092 

34,988 

25,906 

Tarmeric 

35,219 

10,962 

85,486 

18,782 

Miscellaneous .. 

•• 

6,732 

• • 

7,988 

Total 

• ♦ 

393,429 

• • 

807,821 

Re-exports — 





Foreign goods 

• t 

13,652 

• • 

6,657 

Native „ .. 

• • 

147 

• • 

203 

Total of re-exports .. 

*• 

13,799 

• • 

6,860 

Grand total, exports 



1 


and re-exports 

• a 

407,228 

** 

814,681 


Noti.—E xchange : 1 Ilaikwan tael - 8 *. lid. in 1893 ; 8 *. id , In 1894. 


Table 4.—Retukn showing Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported into Tainan to and from Foreign Countries 
and Chinese Ports during the Years 1894-93. 


Country. 

1 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1894. 

1893. 

1894. 

1893. 

Hong-Kong 

Japan .. •• 

1 

£ 

283,453 

Nil 

£ 

292,842 

Nil 

£ 

77,385 

129,205 

£ 

49,880 

81,630 

Total foreign coun¬ 
tries .. • • 

Chinese ports • • 

283,458 i 
68,342 

292,842 

51,638 

206,540 

200,688 

181,016 

183,665 

Grand total .. 

351,795 

344,480 

407,228 

814,681 


Nuts.—E xchange: 1 Haikwan tael - 8 *. 31 d. in 189S; 80 . id. in 1894. 
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Tainan-fu. 


The compilation of trade returns for this port for 1895 lias, 
owing to the political vicissitudes through which it passed, and 
the resulting frequent changes in the customs personnel, been a 
work of some difficulty. I have, however, been able to arrive at 
trustworthy statistics of the quantities of the principal imports 
and exports, though values are unprocurable. 

During the year South Formosa had the perhaps unique ex¬ 
perience of being ruled by three governments, those of China, 
the Formosan Republic, and Japan, and the custom-house was 
accordingly controlled by three separate administrations. The 
statistics, therefore, are based on the returns of the Chinese 
Imperial Customs for the first 6 months of the year; on figures 
courteously supplied to me by Mr. MucAUum, chief of the 
customs executive during the dominion of the Republic for the 
period from July 1 to October 26; and on others placed at my 
disposal by the Japanese custom-house at Anping for the rest of 
the year. An examination of the detailed, returns, jof which the 
tables appended to this report are a summary, reveals some inter¬ 
esting facts. The statistics show that during March quarter the 
trade was about normal. Consequent on the capture of the 
“Pescadores” by the Japanese on March 23, the Chinese inhabi¬ 
tants throughout June quarter were in a state of trepidation and 
apprehension, not knowing how soon the invader might arrive. 
This uncertainty had a disastrous effect on trade, and is faithfully 
reflected in the following figures. Of cotton goods, only 1,341 
pieces were imported, as against 10,526 pieces in the preceding 
quarter, and of woollen goods 353 pieces, as against 2,211 
pieces. At the beginning of June, Liu-Yung-Fu, the “ black flag ” 
general, amid general acclamation, took the helm of the ship of 
State, for the piloting of which he was responsible during the 
September quarter. 

Knowing the great prestige and renown he enjoyed amongst 
the Chinese, owing to his exploits in Tonquin and elsewhere, it 
is hardly matter of surprise to learn that the period of his tenure 
of office exliibited some revival of trade; the import of cotton 
piece-goods during September quarter being 3,421 piecqs, of 
woollen goods 1,075 pieces. 

At the beginning of October came the news of Japanese 
armies advancing on Tainan-fu from north and south, whereupon 
the customs returns bear faithful testimony to the state of panic that 
prevailed. Trade was practically suspended for a time. During 
the month of October the entire import of cotton and woollen 
goods was limited to 40 pieces of “ T ’’-cloths, and not a yard of 
grey or white shirtings was imported. 

Takow was bombarded and captured on October 15, and 
Anping was peacefully occupied on October 21. Liu-Yung-Fu 
having taken refuge in flight, his followers, abandoned by their 
leader, voluntarily disarmed themselves and surrendered. From 
October 20 to 26 inclusive the custom-house was closed'? 
from October 27 to the end of the year it was administered by the 
Japanese Government. 
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The returns of this last period, which have been carefully increased 
examined, show that two items indicate a marked interest, viz., demand for 
flour and tobacco, 3,064 cwts. of the former having been imported, *“ d . 
and 1,906 cwts. of the latter. The flour mostly comes from noe 

California. The demand is probably on the part of the Japanese annexation, 
immigrants, and not of the natives, and is likely to be main¬ 
tained. 


Imports. 

The returns of the whole year show, as was to be expected, a importance of 
marked falling-off in imports. To begin with opium: the course the ,°P itt ® 
of trade hitherto at this port may be roughly described as an ltt 4 e 
import of opium and treasure, and to a minor extent of piece- 
goods, which are sent up country to pay for the sugar and 
camphor which &re the staples of the export trade. * 

Notwithstanding political vicissitudes, 1,712 cwts. of foreign 
opium were imported, as against 2,378 cwts. in the preceding 
year. Of the total import 94 per cent, was Persian. As the Japanese now 
Japanese have now prohibited the importation of the drug to prohibit it to 
foreigners, with the intention, apparently, of controlling the trade 
themselves, it is satisfactory to know that the Indian revenue intention, 
will not suffer appreciably, though there will be some loss apparently, 
to the carrying trade, and considerable hardship to individual 
Parsee merchants, who have been carrying on business at the monopoly, 
port for many years. It appears, however, that the drug is still 
to be administered in limited quantities to confirmed smokers, with 
the object of preventing sufferings and possibly death, which might 
ensue in some cases were the supply of the drug to be suddenly cut 
off; the administration to be confined to those persons only for 
whom the doctors certify that it is a medical necessity. The prac¬ 
tical outcome of the Japanese legislation will thus probably be 
that the consumption of opium will be restricted in volume, and 
that it will become a Government monopoly. It may be noted 
that 57 cwts. of Chinese opium was imported by foreign vessels 
during the year. 


Cotton and Woollen Goods. 

The import of cotton goods in 1895 as compared with the pre¬ 
ceding year shows a falling-off of 45 per cent., thefigures being 19,001 
pieces as against 34,330 pieces. Woollens show a still more marked 
diminution, viz., from 4,560 pieces to 2,018. These shrinkages are 
fully accounted for by political reasons as already explained, and 
some improvement may be looked for next year. 

Of kerosene oil, 159,280 gallons were imported as against Kerosene. 
669,210 in 1894. This decrease is partly due to large accumula¬ 
tions of stock in hand at the beginning of the year. As before 
remarked, flour and tobacco are items that promise well for the 
future 

(2183) 
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high prica of 
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throughout 
the year; 
cause thereof. 


Table show¬ 
ing the 
expansion of 
the trade of 
late yean. 


Exports. 

Of exports, sugar and camphor are those in which foreign 
merchants are chiefly interested, and it is to be hoped that no 
changes may be introduced by the new rulers of the island' that 
may prejudicially affect foreign trade. 

The export of sugar is carried on during the spring of the year, 
and its amount, viz., 843,310 cwts., shows it to have been about a 
normal crop. 

Throughout the year supplies of camphor have been coming 
steadily down from the up-country districts, and the high prices that 
this product have commanded have compensated merchants to a large 
extent for disappointments elsewhere, and for the troubles incident 
to life in South Formosa last year. The price has been for the 
greater part of the year from 6/. 10*. to 71. per cwt., which must 
have afforded handsome profits to all engaged in the trade. This 
high rate is understood to be due to a “ corner ” in camphor, 
ascribed to the action of a syndicate at home. The use of camphor 
as a constituent of smokeless powder was, it seems, merely ex¬ 
perimental, and has now been abandoned, but it is in increasing 
demand for the manufacture of celluloid, the employment of which 
as a substitute for ivory appears to be spreading. (See a letter 
from Sir Frederick Abel to Mr. Thiselton Dyer, published in the 
“ Imperial Institute Journal.”) 

The following table, placed at my disposal by Dr. W. Wyke- 
ham Myers, surgeon to Her Majesty's Consulate at this port, will 
show the important dimension to which this export has attained 
in Formosa. 
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Tablb showing the Export of Camphor from Formosa for the 

Years 1877-95. 


Tear. 


Quantity. 

Total. 



Tainan. 

Tamaui. 


1877 .. 

• • 

Piculs. 

• • 

Piculs. 

18,176 

Piculs. 

18,176 

1878 .. 

• • 

813 

13,602 

18,815 

1879 .. 

• • 

66 

11,048 

11,114 

1880 .. 

• • 

• t 

12,885 

12,835 

1881 .. 

• • 

• • 

9,816 

9,816 

1882 .. 

• • 

277 

4,938 

5,210 

1883 .. 

• « 

218 

8,080 

3,299 

1884 .. 

• • 

18 

448 

461 

1885 .. 

• • 

• • 

8 

8 

1886 

• § 

870 

964 

1,834 

1887 .. 

• • 

236 

2,520 

2,758 

1888 • • •• 

• • 

961 

2,873 

8,884 

1889 .. 

• * 

595 

8,581 

4,176 

1890 .. 

• • 

769 

6,482 

7,241 

1891 .. 

• * 

2,120 

16,760 

18,880 

1892 .. 

• • 

4,672 

12,989 

17,541 

1893 ... 

• • 

6,827 

26,992 

33,810 

1894 .. 

• • 

11,736 

27,811 

39,517 

1895 .. 

• • 

10,136 

t • 

• • 


It will be seen from the above table that prior to the year Ltu-Ming- 
1891 the exports from Tainan were comparatively trivial, this Chuan. 
was due to the determined efforts of the Governor, Liu-Ming-Chuan, 
to maintain a monopoly by farming out the trade to one firm to 
the exclusion of all others, the firm in question being presumably 
the one that bid highest for the privilege. Under instructions 
from the Tsung-li-yamen, this obstructive attitude was abandoned 
in 1891, with the gratifying extension of trade since that date so 
strikingly shown by the figures of the foregoing table. Unfor¬ 
tunately at the present moment the future of this flourishing 
trade is wrapt in gloom and uncertainty. At the end of last merchant* 
November, Mr. Furusho, Prefect of Tainan, issued, under instruc- clouded by 
tions from the Governor of Formosa, regulations relating to the ^ 

care of Government lands, mountains, forests, and estates, devoted 0 f the HbH 
to the manufacture of camphor, to be observed by all natives of 
Formosa. 

The following are the sections of this proclamation which Proclamation 
chiefly affect the camphor trade:— by the Prefect 

1. All lands for which no title deeds have been obtained, as ? f T *j^ a 

well as mountains, forests, and waste lands, shall be regarded as {STfatarTof 
Government property. the trade. 

2. With the exception of those who, prior to the conclusion of 
peace, received licences from the Chinese Government, the people 
are forbidden to cut down trees or to cultivate Government land, 
or to boil and manufacture camphor. 
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3. In the case of those who have received such licences, they 
must by the date specified in the proclamation of the local 
authorities, proceed to the proper Government office, and present 
petitions for examination. 

The special regulations as to camphor manufacture are as 
follows:— 

(а) The situation of the camphor distilleries. 

(б) The local name of the camphor forest; its situation and 
boundaries must be drawn on a map. 

The following particulars must also be given:— 

(c) The length and breadth of the camphor estate, together 
with the exact number of trees. 

(d) The number of furnaces and pans. 

(e) The maximum out-turn of camphor per diem; and also the 
minimum. 

(/) The number of workmen at each furnace. 

(ff) The route to be taken by the camphor and its destination. 

(A) When the manufacture can be completed. 

4. The local authorities will enquire into the validity or other¬ 
wise of the licences, if found in order they will be exchanged for 
certificates ; if the petitions be untrue or defective in any way the 
applicants will be ordered to correct them. 

-5. If within the time specified by the local authorities no 
application for a licence is made; or if the licence previously 
granted by the Chinese Government is in any way doubtful; or if 
there should be deliberate delay and no regard paid to the date 
fixed—any such derelictions of duty being established to the 
satisfaction of the Governor and civil administration, will render 
the offender liable to the confiscation of all his implements, plant, 
and utensils. 

6. Any breach of the 2nd regulation shall render the offender 
liable to a fine ranging from 50 doL to 500 dol., and to the confis¬ 
cation of his implements of manufacture, in accordance with the 
5th regulation. 

7. Any one aiding and abetting a breach of the 2nd regulation 
shall be fined from 2 doL to 200 doL 

The time stipulated by which licences from the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment were to be presented for examination was December 11. 

This proclamation, though addressed to the natives of the 
island, is one directly affecting foreign merchants, for if the natives 
are stopped from working the manufacture of camphor by 
foreigners, which pan only be carried on by native agents, is also 
suspended! British merchants have large prescriptive interests in 
camphor, having invested a considerable amount of capital in the 
erection of distilleries, warehouses for the storage of camphor, Ac., 
at many places in the interior of the island, all of which would 
be jeopardised were the trade suddenly interrupted. 


Slight 
increase of 
tonnAft* 


Shipping. 

An increase is observable in the tonnage of shipping frequenting 
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this port, 84 vessels of 60,100 tons entering, as against 92 vessels 
of 64,965 tons in 1894. 

> This is owing to the large increase of passenger traffic, caused 
by the general exodus of the official and well-to-do classes to the 
mainland. 

Statistics furnished to me show that about 7,000 natives 
emigrated to the mainland between July 1 and December 31, 
from 'Anping alone. Most Chinese of wealth or position have 
left, and as these are the classes among which the demand exists 
for foreign goods their departure must be prejudicial to port trade. 
The Japanese, however, do not appear to object specially to this 
depopulation of the island. 

Regulations which come into force on January 1,1896, throw 
obstacles in the way of immigration, and will tend to restrict the 
number of Chinese settlers. According to them an immigrant 
from China can only land at one of the four ports of Kelung, 
Tamsui, Anping, and Takow, and shall not be permitted to do so 
unless provided with a passport from the proper Chinese authority, 
stating his native place, name, age, and occupation, the name of 
the ship he travels by, and the object of his journey. Chinese 
coolies and persons without any fixed occupation are forbidden to 
land. The object of these rules is said to be the preservation of 
law and order, by preventing the ingress of bad characters ; they 
are being carried out with great vigilance and rigour, so that 
landing at Anping or Takow is rather an irksome matter to the 
Chinese, accustomed to the laxity of their own officials, whose 
edicts are frequently allowed to remain a dead letter or enforced 
in the most perfunctory manner. 


General Remarks. 

It will be gathered from preceding remarks that the prospects of 
British trade m South Formosa are not bright at the present tima 
Opium, camphor, and sugar have hitherto been the mainstay of 
trade. The import of the former is now prohibited, and the 
future of the camphor trade seems uncertain, to say the least. 

Possibly when the Japanese civil population arrives there 
may be a demand for commodities unnecessary to the thrifty 
Chinese, and it seems certain that British trade will have to 
develop in fresh directions. For instance, it appears unlikely 
that the present crude method of extracting the juice from the 
sugar-cane will be long ^tolerated, and I am inclined to think 
that a demand will spring up for sugar-rolling mills and sugar 
refining machinery, as by their introduction the existing wasteful 
methods by which 18 per cent of the juice is left in the cane 
will be superseded, and Formosan sugar will attain a colour and 
purity that will cause it to be welcomed in markets where at 
present it cannot compete. 

The Japanese custom-house at its inception retained the 
Chinese tariff, i.e., the tariff fixed by the treaties concluded by 


Augmentation 

of pa monger 
traffic canoed 
by exodos of 
the well-to-do 
natives. 


Anping. 


Retention for. 
a time of the 
Chinese tariff. 
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Development 
of Internal 
communica¬ 
tion. 


Great Britain and other foreign Powers with China. British mer¬ 
chants acquiesced, inasmuch as importation of opium is allowed 
by our treaties with China, but prohibited in Japan except 
under strict supervision. However, the Japanese tariff has now 
been introduced 

The Japanese are showing laudable energy in the development 
of the internal communications of the country, and during the 5 
months that have now passed since they landed, have left more 
marks of their presence on the face of the country than their 
predecessors effected in as many decades. One of their first 
undertakings was the construction of a Ddcauville tramway of 20 
inches gauge; they were prompted to make it doubtless by 
military considerations, and it. has proved very useful for the 
purpose intended, viz., the forwarding of supplies and war mate¬ 
rial from the ports to the inland districts. One line of this 
miniature railway runs from Anping southward vi& Tainan-fu to 
Takow, a distance of 35 miles; another runs from Tainan-fu north 
to Kagee, 50 miles distant, whilst a branch line connects Takow 
with the prefecture! city of Hosan (Pithan) 5 miles distant. 
Surveys have been made for a line of rail between Takow and 
Anping. Scores of miles of good road have been constructed, so 
that the discomforts of travelling in Formosa bid fair soon to be 
regarded as things of the past. 

Table I. —RETURN of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan during 

the Year 1895. 

Ehteeed. 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

• 

Number of 
Veuels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
VeBsela. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BritUh . 

4 

1,728 

1,779 

63 

52,522 

67 

84,288 

German . 

4 

8 

6,028 

12 

7,807 

Norwegian.. 

••• 

... 

2 

2,073 

2 

2,073 

Danish .. 

... 

••• 

8 

1,962 

8 

1,962 

Total . 

„ for the year 

8 

3,818 

73 

62,688 

84 

66,100 

preceding 

12 

4,096 

80 

60,659 

«92 

64,955 


Cleared. 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 


Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of , 
Vessels, j 

Tons. 

British . 

4 

1,736 

63 

62,522 

67 ] 

54,268 

German 

4 

1,779 

8 

6,028 

12 

7,807 

Norwegian. 

\ mmm 

2 

2,078 

2 

2,078 

Danish . 

| 

... 

3 

1,962 

3 ; 

1,962 

Total . 

8 

3,015 

76 

62,685 

84 1 

66,100 

„ for the year 
preceding 

12 

4,096 

80 

60,859 

92 ! 

i 

64,955 
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Table 2.—Return of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 

during the Years 1895-94. 


Article*. 





Quantity. 






1895. 

1894. 

Foreign goods 

Opium— 

Mahva 

• • 

.. 

CwU. •• 


3 

* • 

Patna 

t , 

• ♦ 

n • • 

• 4 

.. 

23 

Ben ires 

• • 

* • 

»» •• 

• 4 

101 

123 

Persian 

• » 

, . 

>t • • 

4 • 

1,608 

2,232 

Cotton goods:— 
Shirtings-- 
Grey 

• * 

* • 

Pieces 

9 9 

11,831 

22,161 

White 

• * 

• • 

• • 

9 9 

5,620 

8,629 

T-cloth s, 32".. 

• % 

• 4 

?» • • 

• • 

1,860 

3,660 

Japanese cloth and crapes 

a 4 

»» • * 

• 4 

4,464 

not given 

„ towels 

• • 

• • 

Dozens 

4 4 

3,274 

3,691 

Woollen goods— 
Camlets, Kcgliah 

• • 

• • 

Pieces 

4 • 

1,491 

8,054 

I^astings, plain 

* • 

♦ • 

31 • • 

9 • 

497 

1,251 

Spanish stripes 

* • 

• • 

9* • • 

• • 

30 

255 

Italian cloth 

• • 

• • 

99 • • 

• • 

1,522 

3,478 

Kerosene - 
American .. 

• • 

• • 

Gallons 

• • 

123.790 

603,710 

Russian . • 

• • 

• •» 

»i 

4 4 

35,490 

03,500 

Ginseng 

4 • 

# 
• • 

Cwts. .. 

4 4 

16 

29 

Flour.. 

• • 

* • 

n • • 

# • 

4,073 

30,700 

3,687 

Matches 

• • 

a * 

Gross. . 

4 9 

20,600 

Native produce— 
Hemp bags .. 

• • 

• • 

Pieces 

• « 

134,100 

144,788 

Cuke-stuff 

• • 

• • 

Cwts. .. 

• • 

272 

1,072 

Joss-sticks ., 

• • 

• • 


• • 

903 

905 

Medicines 

V • 

• » 

Value 

t 9 

not given 

£631 

Tobacco, prepared 

• • 

• * 

Cwts. , 

• 9- 

1,965 

889 

Wood poles .. 

• • 

• * 

Pieces 

• * 

3,848 

11,189 

Native opium 

• • 

• a 

Cwt*. .. 

a • 

87 

• • 


Table 3.— Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
during the Years 1895-94. 


Quantity. 


Article*. 


1895. 

1894. 


Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Baml ioo shoots 

1,155 

3,962 

Camphor. 

12,067 

13,971 

Hemp .. .. .. *. 

2,667 

2,868 

Lungan pulp . 

8,620 

8,808 

Lungana, dried 

8,641 

701,406 

6,609 

Sugar, brown . 

799,966 

„ white . 

81,845 

76,821 

Tai meric .. 

24,955 

35,219 
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New Series of Reports 


Reports of the Annual Series have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following* places, and may be 
obtained from the sources indicated on the title-page:— 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1908. Batoum 

.. 2d. 

1962. Tokio 

• • 

lid. 

1904. Lorenzo Marques .. 

.. 2d. 

1963. Asuncion . . 

• • 

lid. 

1905. Batavia 

.. 2jd. 

1964. Baghdad 

• t 

l*d. 

1906. Corfu 

.. ltd. 

1965. Reunion 

* • 

Id. 

1907. Foochow .. 

.. lid. 

1966. Chefoo 

• • 

2 id. 

1908. Montevideo.. 

.. 5Jd. 

1967. Newchwang 


id. 

1909. China 

.. 5d. 

1968. Tabreez 

• • 

id. 

1910. Philadelphia 

.. lid. 

1969. St. Paul de Loanda 

• « 

Id. 

1911. Rio Grande do Sul . 

.. 34d. 

1970. Beyrout 

• • 

Id. 

1912. Quito 

.. Id. 

1971. Yokohama .. 

• • 

lid. 

1918. San Jo*$ 

.. Id. 

1972. Warsaw 

• • 

id. 

J914. Dunkirk 

.. Id. 

1973. Sofia 

• • 

lid. 

1915. Samoa ... 

.. Id. 

1974. Madrid .. • 

• • 

2d. 

1910. Bordeaux .. 

.. 2id. 

1975. Vienna 

• • 

2d. 

1917. Porto Rico .. 

.. lid. 

1976. Erzeroum .. 

a • 

Id. 

1918. Galatz 

.. lid. 

1977. Berlin 

• • 

lid. 

1919. Christiania.. 

.. id. 

1978. Adis Abbaba 

• • 

Id. 

1920. Copenhagen 

.. 3d. 

1979. Tamsui 

• • 

Id. 

1921. New York .. 

.. 2id. 

1980. Odessa 

• • 

2 id. 

1922. San Francisco 

.. 3$d. 

1981. Brindisi 

• • 

2*d. 

1923. Kiukiang .. 

.. Id. 

1982. Macao 

• • 

Id. 

1924. Harrar 

.. id. 

1983. Fakhoi 

• • 

Id. 

1925. Berne 

.. 14d. 

1984. Peking 

• • 

2d. 

1926. Mannheim .. 

.. Id. 

1985. Mexico 

• • 

lid. 

1927. Fiume 

.. lid. 

1986. Canton 

• • 

Id. 

1928. Oporto 

.. Id. 

1987. Naples 

• • 

lid. 

1929. Hangchow .. 

.. Id. 

1988. Port Said .. 

• • 

lid. 

1930. Boston 

.. 2id. 

1989. Algiers 

• • 

3 id. 

1931. Tahiti 

.. Id. 

1990. Vienna 

• • 

Id. 

1932. Manila 

.. lid. 

1991. Valparaiso .. 

• • 

lid. 

1933. Caracas 

.. Id. 

1992. Gothenburg 

1993. SL Michaels (The 

• • 

2id. 

1934. Hamburg .. 

.. 3d. 

zor s) 

Id. 

1935. Pori land 

.. 3d. 

1994. Antwerp 


Id. 

1936. Malaga 

.. 2Jd. 

1995. Tangier 

$ • 

Hd. 

1937. Tokio 

.. lid. 

1996. Swaziland ,. „ 

• • 

Id. 

1938. Genoa •• 

.. 3d. 

1997. Swatow 

• • 

Id. 

1939. Palermo 

.. 3d. 

1998. St. Petersburg 

• • 

4*d. 

1910. Santiago de Cuba .. 

.. lid. 

1999. Dar-al-Baida 


lid. 

1941. Noumea .. 

.. Id. 

2000. Dantzig 


2d. 

1942. Frankfort .. 

.. 3id. 

2001. Algiers 

• • 

lid. 

1943. Chungking.. 

.. lid. 

2002. Rome 


2d. 

1944. Ichang 

.. Id. 

2003. Bangkok .. 

• • 

Id. 

1945. Hankow 

.. lid. 

2004. Nagasaki .. 

• • 

Id. 

1946. Guatemala .. 

1947. Syra.. 

1948. Taganrog .. 

1949. Loanda 

.. lid. 

.. Id. 

.. 2d. 

.. 2id. 

2005. Hiogo and O^aka . 

2006. Jeddah 

2007. Paris 

2008. Meshed 

« • 

• • 

• • 

§ • 

lid. 

2d. 

Id. 

2id. 

1950. Panama 

1951. Shanghai .• 

1952. Aleppo 

1953. Ispahan 

.. 2id. 

2d. 

.. lid. 

.. lid. 

2009. Cliicngmai .. 

2010. Stettin 

2011. VeraCruz .. 

2012. Kiungchow.. 

• a 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

lid- 

id. 

Id. 

1954. Tonga 

1955. Nice.. 

1956. Granada 

1957. Soul. 

1958. Cadi/. 

1959. Chiii'lc 

.. Id. 

.. Id. 

.. Id. 

. Id. 

.. lid. 

.. id. 

2013. Christiania.. 

2014. Warsaw 

2015. Hakodate 

2016. Buda-Perth.. 

2017. Batoum 

2018. Bushire 

• • 

• • 

• m 

t • 

• • 

2id. 

Id. 

Id. 

2d. 

Id. 

2d. 

1960. Stockholm .. 

.. 2(1. 

2019. Tegucigalpa 

• • 

id. 

1961. Zanzibar 

.. Id. 

2020. Montevideo 

• • 

Id. 
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Mr. Consul Kenny to the Marquess of Salisbury. 

(Received at Foreign Office, October 13> 1897.) 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith 
my Report on the Trade of this Consular District for the year 
18%. 

The Customs Returns, from which the figures in the Report 
are taken, were not published until the end ot the spring of this 
year, and the Report is thus unavoidably issued later than usual. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. J. KENNY. 


Report on the Trade of tlu: Consular District of 

Year 1890. 
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2 JAPAlt. 

Tptal trade. The total trade of this port in foreign bottoms during the year 
1896 amounted to 670,848/., of which 374,0747 represents exports, 
and 296,7747 represents imports. ' 

Owing to the disturbed state of the country in 1895, and to 
the fact that the customs were Controlled by three different 
Governments during the year, the trade returns were necessarily 
incomplete, values not being ascertainable, and aie more or less 
Comparison useless for purposes of comparison. The average for the previous 
with previous four years has, therefore, been taken. Compared on this basis the 
deereaea° W8 trad® of last year shows a decrease of over 50,0007 This decrease 
is due altogether to the prohibition by the Government in the 
early part of the year (February 23) of the import of opium, • 
which is responsible for a falling-off of over 160,0007 In other 
respects the trade of the year is well above the average. 

The figures for 1896, given in the three tables appended to 
this report, are based on the returns published by the Imperial 
Japanese Customs, those for the average of the'four years 1891-94 
are taken from the annual reports of Her Majesty’s Consuls. 

Import*.. The import trade into Tainan shows, owing to the above- 

mentioned falling-off in the opium trade, a considerable decrease. 
Opium. The large and highly remunerative trade in opium was stopped, 

as far as foreigners are'concerned, by the prohibition of Feb¬ 
ruary 23 last year, since which time the Government has estab¬ 
lished a monopoly of the import of the drug. Up to the date of 
the prohibition 478 chests of Persian and 4 chests of Benares had 
been landed, and trade was quite brisk, prices ranging from 750 
to 800 dol. per picul (133£ lbs.). Immediately afterwards prices 
rose as high as 1,650 dol. per picul, at which figure large quan¬ 
tities of opium changed hands ; but this favourable condition did 
not last long enough to allow of the merchants disposing of all their 
Stocks. • 

Smuggling which, unfortunately, the customs authorities were 
unable to check, increased to such an extent after the prohibition 
that the demand for opium stored at the open ports ceased, and 
the requirements of the .island were entirely supplied by native 
dealers. To make the situation worse, the Government began 
from the .middle of the year to import opium on their own account 
: through their agents in Hong-Kong to the utter neglect of the 
stocks already imported and held by foreigners here, who were 
- thus left for the remainder of the year with large quantities of 
opium practically unsaleable on their hands. In May of. this 
year, however, the Government at last took over these surplus 
stocks at the rate of 1,050 dol. per picul, which was considered 
to be a fair price. 

Opium is how a Government monoply in Formosa. Its import 
into Japan, except as a medical necessity, is strictly forbidden, 
and opium smoking by Japanese is a crime for which the offender 
is liable to penal servitude. In Formosa, however, every native 
over the age of 20 is now, practically, allowed to smoke provided 
he is supplied with the necessary licence under the regulations and 
becomes a Japanese subject. These licences are issued in con- 
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nection with the Government Laboratory at Taipeh, where the 
imported opium is refined and put, in three different qualities, into 

1 lb. tins for distribution and sale to licence-holders throughout 
the country. The licences are of three kinds, and cost 3 dol., 

2 dol., and 20 c. per month respectively. A holder of a first class 
licence may smoke any quality of opium, but a holder of a second 
or third class licence may not, under a heavy penalty, smoke a 
higher quality of opium than his ticket indicates. Opium police 
have been established, whose duty it is to watch for infringements 
of the regulations and enforce the penalty. They are allowed, in 
the discharge of their duty, to enter and search houses informally 
at all times on a reasonable suspicion. From April 1 to May 22 
of this year the total receipts on Government sales of opium were 
84,384 dol., and the revenue derived from the sale of licences was 
5,844/. These figures would tend to show that smuggling still 
continues unabated. 

With regard to the profit made on sales of opium by the 
Government, the Laboratory turns out refined opium of three 
grades at a fixed price of 12, 9, and 7 dol. per lb. respectively. 

The first grade is Benares opium, which is imported in its crude 
state, at, say 750 dol. per picul, and sold, after refining, at the 
rate of 1,653 dol. per picul, a price which, leaves a considerable 
• margin of profit, even after making large allowances for the waste 
whith takes place during the boiling process. This waste, I am 
informed, amounts to 20 per cent, in the case of Persian opium, 
and 33| per cent, in that of Benares opium; while the expenses 
in connection with the boiling amount to from 20 dol. 22 c. to 
21 dol. 3 c. per picul. 

The Government intend, in the course of time, to establish 
opium refineries all over the island, and contemplate, it is said, 
supplying the outside market after satisfying the home demand. 

It is to be hoped that, by way of compensation to the few foreign 
firms in Formosa who were engaged in the trade, for the loss of a 
very lucrative business, the Government may see its way to 
utilizing them as agents for the import and perhaps the distribu¬ 
tion of the drug in the country. The prohibition above referred 
to means a decrease in the foreign trade of this port of about. 

250,0001., and probably a corresponding increase in the imports into 
the northern part of the island. 

The import of English piece-goods, both cotton and woollen Cotton and 
into South Formosa is growing smaller from year to year, woollen goods. 
The trade is largely in the hands of Chinese, who, knowing the 
wants and tastes of their customers, are able to supply them at 
cheap rates by buying refuse goods, wholesale or at auction, in 
Hong-Kong and elsewhere, a kind of business that is not 
profitable for the foreigners to undertake. China furnished during 
the year cotton piece goods of native manufacture to the 
value of 30,000/., and Japan is importing into Formosa in 
increasingly large quantities, cheap fancy cotton prints and woollen 
and cr§pe stuffs. 

There was a marked increase, amounting to 165,873 gallons, in Kerosene. 
(49) 
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Floor. 


Matches. 


Beer. 


Exports. 

Camphor. 


quantity, and 4,1712. in value, in the import of kerosene oil last 
year. Russian oil is being supplanted by Sumatran, a new oil 
which, though rather smoky, seems to find particular favour with 
the Chinese on account of its superior quality and comparative 
cheapness. 

As a consequence of the influx of Japanese into this district 
the import of flour has more than doubled, the amount imported 
during 1896 being 14,534 cwts., valued at 5,3212., as against 
4,076 cwts., of a value of 2,3522. 

Matches have been imported to the value of 3,6702. They 
are manufactured in Japan, mostly to the order of foreign firms, 
and are of a cheap and flimsy make. 

Beer of a light German brew was greatly in demand in the 
beginning of the year, and prices for a case of 4 dozen quarts 
ruled 11 dol., but gradually fell to 9 dol. 50 c. owing to the 
Japanese breweries making a strong effort to compete with the 
German product. The result of the competition is doubtful, as 
Japanese beer may sell cheaper but does not retain its freshness 
long in this country, whereas German beer, probably owing to. the 
presence of salicylic acid, is always drinkable. When the new 
tariff, under which an import duty of 25 per cent, is leviable on 
foreign beer, comes into force, Japanese beer will probably 
monopolise the market in Formosa. 

No other item in the list of imports seems to call for special 
mention. With the exception of the import of kerosene oil, beer 
and matches, the foreign import trade of this port is almost 
exclusively in the hands of Chinese merchants. 

The camphor export for the year was 8,001 boxes, which is a 
decrease of 2,144 boxes from the export of preceding year, and of 
4,156 from that of 1894. The trade from January to April was 
most remunerative, owing to the high prices ruling in Hong-Kong. 
Then the Japanese authorities, by the issue of regulations affecting 
the production and sale of camphor, and by the arbitrary arrest of 
foreign compradores and the confiscation Of their camphor in the 
interior, so seriously interfered with the relations existing between 
foreigners, their compradores and the camphor workers that by 
June business was practically brought to a standstill Repeated 
remonstrances from the Consular body had the effect of partly 
alleviating the situation, but before confidence was fully restored, 
a rebellion broke out in and around the camphor districts and put 
a stop for several months to all further business. During this 
time most of the camphor stills, which were all elected by foreign 
capital, were deserted by the camphor workers, to whom advances 
had been made for the purchase of camphor trees and the 
manufacture of camphor for the account of foreigners, the latter 
thus suffering heavy losses. When ofder was somewhat restored, 
and the large quantities of camphor which had -been lying idle 
up country for several months, could be transported to the coast, 
prices in Hong-Kong had fallen 70 per cent, and did not improve 
for the remainder of the year. The regulations above referred to, 
and others subsequently issued, if allowed to remain in force, will 
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have the effect of gradually excluding foreigners from a business 
wliich they originated and of which they had, before the Japanese 
occupation of the island, practically a monopoly. Lately, however, 
the Japanese Government have agreed that the camphor business 
is to be carried on by foreigners under the same conditions as 
formerly until the new treaties come into force. It is to be 
presumed, therefore, that any Japanese regulations restrictive of 
the trade will be put in abeyance this year, and that the local 
officials will be instructed accordingly. There would then be a 
prospect of the trade reviving and assuming large proportions; 
but the outlook at present is not at all reassuring. First cost 
prices in the interior during the year were, January, 30 dol.; 
February to March, 35 to 40 dol.; April to May, 28 to 20 dol.; 

June, 17 to 13 dol.; November to December, 28 to 24 dol. per 
picul (133^ lbs.). 

Hong-Kong selling prices were: January to April, 79 dol.; 

May, 60 dol.; June, 37 dol.; July, 43 dol.; August, 50 dol.; and 
between 45 dol. and 50 dol. to the end of the year. 

Brown sugar was exported to the amount of 634,663 cwts., of a Sugar, 
value of 205,650/., and white sugar to the amount of 79,331 cwts., 
valued at 47,106/. The figures given in this report include 303,194 
cwts. of brown sugar, valued at 94,981/., shipped to Yokohama. This 
is not, strictly speaking,- foreign trade, as Formosa is now part of the 
Empire of Japan, and the figures are not given in the customs 
returns, but as the bulk of the sugar trade with Yokohama is in 
the hands of foreign merchants, and as all the sugar is shipped in 
foreign bottoms, the figures have been included. 

The total crop for the year may be considered an average one 
both in quality and quantity. 

Tainan-fu kinds are mostly shipped to the north of China, 
Tientsin and Ningpo taking the largest quantities. The trade is 
entirely in the hands of Chinese, whose powerful guilds in the 
north of China keep out any competition by foreigners. 

The Takow crop goes almost entirely to Japan, and up to the 
present foreign firms have had about two-thirds of the trade in 
their hands, the rest being in the hands of Chinese shippers. 
Shipments to Japan were hurried forward, and the later ventures 
resulted disastrously, owing to the long storage in Yokohama, and 
loss in weight. 

Prices for Takow sugar opened alt 3 dol. 25 c. per picul (7*. 0 \d. 
per 133£ lbs.), and gradually rose till 3 dol. 75 c. (8s.7|d.) was 

S id for deliveries in March. Subsequently rates declined, and hi 
ay purchases were made as low as 3 dol. 35 c. (7s. 3d.). The 
Japan markets began to favour Tainan-fu sugar, and that trade, 
practically a new feature in the sugar trade of South Formosa, 
promised to increase, and thus give the foreign merchants a chance 
to enlarge their business, when the Government published regula¬ 
tions, according to which the greater part of the newly raised 
production tax of 30 c. per picul is returnable on sugar exported 
to foreign countries. •• By this action China alone benefited, and in 
consequence North China bought Tainan fu sugar more freely, and 
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thus raised the price on Japanese consumers, who could not afford 
to pay the higher prices. 

To conclude, the sugar trade of 1896, up to the time that the 
new sugar regulations of the Japanese Government were published, 
was a profitable one to foreign firms, but afterwards heavy losses 
were experienced, and if it had not been for the outbreak of the 
rebellion in the Philippines, which raised a demand for Formosa 
sugar, the year’s trade would have been a most disastrous one so 
far as foreign merchants are concerned. 

hung&s pulp. Lungan is the fruit popularly known as the “ dragon’s eye.” It is 
prepared in the form of a pulp by peeling and stoning the fruit, 
and drying and baking it, and is used by the Chinese as tea. 

The lungan crops in Heng-Hoa, Canton, Foochow, and Hainan, 
the chief producing districts outside of Formosa, were all severely 
damaged by typhoons, and consequently short. The demand on 
Formosa was therefore considerable, and shipments to Shanghai 
were far beyond those of previous years. 

Rice. Rice was exported to China to the amount of 4,764 tons, 

valued at 23,517/. This trade is carried on eutirely in junks, and 
lias not therefore hitherto appeared in the customs returns. 

Shipping. The total foreign shipping entered during the year shows an 

increase over that of 1895 of 10 ships ami 11,735 tons, includ¬ 
ing 

British shipping, an increase of eight .ships and 9,246 tons. 

Gennan shipping, an increase of three ships and 3,857 tons. 

Norwegian shipping, an increase of two ships and 594 tons. 

Danish shipping, a decrease of three ships and 1,962 tons. 

In addition to the foreign ships there were also entered at the 
customs 597 Chinese junks of 12,931 tons. 

65 Japanese steamships representing a tonnage of 41,063 tons 
also visited the port during the year. 

General The occupation of Formosa by the Japanese has proved detri- 

remarks. mental to British trade in the south of the Island. Apart from 

the prohibition of the opium trade, British merchants have 
suffered considerable loss by the departure from their service of 
old and trusted Chinese employes, numbers of whom preferred to 
leave Tainan and return to the mainland rather than submit to 
the numerous restrictions which they imagined would be imposed 
upon them unless they chose to become Japanese subjects. 

The rebellion which broke out is the centre of the Island at 
the end of June put a stop to all trade in the interior for several 
months, and, even when business was again resumed towards the 
close of the year, it was only carried on under the greatest 
difficulties, as most of the Chinese workers who had been driven 
into the hills were reluctant to return in spite of the promises of 
the authorities that they would not be molested. Travelling in 
the interior, too, was a source of great danger, owing to the 
presence of armed banditti. Several robberies took place, and it 
became practically impossible to send any money into the 
country. In November the robbers raided Ling-a-Liau, a village 
about three miles east of Takow, and carried away money and 
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property to the value of about 10,000 dol. Two attacks made by 
them upon Takow during the same month were fortunately 
unsuccessful. 

No very serious attempts were made during the year by 
Japanese mercantile firms of any repute to establish themselves in 
this district, and it was not until December that the first Japanese 
bank was opened in the city of Tainan. With the exception of 
officials, the majority of Japanese who came consisted of hotel 
and lodging-house keepers of a not particularly reputable class. 

Two small steamers ran every 10 days during the year between 
Keelung and Takow, calling at Tamsui, the Pescadores and 
Anping. They were small, and the accommodation afforded by 
them very poor. They have, however, since the spring of this 
year (1897) been replaced by a fleet of eight larger vessels 
belonging to the Osaka Shosen Kwaisha (the Osaka Steamship 
Company) and a regular service is now conducted round the 
Island. 


Table 1.— Return of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Year 1896, and the Average of Imports during the 
Period 1891-94, both Years included. 


Article*. 


i 

18*6. i 

1891-94 (average). 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 





A 


€ 

Foreign good*— 

i * 

Cwts. 


i 

6 402 



Opium, Chinese 

•wo 

74 



Indian and Persian ... 

»» 

••• 

637 

60,022 

3,416 

222,671 

Colton good*— 



Grey shining* 

Yards 

•a* 

689,800 

• 7,067 


7,232 

While shirtings 

it 

• M 

320,600 

3,900 

782 


6,036 

T-cloths, 32 inches ... 


*ee 

91,424 


1,487 

Miscellaneous 

Ml 


••• 

1,430 


3,466 

Woollen goods— 





Camlets, English ... 

Yards 

m— 

126,970 

3.472 

tee 

7,386 

2,246 

Lasting*, plain ... 

ii 



1,488 

\ |m 

Spanish stripe* 
Miscellaneous. 

n 


3,849 

XbO 

• ee 

902 

ii 

... 

... 

806 


6,467 

Metals, miscellaneous ~ 
Kerosene— 

soo 


see 

2,489 


1,467 

American . 

Gallons 

... 

462,430 

11,408 

306,042 

7,662 

Hum tan ' . 

it 


17,640 

36,720 

466 

46,876 

1,130 

Sumatran .. 

•• 

see 

990 



Ginseng ... 

Cwts. 

... 

86 

1 6,107 

86 

6,166 

Hour ... . 

ti 

... 

14,634 

6,321 

4,076 

2,362 

Matches . 

Gross 

... 

77,666 

3,670 



Beer . 

Dosen 

Ns 

24,807 

6,660 



Sundries. 

Chinese produce— 

Bags, hemp. 

*M 

1 

... 

16,316 

; 

40,997 

Number 

see 

344.208' 

2,160 

176,634 

1,518 

„ grass and straw 

_ ii 

see 

2*3,966 

1,**>20 



OU-cakea . 

Cwts. 

•e 

6,0*21 

8b0 



Joss sticks ... 

i» 

... 

2.367 

1,167 

78l 

1,197 

Tobacco, prepared ... 

n 

ees 

9,070 

23,476 

1,074 

• • • 

3,442 

Wood-poles . 

Woollen and cotton 
mixtures 

••• 


... 

6,212 

483 

2,612 

1,663 

Silk piece-goods 

Pieces 

>~ 

6,164 

4,120 



Cotton piece-goods ... 

n 

... 

866.360 

29,770 



Paper ... ^ 



... 

7,317 



Medicines . 

••• 


„* 

10,224 

■ 

3,120 

Chinese wine ... 

too 


... 1 

1,410 



Matting . 

Rons 

tee 

290,726 

1,185 

71,698 



Sundries _ 

... 


M* 

24,616 

Total ... ... 



MW 

296,774 

sww 

362,783 
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Table 2.—Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
(luring the Year 1896, ancl the Average of Exports during 
the Period 1891-94, both Years included. 


Articles. 



1896. 

1891-94 (average). 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

| Value. 

Bamboo (hoots ... 

... 

Certs. 

1.765 

£ 

1.C73 

2,478 

i- i 

i,es7 

Camphor,. 

... 


8,007 

44,888 

7,300 

23,031 

Hemp ... ... 

.. 




2,491 

6,239 

Lungan pulp ... 




ImhIM 

6,335 

6,719 

Lanic&ns, dried ... 




iS® f' 

6,102 

2.632 

Sugar, brown* ... 

... 


634.663 

206,669 

671,675 

272,119 

„ white ... 

... 


79,331 

47,106 

47,658 

34,207 

Turmeric. 



11/349 

3,203 

29,94* 

11,844 

Oil cakes. 



28,661 

2,328 

••• 

Sesamum seed ... 



9,010 

3,333 

... 

• •• 

Rice 


Tons 

4,764 

... 

23,617 



Miscellaneous ... 

... 

... 

7.94C 


6,996 

Total 




373,101 

... 

363,644 

Bc-cxports 


... 

... 

9i3 


11,666 

Grand total 


... 

... 

374,074 

• M 

376,202 


•Of which 331.469 cut*., valued at 110,678/., was exported to China and Hong-Kong 
and 303,194 cvvta , valued at 94.98M., vu exported to Japan (Yokohama). 


Table 3.— Return of all Shinping at the Port of Tainan during 

the Year 1896. 

Bhtbekd. 



1 Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

i 

Number of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of , 
Vessels. 

i 

Tons. 

British . 

* 

1,074 

72 

62,430 

?5 

63,604 

German . 

6 

2,134 

9 

9,530 

15 

11,664 

Norwegian. 

1 

... 

4 

2,667 

4 

2,66? 

Total .' 

„ for the year 

9 

3,208 ; 

j 

, » 

i 

74,627 

94 

77,835 

preceding ... 

8 

3,515 | 

76 

62,685 

84 

66,100 

Japanese . 1 

... 


66 

41,068 

G5 

-41,063 

Chinese junks ...' 

697 



• •• 

697 

I 12,931 

Grand total 

I 

606 

16,139 

150 

416,690 

756 

131,829 


Cliamd. 




Suiting. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 


Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nutuber of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 


2 

716 

70 

60,114 

72 

60,830 

German „ 

... 

4 ! 

1,468 

9 

9.530 

13 

10,998 

Norwegian... 

... 

... 


4 

2,667 

4 

2,667 

Total ... 


6 I 

2,184 

83 

72,311 

89 

74,495 

„ for the year 
preceding , H 

1 

8 i 

3,515 

76 

62,585 

84 

66,100 

Japanese ... 

— 


• •• 

64 

40,276 

64 

40,276 

Chinese junka 


602 ! 

11,292 

... 

... 

502 

11,292 

Grand total 

Ml 

608 ; 

13,470 

147 

112,687 , 

mm 

126,063 


0250 12 I 97—H & 8 49) 
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Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan for the 

Year 1897 

By Mr. Acting-Consul Griffiths. 

(Received at Foreign Office, June 20,1896.) 

The total trade of this port during the year 1897 amounted Total trade, 
to 612,284/., of which 333,148/. represents exports, and 279,136/. 
represents imports. 

The principal foreign countries with which trade was carried 
on during the year were as follows:— 


Country. 

Value. 

Export*. 

Import*. 

Total. 

Chin* .. 

Hong-Kong. 

Great Britain. 

United State* of America •• 
Germany . 

£ 

171,489 

89,648 

e e 

• « 

• • 

£ 

189,691 

2,678 

86,689 

14,108 

11,940 

£ 

861,180 

42,226 

86,539 

14,108 

11,940 


Compared with the figures for the previous year, the returns Comparison 
for 1897 show a considerable decrease as regards both exports y^ tr preT ou * 
and imports, the following comparative table giving the values 
for each year;— 


Import* 

Export* 

Total 


Value. 

1897. 

1896. 

Doereeae. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

279,130 

296,774 

17,038 

388,148 

874,074 

40,926 

612,284 

070,848 . 

68,664 


The decrease, however, in the case of imports is due entirely 
to the cessation of the import of opium. As explained in the 
(224) ▲ 2 
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report on Tainan trade for the previous year, the import of 
opium was prohibited by the Government on February 23, 1896, 
up to which date, from January 1 of the same year, opium to the 
value of 65,424/. had been imported. Last yenr, of course, 
opium did not figure at all in the returns, and the decrease 
in the import trade is, consequently, accounted for. In fact, 
leaving out the opium trade altogether, the general import trade 
of this port for 1897 shows a considerable increase over that for 
the previous year. 

As regards exports, the decrease is chiefly due to the falling- 
off in the camphor trade, to which reference will be made further 
on in t.Lis report. 

Imports. Of the total amount of 279,1362., the value of the import 

trade into Tainan during 1897, 89,445/. represents the value of 
foreign goods imported, and 189,691/. that of Chinese produce. 
This latter trade is exclusively in the hands of Chinese mer¬ 
chants, while of the foreign goods, the only articles imported by 
the foreign merchants resident at this port, are kerosene oil, 
beer, matches, and condensed milk. 

Cotton and There was a slight increase in the import of cotton and 

woollen goods, woollen piece-goods, but, as pointed out in the report on Tainan 
for the previous year, this trade is entirely confined to Chinese 
merchants, who make purchases as required, in Ilong-Kong, of 
goods (chiefly refuse), wholesale or at auction, and retail them 
in Tainan and the other large towns of South Formosa. No 
piece-goods are imported direct from England, nor are there any 
prospects that such a trade could be carried on successfully. 
The growing Japanese population obtain their supplies from 
Japan, and though I have been unable to obtain statistics of the 
import of Japanese cotton goods into this port during the year 
under review, such import, judging from the well-stocked shops 
in the city of Tainan, must have been pretty considerable. 

Kerosene oil. There was a large increase in the import of kerosene oil last 
year, amounting to 286,075 gallons in quantity, and 3;965Z. in 
value. American oil (“ Comet ”) continues to have a consider¬ 
able sale in this district, and is decidedly the best oil on the 
Tainan market. Though the import of this oil in 1897 shows a 
decrease as compared with that during the previous year, the 
actual consumption of the oil shows no falling-off, and the 
apparent decrease in the trade is due to the fact that large 
shipments qrrived at the close of 1896, and there was, conse¬ 
quently, a considerable stock on hand on January 1, 1897. 

The chief feature, however, of the kerosene oil trade during 
the past year was the enormous increase in the import of 
Sumatran (Langkat) oil. This increase amounted to 413,315 
gallons in quantity, and 8,033/. in value. Hussian oil has 
practically been supplanted by Langkat, the latter, although 
very smoky, apparently finding more favour with native buyers. 

Prices arranged throughout the year for “ Comet/’ 2 dol. 50 c. 
(5s. 2±d.) per one box of two tins, containing 10 gallons, and for 
Russian and Langkat oil about 10 c. (2 \d.) less. 
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The import of matches shows an increase of 25,234 gross in Matches, 
quantity, and 9741. in value. The matches are all, as pointed out 
in the report on Tainan trade for 1896, manufactured in Japan, 
mostly to the order of foreign and Chinese firms, and are of a" 
cheap and inferior make. In damp weather only a small per¬ 
centage of them will light at all, while in dry weather they are 
highly and dangerously combustive. Cheapness is practically 
their only recommendation. The cost of a parcel containing 10 
boxes with 60 matches in each box is in this port 4£ c. (a little 
over Id.). 

The import of beer continues to increase, 35,935 dozen, valued Becr - 
at 7,360/., being.imported into Tainan during 1897, as compared 
with 24,807 dozen, valued at 5,560/., imported during the 
previous year. These figures represent almost exclusively beer 
of German brew, as the Japanese beer imported does not figure in 
the customs’ returns, from which the tables attached to this 
report have been compiled. The import, however, of Japanese 
beer could not have been very large owing to the comparatively 
high price at which only it was, apparently, possible to sell it at a 
profit. While prices for Japanese beer, in spite of the absence of 
import duty, ruled as high as 11 dol. (22s. lid.) for a case of four 
dozen quarts laid down in Tainan, German beer could be sold at 9dol. 

(18s. 9d.) for the same quantity, and still leave a considerable margin 
of profit for the importer. The Japanese beer, too, labours under 
the disadvantage of becoming fiat and undrinkable in this climate 
if kept for any length of time, whereas the German beer remains 
good after a couple of years. 

The Japanese inhabitants of this district are large consumers 
of beer, and it is said that the natives are now developing a taste 
for malt liquors, so that there is every prospect of the import 
trade in beer continuing to increase. 

Anglo-Swiss and American condensed milks have been almost 0»n<tenseJ 
^entirely supplanted by the German article, it being possible to milt 
lay down the latter at 8 dol. 60 c. (17*. lid ) per case of four- 
dozen tins, a price which is far below the cost of the others. 

The export trade during 1897 shows a decrease of 40,926/., as Exports, 
compared with that of the previous year, chiefly due to the falling- 
off in the camphor trade, and to the export of lungan pulp and 
dried lungans resuming its normal condition after the extra¬ 
ordinary demand for these articles during the previous year, 
consequent upon the shortage of the crops in Southern China. 

The camphor trade has, so far as concerns foreign merchants Camphor, 
in South Formosa, almost entirely stopped, owing, among other 
causes, to the disturbed state of the country and the difficulty and 
danger of sending money into the camphor districts. The roads 
continued throughout the year to be infested with armed robbers, 
who on the approach of the military or police fled to the hills 
(where it was, apparently, impossible to pursue them) only to 
reappear at the first favourable opportunity. Robberies became 
of such frequent occurrence that no foreign or native merchant 
would venture to send money into the interior. The Japanese 
(224) 
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authorities on their part did not see their way to allow the tax to 
be paid in the treaty port on arrival of the camphor, and business 
was consequently brought to a standstill. 

-In the raids and skirmishes, too, which have taken place in 
the camphor-producing districts numbers of stills have been 
destroyed. Their destruction was perhaps inevitable, but as they 
were almost entirely erected with money advanced or loaned by 
foreign merchants in South Formosa, the losses incurred by the 
hitter have been very considerable. It is estimated that not one- 
third of the stills in existence two years ago, in which foreigners 
in South Formosa are interested, are now available for camphor 
production. 

The hope expressed hy Her Majesty’s Consul in last year’s 
report on the trade of this district, that the camphor trade might 
revive and assume large proportions has not been realised ; in fact, 
far from this being the case, the camphor export business, as far as 
South Formosa is concerned, has now (April, 1898 ) almost stopped. 

These remarks, of course, apply exclusively to the export of 
camphor hy foreign merchants in this district (South Formosa), 
who have in the post invested considerable sums of money in the 
business. The production of camphor in the districts of Rinkipo 
and Shu Shu (Hunlin and Chip Chip), the principal districts 
whence the drug came to South Formosa, still, I am informed, 
continues, thougli to nothing like the same extent as formerly, 
hut all the camphor so produced finds its way vi& the port of 
Rokko (Lokkang) to Tamsui, whence it is shipped to Hong-Kong 
and Japan. The roads north of Rokko are said to be perfectly 
safe, so that dealers can reach the neighbourhood of Chip Chip 
and buy up any camphor that, under other circumstances, should 
and would go to the foreign firms in Tainan, with whose money the 
business was first started. Things may remedy themselves in 
course of time, but the outlook at present is certainly not very 
bright. 

The following table shows the export of camphor from this 
port since, practically, the commencement of the trade:— 


Year. 

Number of Boxea 
Exported. 

1892. 

4 9 8 1 5 

1693 . 

6,691 

1894 . 

12,157 

1896 . 

10,145 

1806.• . 

8,001 

1897 . 

8,067 


Note.— 1 box contains about 1 picul (183$ lbs.) of camphor. 


Brown sugar was exported to the amount of 687,978 cwts., 
valued at 207,946/., and white sugar to the amount of 
82,532 cwts., valued at 45,804/. These figures show an increase, 
in the daseof brown sugar, of 53,315 cwts, in amount, and 1,287/. 
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in value and, in the case of white sugar, an increase of 3,201 cwts. 
in amount, and a decrease of 1,302/. in value. As in the case of 
the previous year’s returns, sugar exported to Japan (Yokohama) 
is included in the above figures, though the trade cannot, strictly 
speaking, be called nn export to foreign countries. More than 
half the trade, however, is in the hands of foreign merchants in 
this district, and it is, in fact, at the present time,.the principal 
business carried on by them. 

The sugar crop for the year was an average one as regards 
quantity, but the quality, throughout the season, was inferior. 

The market at Takow opened in February at 3 dol. 20. c. 
per picul (6s. id. per 133£ lbs.) first cost for ordinary brown, but, 
owing to the quality being condemned by the Jajwnese buyers in 
Yokohama, prices gradually declined to 2 dol. 70 c. (5s. 6 d ) in 
May, and late purchases were made as low as 2 dol. 65 c. 
(5s. 4 id.). 

Tainan-fu sugar of superior quality found ready buyers in 
Japan at remunerative rates, but shipments to the northern 
markets of China left no profit, those to Tientsin, the largest 
consuming centre of Tainan-fu sugar, resulting in a very serious 
loss. 

As stated in last year’s report on the trade of this district, 
the export of Tainan-fu sugar to the north of China is entirely 
in the hands of Chinese, and no competition by foreign merchants 
is possible. 

Towards the end of last year’s season large profits were made 
on late shipments of Takow sugar to Yokohama, owing to the 
rebellion in the Philippines threatening Japan with short 
supplies. 

The following table shows the amount of sugar exported to 
Japan and to China and Hong-Kong respectively:— 


Kind of Sugar. 

Japan. 

China and Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brown sugar 

White sugar 

Total ... 

Cwts. 

588,874 

19,851 

£ 

109.720 
10,795 

Cwts. 

299,101 

02,681 

•£ 

98,226 

35,009 

Cwts. 

687,978 

82,582 

£ 

207,940 

45,804 

408,725 

120,515 

861,785 

138,285 

770,610 

253,750 


A new feature in the Takow sugar trade is that growers 
produce a superior kind of brown sugar, which fetches readily 
50 c. per picul (about Is. per 133-^ lbs.) above the ordinary 
Takow kind, and as Japan is an eager buyer of these superior 
sugars, growers will be induced to pay more attention to the 
production of sugar, with the result that a superior quality will 
eventually take the place of the ordinary brown sugar which, at 
present, is very much mixed with black-looking stuff of an inferior 
quality. 

Formerly it was the custom to sell Takow brown sugar only. 
This, although a mixture of good, bad, and indifferent kinds, 
(224) 
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was a good marketable article, superior to any ordinary brown 
kinds imported into Japan from places other than Formosa. 
Growers, consequently, in theTakow district, paid little attention 
to treatment, and the gradual result was that an inferior article 
was produced. Now, however, with the demand for superior 
kinds at a higher price, the production of inferior sugars may 
eventually be done away with. Tainan-fu growers have, for 
years, paid attention to this matter, and one now sees but little 
inferior sugar in the Tainan-fu market. 

This, however, is but a 3mall matter compared with the 
benefits which the sugar industry in this island would, and will, 
I am sure, eventually derive from the introduction of machinery. 
The natives, however, are very conservative and more slowly in 
matters which necessitate any change, much less a radical one, 
from their old habits and customs. When they arouse them¬ 
selves from their present state of lethargy and realise that they 
are now part and parcel of a very progressive and go-ahead 
nation, things will be different, and the resources of the country 
will then materially develop. 

The hope expressed in the report on the trade of this district 
for the year 1893, that the efforts then being made to introduce 
iron sugar-cane crushing mills into this island might meet with 
permanent success, has not been fulfilled. The mill which was at 
that time imported and erected in the vicinity of the City of 
Tainan found, although apparently working successfully, no 
favour, and was soon discarded. There are now no mills of 
European make at work in this district. 

When the time arrives for the native producers to appreciate 
the value of using the latest machinery in this industry there will 
be a considerable demand for crushing mills, and a new market 
should thus be opened for English-made machinery. Until then, 
however, as the production of sugar is entirely in the hands of the 
native growers one must, perforce, wait in patience. 

The export of lungan pulp and dried lungans in 1897 was, 
though less than that of the previous year, an average one, the 
export during 1896 having been, as explained in the report for 
that year, quite abnormal, owing to the exceptional demand in 
Southern China, consequent upon the failure of the crops in that 
district. 

The lungan or lung-ngan (Nephelium longana) is a staple 
export from this district. Its local nameis“geng-gdng/* both that 
and the name “ lung-ngan ” signifying “ dragon’s eye.” The work of 
preparing the pulp, referred to in last year's report by Mr. Consul 
Kenny, usually commences about September and continues till 
the end of the year. It is performed chiefly by women and girls 
at a daily wage of about 60 to 80 cash (6 to 8 c. or 1 \d. to 2rf.), 
in addition to which they receive as a perquisite the husks and 
hard inner nut for use as fuel. 

The figures given in the table of exports appended to this 
report for the export of rice represent only the export to foreign 
countries (chiefly China). Towards the close of the year, how- 
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ever, large shipments of rice were maJe to Japan from this port 
at, generally speaking, very remunerative rates. I have not Been 
able to get statistics of the quantity shipped in Japaueee vessels 
from Anping, but the amount exported in foreign bottoms from 
the two ports (Anping and Takow) was 1,408 tons valued at 
8,585/., while from Takow, in addition, 1,022 tons, valued at 
5,234/., were exported in Japanese steamers. 

Compared with the figures for the previous year the returns of Shipping, 
vessels entered from foreign countries during 1897 show a falling- ?oreign .\ 
off of six vessels and 370 tons, including g0,Dg ^ ,ps - 

British shipping a decrease of nine ships and 1,171 tons, and 

German shipping a decrease of one ship and 3,907 tons. 

Norwegian and Swedish shipping remains the same as regards 
the number of vessels, but shows an increase as regards tonnage 
of 2,213 tons. Two American ships of 758 tons, one Japanese 
steamer of 976 tons, and one Chinese steamer of 761 tons entered 
the port during the year from foreign countries. 

The number of junks entered at the customs dnring the year Junks, 
was 465 of 11,130 tons as compared with 597 with a total 
tonnage of 12,931 entered during the previous year. A con¬ 
siderable amount of trade is carried on in junks running between 
the mainland and the west coast of Formosa; rice, sugar, and 
other exports being sent over to the China coast ports, and 
miscellaneous Chinese goods brought back to Formosa. It is 
feared that, in spite of the vigilance of the customs* officials, 
there is still a considerable amount of smuggling being indulged 
in on the west coast of the island. 

In addition to the foreign-going shipping, 170 Japanese steamers, Japanese 
representing a tonnage of 199,660 tons, entered at this port 
during the year from Formosan coast ports and the various ports 
of Japan. A regular service was maintained round the island 
by steamers of the Osaka Shosen Kwaislia (Osaka Steamship 
Company). Two of these steamers, weather permitting, called at 
this port about every ten days, one arriving from Kelung vizi 
Taianko and the Pescadore Islands, and returning to that place 
via the south and east coast ports (Shajo, Nanwan, Tdito (Pilam), 

Karenko, Lowo), the other coming from Kelung via the east 
coast ports, and completing the circuit of the island back to 
Kelung via Taianko and the Pescadore Islands. 

During, however, the south-west monsoon (May to October) Difficulties of 
the regular service is much interfered with, owing to the frequent 
spells of bad weather and the absolute impossibility of any during 
communication talcing place by boat between ship and shore Bummer 
whenever (and it happens only too frequently) the sea breaks at mont,w * 
all badly on the bars, formed by the south-west swell at Anping 
and Takow. Both bars are at times very dangerous. The sea 
gets up in the course of an hour or two and rolls in huge breaker 
upon breaker with tremendous force. No boat, not even the 
specially built and, at other times peculiarly safe “ tekpai,* or local 
bamboo raft, can cross the bar at either Anping or Takow at such 
times during the south-west monsoon. Twice during last year 
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residents. 


Foreign Anna. 


(in June and July), for three weeks continuously on each 
occasion, these two ports were entirely cut off from com- 
munication with the‘ outside world owing to impassable bars, 
while on several other occisions during the summer, shipping 
business had for the same reason to be suspended for two or three 
days at a time. 

At such times vessels, to avoid the heavy rolling and conse- 
quent straining to which they would be subjected were they to 
lie off the ports in the open roadstead, cross over to the Pescadore 
Islands and wait in the safe and oommodious harbour of Makung 
until a favourable opportunity - offers for them to reoroes to 
Anping or Takow. 

In addition to the above-mentioned service round the island, 
another service of steamers, tri-monthly, was conducted between 
-Kelung and Takow. These steamers called both on the 
up and down trips at the ports of Anping and Makung 
(Pescadores). 

The usual tri-monthly service between Hong-Kong and 
Anping vi& Swutow and Amoy was also kept up throughout the 
year by the steamers of the Dougjas Steamship Company. 

Exclusive of the garrison, the population of this district at 
the end of the year 1897 was as follows:— 


CUy of Tainan 
Anping 

Tukpw 

Total .. .. 

Number of iLbabitanta. 

Japanese. 

i 

Natives. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Mule, j Female. 

1,429 

174 

197 

872 

81 

78 

28,287 

2,841 

8,624 

18,551 

1,808 

8,029 

44,189 

4,354 

0,823 

1,800 

979 

29,152 

23,388 

66,310 


In the above return Takow includes the villages of Ch6ng- 
Kim and Ling-a-liau, distant about two and three miles respectively 
to the east of Takow, but both comprised within the area of the 
Mixed Settlement, where Chinese and other foreigners are 
permitted to reside and trade. 

An accurate census of the Chinese population has not yet 
been taken. In a return with which I have been furnished the 
total number of Chinese resident in this district is given as 290, 
but I think this figure must bo short of the actual number. The 
other foreign residents number 41, including 32 British, eight 
Spanish, and one German subject. 

There are four British and two German firms at present 
established in this district. During the year one British firm 
of merchants, with headquarters at Hong-Kong, closed its 
Tainan branch, while one German firm, with headquarters at 
Tamsui, opened a branch establishment if this district, 
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The year's trade, so far as foreign merchants were concerned. General 
cannot be considered satisfactory. Reference has already been y^^trade 
made to the loss of the import of opium, and the great decline 
in the camphor export business. factory. 

As regards opium, hope is still cherished that M by way of 
compensation to the few foreign firms who were engaged in the 
trade, for the loss of a very lucrative business, the Qovernment 
may see its way to utilising them as agents for the import of the 
drug.” (Report on Tainan trade for 1896.) 

Aa regards the camphor export trade, the outlook is not 
bright, and there is little hope of its becoming brighter until 
something is done to render travelling in the intenor of the 
ioknd less dangerous than it is at present. Robberies on the of ( 

road occur with quite monotonous frequency, native traders are tS^fntertor? 
carried off to the hills and held for ransom, and farmhouses and 
depots are constantly attacked. 

This state of affairs, unless soon remedied, must have a serious 
effect, not only cn (he camphor trade, but on trade generally 
in South Formosa, and until the country becomes quieter there 
can be little prospeot of trad? developing. 

No Japanese mercantile firms of any standing have as yet J*p»nc«e 
established themselves in this district, but numbers of excellent “‘"H* 
shops have been Opened in the city of Tainan. All kinds of keeperg F 
articles are dealt in, the goods, which are of foreign or Japanese 
make, being imported chiefly from Japan. 

A very good Japanese hotel, where foreign as well as Hotels. 
Japanese food can be obtained, has been established in Tainan, 
while hotels of a similar pattern, but much inferior to the one 
in Tainan, are being run in Anping and Takow respectively. 

Oommunicatian between the two ports. Art ping and Takow, Commnni- 
was kept up almost daily throughout the year (weather 
permitting, of course), by foreign-owned steam tuns, which Anping and 
make the trip (about 30 miles) in from three and a-half to four Takow. 
hours. By land the journey occupies from 10 to 12 hours 
according to the weather and the state of the roads. 

There was a considerable demand for ice (of which the !<*. * nd lhe 
Japanese are large consumers) during the year, and this had all of 

to he obtained from Hong-Kong at a heavy oast. The price of manufactory, 
ico in Tainan during the summer mouths averaged 20 c. (5d.) per 
lb., the original oost in Hong-Kong being 1£ c., or about 1 £ 
farthings. The difference was due partly to the heavy charges 
for freight, lauding and carriage to the city, but more par¬ 
ticularly to the. loss in weight suffered in transit from Hong- 
Kong. 

To remedy this state of affairs, however, an ice company lias 
now been formed in Anping. A factory has been erected and S is 
expected to be in working order at the beginning of ihis summer 
(1898). The company is British, registered in Hong-Kong, and 
the factory, which will turn out about 2 tons of ice per diem, 
will be under British management. It should prove a very 
successful venture. 
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The sanitation of the port received careful attention at the 
bands of the authorities throughout the year. The city of Tainan 
has been much improved in this respect since the occupation of 
the island by the Japanese, although even under the Chinese 
regime, I am informed, it compared very favourably as regards 
cleanliness with the cities on the mainland of China. 

The general health of the port throughout the year may be 
considered to have been good, though an epidemic of bubonic 
plague broke out in the city about the middle of March and was 
not stamped out until the beginning of July. According to 
official returns 540 cases occurred, of which 408 terminated fatally, 
but it is generally believed that owing to the reluctance of the 
native inhabitants to voluntarily report cases, the figures are con¬ 
siderably below the mark. No foreign residents were attacked 
by the disease, nor did any cases occur in the ports of Anping 
and Takow. 

The figures given in the tables appended to this report are 
based on the returns of the Imperial Japanese Customs, and I am 
indebted to the Superintendent of Customs at this port for kindly 
furnishing me with these statistics for publication. I am also 
indebted to the foreign merchants cf this port for much informa¬ 
tion concerning its trade during the past year. 
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Table 1.— Return of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Years 1897-96. 


▲rikdM. 





1887. 

1896. 





Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity 

Value. 







4 


£ 

Foreign good*— 









Opium . 

... 

• M 

Cwts. 

••s 

... 

ess 

711 

65,424 

Cotton goods— 








Gray shirtings ... 

... 

... 

Yards 


716,144 

5,699 

889,800 

7,557 

White shirting*... 

ass 

-*«• 

n 

... 

461,700 

5,579 

320,600 

8,900 

T-cloths ... 

... 

ess 



140,490 

974 

91,424 

782 

Miscellaneous ... 

•ss 

... 

SSS 



4,089 

3,430 

Woollen goods— 







Camlets. English 

... 

... 

•1 


148,080 

8,875 

125,970 

8,472 

Lasting*, plain H . 

... 

... 

II 


62,200 

2,332 

32,640 

1,486 

Spanish stripes... 
Miscellaneous ... 

... 

ess 


• •s 

863 

56 

3,849 

280 

res 

SSS 



• •• 

1,664 


806 

Blankets. 

tee 

... 

Lbs. 

... 

15,244 

1,017 

4,999 

670 

Metals, Miscellaneous 

... 


... 


... 

1,535 

2,489 

Kerosene— 







American 

... 

... 

Gallons 

•ss 

352,810 

7,649 

462,430 

11,408 

Russian. 

• as 

... 


... 

10,520 

246 

17,640 

455 

Sumatran 

... 

... 



440,035 

9,023 

36,720 

990 

Ginseng . 

... 

... 

Cwts. 


62 

"2,831 

85 

8,107 

Flour ... ... 

... 

... 

ii 

... 

11,385 

6,057 

14.634 

6,321 

Matches . 

... 

... 

Grose 

... 

102,790 

4,644 

77,566 

3,670 

Beer .. 

• •• 

SSI 

Dozen 

•ft* 

35,935 

7,360 

24,807 

5,660 

Condensed milk ... 

... 

• •s 

ii 

... 

5,535 

1,390 

5,44 i 

1,478 

Sundries ... 

... 

SftS 


• •ft 

23,025 

• •s 

14,272 

Chinese produce — 
Bags, hemp 

see 


Number 


608,696 

3,740 

344,208 

2,160 

Mats for packing 

... 

... 

ii 

... 

1,212,405 

4,446 

584,680 

2,805 

Oil cakes . 

• ee 

... 

Cwis. 

... 

6,240 

347 

6,021 

380 

Joss-sticks 

••a 

... 


"... 

6,349 

2,701 

2,867 

1,167 

Tobacco, prepared 

**• 

... 

»i 

... 

13,126 

33,882 

9,070 

23,476 

Wood poles 

••• 

... 



• «• 

7,648 


5,212 

Silk piece-goods 

••• 

•Ss 

Pieces 

... 

8,262 

6,301 

6,166 

4,320 

Cotton piece-goods 
Silk and cotton— 
Mixtures 

••• 

SftS 

ii 

... 

1,102,674 

41,747 

856,350 

29,770 


* 

••ft 



118 


8 

Cotton, raw ... 

... 

... 

Cwts. 

... 

2^383 

3,941 

1,781 

3,251 

Paper . 

... 

... 

... 


• •• 

14,808 

7,317 

Sundries . 

eat 

... 

• •• 


— 

69,432 

••• 

80,456 

Total 





set 

278,556 

see 

296,774 

Be-imports . 

• •ft 

• •• 

• •ft 


S-ftft 

580 

1 see 

... 

Grand total 

• •ft 

... 

... 



279,136 

ftsft 

296,774 


Table 2.—Return of Principal Articles of Export from Taiuan 
during the Years 1897-96. 


Articles. 





1897. 

1896. 







Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bamboo shoots 


ess 

• ss 

Cwts. 


1,630 

£ 

1,565 

1,765 

£ 

1,678 

Camphor 

a** 

... 

••• 

it 

••• 

3,946 

12,525 

8,007 

44,888 

Hemp 

••• 

• se 

... 

ii 


4,673 

8,094 

2,793 

4,794 

Lung an pulp 

SSS 

... 

••• 


... 

4,181 

4,327 

16,468 

16,328 

Lungans, dried 

... 

... 

• ss 


... 

12,752 

6,488 

34,234 

18,326 

Sugar, brown 

see 


... 

ii 

... 

687,978 

907,946 

634,668 

205,659 

white 

• •• 

... 

... 


... 

82,532 

45,804 

79,331 

47,106 

Turmeric ... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

19,1*3 

5,357 

11,249 

3,203 

Oil cakes ... 

... 

•se 

... 


... 

37,022 ! 

8,610 

28,551 

2,328 

Sesamum seed 

... 

... 

••• 


... 

18,110 

6,996 

9,010 

3,333 

Bice . 


• ss 

• ss 

Tons 

see 

6,652 

24,008 

4,764 

23,517 

Miscellaneous 

... 

... 

ss* 

ii 

SSS 

■ ss 

7,578 

• •s 

7,946 

Total 


see 

• • • 

... 


• s • 

331,998 

• •e 

373,101 

Re-exports ... 

• •• 

SS# 

• ss 

... 


••• 

1,150 

•ft* 

973 

Grand total 

••• 

• •• 

set 


• eft 

333,148 

... 

374,074 
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Table 3.—Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan 
during the Year 1897. 

Entered. 



Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Kumber of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 

3 

1,113 


61,220 

66 

62,333 

German . 

Norwegian and 

10 

3,420 

mm 

4,328 

14 

7,767 

Swedish. 

1 

350 


4,630 

4 

4,880 

American. 

* 

758 

... 

2 

768 

Japanese ... 


' 

i 

876 

1 

976 

Chinese . 

... 


i 

7GI 

• 

761 

Total 

tl for the year 

16 

5,050 

72 

71.81# 

88 

77)465 

preceding ... 

» 

3,2C8 

83 

74,627 

•4 

77,835 

Junks, native ... 

159 

1,468 


... 

169 

1,468 

„ Chinese ... 

906 

7,662 

... 

... 

306 

7,602 

Grand total 

461 

16,780 

72 

71,815 

553 

88,505 


Cleared. 



Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 

Nationality. 

1 

Number of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tom. 1 

Number of j 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 

3 

1,118 ! 

63 

61,220 

66 

62,333 

German . 

10 

8,429 

4 

4,828 

14 

7,757 

Norwegian and 
Swedish. 

... 

... j 

a 

1 

4,680 

HU 

4,530 

American. 

2 

758 < 

i ... 

... 


758 

Japanese. 

... 

see 

2 

8,523 


8,528 

Chinese ... 

... 

see 

1 

761 

1 

761 

Total . 

„ for the year 

15 

i 

6,300 

73 

74,362 

88 

1 

79,662 

preceding ... 

6 

2,184 

83 

72,811 

89 

74,498 

Junks, native ... 

171 

3,624 j 

i * 


171 

8,624 

,, Chinese ... 

276 

7,188 ! 


... 

276 

7,188 

Gmud total 

462 

16,112 

73 

74,362 

535 

90,474 


LONDON: 

Printed for Her Majesty’• Stationery Office, 
By HARRISON AND SONS, 
Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 
(1250 7 | 98—H & S 284) 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 


































No. 2341 Annual Series. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


JAPAN. 


REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1898 

OK THE 

trade of the consular district of 

TAINAN (SOUTH FORMOSA). 


REFERENCE TO PREVIOUS REPORT, Annual Series No. 2149. 


Presented to both Houses oj Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, 

AUGUST ; 1899. 


lovdox: 

PRINTED FOR HER M A.) RO Y’S STATTONERV OFFICE, 
RY HARRISON AND SONS, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, 

miNTKllS IN OKI)IXAI'Y TO 1IKR MAJKSTY. 


And to lie pnrchiwod. either directly nr through any'Bonknollor, from 
EYRE A SPOTTISWOODK, East Ha;ii>ixo Strkkt, Ft.kkt Street, K.C., and 
•12. Abingdon Strp.kt. Westminster, S.W.j or 
JOHN MENZIKS A Co., 12, Hanover. Street, Koinburoii, and 
90, West Nile Strkkt. Glasgow; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Limited, 101, Gkaktox Street, Dublin. 


[C. 9496—12.] 


1899. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 








CONTENTS. 


Pag« 

Total trade 

Comparison with previous year *.•.. 3 

Trade with foreign countries .-. 3 

Imports (Table I) 

Cotton and woollen goods. 4 

Chinese cotton goods »«•*•••§*••••••••••*••••••»•• ••• !»«•*••••••••••• •••• .. 5 

Kerosene oil.—....*. 3 

Matches ... 3 

Beer.~.*... r> 

Condensed milk .<....*.—• 3 

Exports (Table II)‘... 3 

Camphor. 3 

Proposed Government monopoly.,... 7 

Sugar .. 7 

Increase in export in 1898 .. 7 

Sugar exported to Japan included in return... 7 

„ China in hands of Chinoso .. 7 

New features in the trade..... 3 

Year's crop and prices . 3 

Demand in Japan for superior Tainan brown sugar. 8 

Competition with Manila augar .... 8 

Effect of Japanese demand on shipments to North Chinn . 8 

Rice ...-. 8 

Export to China. 8 

ff Japan •••••»•.••»»•»»»»«•.«»••••■• 8 

Comparative table showing amount of rice exported to Japan and to 

China . 8 

Other exports......=. 9 

Hemp .......... 9 

Shipping (Table III)... 10 

Foreign-going ships . 10 

Decrease in British and increase in German shipping. How accounted for 10 
Junks . 10 


Japanese coast steamers... 10 

Weather during summer interfered with shipping business. 11 

Population ..... 11 

Japanese and natives. 11 

Foreign residents . 11 

j) firms ...in .................. .. ........................... 11 

General remarks. 11 

Year’s Irado satisfactory .... 11 

Disturbed state of the country during the year ... 11 

Parcel post . 12 

Taxes (Table IV) . 12 

Internal communication. 12 

Decauville tram .........12 

Proposed railway . 12 

Health of the port..... 12 

Trade statistics. How acquired..... 13 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

















































No. 2341. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 2149. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular Distinct of Tainan (South 
Formosa) for the Year 1898 

By Mb. Acting-Consul Griffiths. 

(Received at Foreign Office, August 10,1899.) 


The total foreign trade of this port during the year 1898 Total trade, 
amounted to 784,627/., of which 415,021/. represents exports and 
369,606/. represents imports. 

These figures show a considerable increase as regards both Comparison 
exports and imports over the returns for the previous year, the with previous 
following comparative table giving the values for each year :•— ye * r 


Imports •, 
Exports 

Total 


Value. 


1898. 

1897. 

Increase. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

309,606 

279,130 

90,470 

416,021 

333,148 

81,873 

784,127 

i 

612,284 

172,343 


The increase in imports was principally due to the unusually 
large quantities of Chinese goods, such as tobacco, piece-goods. 

&c\, brought into the port at the close of the year, before the new 
ancl increased tariff came into operation on January 1, 1899. 

The increase in the export trade was due chiefly to an increased 
demand for Formosan sugar in Japan and the northern districts 
of China, and to an increase in the export of rice to China. 

The principal foreign countries the goods of which w T ere Trade with 
imported into this district, or to which the native produce was foreign 
exported during the year under review were as follows :— couture*. 


(468) 
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Value. 


L/Ouniry. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

China. 

232,748 

262,185 

494,933 

Hong-Kong 

36,943 

19,389 

55,332 

Great Britain .. 

• • 

43,011 

43,011 

United States of America 

• • 

22,796 

22,796 

Germany . 


13,482 

13,482 

Dutch East Indies 


6,842 

6,842 


The above table does not, of course, include any exports to or 
imports from Japan, although, as in the case of the returns for 
1896 and 1897, and for the same reasons as given in the reports 
for those years, the amount of sugar exported to Japan is included 
in the return of principal articles of export appended to this 
report (Table No. 2). 

Imports. Of the total amount of 369,606/., the value of the import trade 

into Tainan during 1898, 99,896/. represents the value of goods of 
foreign origin imported, 252,135/. that of Chinese produce, and 
17,575/. the value of goods of Japanese origin imported from Japan 
via foreign ports, chiefly Hong-Kong. 

As pointed out in the report on the trade of this district for 
1897, the whole of the import trade, with the exception of the 
import of kerosene oil, matches, beer, and condensed milk, is in 
the hands of the local Chinese merchants. The bulk of the goods 
of foreign origin which they import they purchase in Hong-Kong, 
while Chinese produce imported by them they obtain in the 
various coast ports of China, chiefly Swatow, Amoy, and 
Foochow. 

The following comparative table shows the increase or decrease 
which occurred in the value of the chief articles of foreign origin 
imported into this port during 1898, as compared with the figures 
for the previous year:— 





Value. 


Articles. 


1898. 

1897. 

1 

Increase or 
Decrease. 

Cotton goods .. 

• m 

£ 

17,365 

£ 

16,341 

£ 

+ 1,024 

Woollen goods .. 

• a 

7,853 

8,944 

- 1,091 

Metals * . • • * • 

• • 

4,487 

3,535 

+ 952 

Kerosene oil 

a a 

17,126 

16,818 

+ 308 

Flour . 

a « 

8,399 

5,067 

+ 3,342 

Beer ■ ■ • • • • 

• • 

9,762 

7,860 

+ 2,402 


Cotton and There was a slight increase in the import of cotton piece-goods 
woollen goods. a 11L [ a decrease in that of woollen goods. The trade is small and 
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presents few if any features of interest to the home manufacturers. 

All the goods are purchased in Hong-Kong, chiefly at auction. Owing 
to their conservatism and dislike to any change from old-established 
customs the natives of South Formosa may probably, in spite of the 
heavy freight payable from Hong-KoDg, continue for some time to 
come to import English manufactured goods from that place, as 
hitherto, and in any case there will, always be more or less demand 
for the better qualities of grey and white shirtiDgs, but Japanese 
manufactures in view of their cheapness, their exemption from 
payment of customs duties, and the facilities for direct shipment 
from Kobe, will doubtless eventually find more favour than at 
present. 

Chinese cotton piece-goods were imported during the year to Chinese 
the amount of 1,562,136 pieces, and the value of 63,114/.; as ooUon 1,6 
against 1,102,574 pieces, valued at 41,747/. in 1897; being an 
increase of 459,562 pieces in quantity aud 21,367/. in value. This 
increase of over 50 per cent, in value was probably due, however, 
to the large cargoes imported at the close of the year owing to the 
anxiety of importers to get in as much stock as possible before the 
new tariff came into operation on January 1, 1899. 

There was a large increase in the import of American oil Koiwc i- oil. 
(“ Comet”) amounting to 292,375 gallons in quantity, and 2,721/. 
in value, while a considerable decrease is noticeable in the import 
of Sumatran (Langkat)oil amounting to 90,615 gallons in quantity 
and 2,181/. in value. This decrease was due to the fact that 
towards the close of the year the import of Langkat oil ceased 
owing, it is said, to the falling-off in supplies at the wells. A 
fair amount of American oil arrived at the end of the year in 
time to benefit by the old tariff. 

As stated in the report on the trade of this district for the 
previous year, Russian oil has been practically ousted from the 
Tainan market. 

The trade in matches continues to increase and 153,755 gross Match s 
valued at 7,530/. were imported during the year, as against 102,790 
gioss valued at 4,644/. during 1897. All the matches imported 
were of Japanese manufacture. The various brands are, generally 
shaking, still of an inferior make, though one or two show signs 
of improvement in this respect. 

Beer was imported during the year to the amount of 46,8S4 Bw. 
dozen valued at 9,762/., as compared with 35,935 dozen valued at 
7,360/. imported in 1897, showing an increase of 10,949 dozen in 
quantity, aiid 2,402/. in value. As in the previous year’s report 
these figures represent almost exclusively beer of German brew, 
but whereas in 1897 this beer had practically the market to itself, 
owing to certain disadvantages such as higher price, non-suita¬ 
bility to climate, &c.,under which the Japanese beers laboured, it un¬ 
expectedly hi 1898 met with formidable competition from the latter 
to such an extent in fact that towards the close of the year little or 
no German beer could be sold, while the Japanese beers, especially 
the “ Ebisu ” beer brewed in Tokio and the “ Asahi ” beer brewed 
near Osaka had firmly established themselves throughout, I am 
(468) 
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informed, the whole of the island. Large stocks of German beer 
were, consequently, left on the hands of importers. 

I have not been able io get statistics of the quantity of beer 
imported from Japan owing to the fact that goods of Japanese 
origin, imported into Formosa direct from Japan, do not figure in 
the customs returns from which the tables appended to this report 
have been compiled, but towards the close of the year the quantity 
must have been pretty considerable. 

The import and sale of Japanese beer in Tainan is entirely in 
the hands of Japanese merchants. 

It was stated in the report on the trade of this district for 1897 
that Anglo-Swiss and American condensed milks had been almost 
entirely supplanted in this market by the German article, owing 
to the lower price at which the latter could be sold. This was 
correct at the time when the report was written and there was no 
reason, so long as the German milk remained of the same good 
quality as the first consignments and still undersold the other 
brands, why it should not have monopolised the market here. It 
failed, however, to keep up the required quality. On the con¬ 
trary, it quickly deteriorated until, towards the end of the year 
under review, some consignments which arrived were so bad as, in 
the opinion of competent surveyors, to be practically worthless. 
It has consequently lost its position in the local market, and the 
Anglo-Swiss anu American condensed milks are re-established. 
The trade is at present small but is likely to increase. 

In spite of a considerable decline in the export of camphor, 
the export trade during 1898 shows a large increase of 81,8737, or 
nearly 25 per cent., as compared with that of the previous year. 
As explained at the beginning of this report, the increase was due 
to exceptionally large shipments of sugar and rice to China, and 
of sugar to Japan. 

The export of camphor from this port shows a still further 
decline, and during 1898 reached the insignificant figures of 
1,143 cwts. in quantity and 5,017/. in value. 

As in the previous year, business between this port and the 
camphor-producing districts, Hunlin and Chip-Chip (Unrin and 
Shu Shu), was carried on under very great difficulties owing to 
the presence on the roads and in the country districts of bands of 
armed rubbers, and the consequent danger of sending into the 
country either money for the payment of the camphor tax or 
goods and money as advances to the camphor producers. Ilobberics 
on the road were of almost daily occurrence, while it by no means 
infrequently happened that the unfortunate victims had not 
only their money and goods taken from them, but were them¬ 
selves carried away into the hills by the brigands and held for 
ransom. 

Under the circumstances it is not surprising that such a small 
quantity of camphor was brought down from the interior to be 
exported from this port during 1898. 

The occupation of the island by the Japanese has considerably 
interfered with the prospects which the foreign merchants in 
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South Formosa had of developing a large and lucrative camphor 
export trade. The rapid increase which occurred in the business 
up to the time of that occupation in the summer of 1895, and the 
still more rapid decline which haB subsequently taken place is 
shown by the following table, which gives the number of boxes of 
camphor exported from this port since 1891, the year when the 
monopoly system which had been maintained by the Governor of 
the island, Liu-Ming-chnan, was, under instructions from the 
Tsu ng-1 i-Ya men, abandoned. 


Yci.r. 

Number of Boxes 
Exported. 

1891 . 

2,120 

1892 . 

4,315 

1893 .. . 

6,691 

1894 . 

12,157 

1895 . 

10,145 

1896 . 

8,001 

1897 . 

8,057 

1898 . 

987 


Note.— 1 box contains about 1 picul (1331 lbe.) of camphor. 


The Japanese Government in 1896 agreed to allow the cam¬ 
phor business to be carried on by foreigners, under the same con¬ 
ditions as before the occupation of the island, until the expiration 
of the present treaties between Japan and other countries, but 
when the new treaties come into force in July of this year (1899) 
it is pretty generally understood, though nothing has been as yet 
officially made known here, that the Government intend to make 
the camphor-producing industry in Formosa a Government 
monopoly. It is not at present known under what system this 
monopoly will be established or what arrangement the Govern¬ 
ment will make for placing the camphor on the market A sum, 
however, of 1,681,484 yen (172,084/.) has already been voted by 
the Imperial Diet as an appropriation for the establishment and 
working expenses, &c., of the monopoly. 

The amount of sugar exported from Tainan during 1898 shows 
a considerable increase as compared with the amount exported 
during the previous year, the increase being in the case of brown 
sugar 6,907 cwts. in quantity and 56,056/. in value, and in the 
case of white sugar 15,566 cwts. in quautity and 14,313/. in value. 
The figures given in the return of exports (Table No. 2) appended 
to this report include, as in the case of the returns for the two 
previous years, sugar exported to Japan as well as that exported 
to foreign countries. A considerable portion of the export trade 
to Japan, however, is in the hands of foreign merchants at this 
port, and nearly the whole of the sugar that went to Japan in 1898 
was carried in British vessels. 

The export of sugar to China (chiefly to Ningpo and Tientsin) 
is exclusively in the hands of Cbiuese merchants, the powerful 


Propot ed 

Government 

monopoly. 


Sugar. 
Increase in 
export in 

1898. 


Sugar 

exported to 
Japan 
included in 
return. 


Sugar 
exported to 
China in 
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hands of 
Ch ; nese 
merchants. 
New feature 
in the trade. 


Guilds in the North of China effectually preventing any competi¬ 
tion on the part of foreign merchants. 

A new feature, however, in the trade is that, whereas formerly 
all the sugar from South Formosa to the North of China was 
shipped in junks, a considerable portion of the amount exported 
is now, in spite of comparatively higlt freights, taken over by 
steamers. With reduced freights, there would seem to be no 
reason why the whole crop destined for China (iwliich last year 
amounted to over 330,000 piculs*) should not be shipped in 
steamers. A considerable saving in time would certainly be 
effected and the cargoes would be afforded better protection 
agaiiist sea-damager during the voyage. 

The following table gives the amount of sugar exported from 
this port to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong respectively 
during 189S:— 


Kind of Sugar. 

Japan. j China and Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value, y * 

Quantity. 

j Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

flrown sugar 

White „ 

Total ... 

Cwts. 

392.229 

3,160 

£ Cwt s. 

144,108 » 307,656 

‘ 2,222 ! 94,938 

i 

i ' £■ 

1 119,894 

57,895 

Cwta. 

694,885 

98,098 

£ 

264,002 

60,117 

395,389 

146,330 

1 

397,594 

i 177,789 

792,983 

324,119 


Vear’n crop 
and prices 


Demand in 
Japan for 
superior 
Tainan brown 
sugar. 

Competition 
with Manila 
mgar. 


Effect of 
Japanese 
demand on 
shipment* to 
North China. 

Rice. 

Export to 
China. 


Export to 
Japan. 


The sugar crop for the year was above the average both as 
regards quantity and quality. The market opened early in 
February at 3 dol. 30 c. per picul (5s. 8 d. per cwt.) for the 
ordinary grade of Takow sugar (brown) but gradually improved 
owing to a good demand in Japan, and purchases in June were 
made as high as 4 dol. 20 c. per picul (7s. 2\d. per cwt.). As in the 
previous year Tainan brown sugars of superior quality foutid 
ready buyers in Japan, and the export again shows a considerable 
increase. The troubles in the Philippines restricted the export 
of sugar from those islands during the year, and doubtless 
materially assisted the position of Formosan sugars in Japan, but 
now that the superior grades of Tainan brown, sugars have estab¬ 
lished themselves on the Yokohama market it is not unlikely that 
they will be shipped largely in the future in competition with 
Manila sugar. 

The demand in Japan for Tainan brown sugars of superior 
quality considerably enhanced the price of these sugars. The 
high cost told against exporters to the Northern Chinese ports, 
and shipments, particularly to Tientsin, left little or no profit. 

The export of rice to China during 1898 shows a large increase 
as compared with that for the previous year, the figures being 
5,723 tons valued at 34,483/. in 1898, and 5,652 tons valued at 
24,008/. in 1897. The trade is entirely in the hands of native 
(Chinese) merchants and is carried on almost exclusively in junks. 

In addition to the rice sent to the mainland and to Hong-Kong 

* 1 picul = 133i lbs. 
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a considerable quantity was shipped to Japan where, owing to the 
great scarcity of the home grain, there was a huge demand for 
Formosan and other rice during the first half of the year under 
review. I have been unable to obtain information as to amount 
of rice which was shipped in Japanese steamers to Japan owing 
to the fact that no statistics of cargoes by Japanese steamers are 
kept by the customs, but the rice which went forward in foreign 
vessels amounted to 3,436 tons valued at 23,087/. 

First shipments to Kobe and Yokohama proved highly re¬ 
munerative to exporters, but subsequent ventures were less 
successful in consequence of the large import of Saigon and 
Bangkok rice into Japan. At the close of the year such heavy 
stocks had accumulated that a general collapse took place, and 
several cargoes of Formosan grain had to be sold at a great 
sacrifice. 


The following comparative table shows the amount of rice Comparative 
exported from Tainan to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong 
respectively during the years 1898-97:— rice exported 

to Japan and 
to China, &e. 


Country. 

1898. 

1897. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Japan •• •• •* 

China and Hong-Kong.. 

Tons. 

3,436 

6.7Z3 

£ 

23,087 

34,482 

Tons. 

1,408 

5,652 

£ 

8,585 

24,008 

Total .. 

9,159 

57,569 

,_ 

7,060 

32,593 


As mentioned previously, the amount of rice exported from 
this port to Japan in Japanese vessels is not included in the 
above return. 

The export of dried lungans in 1808 shows a considerable Other export*, 
fallmg-oft’ as compared with the export during the previous year, 
owing to a shortage in the South Formosan crops. Hemp, turmeric, 
oil-cakes, and sesamum seed all show an increase, both in the 
quantity and in the value of the amount exported. 

Hemp, or more strictly^ speaking the China grass plant Hemp. 
(Boehmeria nivea) is largely exported to the mainland (chieHy to 
Swatow) for the purpose of being manufactured into cloth which 
is then re-imported into Formosa, the natives of the island not 
being sufficiently enterprising, or perhaps being too indifferent or 
lazy, to manufacture it for themselves. The plant is extensively 
cultivated on the western side of the island from Kagi southward, 
and the crop is pulled towards the end of August or early in 
September. The fibres are divided into three classes, the outer 
skin or inferior fibre from which rope is made, the middle fibre 
from which a coarse and inferior kind of cloth is manufactured, 
and the inner pith which is used for the manufacture of Chinese 
linen. 
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Shipping. 

Foreign-going 

ships. 

Decrease in 
number of 
British tliips 
and increase 
in that of 
German 
\ easels. 

How 

accounted for. 


Junks. 


Japanese 

coast 

steamer*. 


The returns of vessels entered from foreign countries during 1898 
show, when compared with the figures for the preceding year, a 
decrease of one vessel as regards numbers and an increase of 2,395 
tons in tonnage. 

British shipping decreased to the extent of 14 ships and 13,873 
tons, while German shipping shows an increase of 12 ships and 
17,251 tons. This decrease in British and increase in German 
shipping was due, however, entirely to the fact that the Douglas 
company’s steamer " Tlmles,” which had for years past carried on 
the tri-monthly service between Hong-Kong and Anping via 
Swatow and Amoy, had to be taken off the run in consequence cf the 
loss of the “ Nainoa ” one of the company’s vessels ou the Hong- 
Kong-Foochow line, and was replaced on the South Formosa service 
by the “Nanyang,” a German steamer chartered for the purpose 
by the Douglas Company. This steamer ran regularly throughout 
the year from January to December with the exception of a period 
of three months in the summer, when Bhe was replaced by the 
ss. “ Kong Beng ” of the Scottish Oriental Company, likewise 
chartered by the Douglas Company. The “ Nanyang ” made 
20 round trips during the year, and this fact, together with the fact 
that under ordinary circumstances a British steamer would have 
been running in her place, fully accounts for the increase in 
German and the decrease in British shipping in 1898. 

Of British vessels which entered and cleared from this port 
during the year under review, 36 vessels, with a tonnage of 36,410 
tons, belonged to the China Navigation Company, and two vessels, 
with a tonnage orf 1,970 tons, to the Indo-China Steam Navigation 
Company. Four Japanese steamers of 3,960 tons and six American 
sailing vessels of 2,802 tons entered the port from foreign countries 
during the year. 

Japanese (native) junks to the number of 225 with a tonnage 
of 5,869 tons, and Chinese junks to the number of 194 with a 
tonnage of 5,547 tons were entered at the custom-house during 
the year 1898, as against 159 native junks of 3,468 tons and 306 
Chinese junks of 7,662 tons entered during 1897. A very 
extensive trade is at present carried on in junks between the west 
coast of Formosa and the mainland of China, but, as mentioned 
previously in this report, it is more than likely that a considerable 
portion of the Formosan produce now carried over to China, and 
of the large miscellaneous cargoes brought back from that country 
in junks would be shipped by steamers should freights by the 
latter become more favourable than they are at. present. 

In addition to the foreign-going shipping, statistics of which 
are given in Table No. 3 appended to this report, 199 Japanese 
steamers, representing a tonnage of 200,367 tons, entered this port 
during the year under review, as against 170 steamers, of 199,660 
tons, which entered during 1897. All these steamers came from 
the coast ports either of Japan or of Formosa. The Osaka Shosen 
Kwaisha (Osaka Steamship Company) kept up a regular service of 
steamers round the island throughout the year as well as a tri-monthly 
service between Kelung and Takow, the steamers calling at Makung 
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(Mukyu) iu the lYsc;ulorea aiul at Anping, both on the way down 

from Kelung and on the return journey. 

Shipping, however, was much interfered with during the 'Waiter 

summer months by the exceptionally bad weather and the a,,ri "S 

frequency of heavy bars which prevented,-so long as they lasted, "^ricre.I 

any communication by boat with the shore, as several of these with si,i|.|.iiig 

bars lasted longer than a fortnight each considerable inconvenience tutiiuai. 

was experienced both ashore and atioat. 

The population (Japanese and native) of this district at the end Population, 

of 1808 was as follows: — Jil l UIIC.-C tllld 

natives. 



Number of Inhabitants. 

Japanese. Natives. 

Total. 

1 

Mala 

Female. 

Mule. 

1 

| Female. 

City of Tainan 

1,628 

876 

26,822 

! 19,665 

47,991 

Anping 

119 

13 

2,336 

1,903 

4,371 

Takow 

228 

80 

1,-01 

1,603 

3,702 

Total 

1,975 

969 

29,949 

i 23,171 

I- 

66,064 


Note. —The above figures do not include the Japanese garrison. 


The Chinese residents at the close of the year numbered 328, Foreign 
and the other foreigners 47, including 36 British, eight Spanish, rc8ldcDt8> 
and three German subjects. 

There are at present four Britisli firms established in this dis- Foreign firms, 
tvict. Both the German firms referred to in the report on the 
trade of this port for 1897 closed their business here during the 
year under review. 

’ The year’s trade was, on the whole, satisfactory, and, so far as ocrcr l 
the British merchants of Tainan were concerned, proved by no remarks, 
means unprofitable. Jn spite of the enormous decline in the Xtyw™ 11 . 0 
export of camphor from South Formosa, to which reference lias Ba l3a ''- or '- 
already been made, the year’s exports show a decided increase, 
and prices realised generally left a considerable margin of profit 
for the exporter. 

The year was certainly the most satisfactory one us regards the Dis uri<c«i 
export trade experienced by British merchants in South Formosa 8ta,c u,e 
since the occupation of the island by the Japanese ; this, too, in during*the 
spite of the disturbed state of the country and the consequent y ar. 
difficulties encountered in communicating not only with the 
interior but even with villages iu the immediate vicinity of Tainan 
and the ports Anping and Takow. “ Toa-hui ” or brigands carried 
on their nefarious practices almost under the walls of the city of 
Tainun, while throughout the greater part of the year the road 
between that place and Takow, previously one of the safest in 
the island, was well-nigh impassable. The miles of road be- 
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tween Anping ami Tainan even could scarcely be considered 
absolutely safe, especially towards the close of the year. 

A punitive expedition was, however, organised at the lie- 
ginning of November with the object, if possible, of stamping out 
brigandage in the southern portion of the island, and, although 
this object was not immediately achieved, a salutary effect was 
undoubtedly produced. Many of the brigand chiefs with their 
followers have since given in their submission to the authorities, 
and the country is now (April, 1899), comparatively speaking, 
ijiiiet. 

From July 1 a parcel post was established lietween this port 
and Hong-Kong (including the British post-offices at the treaty 
ports in China), Macao, Malacca, Singapore, Canada, Germany, and 
Great Britain. 

The rate to Great Britain is :— 




Amount. 



j Currency. 

Sterling. 



| Yen sen 

x . d. 

For parcel b up to 

3 lbs. iii weigh) .. 

.J 0 88 

\ 9j 

>* 

7 U)S. „ .. 

1 68 

3 5± 

ii 

11 lbB. 

2 48 ' 

6 0} 



_a- 



The maximum weight carried is 11 lbs., and the maximum 
measurement is 2 feet in length and 6 feet in girth and length 
combined. 

A new system of taxation came into force on October 1, the 
natives of South Formosa having up to that date paid no taxes, 
except those on land and on the production of camphor and sugar, 
since the occupation of the island by the Japanese in 1895. The 
new taxes include a supplementary (land) tax, a house tax, jbusi- 
ness tax, and miscellaneous taxes. A list of the taxes now levied 
in this district from April 1,1899, is given in Table IV appended 
to this report. 

The Decauville tram referred to in the report on the trade of 
this district for 1895 has now been completed as far north as 
Shinchik'u, the southern terminus of the existing railway, and 
about 150 miles north of Tainan. 

The construction of a railway through the island is, at last, 
after many delays, to be commenced. A sum of 28,800,000 yen 
<2, 947,500/.), estimated as required for the purpose, has been voted 
by the Imperial Diet, and the work at this end of the line is t*> 
be begun at once (April, 1899). Takow is to be the southern 
terminus of the main line, and it is intended to construct a 
branch line from Tainan to Anping. 

There was a slight epidemic of bubonic plague in Tainan 
lasting from the middle of May to the end of July. Accord¬ 
ing to official returns 98 cases occurred, of which 57 terminated 
fatally. 
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Apart from this, the general health of the port throughout the 
year was good. 

The figures given in Tables 1 and 11 appended to this report 
are based on the returns of the Imperial Japanese Customs, and I 
am indebted to the customs authorities at this port for kindly 
placing these statistics at my disposal. I am also indebted to 
Mr. A. W. Bain of this port for much information concerning its 
export trade during the past year. 


Table I.— Ketorn of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Years 1898-97. 


Articles. 


Foreign goods— 




Cotton goods— 




Grey shirt!age ... 

• • • 

... 

Yards 

White shirtings... 


... 

»* 

T-cloths .. 

• • • 

*•* 

it 

Miscellaneous ... 
Woollen goods — 

• M 

... 

•es 

Camlets, English 

Las tings, plain ... 

set 

... 

Yards 

•ee 

... 

it 

Spanish stripes... 

# •• 

... 

i» 

Miscellaneous 
Blankets. 

•♦e 

ess 

... 

Lb.."' 

Metals, miscellaneous 
Kerosene— 


... 

... 

American 

»•* 

... 

Gallons 

Hussian ... * ... 

see 

... 

t» 

8 u mat ran 

sst 


99 

Ginseng ... ... 

* • . 

... 

Cwu. 

Hour . 

. . • 

... 

n 

Matches . 

see 

... 

Gross 

Beer ... ... ... 

•ee 

... 

Dozen 

Condensed milk ... 

see 

*** 

ft 

Sundries . 

Chinese produce— 

• *• 



Bags, hemp 

•ee 

... 

Number 

Hats for packing 


... 

ii 

Oil cakes . 



Cwi!*. 

Joss-sticks 

Tobacco, prepared 

• •• 


ii 

ti 

Wood poles 

see 

... 


Bilk piece-goods 

eee 


Pieces 

Cotton piece-goods 

Silk and cotton mixtures 

... 

... 

f » 

• ee 

Linen and cotton mixtures 


#ll 

Grass cloths 

Cotton, raw 

••• 

... 

Cwts. 


Paper. 

Chinese liquor. 

Porcelain and earthenware .... 
Sundries.' 

Total .. ...■ 

Re-imports 

I 

Grand total 


1898. 


1897. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity 


. | Value. 
_ 


800,870 8,248 

614,828 6,692 

71,740 468 

| 4,062 

167,789 ‘ 4,801 

49,020 1,803 

1,297 1 90 

1 986 

*,683 678 

4,487 


716,144 

1 6,699 

461,700 

6,579 

140,490 

974 

eee 

4,089 

148,080 

3,875 

62,200 

2,882 

868 

66 

• ee 

I.GC4 

16,244 

1,017 

i 

8,683 


...1 644,686 

10,270 

362,810 

600 

14 

10,620 

349,420 

6,842 

410,036 

..., 51 

2,001 

62 

... 18,249 

8,899 

11,886 

... 168,766 

7,630 

102,790 

... 46,884 

9,762 

35,936 

...! 6,469 

1,607 

6,586 

... 

31,296 

... 

... 930,215 

6,818 

608,696 

... 1,163,410 

4,846 

1,212,405 

...' 3,015 

489 

5,240 

4,813 

2,979 

6,849 

...| 19,662 

58,149 

13,126 

i ... 

13.2*8 

... 

12,444 

10,089 

8,262 

...' 1,362,136 

63,114 

I,t02,674 

• •• 

352 

#M 

i 

6,047 

eee 


6,804 

•ee 

£689 

4,356 

2,388 

• •• 

17,264 

• ee 


2,889 

• •• 


3,609 


| 

66,997 

eee 

t 

| 

369,606 

... 

eee 

! - 

369,606 

... 


7,649 

246 

9,02.1 

2,311 

6,067 

4,644 

7,860 

1,890 

28,023 


3,740 

4,446 

847 

2 , 70 * 

83, tai 
7,648 
6,801 
41,747 
118 
3,678 
2,484 
8,941 
14,808 
2,498 
2,946 
67,746 


278,666 

660 

279,186 


Trade 
statistics: 
how acquired. 
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Table II.— Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
during the Years 1898-97. 


Articles. 



1898. 

HOT. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 







£ 


4 

Bamboo shoots 



Cwts. 

... 

6D2 

701 

1,630 

1,366 

Camphor ... 



»» 

... 

1,143 

6,017 

3,946 

12,625 

llcmp . 


... 



6,6114 

9,761 

4,673 

8,094 

Lunuan pulp 



tt 


7,401 

7,690 

4,681 

4,327 

Lungans, dried 





3.238 

1,248 

12,762 

6.488 

Sugar, brown 





694,886 

264,002 

687,978 

207,946 

,, white 





98,098 

60,117 

82,632 

45,804 

Turmeric . 



„ 


24,788 

8,600 

19,133 

6,367 

Oil cakes . 





37,689 

4,464 

37,022 

3,610 

Sesamum seed 





17,060 

6,366 

18,110 

6.996 

Rice ... . 



Tons 


6,723 

34,483 

6,652 

24 008 

Pineapple flbie« ... 



Cwta. 


699 

1,428 

738 

1,437 

Keans, pe;is, and pulse 





16,443 

6,042 

4,486 

1,020 

Miscellaneous 






6,266 

... 

6,121 

Total 






414,063 

... 

331.998 

Re-expoits. 



M. 



958 

... 

1,160 

Grand total 

... 

... 



... 

416,021 | 

333,149 


Table III.— Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan 
during the Year 1898. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number of 
Vessels, j 

Tens. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 

6 

3,167 



61 

48,460 

German . 

1 2 

894 



26 

26,008 

Japanese. 


... 



4 

3,960 

American. 

, C 

2,802 


■ 

6 

2,802 

Total . 

! 13 

C.8C3 

74 

73,367 

87 

80,230 

,, for the year 




1 



preceding 

! IG 

6,650 

72 

71,816 

88 

77,836 

Junks, Japanese ... 

£25 

6,869 

... 


225 

5,869 

,, Chinese ... 

194 

6,647 



194 

5,647 

Grand total 

432 

18,279 

74 

j 73,367 

606 

91,646 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Nationality. , 



Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 

4 

2,710 

45 

44,406 

49 

47,116 

German . 

2 

894 

25 

24,001 

27 

24,896 

Japanese. 

... 

... 

3 

3,895 

3 

3,895 

American. 

6 

2,862 

... 

• •• 

a 

2,862 

Total 

12 

6,465 

73 

72,302 

85 

78,766 

„ for the year 
preceding 

15 

5,300 

73 

74,862 

88 

79,062 

Junks, Japanese ... 

237 

6,491 



237 

0,491 

„ Chinese ... 

163 

6,113 


... 

163 

6,113 

Grand total 

412 

18,070 

73 

72,302 

485 

90,372 
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Table IV.— List of Taxes Levied in Tainan District on 

April 1, 1899. 


Tax. 


Amount. 


Supplementary tax (land) 
Houfe lax 


i 

i 


Business tax— 

Sale of goods (wholesale and 
retail) 

Ranking . 

Insurance . 

Money lending 
Godown business 
Canal business 

Photography. 

Printing . 

Transport business .. 
Contracts for worlds and build 
ings or labour 
Lodging houses .. 
Restaurants .. 

Hotels.. .. 


Jrds of the land tax (annual tax) 

15 per cent, a year on rent in Tainan, Huzan, 
Kagi, Kcsbun, Anping, and Takow. Ollier 
districts are divided into three classes, and a 
fixed sum of H yen, 1 yen or 70 sen a year is 
payable on each house according to the clari¬ 
fication of the district in which the house is 
situated 

From 30 sen to 1,500 yen a year, according to 
assessment of the business 

ToVijtk on capi al, and 4 per cent, on rent of 
building (annual tax) 

T Jg 5 th on annual income 

3 per cent, on annual income 

T-Vfft-h cn annual income 

TnVolh on umount of contract 

From 2 to 300 yen a year, according to assess¬ 
ment 

From 2 to 200 yen a year, according to assess¬ 
ment 


Lawyers . 

Brokers 
Middlemen ,, 

Public enquiry business 
Miscellaneous taxes on— 

Bath-houses. 

Artizans 

Hunters (professional) 

„ (sporting) .. 

Hair cutting and hair dres¬ 
sing business 
Shaving business 


Public performers (such ns 
acrobats, jugglers, &c ) 

A dots . 

Geisha* . 

Prostitutes. 

Waitresses. 

Markets 

Kogyo and yosef 
Places of amusement 

Ships, steam. 

,» sailing. 

Junks .. •• 

Bamboo rafts. 


^•5 per cent, on fees 


7 and 10 yen a year, according so size 

50 sen to 5 yen & year, according to classification 

2 yen for the season 

5 yen ,, „ 

1 yen a month ; 50 sen a month extra for each 
employ** 

40 sen a month ; 20 sen a month extra for each 
employe. (Itinerant barbers pay only half the 
above taxes) 

1st class, 2 yen a year; 2nd class, 1 yen a year 

1st class, 3 yen ; 2nd class, 2 yen ; and 3rd class, 
1 yen a year 

1st clasp, 6 yen a month; 2nd class, 8 yen a 
month 

3 yen a month 

1 yen 50 sen a month 

Periodical, 3 to 30 yen a month. Occasional, 
1 to 5 yen a day 

1 yen a day 

2 yen a month 

30 yen a year on every 100 tons 

10 yen „ „ „ 

80 sen to 4 yen a year, according to size 

40 sen to 2 yen „ „ 


* GeLha: singing and dancing girls. 

t KogyO: getting up public entertainments. Yose: a house where public 
entertainments, such as story-telling, jugglery, music, &c., are given. 
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List of Taxes Levied in Tainan District on April l, 1899— 

continued. 


Tax. 

Amount* 

Vehicles (horse carriage) 

.. With 2 lion es or more, 4 yen a year; 1 hone, 
3 yen a year 

„ (jinrikiaha).. 

.. 2 yen a year' 

„ (buffalo carts) 

. 2 yen „ 

„ (goods wagon) 

L yen „ 

Kago (chairs) . * 

.. 2 yen „ 

.. 15 sen a head for goats ; 30 sen for pigs; 1 yen 

50 sen for oxen 

Butchers 

Fishermen 

•. 50 sen a year for each man 


Note.— 1 yen ~ 2*. x \d. 100 sen = 1 yen. 
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No. 2544. Annual Series. 

Reference to preview Report, Annual Senes No. 2341. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan {South 
Formosa) for the Year 1899 

By Mu. Consul Kenny. 

(Kcc-eivcd at Foreign Office, November 8, 1900.) 


Owing to full returns of the foreign trade of this district 
not being available, and to the absence of customs statistics 
showing the import and export trade with Japan during the past 
year, the tables attached to this report ure necessarily somewhat 
incomplete as a record of the total trade of the district. The 
customs authorities, however, have courteously supplied all the 
information in their possession, and an approximate return of the 
export of sugar to Japan obtained from the shipping offices has 
been included in the Tables, which may, therefore, be regarded as 
sufficiently accurate for purposes of comparison with the tables 
of the preceding year. 

The total foreign trade during 1899 amounted to 742,940/., Total 
being a decrease of 40,729/. from that of the previous year. The 
decrease was in imports only, the exports showing a slight increase, 

The following table shows the figures for the two years :-r- 



i 


Value. 




1899. 

1898. 

1 

Increase or 
Decrease. 

Lnp3iU 

Exports 

i 

i 

•*i 

• i « • ■ 

! £ 
819,808 

423,132 

4“ co 
o 

CD 

£ 

- 49,798 
+ 9,069 

Total 

* * * • 

742,910 

1 

1 783,669 

t * 

- 40,729 


The decrease in imports from abroad is due solely to the new Deere*** in 
and higher tariff applied to Formosa on January 1, 1899, under import 8 * 
which such articles as tobacco, beer, hemp bags, silk piece-goods, 
and matches are beiug gradually supplanted by the duty-free 
Japanese products. The sales of these articles during the year 
were‘largely from stocks accumulated before the introduction of 
the tariff. 

(094) A 2 
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TAIWAN*. 


Im erea»« in The slight increase in imports is attributable to the fact that 
> *port*. the natives are applying themselves more and more to the raising 
of rice, lungnns, and other paying crops, to the neglect of sugar 
production, which is comparatively hampered by excessive taxation 
and stringent regulations. 

The following comparative table shows the fluctuations in the 
staple foreign imports and exports of this district since 1894. 
The returns for 1895 are omitted, as the values for that year are 
not obtainable:— 


I 

Value. 



1S94. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Imposts. 






Opium •• , .. 

199,212 

65,424 


• • 

• # 

Kerosene oil ,. 

. 

15,043 

12,833 

16818 

17,126 

29,787 

Expobts. 






Camphor 

43,979 

44,888 

12,525 

5,017 

2,979 

(13,971 cwU.) 

(8,007 nwU.) 

(3,946 cwts.) 

(1,143 owts.) 

(856 owl..) 

Sugar .. •. 

816,328 

252,765 

253,750 

324,119 

305,403 

Total •. 

574,562 

875,930 

283,093 

346,262 

338,169 


These figures show a decrease of nearly 2,000,000 dol. in the 
foreign trade of this district daring the year following the 
Japanese occupation of the island, and a decrease of nearly 
2,500,000 dol during 1899 as compared with 1894. 

Opium. Opium, as appeal’s by the above table, has ceased to be imported 

into this district since 1897, when the Formosan Govemment- 
. General established a monopoly, and started au opium factory in 
the north of the island. Up to that year the import of opium, so 
far as the open porta of this district are concerned, was altogether 
in the hands of foreign (British and German) merchants, and 
formed one of their largest sources of revenue. Since then the 
import of opium into the southern open ports has been Btrictly 
prohibited, and has been confined to the northern open ports only, 
and the import, for the whole island has been placed in the hands 
of an outside foreign firm. Beyond receiving a fair price, as men¬ 
tioned in the Report for 1896, for the surplus stocks oh hand at 
the time of the establishment of the monopoly, the foreign 
merchants here have not participated in any of the profits on the 
import or sale of the drug since 1897. 

The total opium monopoly receipts for the year 1900 are esti¬ 
mated at 3,954,652 yen, and the expenditure at 2,931,126 yen, 
showing an estimated revenue to the Government^General of over 
1,000,000 yen. This estimate will probably be exceeded, as tin* 
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^? 1U ion 1 ft tU i rn8 for . the finaQ cial year, from April 1, 1899, to March 

owr 1 iPnnnn ° piUm ? C f ipts at 4 - 219 - 605 and a net profit of 
ei 1,160,000 >en, and the number of licensed opium smokers is 
on tne increase. 


„ of licensed opium smokers in this district at the Number of 

end of 18J9 was 55,112, or 5 67 per cent, of the population, bein"°P ium 
an increase of 20,000 over the previous year. In Tainan city the 
percentage of licensed and secret smokers is stated to bo 22 25, a 
proportion which would about equal the total number of male 
adults m the city. There are no trustworty statistics ou this 
point, but the habit would appear to be spreading. One of the Kca«>n. 
reasons given lor the larger number of licensed smokers, as com¬ 
pared with previous years, is that many confirmed smokers who 
have hitherto smoked in secret are now compelled by the stricter 
surveillance over smokers and smuggling to take out a license and 
smoke official opium. 

Ihere was a large import of American kerosene oil during the Kerosene oil. 
year, and the low prices at which importers were authorised to Import, 
sell enabled the natives to purchase freely. Towards the end of 
the year rates advanced in sympathy with the producing markets, 
and sales consequently became restricted. The common native 
oil is now very little used, being unable tb compete with the 
refined product, and Bussian and Sumatran oil have entirely 
disappeared from the market. 

As the table which I have given shows, the export of camphor C«mp’jor 
from this district rapidly decreased after the Japanese occupation ex P° rt * 
of the island, and it ceased entirely from June 22 last year, when the Decr *“ e " 
Formosan Government-General issued an ordinance establishing a Monopol -. 
camphor and camphor oil monopoly. Up to that date, 855 cwts., 
valued at 2,979/., were exported from this district by Chinese and 
Japanese, who, it is presumed, must have purchased the camphor 
from stills erected by foreign capital up country, or from Chinese 
to whom foreigners had already advanced mouey for the manu¬ 
facture and purchase of camphor. There were no deliveries during 
the year to foreign merchants, who thus for the first time had no 
share in a business originated and entirely developed in South 
Formosa by themselves. 

The reason of tins apparent apathy on the part of foreigners 
is that they had already invested large sums iu camphor for 
which no return had been made, and that it had become too risky 
to advance or invest further capital in the business owing to 
various causes mentioned in previous reports, of which the 
persistent interference and obstruction of local officials was the 
principal. 

All the camphor produced iu the island during the remainder 
of the year, from June 22 to December 31, was purchased by the 
Government-General, under the Camphor Monopoly Begulations, 
at the prices stated below; but none was exported until after 
March 24, this year (1900), when the monopoly of the export of 
camphor from the island was disposed of by tender to the foreign 
firm which had already obtained the monopoly of the import of 
(694) 
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forest®. 


6 TAINAN. 

opium. The total amount of crude camphor produced in the 
isiand and purchased by the Government, from June 22 to 
December 31, was about 10,000 piculs (LI,900 cwts.), and the 
prices paid to the camphor workers in the various districts were, 
as follows:— 


District. 


TaihoVu Camphor Office 
Shicohiku „ 

Byoritsu „ 

Taichfl „ 

Kinkipo „ 

Kato „ 



Per Picul. 


• 

1st Class. 

2nd Class. 

8rd Class. 


Yen sen. 

Yen sen 

Yen sen 

• • 

30 0 

27 0 

24 30 

• • 

29 0 

26 10 

23 50 

• • 

27 50 

• 24 80 

22 30 


26 0 

23 40 

21 10 

• • 

22 0 

19 80 

17 80 

• • 

27 50 

24 80 

22 30 


or an average of 24 yen 40 sen per picul (133£ lbs.). 

These prices do not include cost of transport to the camphor 
factory at Taihokn, where the crude camphor is put through a 
cleansing and pressing process, and sold to the purchaser of the 
monopoly at an average of 90 yen per .picul. Allowing for cost 
of transport tho difference between buying and selling price is 
about 60 yen per picul. The Government-General estimates its 
camphor monopoly receipts during this year (1900) on the basis 
of a yield of between 30,000 and 50,000 piculs, at 3,455,035 yen, 
and its expenses in connection with the purchase, transport, and 
manufacture of camphor, at 2,127,612 yen; thus showing an 
estimated profit of 1.327,423 yen. In addition, th? Government- 
General reserves to itself the right of disposing of up to 
5,000 piculs of camphor, at the same price as that paid by the 
purchasers of the monopoly, to buyers in Japan, for use in the 
country, and has also sold the monopoly of the camphor oil 
production of Formosa to a Japanese in the main island. 

The production of camphor oil during the half-year is estimated 
at the maximum of 15,000 piculs, from which it is calculated that 
7,500 piculs of camphor can be obtained. The purchaser of this 
monopoly is reported to have sold the right of refining the camphor 
obtained from the oil to a Japanese dealer at Kobd, and to have 
given the agency for the sale of the camphor abroad to the Mitsui 
Bussan firm at that port. 

The camphor produced at Kiusiu in Japan proper, amounting 
to an average of about 6,000 piculs a year, is not included in the 
Formosan Government-General monopoly. 

Taking the mean production of Formosan camphor to he 
40,000 piculs a year—and it is doubtful whether the island will 
produce so much—there is still available for use in Japan or 
export abroad, independently of the monopoly, camphor to the 
extent of about 18,000 piculs a year. 

The camphor forests are situated in the territory of the 
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aborigines on the eastern side of the island, principally in the 
north-eastern and central districts, and are, practically, outside 
the control of the Government. Their area is vaguely computed 
at between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 acres, but this is merely Area, 
guess-work, as the country has never been surveyed, owing to 
difficulty of access and the hostility of the numerous tribes 
inhabiting it. The monopoly was established with the object 
of protecting the forests which, it was said, were being wantonly 
destroyed by wasteful cutting; but its effect will, probably, be to 
accelerate, their destruction. Steps, however, are being taken 
towards afforestation along the borders of the savage territory 
where the stills are situated. 

It is estimated that the foreign trade of this port suffers a 
loss, through the establishment of the opium and camphor 
monopolies, of over 3,000,000 dol. a year, taking the estimates 
for this year alone, and the foreign merchants are deprived of a 
profit of 20 per cent, on that amount. 

For the information of those at home interested in the camphor 
business, a translation of the Camphor Monopoly Tender Begula- 
tions, together w ; th some particulars of the contract between the 
Formosan Government-General and the purchasers of the monopoly 
are appended. 

The sugar season was a fairly good one, as although the sugar Sugar, 
production was much below the average, the prices obtained were 
unprecedentedly high. The reasons assigned for the decrease in 
production are, firstly, that owing to the occurrence of rain at 
transplanting time, and typhoons at a critical stage of the sugar’s 
growth, much of the cane was destroyed; and, secondly, that 
owing to heavy taxation of this industry, the natives find it more 
profitable to turn their attention to other industries, notably the 
cultivation of cereals. The large demand for coolies for the con¬ 
struction of the Government railway between Tainan and Takow 
may also account, to some extent, for the shortness of the crop. 

The total export of sugar amounted to 692,622 cwts., valued Total export. 
at 305,403/., being a decrease from the previous year of 100,361 
cwts. in quantity, and 18,716/. in value, of which 99,480 cwts. at 
15,625/. and 881 cwts. at 3,091/. represent the decreases in brown Decrease, 
and white sugar respectively. 

About half the sugar export trade to Japan passed through 
the hands of foreign merchants at this port, the remainder being 
in the hands of Chinese merchants. Freights to Japan during Freights, 
the year by foreign steamers averaged about 25 e. a bag; but 
during the present year, Japanese steamers have been enabled, by 
means of subsidies from the Formosan Government-General, to 
reduce freights to 17 c. a bag, and have thus succeeded in obtain¬ 
ing this carrying trade, foreign vessels not being able to compete 
at that rate. 

The export of sugar to North China (Ningpo and Tientsin) Export io 
is carried on, as in previous years, exclusively by Chinese mer- North China, 
chants, who combine with the sugar guilds in North China to shut 
out foreigners from the trade. The following,table gives approxi- Export to 

Japan, and 
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TAIN AX. 


to China and 
Hong-Kong. 


Compared 
with 1898. 


Increased 
exports of 
white and 
Tainan brown 
sugar to 
Japan. 

Causes. 


Prices. 

“ Ordinary ” 
brown. 


Superior 

brown. 


mately the amount of sugar exported from this port to Japau and 
to China and Hong-Kong respectively, dnring the year 1899 :— 


I 

Kind of Sugar. 

Japan. 

I China and Hong-Kong. j 

i • 1 

ToUl. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i 

| Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Brown sugar ... 
White „ 

C»tr. 
256,916 | 
27,95* 

£ 

110,930 

16,410 

Cats. 

j 329,4*9 
69,264 

* 

137,447 

40,610 

Cwts. 

595,405 

97,217 

£ 

249,377 

57,026 

Total . 

293,869 

127,310 

| 398,753 

178,063 

' 

692,622 

305,403 

Compared with the export during the year 
table shows increases and decreases as follows :— 

1898, the above 

Kind of Sugar. 

i v. Japan. 

1 

j China and Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quant i'y. 

Value. 

i • , 

1 Quantity. 

i 

Value, i 

| Quantity. 

! Value. 


Brown sugar 

W hlte ,, 

Cwts. 

- 126,313 
+ 24,793 , 

£ 

- 33,278 

,+ 14, loti 

Cwts. 

+ 26,433 

j- 25,674 

£ 

+ 17.R53 | 

- 17,279 

Carta. 

1- 99,480 

#81 

! * 

i- 15.625 

|- mi 

Increase or de¬ 
crease 

- 101,520 , 

, - 19.090 

t 

j+ 1,159 

+ 274 

i 

- 100,361 

i ! 

- »*,n« 


There was a marked increase in the export of white and the 
better grade of Tainan brown sugar to Japan during 1899, and 
the trade promises well for the future. In former years, 
“ ordinary ” Takow brown was almost the only kind exported to 
Japan, white and Tainan brown going to China and Hong-Kong; 
but of late years, owing to the acquisition of a more educated 
taste, there has been a continuously increasing demand in Japan, 
at higher prices, for the better grades of sugar. 

Another reason for the increase in the export of white sugar 
to Japan is that the export duty of 21 sen per picul was levied 
by the Formosan Government on sugar shipped from Formosa to 
foreign countries after July 17 last year. The export duty is 
remitted in the case of exports to Japan, and no import duty is 
levied on sugar imported from Formosa. A further stimulus to 
the trade with Japau is the reduced rates at which the subsidised 
Japanese Steamship Company offers to take freights. 

The market for Takow “ordinary” brown sugar opened at 
4 dol. 15 c. per picul, and rose to 4 dol. 45 c. in March, purchases 
towards the close of the season being made at 4 dol. 20 c. In 
former days it was quite a rare occurrence for merchants to pay 
more than 2 dol. 50 c. per picul; so that Formosan sugar may be 
said to have advanced at leaet 75 per cent, since the Japanese 
occupation. This rise in the cost of production is attributable 
largely to increased taxation. 

^ Prices for the superior grade of brown sugar opened at 
4 dol. 70 c. and rose to 5 dol. 15 c. at the height of the season, 
but declined to 4 dol. 25 c. towards the end. The quality of the 
sugar was somewhat better on the whole than that of the previous 
year. 
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The “ordinary” brown referred to above is being gradually «Tiongia,u.” 
supplanted by a higher grade known as “ Tiongtati,” which 
commands from 60 to 80 c. per picul more than the inferior 
sugar, and it seems quite probable that the common grade, so 
much in favour with the Japanese in former years, will soon be 
altogether abandoned. 

Tainan browns found ready buyers in Japan, and continue to Tainan 
grow in favour with the Yokohama and KoW markets. brjvrm. 

As a consequence of the increasing demand for superior grades iron 
of sugar, attention is being turned towards improving the very crusher*, 
primitive methods of crushing now employed, and turning out a 
cleaner and higher grade sugar. As a first step in this direction 
four iron mills (crushers) were introduced during the year to 
replace old stone crushers, but as the same motive power (bullocks) 
is used as before, this improvement is limited only to the extraction 
of a larger percentage of juice, and the quality of the sugar 
produced remains much the same. 

The next step will be the introduction of regular sugar mills, PmjecM 
and a Japanese joint stock company, composed of some capitalists » u ** r mil1 
in Japan, has already been projected and will probably start a C3ni P* '. T - 
3-roller mill in this district towards the end of the year. The 
proposed capital of the company is 500,000 yen, and it ha3 been 
promised an annual subsidy from the Formosan Government- 
General of up to 30,000 yen. The prospectus of this company, as 
translated from a Japanese newspaper, gives the estimated profits 
of the undertaking as follows:— 


Prospectus. Prjjpcctm. 

Installation Expenses. 


I 

Amount. 


Co*l of sugar mill and machinery 
Cost of buildings 
Purchase of land.. .. . • 

Cv st of transport of materials . • 


i Yen. 

' 313,000 
07,000 
1R,670 
43,330 


Total installation expenses 


500,000 
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Estimated Keoejits. 


Amount. 


Sale of 2,400 Ions of sugar, namely: — 

1,200 tons of No. 1 sugar at 112 *56 yen per ton .. 

360 „ No. 2 „ 100*80 

240 ,, No, 3 ,, 75 ‘60 ,, •« 

600 „ molasses at 25 *20 yen per ton 

204,624 

Subsidy from Formosan Government-General .. 30,000 

Total estimated receipts .. .. 234,624 


Yen. 

135,072 

36,288 

18,144 

15,120 


Estimated Expenses 


Amount. 


Price of 2,400 tons of cane at 4 03| yen per ton 
Sugar manufacture tax at 30 sen per 120 Japanese lbs. 
Manufacturing expenses for 120 days.. .. •. ..; 

Price of bags (20,700, holding 150* Japanese lbs. each at ‘ 

8 sen per bag).. .. .. .. .. .. 

Officers' salaries (600 yen a month) .. .. .. .. 1 

Travelling expenses to and from mill of:— 

23 mechanics and workmen e.t 100 yen .. = 2,300 yen \ 

13 officers at 160 yen,. .. .. = 1,960 yen J 

Telegrams and postage .. .. ., .. 

Other expenses .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ( 

Interest on 100,000 yen, borrowed for 4 months towards j 
above expenses, at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum .. j 


Yen. 
96.768 
9,677 *60 
10,902 


1,656 

7,200 

3.250 

500 

1,200 

3,333 33 


| 134,486*93 

Repayment of cost of machinery, buildings, and transport.. ! 40,910 

Office expenses .. .. .. ., .. ..i 500 

Gratuities «• .. .. .. .. .. ..j 3,500 

Total estimated expenses .. , • .. 1 179,396 ‘93 


Estimated I'eofit. 


Total revenue 
„ expenses ., 

Net profit,, 


Amount. 


Yon. 
234,624 
179,396 *93 


55,227 *07 


* A Japanese lb. equals about 1$ lbs. English, 
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Dividend. 


Amount. 


Yen. 

Reserve of profit held as required by law (5 per cent.) • • 2,762 

Dividend at the rate of 11* 045 per cent. 62,465 *93 


Total .. 65,227 *93 


There would seem to be openings for the investment of foreign Openings 
capital on a large scale in the sugar industry in South Formosa, ^pUaUmi 
and afterwards for the sale of sugar mills, centrifugals, crushers, .ale of sugar 
and sugar machinery generally. The one must necessarily precede machinery, 
the other, especially in the case of a country like this, where the 
natives are averse to taking new departures of themselves, and 
could not possibly be persuaded to buy expensive machinery, with 
the use of which they are altogether unacquainted. They will 
remain quite satisfied with their own antiquated crushing and 
boiling methods until an object lesson, constantly before their eyes, 
gradually convinces them of the comparative cheapness of the new 
machinery, and the better results obtained in quality and price of 
sugar. The introduction of foreign methods is, therefore, an indis¬ 
pensable preliminary to the introduction and sale of machinery, 
and some of the conditions under which capital would be invested 
might be stated under the headings of inducements and drawbacks 
shortly as follows:— 

(a) Land may now be acquired in Formosa under 100 years’ lease, Inducements, 
and the lease may be registered in the Japanese district court. 

( b ) The soil in South Formosa is, admittedly, amongst the finest 
sugar-producing soils in the world, and ought to yield, under 
scientific cultivation and without much fertilisation, as much as 
the best Hawaiian soils, or, say, 10 tons to the acre. 

(c) Labour is cheap and comparatively skilled. The rate of 
remuneration on plantations at present would not amount to more 
than 6 or 7 dol. (silver), a month’s wages. It would • obviate the 
most serious drawback, namely, the difficulty of overcoming 
Chinese prejudices, and ensure, a cheap and constant supply of 
labour if the sub-tenants and labourers on any sugar-bearing land 
that might be leased were left undisturbed and given, with the 
owners and lessors, an interest in the undertaking on the profit- 
sharing system. The lessees would then be in a position to 
introduce new cstne and methods of cultivation and establish 
Bugar mills with the full support of the natives and without much 
risk. 

(d) There is a large and increasing market for sugar quite close, 
both in China and Japan; transport and rates of freight are cheap, 
and prices are advancing yearly. 

(а) The prejudices of the natives, which might be overcome, as Drawback*, 
suggested above. 

(б) The opposition of a few powerful Chinese merchants who 
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Bice. 


Other 

iinporlp. 

Dejn ase. 


Be ison. 


have gained control of half the sugar production of Formosa, 
through advancing money for the purchase of the year’s crop at 
usurious rates of interest, thus keeping the producers in their 
debt and power. 

(c) The smallness of lots of land near the coast, and the con¬ 
sequent difficulty of leasing a large continuous tract of land from 
the numerous owners. Large tracts, however, owned by one or 
only a few jtersons, are said to be available in the interior. 

(d) The tendency of the Formosan Government-General to grant 
subsidies to Japanese companies. In view, however, of the 
increased inland duty which would be derived from the larger 
production of sugar, and the admitted need of independent outside 
capital to develop the resources of the island, it is not unreason¬ 
able to expect that the Formosan Government-General would 
grant equal or special facilities to a foreign company offering to 
invest capital under the above conditions. 

(c) Export duties of 21 and 15 sen per picul respectively, on 
white and brown sugar shipped from Formosa abroad, but, as all 
export duties have been abolished in Japan, it is hoped that these 
export duties will also be abolished in Formosa. 

The export of Formosan rice to China has been gradually 
increasing for the past five years, the figures for last year being 
8,012 tons valued at 46,249/., as against 5,723 tons valued at 
34,483/. for the preceding year. The export of Formosan rice to 
Japan is small, as its coarse grain and peculiar taste does not 
find favour with the Japanese. In fact, it may be said that all 
Japanese living in Formosa who can afford it import iheir rice 
from Japan. The figures on either side are not ascertainable, as 
they are not included in the customs returns. The total pro¬ 
duction in this Consular district during 1899 was about 43,000 
tons, which is a normal crop. 

The total imports, other than from Japan, show a falling-off 
from the previous year of 49,798/., which, in the absence of other 
figures, may be taken to be the extent to which duty-free imports 
from Japan have supplanted imports under the new tariff from 
abroad during the year. The principal articles showing decreased 
values are:—Grey shirtings (1,181/.), miscellaneons cotton goods 
(3,297/.), miscellaneous woollen goods (1,749/.), matches (4,655/.), 
beer (9,696/.), hemp bags (3,970/.), prepared tobacco (23,500/.), 
silk goods (8,676/.), and cotton piece-goods (23,472/.). 

These items of decrease are due to the increased tariff put 
into force on January 1, 1899, which handicaps imports from 
abroad in favour of duty-free goods imported from Japan. 

The following table shows the increase and decrease in the 
value of the chief articles of foreign origin, other than Chinese, 
imported during 1899, as compared with the previous year:— 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 



TAINAN. 


13 


Yalue, 


Articles. 

1809. 

1J 98. 

Increase or 
Dec reuse. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Cot ton goods .. 

13,424 

17,365 

- 3,941 

Woollen goods •• .. .. 

6,333 

7,853 

- 1,520 

Metals .. », 

4,404 

4.487 

! - 83 

Kerosene 

29,787 

17,126 

+ 12,661 

Flour . 

10,143 

8,399 

+ 1,744 

Matches.. 

2,876 

7,530 

* - 4,656 

Feer •• > i •• i * 

66 

9,762 

- 9,696 

Condensed milk 

1,693 1 

1,607 

+ 80 


With the exception of the import of kerosene oil, the foreign 
import trade of the district is almost entirely in the hands of 
Chinese merchants. Formerly, German beer and matches were 
the principal other articles imported by foreign merchants, but 
these have now given way under the new tariff to articles of 
Japanese make. 

The import of foreign piece-goods, both cotton and woollen, Cotton and 
into South Formosa is decreasing year by year. The trade, as 
mentioned in a previous report, is largely in the hands of Chinese, 8 ° od *' 
who, knowing the wants and tastes of their customers, are able to 
supply them at cheap rates by buying refuse goods, wholesale or 
at auction, in Hong-Kong or elsewhere, a kind of business that is 
not profitable for the foreign merchant to undertake. 

China furnished during the year cotton piece-goods of native 
manufacture to the value of nearly 40,000/., being a decrease of 
over 23,000/. 

Japanese imports of cheap fancy cotton prints and woollen 
and crSpe stuffs, favoured by the new tariff, are formidable com¬ 
petitors to both English and Chinese imports, and Japanese 
merchants hope with increased care to capture the whole market 
for these goods. 

Flour shows a slight increase, corresponding generally to the Flour, 
iucrease in the immigration of Japanese, who are the principal 
consumers. American .flour is almost the only kind imported. 

The import of matches, according to the customs returns, Maiche*. 
shows a largfe decrease from 153,755 gross, valued at 7,530/. in 
3898, to 58,992 gross, valued at 2,875/., last year.* The decrease, 
however, is not real, as nearly all the matches imported into this 
district continue, as heretofore, to be manufactured in Japan to 
the order of Chinese, and there are no manufactories here. The 
explanation is probably that matches are now labelled made in 
Japan,” and being admitted free of duty are not included in the 
customs returns. 

German beer practically disappeared from the list of imports B.er. 
with the appearance of the new tariff, and Japanese beers, brewed 
like German, have now sole possession of the market. 
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Toseki. 


Mnky u. 


Kakoko. 


The use of condensed milk is increasing, and the import from 
abroad will increase, as this article is not made in Japan. Anglo- 
Swiss and American are the only brands now sold, the German 
brand, formerly so much in use, having fallen into disfavour, 
owing to its inferior keeping power. Particular attention should 
be paid to supplying a cheap but, withal, pure milk, which will 
keep in this climate (sub-tropical) a long time after the tin has 
been opened. 

The total exports show an increase of 9,069/., from 414,063/. 
in 1898 to 423,132/. in 1899. Sugar, camphor, and sesamum seed 
show decreased quantities and values, but most other articles 
exported to China, such as rice, oil-cake, turmeric, dried lungans, 
and hemp show increases. 

Besides Anping and Takow, the following four ports in this 
district were opened to foreign trade (junks only) last year: TokO 
(Tangkaug), Toseki (Tangchu), Makyu (Makung), in the Pesca¬ 
dores, and Kakoko. 

Toko is on the southern side of the mouth of the Tangkaug 
river, about 13 miles south of Takow. The anchorage in the 
river will admit only vessels of less than 8 feet draught. Other 
vessels must anchor in the roadstead. Its exports are rice (chiefly), 
sesamum seeds, hides, and oil-cakes; and imports, kerosene oil and 
Chinese cotton piece-goods. 

Toseki is at the mouth of the ltiver Nintiao, 25 miles north of 
Tainan. The harbour is only available for vessels of not more 
than 7 feet draught, others have to lie outside the bar. The 
principal articles of export are brown sugar, rice, dried lungans, 
oil-cakes, and sesamum seeds, and the imports include Chinese 
cotton piece-goods, kerosene oil, and cut tobacco. 

Makyu, in the Pescadores, has a good harbour, and the trade, 
though small, is increasing. It is a useful port of refuge for ships 
which in rough weather are unable to lie off the coast around 
Anping. Its exports are ground-nuts and oil-cakes; and imports, 
cut tobacco, cotton piece-goods, Chinese paper, and kerosene oil. 

Kakoko is a small port with a shallow river harbour and bar 
to the north of Toseki. The principal imports are cotton piece- 
goods and grass cloth, and exports are brown sugar, dried lungans, 
and oil-cakes. 

The following table shows the total value of the imports and 
exports of the above ports and Takow during 1899 :— 


Port. 

I 

i 

Yaluo. 



i 

‘ Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Toko <.• ♦. 

£ 

10,422 

£ 

9,947 

£ 

20,369 

Toseki .. 

20,522 

19,695 

40,217 

Makyu • • 

.. .. 30,788 

8,824 

39,612 

Kakoko .. 

11,426 

l r U3 

12,739 

Takow .. 

27,643 

23,061 

50,703 

Total .. 

.. .. 100,8C0 

03,840 

163,640 
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and Table IV at the end of this report shows the value of the 
principal articles- of import and export during the year. 

The shipping entered from foreign countries during 1899 Shipping, 
shows a decrease from that of 1898 by 14 vessels and 11,658 tons, Decreaso 
of which the decrease in British shipping was four vessels and frora abroatl - 
2,438 tons, and in German shipping two vessels and 3,540 tons. 

The shipping entered from Japan shows an increase con- Increase from 
siderably larger than the above figures, owing to the falling-off in 
foreign and the increase in Japanese imports and exports, which 
latter are carried mostly in Japanese bottoms. 

Vessels of foreign build which make voyages to and from Tonuage due*, 
foreign countries for purposes of foreign trade are charged tonnage 
dues, both in Formosa and Japan, on each occasion of entry at the 
rate of 5 sen per ton of their registered tonnage, but in Japan, by 
a single payment of 15 sen per ton, such vessels are entitled to 
enter free for the rest of the year. For some reason this latter 
provision has not been applied to Formosa, and foreign shipping 
entering Formosan ports is thus placed at a disadvantage com¬ 
pared with shipping entering ports in Japan proper. The 
difference in the case of the regular British steamer plying 
between this port and Hong-Kong (via Amoy and Swatow) 
amounts to over 1,000 dol. a year. 

The Formosan Government-General is granting subsidies this Subsidi©» to 
year (1900) to the Formosan and China coast lines of the Osaka 
Shosen Kwaisha (Osaka Commercial Steamship Company) of compan'i©*. 
800,000 yen, with the object, according to the ordinance granting 0*aka Shoson 
the subsidies, of securing facilities for transport and communica- Kwai * ,ia> 
tion between Formosa and places in South China. The routes 
prescribed to the Company and the amounts of the subsidies are 
as follows:— 
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Line. 


1 

2 I 

I 

3 

4 


5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 


Roule. Subsidy. 



Yen. 

From TtiTOBui to Kong-Eong, 
vi& Amoy and Swatow 

123,000 

From Anping to Hong-Kong, 
v A Amoy anpl Swatow 

60,(00 

From Tamsui to Foochow, 
via Amoy 

35,000 

From Foochow to Sam-to-u 

(jEl 485 2H)» and from 
Foochow to Hengwlia 

(H it)- 

7,860 


The three lines mentioned 
in 3 and 4 will be opened on 
October 1,1900. 


The balance of tlie subsidy, ; 

574,140 yen, is distributed as j 
follows:— I 

From Kelung to £556, viA < 78,000 

Moji j 

From Eelung to Eob6, vift I 170,000 
Moji and Ujuia 

From Eelung to Kobe, vi& 75,000 

Isbigaki and Eag >shima ! 

From Eelung to Anping, vi& ! 155,000 
Takow, around the east 
coast of Formosa per year I 
From Eelung to Takow, via ! 40,740 

Pescadores and Anping, : 
and back by east coast ! 

From Tamsui to Tokaku, in ! 5,000 

Formosa 

From Eelung to Kob6, vA 50,400 
Moji 


i 


Remarks. 


Four return voyages every month 
from April to September, and 
three return voyages every 
month from October to Maroh 
Two return voyages every month. 

Line opened April 1, 1900 
Three return voyages every 
month 

Four return voyages every 
month; but on the return 
voyage from Foochow to Tamsui 
Amoy need not bo visited 


Two voyages a month 

Three voyages a month 

Two vojages a month 

For every two voyages 50,000 
yen 

Two voyages a month 


Four voyages a month ; or three 
or two, according to season 
Two return voyages a month. 
Subsidy granted to Nippon 
Yusen Ewaisha (Japan Steam¬ 
ship Company) 


In addition to the above subsidies, the Central Government 
grants this year a direct subsidy to the same companies of 
800,000 yen, namely 250,000 yen to the Osaka Shosen Kwaisha, 
and 550,000 yen to the Nippon Yusen Kwaisha, for their Yang-tse 
Kiang and North China lines. 

Japanese (native) junks, to the number of 497, of 13,939 tons, 
and Chinese junks, to the number of 194, of 5,547 tons, entered 
this port during the year, being a large increase in the case of 
Japanese junks, of 252 vessels, of 8,070 tons, and a slight decrease 
in the case of Chinese junks, of 31 vessels, of 1,033 tons, as com¬ 
pared with 1898. 

One reason assigned for the increase in the number of Japanese 
(native) junks is that many Chinese-owned junks from the oppo¬ 
site coast, for convenience of trading with this district, have 
obtained a Japanese register, which enables them to enter un¬ 
opened ports in Formosa, Flying the Chinese flag, their visits 
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would be confined to the open ports, where they are subjected to 
a strict customs search, which they escape, to some extent, 
especially at the outports, when flying the Japanese flag. On 
returning to China they either fly the Chinese flag or no flag at 
all, in which latter case they are presumed to be Chinese-owned 
(as in fact they are) and are allowed to enter unopened ports in 
China. Should trouble occur with Chinese officials, the Formosan 
register is produced and the protection of the Japanese Consul is 
sought. The principal advantage gained by junks of this double 
nationality over steamers and other junks is that they thus save 
the cost of transhipping inward cargo from treaty ports to out¬ 
ports, and vice versA, in the case of outward cargo. Bona fide 
owned and registered Formosan junks gain similar advantages on 
the Chinese coast, where, flying no flag at all, they enter un¬ 
opened ports as Chinese junks and benefit accordingly. 

A British vessel (barque “ Velocity ”of Shanghai) was wrecked Wreck of 
on the coast about 12 miles to the north of this port in December 
last. The causes of the casualty were, that sufficient allowance 
was not made for the set of the current, and that a light on the 
coast was mistaken for the Anping light. 

Mariners are cautioned against the new shoals which are form- Manner* 
ing along the west coast of this island, and which are not marked Cftul,oned 
in even the latest charts. The land is gaining so rapidly on the 
sea all along the coast that many places which were deep water 
only a few years ago are now shoal. A wide berth should, there- 
, fore, be given to the coast until the Anping light is breasted. 

Care should also be taken to guard against the exceptionally 
strong set of the, current towards the coast at unexpected times, 
and a general allowance of at least 2 miles an ho ir should be made 
for the set at all times. 

The Anping light is a fixed light visible for 10 miles, but with Anping light, 
no distinctive feature, and is easily mistaken for a junk’s or other 
vessel’s light. Its height is 37 feet above the sea. To be of real 
service it should be four or five times that height, and have a 
range of at least 20 miles, and to make it easily recognisable from 
vessel’s lights it should be of the flashing or revolving order. 

The light on Fisher Island in the Pescadores—a most important Fi*her i*i*nd 
one for navigators bound for this coast—is frequently obscured by ,lghfc - 
sand being blown past it from the surface of the island in the 
north-east monsoons. Its range of visibility is given as 15 miles, 
but as it is a light of small power, and the tower is not high 
enough to carry the light above the sand drift, it frequently 
happens that vessels come as close as 5 miles before being able to 
sight it. 

Both the above lights were erected by the Chinese Government 
in 1875. 

An. appropriation has been made this year for the erection, on New light, 
the North Island of the Pescadores, of a new fixed light of a high 
order with a range of visibility of 20 miles. 

The construction of the through railway from Takow viA Government 
Tainan and Kagqe to Taipeh was begun during last year, and the r * ilw *7- 
(894) b 
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TAHTAK. 


Coat and 
period of 
eoos< ruction. 


Proposed 
harbour 
work# at 
Takow and 
.Anping. 


Other public 
worlu. 


Tainan 

Finko 

(Formosa 

Bank). 


section between Takow and Tainan (35 miles) will probably be 
completed before the end of this year. The estimated cost of the 
work is pot down at 28,800,000 yen, and the period of construc¬ 
tion at 1U years. The money is to be raised yearly at the 
rate of between 2,500,0<<0 yen and 3 500,000 yen, by means of 
Formosan Government-General Industrial Public Loan Bonds. 
It is calculated, however, that the work will cost 50 per cent, 
more than the above estimate, and that it can be completed 
within seven years if the money is forthcoming. 

It is proposed to improve the Takow harbour by widening and 
deepening the entrance and dredging the lagoon, so as to allow of 
the entry and anchorage of vessels up to 2,000 tons or more, and, 
further,. by cutting a canal through the narrow strip of land 
sepaiating the lagoon from the sea. to provide another entrance, 
and facilitate dredging operations. The cost is estimated at abont 
5,000,000 yen, and the scheme has been submitted to the Central 
Government for its approval. It is probable that an appropriation 
may be made, and that the works may be commenced next year. 

It is also proposed to deepen the present canal between the 
port of Anping and the city of Tainan—a distance of 3 miles—to 
at least 6 feet, and to erect a sluice at the month inside which 
junks may anchor. 

Including the above, the following public works are now in 
progress or contemplated:—The railway from south to north 
(28,8 0,000 yen from 1899 to 1908): a cross railway from east to 
west in the south central district; harbour works at Takow; 
dredging works at Anping; waterworks at Takow; lighthouses 
(106,667 yen, North Island, Pescadores*; and telegraphs (124,744 
yen). The figures given are taken from the Formosan Bndget 
Estimates of this year (1900-01), and most of the contracts for the 
year have already been disposed of. 

Contracts for material for public works are open, in Formosa 
as in Japan, to public tender, on the usual conditions. Foreign 
manufacturers desirous of obtaining Formosan Government-General 
orders for the supply of material should appoint an agent here to 
obtain early information of proposed new works, and to push their 
interests, and should furnish him with plans, specifications, and 
prices, so as to place him in a position to put in a complete tender 
at Bhort notice. 

The Formosa Bank was established in Formosa by Government 
ordinance in 1897, but only began business in October last year. It 
is granted the privilege of issuing convertible silver yen notes 
which may be tendered for official payment in Formosa at the 
bank fixed rate of exchange which was 94 up to March 3t this 
year. The rate is changed every four months, and has been fixed 
at 95 from April 1 this year. The authorised capital is 5,000,000 
yen, of which 1,250,000 yen has been paid up, and, in addition, 
the Home Government have taken 2,000,000 yen in shares with¬ 
out interest or dividend for five years. The objects for which the 
bank was started are, besides the transaction of ordinary banking 
business, the management of the treasury money, namely, the 
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annual subsidy gianted by the Home Government to the Formosan 
Government-General, and the revenue of the Island; the purchase 
or negotiation of Formosan Government-General Industrial Public 
Loan Bonds, and the promotion of industries generally. 

The first published report showed a profit on three months’ First report, 
business to December 31, 1899, of 3,549 yen; loans to the Govern¬ 
ment-General of 2,500,000 yen ; and bank notes in circulation 
to the extent of 1,834,917 yen, as against a cash reserve of 
806,093 yen. 

The establishment of a branch of the bank in Tainan has Convenience 
proved a great convenience to foreign merchants in this district. 

In former years it was the custom to import Mexican dollars from n,eic, “ *• 
Hong-Kong and Amoy to pay for sugar, as the country people 
absolutely refused to accept any other coin, whether bank notes or 
clean Japanese (Government-chopped) silver yen. Of late years, 
however, a change has been gradually taking place, and money is 
now drawn from Japan and generally accepted, the bank keeping a 
sufficient reserve to meet the payment of bills or telegraphic 
transfers from their agencies at home. By this means there is 
also a distinct gain in exchange to the merchants. As a result of 
the change, the importation of treasure during the last sugar seasou 
was considerably curtailed, and it appears likely that the foreign 
merchant in Formosa will no longer be dependent on Amoy or 
Hong-Kong, but will finance directly with Japan in the future. 

The population (Japanese, native, and Chiuese) of this district Population, 
on December 31, 1899, was 977,677, divided as follows:— 


Nationality. 


Chinese .. 
Japanese.• 
Native 


Total 


Number of inhabitants. 


Males. Females. 


177 219 

4,889 2,407 

526,627 443,358 

531,093 | 445,984 


A return showing the occupations of the population is annexed 
(Table V). 

More than half of the Japanese male population is composed Japanese, 
of officials. 

Foreign residents in this district at the close of the year Foreign, 
numbered 44, of whom 35 were British, eight Spanish, and one 
German. 

Of the four foreign firms (British) in the district at the end of Foreign 
last year, one has since closed business, but two new companies— 
the South Formosan Trading Company and the South Formosa 
Ice Company—were started during the year and registered in 
Hong-Kong. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 



20 


TAINAN. 


APPENDIX.— Camphor Monopoly Tender. 


Camphor 

monopoly: 

Contract. 

Tender. 


Conditions. 

(Translation.) 


The conditions under which tenders were invited for the pur¬ 
chase of the Formosa camphor monopoly, and particulars of the 
coutract between the Formosan Government-General and the 
successful bidders are stated below. The tenders were opened on 
March 24, 1900, and a contract was concluded between the 
Government-General and Messrs. Samuel, Samuel and Co., 
the successful bidders, for the purchase of between 30,000 and 
50,000 piculs of camphor annually for three years, at the rate of 
95 yen and 85 yen per picul for the two classes A and B, respec¬ 
tively, into which the camphor was divided. 

The bidder shall sell in London, Hamburg, New York, and 
Hong-Kong, shall show his calculations for freight, insurance, 
miscellaneous charges, and profits, &c., per 10Q catties (about 
133$ lbs.) of Class A and Class B respectively, and shall make his 
tender on the highest selling price per 100 catties of Class A and 
Class B in the above several places. 

The prices at which [the camphor) is sold by the Government-’ 
General are as follows:— 



Per 100 Catties. 


Yen. 

Claes A . • .. 

96 

Class B . 

85 


Art 1. The camphor to be sold by the Government-General is 
in two classes, A and B, and is the same as the samples. 

Art. 2. The quantity, to be sold during one year is fixed at about 
3,000,000 to 5,000,000 catties, both classes included. But the 
quantity for the year 1899 is fixed at about 1,500,000 catties. 
Particulars as to the respective quantities of the above two classes, 
A and B, shall be determined by the Government-General according 
to the state of demand and the rate of production. 

In case the quantity to be sold during one year exceed 
5,000,000 catties, the price at which such excess quantity shall 
be sold shall be determined on a further consultation with the 
contractor. ~ 

Art 3. The camphor in both A and B classes shall be in the 
regulation Government-General packages, and shall be delivered 
at the camphor office at Taihoku, Formosa, at times suited to the 
convenience of the Government-General. 

Art 4. The contractor may not sell packages which he has 
examined or adulterated at his own factory, or at a factory with 
which he is connected. 

Art. 5. The contractor shall, as far as possible, apportion, send, 
and sell in quantities to meet the demand in the several places in 
the East, Europe, and America, which are at present markets for 
camphor; and the Government-General, when it deems it neces¬ 
sary, may designate the number of catties to be sent to a particular 
place. 
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Art. 6. The contractor shall not sell and deliver the camphor 
to one person to the exclusion of all others. But he is not pre¬ 
vented from stationing sales’ commissioners at certain places, and 
making them agents for sales for those places. 

Art. 7. Where it is deemed that the Government-General 
monopoly is being detrimentally affected by greed of inordinate 
gain on the part of the contractor, or by improper action on his 
part in the conduct of sales, the Government-General shall give 
the contractor a warning, and if, after receiving the warning, he 
does not amend [his conduct], the contract may be cancelled at 
any time. 

Art 8. The period of the contract shall be three years from 
the date of concluding the agreement, and six months at least 
before the expiration of that period it shall be further decided, 
after consultation, whether the contract shall be renewed or not, 
and, if renewed, on what terms. 

Art 9. The price to be paid by the contractor shall, after the 
year 1900, be paid, for the months from April to September, be¬ 
fore October 10, and, for the months from October to March, 
before April 10 in every year, in gold or convertible notes of the 
Nippon Fink6 to the Gold Treasury at Taihoku. 

Art. 10. As security for the price referred to in the foregoing 
article, the contractor shall undertake to furnish a deposit of 
certain National Loan Bonds,* designated by the Formosan 
Government-General of a face value of 1,800,000 yen. 

Art. 11. The price of camphor on sale for 1899 shall be paid 
into the Taihoku Gold Treasury, upon the issue of notices to pay, 
before the delivery of the article; but payment may be deferred 
upon security being given in wish or National Loan Bonds. 

Art. 12. Of course, whatever camphor may be required for the 
official use of the Imperial Government, or whatever quantity may 
be deemed to be necessary as raw material for manufacture in 
factories in the Empire of Japan, may be sold by the Formosan 
Government-General to other persons than the contractor at the 
same price as sold to him. But a sale under this article does not 
make any difference in the minimum number of catties fixed by 
Article 2. 

Art. 13. As a guarantee for the performance of the contract, 
the contractor shall undertake to furnish a deposit of 100,000 yen 
in ready money or in creditable bonds to the satisfaction of the 
Formosan Government-General 

Art. 14.' The above articles indicate the essential points for 
the carrying out of which a further set of rules shall be laid down 
at the time of concluding the contract. 

Under the contract, which is drawn up generally ip the terms 
of the above articles, the contractor, or purchaser as he is called, is 
bound to sell camphor in London and Hong-Kong at the following 
prices, plus customs duties and other public charges:— 


# Formosa Industrial Public Loan Bonds The contractor, however, elected 
to deposit the security in cash with the Formosa Bank at 6 percent, interest. 
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In— 


Per Picul. 


Class A. Class B. 


Yen. Yen. 

London.I 107,843- 99,702 

Hong-Kong . j 102,378 94,323 


No tender appears to have been made for sales in Hamburg 
and New York. 


Table I. —Retuhn of Principal Articles of Import into Tainan 
Reval during the Years 1899-98. 


1899. 1898. 

Articles. --,— 





Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Po&ugn Goods. 

Cotton goods — 

Grey shirtings. 


Yards 

663,912 

£ 

5,067 

800,670 

£ 

6,248 

White shirtings... 

... 


582,129 

7,129 

514,523 

6,692 

Miscellaneous . 

4fB 


1,228 


4,526 

Woollen goods— 

Camlets and tastings ... 


Yards 

170,417 

6,883 

210,809 

6,104 

Miscellaneous . 

.. . 


• •• 

f#i 

• « , 

1,749 

Metals, miscellaneous ... 

... 

Mi 

• •• 

4,404 

... 

4,487 

Kerosene . 

M , 

Gallons ... 

1,121,630 

29,787 

994,706 

17,126 

Ginseng .. 

... 

Cwts. ...! 

48 

1,710 

51 

2,001 

Flour.. 

... 


20,748 

10,143 

18,249 

8,899 

Matches ... . 

... 

Gross ...] 

58,992 

2,876 

163,766 

7,680 

Beer . 

... 

Dozen 

241 

68 

46,884 

9,762 

Condensed milk . 

... 

>i •••! 

6,870 

1,693 

6,469 

1,607 

Chxxbsb Pbodocs. 

Bags, hemp . 


Number ... 

484,886 

2,848 

930,215 

6,818 

Mats for packing. 

... 

„ -J 

1,046,868 

4,779 

1,168,410 

4,846 

Joss-sticks. 

**♦ 

Cwts. .J 

6,486 

2,868- 

4,815 

2,979 

Tobacco, prepared. 


i 

8,900 

29,849 

19,662 

58,349 

Timber and planks 

... 

... 

... 

16,847 

13,288 

Silk piece-goods . 


Yards ... ; 

10,688 

1,418 

... 

10,089 

Cotton piece-goods 

... 

ii —| 

8,898,126 

89,642 

... 

68,114 

Silk and cotton mixtures 


, 

106,048 

1,986 

... 

852 

Linen and cotton mixtures 

... 

ii *.*j 

527,588 

6,846 

... 

6,047 

Grass cloths . 

tea 

Pieces ...1 


10,249 

... 

6,804 

4,866 

Cotton, raw. 


Cwts. .,.! 

2,489 

4,447 

2,689 

Paper . 

• M 

... ! 


18,564 

... 

17,254 

Chinese liquor . 

• M 

... 

„• 

2,020 

... 

2,869 

Porcelain and earthenware 



f#t 

6,091 

t # 

3,f«9 

Sundries ... . . 

... 

1 

•• 

108,064 

... 

97,782 

Total . 

... 

1 

t •# 

819,808 

... 

369,606 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 




















TAINAN. 


2S 


Table II.—RETURN of Principal Articles of Export at the 
Port of Tainan during the Years 1899-98. 


Articles. 


i 

] 1890. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Vabie. 

Quantity. 

Value. 




i 

£ 


£ 

Bamboo shoots 


Cwts. 

1,468 

1,763 

692 

701 

Camphor . , 



855 

2,979 

1,143 

5,017 

Hemp 

* • 

>9 

5,077 

9,942 

5,634 

9,761 

Lungan pulp 


u 

9.432 

9,574 

7,401 

7,590 

Lungana, dried 

.. 

it 

.•I 16.749 

6,057 

3,238 

1,248 

Sugar, brown 



.. 695,-105 

248,377 

694,8; a 

264,002 

„ white 



... 97,2 L7 

57,026 

98,098 

60.117 

Turmeric .. 



31,091 

12,853 

24,78o 

8,600 

Oilcakes 



.. 79,354 

9,759 

37,589 

4,454 

Sesamum seed 



7,486 

3,101 

17,050 

6,365 

Rice.. . . 


Tons 

8,012 

46,249 

5,723 

34,483 

Pineapple fibres 


Cwts. 

589 

1,399 

699 

1,428 

Beans, peas, 

and 






pulse 


H 

..: 15,163 

4,248 

16,443 

6.042 

Miscellaneous 


• » 

.. 

! 

9,806 

• e 

6,255 

Total . . 

• • 


i 

423,132 

.. 

414,063 


Table III.— Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan during 

the Year 1899. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

8 team. 

Total. 

1 

| Numbe" 1 
.of Vessels. 

! | 
i Number 

Ton, • Sol Vessels. | 

Tons. 

Number 
of Vessels. 

Tons. 

British . 


3 

1,675 : 

44 1 

44,447 

47 

46,022 

German . 


2 

894 

22 1 

20.874 

24 

21,468 

Japanese ... 

... 

... | 

; 

2 | 

1,0*2 

2 

1,082 

Total 


& 

2,469 | 

68 

66,108 

78 

68,572 

„ for the year 


1 

' 




preceding 

... 

18 

6.868 | 

74 

78,867 

87 

80,280 

Japanese Junks ... 


477 

18,939 

\ eee 

eee 

477 

18,989 

Chinese „ 


ISO 

4,614 


... 

IriO 

4 614 

Japanese, coastwise 

tee 

; 

1 

84 

148,167 

84 

148,167 

Grand total 

... 

642 

20,922 

152 

209,270 

! 794 

i 230,192 
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Cleared. 




Sailing. 

Stsi 

m. 

Total. 

Nationality. 




» 





Number 
of Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of Vessels., 

Tons. 

Number 
of VesseU. 

Tons. 

British 


4 

2,091 

44 

44,447 

48 

46,689 

German M 

... 

2 

894 

22 

20,574 

24 i 

21,468 

Japanese ... ... 

... 

... 

...• 

1 , 

1,445 

1 

t 

1,446 

Total 

... 


2,966 

67 f 

66,466 

76 | 

69,456 

M for the year 


I 




preceding 

... 

12 

6,466 

" 1 

72,602 

“ 1 

78,768 

Japanese Junks ... 
Chinese „ ... 

... 

449 

141 

16,261 

4,594 

i 

... 

449 

141 

18.281 

4,604 

Japanese, coastwise 

... 

... 

84 

143^167 

84 

146,167 

Grand total 

... 

506 

20,721 

]« , 

209,666 

747 

260,664 


Table IV.— Showing Value of Principal Articles of Import and 
Export from the New Open Ports, Toko, Toseki, Makyu, and 
Eakoko during the Yeare 1899, 

Port of Toko (Tangkang). 

Imports. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Kerosene oil 

Gallons 

52,318 

£ 

1,316 

Cotton piece-goods (Chinese).. 

•« 

» a 

726 

Cut tobacco. 

Carts. 

54 

148 

Flour. 

» • • • • 

1,283 

606 

Chinese paper. 

Timber ana boards 

a s 


844 

a s 

a e 

965 

Total. 

*• 

« a 

4,606 


Exports. 


Articles. 

Tons .. 

a s 

s • 

_ l 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bice. 

Hides. 

Total. 

1,722 

£ 

9,508 

135 

a a 

[ 

9,643 
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Pout of Toseki. 


2 ." 


Import?. 


Article*. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton piece-goods (Chinese).. 

' 

.. 

1 

! 

£ 

4,491 

Gras* cloth 

; 

• • 

1 

| 

2,560 

Kerosene oil .. * ♦ 

Gallons 

28,735 

753 

Out tobacco 

Cwts... 

i m 

222 

Paper (Chinese) 

• • 

i - 

1,134 

Total. 

• 0 

i 

•• 

9,460 


Exports. 


Articles. 

1 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar, brown *. 

.. Cwts... 

• • 

28,257 

£ 

10,326 

Rice 

.. Tons . • 

« i 

678 

4,610 

Lungans, dried.. 

.. Cwts... 

$ • 

2,906 

1,175 

Sesamuin seeds.. 

• • »» • • 

• • 

225 

97 

Hemp •« • • 

Oilcakes 

•. ,, «. 

• 9 

284 

505 

. • jt • • 


7,178 

738 

Beans .. .» . * 

• • >> • * 

. . 

1,938 

578 

Total .. 

.. 


« • 

18,*29 


roRT of Makyu. 
Imports. 


Articles. 


Quautity. 

Value. 

.* 



1 £ 

Cotton piece-goods (Chinese).. 

• • 

• • 

4,535 

Cut tobacco. 

Cwts. .• 

2,625 

6.780 

Kerosene oil 

Gallons 

29,430 

791 

Timber and boards 

« • 

• • 

1,018 

Flour •. 

Cwts.,, 

2,049 

993 

Paper (Chinese) .. •• 

i. 

• • 

1,430 

Total 

* • 

t • 

16,547 

Exports. 

Articles. 


Quantity. 

Value. 




£ 

Sugar, brown. 

Cwts... 

126 

48 

Ground-nuts. 

• • 

• • 

823 

Oil-cakes 

Cwts. 

22,604 

3,866 


Tons .. 

372 

1,798 

Beans .. 

Cwts.. • . • 

2,405 

596 

Total • • 

• • 

• • 

7,130 

(694) 
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Port op Kakoko. 
Imports. 


Articles. 


Value. 

Cotton piecfe-goods (Chinese) 


£ 

2,548 

Paper (Chinose) .. 

* • 

897 

Timber and boards.. 

• • 

948 

Grass-cloth .. 

• t 

1,269 

Porcelain and earthenware 

• • 

892 

l 

Total ,, 

• • 

6,054 


Exports. 


Articled. 


Sugar, brown ,, .. . . ! Cuts... 

Lungans, dried.j. „ .. 

Oil-cakes . „ 

Bice • • .. .. 4 . Tons .. 


Total 


Quantity. 

Value. 

16,374 

£ 

5,350 

4,728 

1,669 

. ♦ i 20,130 

1,803 

..i 109 

748 

• • 

9,570 
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No. 2908. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to 'pi’evimis Report, Annual \Series No. 2796. 


Supplementary Report on the Trade of the Consular District of 
Tainan (South Formosa) for the Year 1901 

By Mr. R A. Griffiths. 

(Received at Foreign Office, October 7, 1902.) 

At the time when the report on the trade of this district for 
the years 1900-01 (No. 2796,.published in May, 1902) was written, 
full statistics of exports and imports for 1901 were, not obtainable. 
A complete return of the trade of the island during last year, has 
now, however, been issued by the Government-General, and from 
it the statistics given in this supplementary report have been 
compiled. 

The total trade of this district, comprising the two ports of 
Anping and Takow, during the year 1901 amounted to 857,7601, 
of which 416,1841 represents exports and 441,5761 represents 
imports. These figures include exports and imports to and from 
Japan as well as those to and from foreign countries, the respective 
shares being shown in the following table:— 


Country. 


Value. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Japan .• •• •* •• 

265,953 

203,627” 

459,580 

China •« •• •• •• 

134,263 

131,035 

265,348 

United States of America 

• • 

55,286 

56,286 

United Kingdom 

• t 

39,179 

39,179 

Hong-Kong . • 

25,968 

4,169 

80,137 

Other countries 

. . 

8,230 

8,230 

Total ... 

416,184 

441,576 ' ' 

857,760 


The trade of 1901, compared with that of the previous year, 
shows an increase as regards both exports and imports. 


(183) 
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Increase in 
trade with 
Japan. 


Increase in 
the export 
trade. 


Imports. 


The following comparative table gives the values for each 
year 


Value. 


I 

* 

1901. 

1900. 

Increase. 

i 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Imports . 

441,576 

410,879 

30,897 

Export* .. 

416,184 

361,274 

54^*10 

Total 

867,760 

771,963 

86,807 


As regards imports it should be noted that, although the total 
trade for 1901 shows an increase of 30,897/. in value over that for 
the preceding year, the value of imports from foreign countries 
shows a decline of over 10,000/., while there has been a considerable 
increase, amounting in value to over 40,000/., in goods brought 
from Japan (Table I). 

The increased demand for Japanese goods is due, as pointed 
out in the previous report, to the fact that while a heavy tariff is 
levied on all goods imported from foreign countries, those coming 
from Japan are admitted duty free. Of the total amount of 
441,576/., the value of the import trade into Tainan during the year 
under review, Japan’s share was 203,627/., while that of China and 
other foreign countries amounted to 237,949/. Practically the 
whole of the import trade with Japan has been built up since the 
latter’s occupation of Formosa in 1895, the amount of goods 
imported from Japan prior to that year being infinitesimal. 

The increase in the export trade was due chiefly to a larger 
demand for Formosan sugar in Japan, and to the trade with China 
resuming its normal proportions after the troubles in that country 
during 1900 had subsided. 

A return of the principal articles imported into this district 
during the years 1900-01, is given in Table I appended to this 
repoi-t 

The principal articles of import from foreign countries during 
1901 were kerosene oil and flour from America, cotton and woollen 
piece-goods, metals and condensed milk from the United Kingdom; 
and bags and mats (for packing sugar), tobacco, timber, paper and 
Chinese piece goods from China; while from Japan came provisions 
(salt, dried and tinned), drugs and medicines, paper, Japanese 
piece-goods, sak£, soy, beer, timber and matches. 

The increase and decrease which occurred in the value of the 
principal articles of foreign origin imported into Tainan during 
1901, as compared with the figures for 1900, is shown in the 
following fable:—* 
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Value, 


Articles. 



Increase or 

1901. 

1900. 

Decrease. 

Cotton goods. 

£ 

20,969 

£ 

13,212 

£ 

+ 7,757 

Woollen goods *. 

4,926 

4,001 

+ 925 

Metals •• ** .. m 


1,735 

4- 4,354 

Kerosene •. 

21,143 

38,041 

8,378 

- 11,898 

Flour •» •• •• 

9,847 

+ 1,469 

Condensed milk .. . • 

1,648 

1,700 

62 


There was a comparatively large increase in the import of cotton Cotton and 
piece-goods, and a small increase in that of woollen goods. As 
mentioned in previous reports, however, the trade is of little 8 ° od *' 
importance and is entirely in the hands of Chinese merchants, who 
make their purchases in Hong-Kong, chiefly at auction. 

The import of Chinese cotton piece-goods in 1901 was less China** and 
than that in the previous year, while the value of Japanese piece- f*P* ne *? 
goods imported showed a considerable increase. good*! p,ec8 

The features of the trade in kerosene oil during 1901 were Kerosene, 
fully described in the previous report on the trade of this district 
referred to in my prefatory remarks. The statement, however, 
made in the report, that a large increase in the import had 
probably taken place during the year, was not borne out by the 
figures published by the Government-General On the contrary 
it appeared that a decrease of 315,520 gallons in quantity and 
11,898/. in value had actually been the result of the trade of the 
year/ 

As regards the import of flour in 1901, instead of there being Flour, 
a slight decrease, as anticipated before the returns were published, 
the figures show an increase of 6,496 cwts. in quantity and 1,469/. 
in value. . 

As stated in the last report on the trade of this district, Beer, matcL't 
German beer and matches of foreign manufacture have been ousted 9 * k ®- 
from this market by beer brewed and matches manufactured in 
Japan. Both imports show a comparatively large increase in 1901 
over the preceding year, beer to the value of 3,825/., and matches 
to the value of 2,788/. 

Sakd, a spirit distilled from rice, was imported from Japan to 
the value of 23,634/., as against 13,070/., the value of the quantity 
imported in 1900. - 

Of the total export trade of Tainan in 1901, amounting in Export* 
value to 416,184/., the export of sugar represented a value of ( TableI1 ) 
314,365/., more than 75 per cent, the export of rice to the value of Bne “’’ 
25,256/. figuring next on the list of exports. 

As sugar is the principal product of South Formosa, and Export of 
represents such a very large share of the export trade, the follow- 
ing table, giving the amounts and values exported during each of 1 
the past 10 years, may be of interest:— 

(183) 
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Year. 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 


Quantity. YaJue. 


Cwls. 

715,607 

607,046 

875,787 

843,310 

713,994 

770,510 

792,983 

692,622 

492,231 

671,641 


£ 

293,999 

249,248 

316,328 

252,765 
253,750 
324,119 
305,403 
263,611 
i 314.365 



Export of 
sugar to 
Japan and 
China and 
Hong-Kong 


The value of the sugar exported in 1895 was not obtainable, 
owing to the frequent changes in the customs personnel during 
the year, consequent upon the political troubles preceding the 
occupation of the island by the Japanese. 

The following table gives the quantity and value of sugar 
exported from Tainan to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong 
respectively during 1901:— 


Kind of Sugar. 

Japan. 

China and Hong-Kong. 

Quantity. Value. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Brown sugar 

501,640 

226,657 

1 114,257 \ 

49,359 

615,897 

276,016 

White „ 

4,318 

3,347 

61,426 j 

36,002 

55,744 

39,349 

Total. 

506,968 

229,004 

165,683 

85,361 

671,641 

814,365 


The state of the crop, prices and the general features of the 
sugar trade of 1901 were fully described in the last report on 
the trade of this district. 


Establish¬ 
ment of sugar 
industry 
bureau. 


Regulations 
tor the 
encourage¬ 
ment of the 
sugar 
industry. 

Amounts 
appropriated 
for the 
encourage¬ 
ment of the 
sugar 
industry. 


With reference, however, to the remarks made on page 8 of 
that report, regarding the proposal of the Government-Geueral to 
establish a special bureau during the present year (1902) for the 
encouragement of the sugar industry and the management of all 
matters relating to sugar, it may be mentioned that such a bureau 
has now been.established, and, in connection therewith, regulations 
for the encouragement of the sugar industry were promulgated on 
June 14 last. The head office of the bureau is established at 
Taihoku (Taipeh) and a branch office at Tainan. Depots connected 
with the Tainan branch office have been established at Kagi, 
Ensuiko, Hozan and Ako. 

The expenditure by the Government-General of a sum of 
149,769 yen, for the purpose of establishing the sugar bureau and 
for the encouragement of the‘sugar industry in Formosa during 
the present financial year 1902-03, has been allowed by the Diet, 
while out of a further sum of 240,000 yen, voted by the Diet for 
subsidies to various industries in Formosa, a sum of 140,000 yen 
has been appropriated for sugar bounties. Thus the total amount 
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set aside by the Government-General for the encouragement of 
the sugar industry in Formosa during the financial year April, 

1902, to March, 1903, is 289,769 yen (about 29,582/.). 

The amounts to be paid as bounties to persons engaged in sugar Sugar 
planting or in the manufacture of the sugar have been fixed as bounties, 
follows:— 

Towards the expense of: (1) Planting sugar cane shoots, up 
to 3 yen 60 sen per quarter of an acre; (2) Manuring, up to 5 yen 
per quarter of an acre; (3) Cultivation, up to 2 yen per quarter 
of an acre; (4) Irrigation and draining, up to 50 per cent, of the 
expense of constructing drains, &c.; (5) Purchase of machinery 
and plant, up to 20 per cent, of the cost of same. 

A translation of the regulations relating to the encouragement 
of the sugar industry is appended to this report. 

The chief features connected with the rice export trade in 1901 Rice - 
have all been fully dealt with in the previous report on the trade 
of this district, and it only remains to state that the amount ex¬ 
ported (83,970 cwts., valued at 25,256/.) shows a decrease of 
18,569 cwts. in quantity, and 10,804/. in value, as compared with 
the amount exported in 1900. 

The only other item of export which calls for mention is salt, Salt -- 
which for the first time figures as an export in the customs returns. 

The amount exported in 1901 was 288,085 cwts. in quantity, and 
6,180/. in value. The whole amount was exported to Japan. 

Tables III and IV appended to this report show the relative 
shares which the ports of Anping and Takow had in the import • 10 

and export trade of the Tainan district during 1901, Anping par- Anping and 
ticipating to the extent of exports, 249,003/.; and imports, Takow in tW 
334,096/.; while the share of Takow was, in exports, 167,181/.;° 
and in imports, 107,480/. Takow, however, may possibly acquire 
a larger share in the trade of the district when the harbour im¬ 
provements, which are to be shortly commenced, are completed. 

The following table gives the value of the import and export Trade of 
trade for 1901 and 1900 of the four ports opened in this district otl ^ r 
to foreign trade in 1899 Sc" 


Port. 


1001. 


1900. 

Import?. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Impoita. 

Exports, j 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Toko. 

18,278 

11,796 

26,074 

12,360 

11,240 

28,690 

Tfaeki . 

22,038 

27,887 

49,926 

22,946 

32,408 1 

66,864 

M&kyu (Peacadorea) 

*3,167 

16,220 

49,377 

14,370 

8,566 

22,936 

Kakok5 . 

14,388 

21,912 

36,295 

i 13.484 

18,985 

32,469 

Total . 

82,854 

77,816 

160,671 

I 43,160 

! 

71,199 

134,849 


The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export to and from the four ports respectively are shown in 
Table V, appended to this report. 

The shipping returns for 1901, as well as a description of Shipping, 
shipping business transacted during the year, are given in the 
previous report on the trade of this district. 
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Subsidies to 

shipping 

companies. 


Compared 
with 1901, 
changes in 
routes and 
amounts cf 
subsidy. 


It should be noted, however, with reference to the subsidies 
granted to two Japanese shipping companies, described on page 13 
of that report, that the amount, 800,000 yen, proposed by the 
Government for the financial year ending March 31,1903, was 
reduced in the Diet by 20 per cent., the total amount passed being 
640,000 yen (about 65,333 1.). 

The prescribed routes, and the amount of subsidy apportioned 
to each, were accordingly altered, and for the present financial 
year, April 1,1902, to March 31, 1903, are as follows:— 


Route. 


Subsidy. 


Yen. 


Abroad— 

From Tamsui to Hong-Kong, rift 
Amoy and Swatow 


93,937 


From Anping to Hong-Kong, vik 1 
Amor and Swatow 
From Foochow to Hong-Kong, vik j 
Amoy and Swatow 
From Foochow to San-to-u .. j 
From Foochow to Hengwha 
From Amoy to Chiobei .. 
Formosa coasting, and to and from j 
Japan— j 

From Kelung to Kdb6, vik Moji.. 
From Takow to Yokohama, vik 
Anping, Kelung, Nagasaki, Moji, 
TJjma and Kdbl 


61,028 

52,333 

11,700 

13,942 

14,935 


59,207 

124,800 


From Kelung to Anping, vik 
Sod, Karenko, Pinam, Qarambi, j 
Taihanro, Takow and back, vik 
Pescadores and Tokatsu Kutsu; 
and from Kelnna to Takow, vik 
Tokatsu Kutsu, Pescadores and 
Anping and back vik East Coast 
ports as above 

From Kelnng to K5bd, vik Moji .. 


143,825 


59,207 


I Remarks. 

'! " 
i 

Four return voyages every month 
j from April to September, and 
three return voyages every 
month from October to March 

Two return voyages every month 
Takow may be visited 
, Two return voyages every month. 

Four return voyages every month 
I Four return voyages every month 
J Fifty return voyages every month 

i 

Two return voyages a month. 

Two return voyages a month. 
One steamer a month will call 
at the Pescadores on the return 
voyage 

Two return voyages a month 


I Two return voyages a month 


With the exception of the last subsidy of 59,207 yen, which is 
granted to the Nippon Yusen Kwaisha (the Japan Mail Steam¬ 
ship Company), all the above subsidies are granted to the Osaka 
Shosen Kwaisha (the Osaka Merchant Shipping Company). 

On comparing the aboVe table of subsidies and routes fixed for 
1902 with the one for the previous year, the following alterations 
are noted:— . 

1. The subsidy for the line from Tamsui to Hong-Kong has 
been reduced from 110,700 to 93,937 yen. 

2. The subsidy for the line from Anping to Hong-Kong has 
been increased from 60,000 to 61,028 yen. 

3. The subsidies granted for the three lines running from 
Foochow have been reduced as follows:— 

Foochow to Hong-Kong line from 64,970 to 52,353 yen. 

Foochow to San-to-u line from 18,120 to 11,700 yen. 

Foochow to Hengwha line from 20,310 to 13,942 yen. 
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4. A subsidy of 14,935 yen has been granted to the Osaka 
Shosen Kwaisha to run two small steamers of not less than 30 
tons gross register from Amoy to Chiobei, 50 return trips a month 
to be made. 

5. The subsidy for the line from Kelung to Kobd has been 
reduced from 84,480 to 59,207 yen. 

6. The line from Kelung to Kob4, vi& Nagasaki, Moji and 
Ujina has been extended, and two steamers now make one return 
voyage each a month from Takow to Yokohama, vi4 Anping, 

Kelung, Nagasaki, Moji, Ujina and KobA The subsidy is now 
124,800 yen, instead of the subsidy of 191,183 yen, granted last 
year for three return voyages a month between Kelung and KdbA 

7. The line from Takow to KobA vi& Pescadores, Kelung, 

Ishigaki, Loochoo and Kagoshima has been closed. 

8. The subsidy for the coast lines round the island of Formosa 
has been increased from 126,687 to 143,825 yen. 

9. The subsidy granted to the Nippon Yusen Kwaisha has been 
increased from 50,000 to 59,207 yen,'but their steamers have now 
to run from Kelung to Kobe, via Moji, instead of, as before, simply 
to Moji. 

The South Formosa Ice Company, a British company registered Subsidy to a 
in Hong-Kong, whose ice factory at Anping was referred to on 
page 14 of the previous report on the trade of this district, has 
been granted a subsidy of 3,000 yen for the present financial year 
by the Government-General, the chief condition being that ice 
shall be supplied to the civil and military hospitals, and to the 
Government offices whenever required throughout the year at a 
price settled beforehand by the ice company in consultation with 
the head local authority. Up to the present year the factory 
supplied ice only during the summer months—April to October. 

The construction of the section of the Government railway Government 
between Tainan and Kagi (38 miles) was completed in the spring railwav - 
of this year (1902), and the line was opened for traffic on 
April 20. Two trains run daily each way, the time occupied in 
the journey being 2 hours 48 minutes. 

A lighthouse has been erected on Kitajima (North Island, Pesca- Erection of 
dores), and a first order revolving white light has been exhibited 
since June 15 last. The elevation of the light above the sea is Pescadores." 
158 feet, and the light is visible at a distance of 19 nautical miles. 

All calculations have been made in this report at the rate &*» of 
of 1 yen equals 2s. 0 $d. exchange. 
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Table I.— Return of l*riueipal Articles of Import into Tainan 
during the Years 1901 and 1900. 


Articles. 


1001. 

1900. 


Quantity. | 

Value. 

Quantity. ! 

Value. 




£ 


£ 

Foreign Goods. 






Cotton goods— 






Grey shirting*. 

Yanis ... 

ft;’. 8,680 

4,275 

546,570 

4,434 

White shirtings. 

ti ••• 

664,470 

7,3*2 

492,267 

6,447 

Miscellaneous ... . 

... 


9,362 

2,331 

Woollen goods— 

Camlets and las tings. 

Ya»*ds 

161,680 

4,926 

125,164 

4,001 

Metals, miscellaneous . 


MS 

6,089 

1,735 

Rails and fittings. 

... 

... 

24,716 

... 

... 

Kerosene . 

Gallons 

767,566 i 

21,143 

1,073,075 

.33,041 

Ginseng . 

Cwtu. 


1,477 

36 

1,236 

Flour. 


24,441 

9,847 

17,945 

8,378 

Condensed milk . 

Dozen 

6,461 

1,648 

6,588 

1,700 

Chinese Pboddok. 

Hags, hemp . 

Number ... 

221,927 

2,277 

173,219 

1,1745 

Mats for packing. 

. 

1,293,050 

7,516 

475,970 

2,680 

Joss-sticks. 

Cwts. 

4,042 

2,578 

4,961 

1,648 

2,378 

Tobacco, prepared. 


8,476 

13,799 

3,767 

Timber and planks . 


... 

8,040 

12,002 

Silk piece-goods . 

Yards 

4,197 

505 

17,267 

1,666 

Cotton piece-goods 

,, 

1,798.286 

19,652 

2,034.664 

22,972 

Silk and cotton mixtures 


25,421 

2,303 

116,085 

2,453 

Linen and cotton mixtures 


296,621 

4,371 

456,581 

5,539 

Grass-cloths . 


100,730 

2,087 

182,697 

3,262 

Cotton, raw.. 

Paper . 

CwU. 

1,168 

2,516 

2.068 

... 

... 

6,391 

... 

15,615 

Chinese liquor . 

... 


439 


194 

Porcelain and earthenware 

... 


2,350 

i|t 

2,700 

Sundries . 


... 

73,311 

... 

107,956 

Total . 

... 

... 

237,5149 


249,600 

Japanese Produce. 

Fish, salt and dried 



3,261 


1,762 

Soy . 

... 


4,536 


2,842 

Provision* . . 

! 

, „ . 

15,039 

, 

<467 

Drugs and medicines 

1 

... 

2,364 


2.197 

ltiue . 

1 


3,141 

... 

1,973 

Metalware .. 

! 


5,284 

... 

3,739 

Oil . 

1 


1,199 


1,356 

Paper . 

1 


3,960 


2,777 

Piece-goods . 

1 

M| 

28,965 

... 

6,805 

Tobacco, cut, and cigarettes ... 

1 

... 

2,990 

... 

2,255 

Sak6. 

i 

i 

• •• 

23,634 

„ 8e 

13,070 

Beer. 

j 


6,794 


2,069 

Cement and lime. 

P . 

, . 4 

3,449 

* . i 

1,446 

Bricks and dies . 



1.836 


3,512 

Timber and planks . 

• •• 


23,017 


27,048 

Hallway materials . 



16,273 

... 

31,594 

Matches 



7,672 


4,884 

Sundries .. . 

1 

• •• 

61,233 

... 

42,393 

Total . 



203,627 


161,070 

Grand total . 

I 

... 

441,676 

... 

410,679 
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Table 11.— Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tainan 
during the Years 1901 and 1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Sugar, brown 

615,897 


450,931 

244,534 

„ whit* 

00,744 

39,349 

41,300 

22,077 

Rice 

83,970 

25,256 

102,539 

36,060 

Hemp 

9,018 

14,040 

7,803 

15,342 

Lungan pulp ,. 

10,405 

10,882 

2,555 

2,874 

Lungans, dried .. 

15,401 

6,650 

728 

357 

Turmeric .. 

24,092 

10,120 

28,571 

16,104 

Sesamum seed 

23,348 

9,767 


t • 

Salt 

288,085 

6,180 


.. 

Oil cake .. 

27,909 

2,850 

23,606 

2,624 

Pineapple fibre .. 

693 

1,826 

626 

1,571 

Bamboo shoots .. 

1,690 

1,669 

• « 

• • 

Beans, peas and pulse .. 

6,179 

1,644 

7,699 

2,050 

Miscellaneous .. 

• • 

10,035 

•• 

21,681 

Total 

•• 

416,184 

i • 

361,274 
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Table III.— HeL'urn showing the .Respective Shares of Anping 
and Takow in the Import Trade of Tainan during the Year 
1901. 





Anping. 

Takow. 

Articles. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fob vi on Goods. 

Cotton goods— 

Grey shirtings. 


Yards 

558,680 

£ 

4,275 


£ 

White shirtings.. 

... 

» 

564,476 

7,332 

... 

IH 

Miscellaneous . 

... 

... i 

... 

9,356 

... 

6 

Woollen goods— 

Camlets and lastings ... 


Yards 

150,945 

4,899 

735 

27 

Metals, miscellaneous 

t|| 

... 

4,041 

Ml 

... 

2,045 

Balls and fittings ... 

... 


• • • 

... 

24,715 

Kerosene . 

. . . 

Gallons ... 

594,020 

16,269 

163,535 

4,874 

Ginseng . 


Lbs. 

3,808 

1,463 

9 

14 

Flour . 

••• 

Cwts. 

22,098 

8,770 

2,343 

1,077 

Condensed milk . 

• *« 

Doren 

6,443 

1,644 

8 

4 

Chinese Produce. 

Bags, hemp. 

... 

Number ... 

145,442 

1,699 

76,485 

578 

Mata for packing. 

... 

»• 

1,016.860 

5,334 

276,190 

2,182 

467 

Joss-sticks. 

... 

C*fs. 

4,054 

2,111 

888 

Tobacco, prepared 


M ... 

8,277 

13,322 

198 

477 

Timber and planks 



... 

6,406 

... 

2,634 

Silk piece-goods . 


Yards 

4,180 

502 

17 

3 

Cotton piece-goods 

... 

*, 

1,492,330 

16,588 

305,956 

3,114 

.Silk and cotton mixture* 


M ••• 

25,23'J 

2,283 

182 

20 

Linen and cotton mixtures 

... 

,, ... 

277,571 

4,093 

18,950 

278 

Grass-cloths . 

... 

* • • t * 

93,132 

1,965 

2,5IjG 

7,598 

122 

Cotton, raw . 

•« 

Cwfft. 

1,168 

... 

... 

Paper . 



— 

4,675 


716 

Chinese liquor . 

Hi 

... 


428 

... 

11 

Porcelain and earthenware 

... 

... 


1,623 

... 

727 

Sundries . ... 

... 

... 


58,919 

ess 

>4,392 

Total . 



... 

179,466 

... 

58,483 

Japanese Produce. 

Fuh, salt and dried 


... 


3,165 


96 

Soy .. . 


... 


3,9€8 

... 

568 

ITovisions . 

... 

... 

... 

14,399 


640 

Drugs and medicines 




2.339 


15 

Bice . 



•M 

2,675 

... 

466 

Metalware. 




4,743 


541 

Oil . 


• *« 


884 

,,, 

315 

Paper . 


... 

... 

3,931 

... 

19 

Piece-goods . 

... 



26,828 

... 

3,642 

Tobacco, cut, and cigarettes 


... 

*•• 

2,858 

... 

132 

Sake .. 


... 


21,944 


1,690 

Beer . 

... 

... 

... 

6,526 


268 

Cement and lime ... 

... 


... 

458 

... 

2,991 

riricks and tiles . 


... 


1,622 


314 

Timber and planks 



... 

14,819 

... 

8,198 

15,273 

Bailway materials . 


»«• 

see 

... 


Matches . 


*•« 

ass 

7,27! 


401 

Sundries . 

... 

... 

... 

37,805 

... 

13,428 

Total . 


... 

... 

154,630 

... 

48,997 

Grand total ... 

... 

... 

... 

334,096 

... 

107,480 

Total import trade of 
Tainan . 

1 

... 


441,576 
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Table IV.— Return showing the respective Shares of Anping 
and Takow in the Export Trade of Tainan during the Year 
1901. 


Articles. 


Anping. 

Takow. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar, brown . • 

• « 

Cwts. 

292,245 

£ 

134,046 

Cwts. 

323,652 

£ 

140,970 

„ white 

9 • 

55,453 

39,175 

291 

174 

Rice ■ • • • 

• » 

11,401 

4,146 

72,569 

21,110 

Hemp 

• • 

8,893 

13,846 

125 

194 

Lungan pulp •• 

• • 

10,405 

10,882 

• • 

• • 

Lungans, dried •. 

e * 

15,098 

6,546 

303 

104 

Turmeric .. 

• • 

23,931 

17,510 

10,058 

7,457 

161 

62 

Sesamum seed 

• « 

5,838 

2,310 

Salt .« .« 

• « 

268,434 

5,466 

19,651 

714 

Oil cake .. M 

• • 

27,838 

2,840 

1,824 

71 

10 

Pineapple fibre .. 

• • 

692 

1 

2 

Bamboo shoots . - 

« « 

1,690 

1,669 

• • 

•♦ 

Beans, peas and pulse 

e e 

5,921 

1,578 

258 

66 

Miscellaneous 

4 • 

• • 

9,470 

*• 

1,465 

Total 

• • 

• • 

294,003 

• • 

167,181 

) 

Total export trade 
of Tainan 

• « 

i 


416,184 



Table V. —Return showing the Principal Articles of Import and 
Export at the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Kakoko 
during the years 1901 and 1900. 


Port of Toko (Tangkang). 
Imports. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

1 

Quantity. 1 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 



Gallons. 

£ 

r 

Gallons. 

£ 

Kerosene 

• t 

130,790 

3,798 

60,985 

1,742 

Timber and boards 

* • 

• ♦ 

1,575 

• • 

1,341 

Sundries ♦« 

• • 

• « 

7,905 

• • 

9,267 

Total 

• • 

1 

i 13,278 

■ • 

12,350 


Exports. 


1 

Articles. 

i 

1901. 

1909. 

Quantity, j 

Value. 

1 

Quantity. ' 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Rice 

41.755 

9,283 

43,380 

10,603 

Sundries 

! 

2,508 

• • 

637 

Total • • • • 

• • 

11,796 

1 : 

• • 

i 

J 

11,240 
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PORT OF I'OSBKI (TANGCHU). 

Imports. 




i 

1901. 

1900. 

Article*. 







Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 





£ 


£ 

Fish, salted 

Cwts. .. 

2,427 

1,344 

1,318 

643 

Kerosene .. 

Cotton piece-goods 

Gallons .. 

87,110 

2,695 

51,170 

1,642 

(Chinese) 

Porcelain and 

Yards .. 

361,122 

4,017 

501,639 

5,255 

earthenware 

• * 

• « 

1,067 

• * 

941 

Timber and boards.. 

., 

• • 

2,205 

• * 

2,739 

Sundries .. 

I 

• • 

• • 

10,710 

• • 

11,726 

Total 

• • 

l 

• • 

j 

22,038 

a * 

[ 

22,946 


Exports. 


Articles. 

. 

1901. 

1000. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

• • • • • • 

11,651 

7,071 

58,411 

16,690 

Seeds, sesamum .. 

12,901 

4,833 



Sugar, brown .. 

16,889 

7,241 

14,509 

5,230 

Beans, peas and pulse .. 
Hfdes or skins, un¬ 

6,046 

1,792 

6,653 

1,789 

dressed 

1,678 

1,439 

• * 

• • 

Oil cakes 

22,501 

2,522 

10,526 

1,107 

Sundries 

• • 

1 

2,989 

i 

* • i 

7,592 

1 otul •. .. 

• • 

27,887 

1 

1 i 

32,408 


Port ok Makyi: (Maki'Sg). 
Imports. 


Articles. 

m 

Quantity. 

)1. 

Value. 

19< 

Quantity. 

DO. 

Value. 

Flour 

Cwts. .. 2,985 

£ 

1,505 

1,769 

£ 

846 

Tobacco, cut ; and 
cigarettes 


2,420 

• • 

444 

Kerosene .. 

Gallon. .. 73,820 

2,185 

35,330 

1,049 

Cotton piece-goods 

- • I-. ‘ 



(Chinese) . 

Yards ,. ! 243,057 

2,831 

256,986 

3,035 

Timber and boards: 


4,756 

• • 

1,756 

Sundries.... .. 


19,460 

* a 

7,240 

Total 

• • 4 4 • 

33,157 

•• 

14,870 
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Exports. 


Articles. 


1901. 

1900. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Rice.. 

Cwt8. 

9,679 

£ 

2,118 

14,200 

£ 

4,500 

Seeds, eeaaraum 

)t • • 

7,821 

2,515 

,, 

, t 

Oil cake 

J» • • 

30,339 

3,453 

8,666 

1,131 

Salt. 

>i • • 

18,460 

1,947 


# 9 

Tips 

Number.. 

3,580 

2,340 

• • 

m m 

Sundries 

•« 

3,847 

• • 

2,935 

Total 

• 9 

•• 

1G,220 

• • 

8,566 


Pout of Kakoko (Yeokau). 
Imports. 


Articles. 


1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1900.- 

Quantity. 1 Taluo. 

Kerosene .. ,, 

Gallons «. 

42,175 

£ 

1,242 

15,475 

£ 

443 

Cotton piece-goods 
(Chinese) 

Yards .. 

425,031 

4,547 

452,018 

4,692 

Timber and boards 

I 

i 

1,533 

• • 

1,315 

Sundries 

• • i 

* - j 

7,061 

• • 

7,031 

Total 


i 

• 

14,383 

• 9 

13,4S4 



Exports. 





1901. 1900. 


Articles. 


Rice 

Sugar, brown .. 
Oil cake 
Sundries 

Total.. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

11,091 

3,272 

34,686 

10,968 

28,243 

12,050 

8,254 

3,082 

23,807 

2,218 

18,770 

1,884 

•• 

4,372 

9 9 

3,061 

* * 

21,912 

9 • 

1 

18,985 


Appendix. 

Regulations for the Encouragement of the Sugar Industry. 

I, Persons engaged in the cultivation of sugar caue or tin- 
manufacture of sugar, who are deemed suitable by the Governor- 
General of Formosa, shall be granted bounties towards the follow¬ 
ing expenses •— 

1. The purchase of sugar cane shoots and manure. 

2. Reclaiming land. 

3. Irrigation and drainage, 

4. The purchase of machinery and plant for the manufacture 
of sugar. 
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If considered necessary by the Governor-General of Formosa, 
instead of money, the actual articles may be given or lent. 

II. Subsidies may be granted to persons who engage in the 
manufacture of sugar with a quantity of materials fixed by the 
Governor-General of Formosa. 

III. Persons who reclaim Government land for the purpose 
of cultivating sugar cane shall be leased the land free of charges, 
and upon the completion of the work of reclamation of the whole 
area of land, shall be granted free of charge proprietary rights in 
the industry. 

IV. Persons who have been granted proprietary rights in the 
industry in accordance with the previous Article, or persons who 
have been granted the expenses for reclaiming land in accordance 
with Article I, may not, without the sanction of the Governor- 
General of Formosa, abandon the cultivation of sugar cane on the 
reclaimed land. 

V. When the land on which irrigation or drainage work is to 
be carried out is Government land it will be leased free of charges 
to persons undertaking the work. 

VI. Money given or articles given or lent in accordance with 
these regulations may not be spent or used for any other purpose. 

VII. Persons who have received a bounty or to whom articles 
have been either given or lent for the purpose of irrigation or 
drainage of sugar plantations may not, without the sanction of the 
Governor-General of Formosa, plant other things (than sugar cane) 
within, or irrigate outside, the plantation. 

VIII. Persons who have received a bounty towards the 
expenses of machinery and plant for sugar manufacture, or to 
whom articles have been given or lent for that purpose, as well as 
persons who have received a subsidy under Article II, may not, 
without the sanction of the Governor-General of Formosa, abandon 
the work or discontinue it for longer than one sugar manufacturing 
season. 

IX. The provisions of Articles IV to VIII apply to the 
successors of the persons therein mentioned. 

X. Money to be granted or articles given in accordance with 
these regulations may not be made the subject of attachment on 
behalf of the rights of a third party. 

XI. The Governor-General of Formosa may issue instructions 
concerning matters necessary for the sugar industry to persons 
who have received a bounty or subsidy, or to whom articles have 
been given or lent in accordance with these regulations. ' 

XII. In case of a breach of Article IV, of Articles VI to VIII, 
or of instructions issued under these regulations is committed, the 
Governor-General of Formosa may order the stoppage or refund of 
the bounty or subsidy and the return of the land and articles granted. 

XIII. No claim for compensation for loss in regard to the 
measures taken under these regulations, or under the instructions 
issued in accordance with these regulations, may be made. 

XFV. Necessary stipulations, other than those fixed by these 
regulations, may be made by the Governor-General of Formosa. 

June 14, 1902. 

<1400 10 | 0? —H & 5 183) 
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Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 2908. 


Report on the Trade of the Constdar District of Tainan (South 
Formosa ) fur the Year 1902 

By Mr. Acting-Consul Griffiths. 

(Tainan, March 23,1903; received at Foreign Office, May 19, 1003.) 

The return of the foreign trade of Formosa for the year 1902 statistics, 
has not yet been issued by the Government-General, but the customs howoompiled. 
authorities at this port have courteously permitted me to refer to 
their records of imports and exports for the past year and I have 
thus been enabled to compile the statistics given in this report earlier 
than would otherwise have been possible. 

The total trade of this district, comprising the two ports of Anping Total trade, 
and Takow, during the year 1902 amounted to 919,819/., of which 
423,311/. represents imports and 496,508/. represents exports. 

Compared with the figures for 1901 the returns for the past year Comparison 
show an increase in the total trade of 62,059/., or more than 7 per prenous 
cent. Imports have slightly declined, but exports show a very 7 ®* 1 ’" 
large increase, amounting to 80,324/., or nearly 20 per cent. 

The following comparative table gives the values for each year as 
well as the average of the five years 1897-1901 inclusive :— 



l 

1 

Value. 


Increase or Decrease 
in 1902 compared aith— 


1902. 

1901. 

Average, 

1897-1901. 

1901. 

Average, 

1897-1901. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

423,311 

441,676 

364,161 

- 18,266 

+ 59,150 

Exports .. | 

496,508 

416,184 

339,762 

+ 80,324 

+ 106,766 

Total .. 

i 

' 919,819 

t 

857,760 

753,913 

+ 62,069 

+ 165,906 


I am unable to give statistics of the share which each foreign Trade with 
country had in the trade of this district during the year 1902, but the “ nd 
following table shows the value of exports and imports to and from countries. 
Japan and to and from foreign countries respectively:— 

(289) 
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Share of 
British 
and other 
merchants in 
the trade of 
the port. 


Imports. 


Kerosene. 


Countrj. 

Value. 

Export*. 

Imports. 

Total. 

Japan •• •« 

Foreign countries •. .« 

£ 

347,772 

148,736 

£ 

219,857 

203,454 

£ 

567,629 

352,190 

Total 

496,508 i 

423,311 

919,819 


Of the trade with foreign countries practically the whole of the 
exports and about seven-tenths of the imports are the share of 
China, while the balance of the imports are divided between the 
United States of America and the United Kingdom in the proportion, 
as regards value, of about three to two, America supplying kerosene 
oil and dour and the United Kingdom cotton and woollen goods, 
miscellaneous metals and condensed milk. 

With the exception of the import of kerosene oil and flour, the 
import trade of this port with foreign countries is entirely in the 
hands of Chinese merchants, nor is there any prospect of British 
merchants being able to compete advantageously. The trade is, 
comparatively speaking, small, and is on the decline, in the face of 
Japanese competition, all goods from Japan entering Formosa free 
of duty. 

While British goods are bought in Hong-Kong and retailed in this 
district by Chinese merchants, imports from America, namely, 
kerosene oil and flour, are almost entirely in the hands of the British 
merchants established at this port. 

Imports with Japan are dealt with by Japanese and natives, no 
British merchant having so far been able to successfully compete in 
this trade. 

As regards exports to Japan, sugar (about three-fourths of the 
crop), rice and salt, the last is a Government monopoly, but of the 
two former the British merchants here have a considerable share. 

Although the total value of imports into this district during 
1902 shows a decline when compared with the value of the previous 
year, the value of imports in which British merchants at the port were 
concerned considerably increased, the import of kerosene and flour 
during 1902 being largely in excess both as regards quantity and 
value, not only of the import during the previous year but also of the 
average import of the previous five years. 

The import of kerosene in 1902 was 274,555 gallons in quantity 
and 6,940f. in value in excess of the import during the previous year. 
Of the total amount imported, namely, 103,211 cases containing 
10 gallons each, 98,000 cases came to British firms, while the remain¬ 
ing 5,211 cases were brought over from the mainland by native 
(Chinese) dealers, chiefly in junks. 

Of the 98,000 cases imported by British merchants, 75,000 cases 
contained American oil (“ Comet ” brand), while 23,000 cases 
oontainedLangkatoil. No Russian oil was imported during the year. 
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Sales of American oil during the year exceeded all previous tui— and 
records,. Prices for the American “ Comet ” brand averaged 2 dol. P 1- * 004 °* 

80 c. (is. 2d. to 6«. 2d.) per case until the end of September. In Oomet 0l1, 
October, however, owing to the fall in silver, there was a sudden rise 
in price and a steady advance continued to the end of the year, 
when the market stood as high as 3 dol. 70 c. (6s. 8 Jd.) per case, 
with every prospect of a further rise. 

The rise in prices is attributable chiefly to the depreciation of 
silver, but it would seem, in view of the simultaneous increase in the 
sterling rate of prices, that other factors were at work in America to 
bring about this high range of prices. 

It is of interest to note that whereas hitherto all oil from America Proposed 
has been sent to Hong-Kong and there transhipped to this port, with direct 
the result that a considerable leakage and consequent loss has fronTth* 1 " 
invariably taken place, it is for the future proposed to induce direct United state* 
shipments from the United States to Tainan. The first of these °* ^“erica. 
shipments—25,000 cases of “ Comet ” oil—arrived at the port by 
British ship from New York on February 18 of the present year 
(1903). The change will, it is expected, result in a considerable 
reduction in the laying down cost of the oil. 

Flour was imported to the amount of 24,720 cwts. in quantity Flour, 
and 10,4361. in value, an increase of 279 cwts. in quantity and 5891. 
in value as compared with the import of 1901, and a large increase 
of 6,166 cwts. valued at 2,0711. over the average import of the 
previous five years. The flour imported is American, chiefly from 
the mills of the Sperry Flour Company of San Francisco. 

Other imports call for little notice, with the exception of mats Other 
used for packing sugar; all imports from China show a decrease as import*, 
compared with the average import for the previous five years, such 
decrease being principally due to the fact that articles from Japan 
which enter Formosa free of duty are rapidly supplanting the similar 
articles which used to be almost exclusively imported from China, 
but on which heavy customs duties are levied. 

Thus tobacco for native consumption, the average import ofTobacoo. 
which from China during the five years 1897-1901 was over 25,0001., Decraaae in 
was, during 1902, imported from China to the value of only 1,3921., 
while tobacco from Japan (chiefly cigarettes, which are now largely tobacco, 
smoked by the natives of Formosa) was imported during the year to incren» in 
the value of 13,0251., an increase of more than 10,0001. over the import of 
value of the import during any previous year. When it is stated 
that an ad valorem duty of 150 per cent, is levied on tobacco imported Dnty on 
from abroad the above mentioned state of affairs can be readily tobacco, 
understood. 

Other imports are briefly referred to in the return of the principal 
articles of import given in Table I appended to this report. 

The total export trade of Tainan in 1902 amounted in value to Export*. 
496,5081., which is the largest amount since the occupation of this 
district by the Japanese in the autumn of 1895. Compared with 
the figures for 1901, exports during 1902 show an increase of 80,3241. 
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and an increase of 106,756/. over the average value of exports for 
the five years 1897-1901. 

As in previous years the most important item of exports was 
sugar, the principal product of South Formosa. Of the total value of 
exports in 1902, 496,508/., the value of the export of sugar alone 
represented 414,52 81., or more than 83 per cent., rice to the value of 
15,451/., hemp 12,965/., and salt 12,568/., the last a Government 
monopoly, figuring next in value on the list of exports. 

•ug*r to Jap*n following table gives the quantity and value of sugar 

and China and exported from Tainan to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong respec- 
Hong.Kong. tively during 1902 :— 


Description. 

Japan. 

China art! Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brown sugar 

White „ »«. 

Cwts. 

873,062 

9,271 

£ 

311,403 

5,314 

Cwts. 

186,123 

54,406 

£ 

60,634 

87,127 

Cwts. 

809,185 

63,677 

£ 

372,087 

42,441 

Total 

682,333 

316,717 

190,529 

97,811 

872,862 

414,528 


Sugar. 


Export of 


Comparison 

with 

previous 

jean. 


Compared with the export during the year 1901, and also with 
the average export of the years 1897-1901, the above table shows the 
following increases and decreases:— 


1901. 


Description. 

Japan. 

China and Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. | Value. 

Quantity. Value. 

Brown sugar 

White „ ...| 

Total 

Cwts. 

+ 171,422 
+ 4,953 

£ 

+ 85,746 

+ 1,967 

Cwts. £ 

+ 21,866 ;+ 11,825 

+ 2,980 + 1,125. 

Cwts. £ 

+ 193,283 1+ 97,071 

+ 7,933 j+ 3,092 

+ 176,373 

+ 87,713 

|+ 24,846 12,450 

+ 201,221 U 100,163 


1897-1901 (Average). 


i 

Description. 

Japan. 

China and Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

Quantity. | Value. 

Quantity. 

1 

i Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brown sugar 

White „ 

Total 

Cwts. 1 £ 

+ 296,948 + 163,328 
- 8,437 - 2,526 

Cwts. 

- 94,982 

- 7,864 

£ 

- 27,825 

- 1,189 

Cwts. 

+ 201,966 
- 11,301 

£ 

+ 135,508 
~ 3.7M 

+ 293,Ml + 160,803 

- 102,846 

- 29,014 

4- 190,665 

+ 131,786 


From the above figures it will be seen that there were a large 
increase in the amount of brown sugar exported to Japan as compared 
with the average amount of previous years, while the trade with 
China showed a considerable decline. As‘a matter of fact the ten¬ 
dency of the local Chinese merchants in Tainan is now to ship their 
sugar as far as possible to Japan and not, as formerly, exclusively 
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to China. Not only are better prices realised in Kobe and Yokohama 
than in the northern ports of China, but shippers to Japan have 
less trouble to contend with at the local custom-houses here than 
those who export to China. 

The bulk of the sugar export trade with Japan (Kobe and Yoko- Exporter* 
hama) is at present in the hands of three British firms and five *° Ja P an - 
Chinese (Formosa) firms, a small portion being dealt with by a few 
occasional Japanese and Chinese traders of minor importance. 

The British firms in 1902 did about 40 per cent, of the trade, the Shar * of 
five Chinese firms about 55 per cent, and the occasional shippers ,„ erc }j ant< in 
about 5 per cent. No British merchants export sugar to China, the trade, 
the trade being entirely in the hands of Chinese, whose powerful 
guilds in the north of China keep out any competition by foreigners. 

The Formosa crop in 1902 was a good one. Of the total output, Crop in 1902. 
1,066,022 cwts., 907,826 cwts. were exported and 158,196 cwts. 
were consumed in the island. Of the above total export, 872,862 
cwts. were shipped from the South Formosa port of Tainan (Anping 
and Takow), while only 34,964 cwts. went from the north of the island. 

In Table III appended to this report a list is given of the sugar- Sugar- 
producing districts in Formosa, the number of acres under cane districuTnd 
cultivation, the number of manufacturers and the amount of sugar number of 

manufactured in 1902. cultivation" 

The market may be said to have opened early in March by the Market in 
purchase by British merchants of Takow ordinary brown sugar for 1903 . 
shipment to Japan at 4 dol. 60 c. per picul (7s. 2 Jd. per cwt.), against 
4 dol. 25 c. (7s. 4d. per cwt.) paid for first sugars in 1901. In conse¬ 
quence, however, of large stocks in Japan, held over from the pre¬ 
vious year (one Philippine firm alone held as much as 200,000 piculs 
(238,095 cwts.) in Yokohama and Kobe), business was most difficult. 

The Japanese merchants in Yokohama declined to transmit the usual 
orders for sugar, preferring to let shippers run the risk of the market. 

The latter, on the other hand, refused to submit to this arrangement, 
and for several months large shipments went forward to be stored 
in Yokohama and Kobe. When the Formosa season closed con¬ 
siderable stocks were consequently lying at Yokohama and little or 
no business could be profitably transacted. Prices did not improve 
during the autumn, and it was only in November, when reports of a 
poor beet crop in Europe caused 100,000 piculs (119,048 cwts.) of 
Ilo-ilo sugar, stored at Yokohama, to be exported to the United 
Kingdom and about 40,000 piculs (49,619 cwts.) to North America, 
that prices recovered and shippers were enabled to dispose of their 
stocks at a small profit. On the whole the season may be said to 
have been one of the most unsatisfactory ones on record. 

At the close of the year prices in Yokohama ex go-down ruled for Prices at end 
Tainan and Takow better grade sugars from 5 yen 25 sen to 5 yen of 1902 - 
60 sen per picul (9s. Id. to 9s. 8d. per cwt.) and for Takow ordinary 
brown, 4 yen 70 sen to 5 yen 10 sen per picul (8s. l£d. to 8s. 9$d. 
per cwt.). 

The Osaka Shosen Kwaisha (Osaka Merchant Shipping Company) Freight*. 
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Banking 

facilities. 


Sugar 

factories. 


made a season's contract with the principal exporters to take all 
their Bugar to the Japan ports, the rate being 22 sen a bag of 1 picul 
(about 4|d. per cwt.) from Takow or Anping to Yokohama, and 
20 sen a bag (a little over 4 d. per cwt.) to Kobe. Occasional shippers 
of small lots had to pay 30 sen a bag (6£d. per cwt.) to Yokohama. 

The financing of the Formosan sugar trade in 1902 was done in 
about equal proportions by the Japanese banks, Taiwan Ginko (Bank 
of Formosa) and Sanjushi Ginko (the 34th Bank), and the foreign 
banks in Hong-Kong and Japan. At times the Formosan rate of 
exchange did not correspond with the outside market rate and 
attracted business when in favour of exporters. The bulk of the 
Chinese business is done by the Japanese banks, owing to the fact 
that the latter allow overdrafts and accept blank bills (no docu* 
ments attached). This allows exporters easier financing and at 
times accommodation bills. 

There are two sugar mills with steam power at present at work in 
this district, one, the Nakagawa Factory in Tainan, a private concern, 
subsidised by the Government-General, the other, the Formosa 
Sugar Factory, a registered company largely under Government 
control. In addition to these two Japanese factories, a native 
company was formed in the spring of last year (1902), with a capital 
of 200,000 dol. (about 15,600?.) to work another sugar mill in the 
Tainan district. The mill, which comes from America and cost „ 
about 1,300?., will have a capacity of 5 tons of sugar per diem. The 
factory will be ready for work in the coming season, about November 
next. No foreign merchants have as yet invested any capital in 
sugar mills in South Formosa under the regulations promulgated by 
the Government-General on June 14, 19Q2, for the encouragement 


Introduetion 
of foreign 
machinery 
encouraged by 
G-ovemmenfc. 


The Formosa 

Sugar 

Factory. 


of the sugar industry, a translation of which was given in the report 
(supplementary) of the trade of this district for the year 1901. 

As the Government-General, however, is strongly urging and 
encouraging the introduction of foreign cane-crushing machinery, 
it is most probable that many small mills will be erected by native 
sugar manufacturers in the near future. The mills most likely to 
be required will be those with a capacity of turning out from 3 to 5 
tons of sugar per diem (12 hours). 

The Formosa Sugar Factory, which commenced work at the end 
of 1901, was estimated to be able to turn out about 30 tons of sugar 
a day, or about 4,600 tons during a season of 150 working days, but 
up to the present, owing to various causes, such as lack of experience 
in working the machinery, and consequent frequent stoppages, as 
well as to difficulty in getting a sufficient quantity of cane, this esti¬ 
mate has not been realised. The output during last year (1902) 
was less than 20,000 piculs (1,190 tons). 

The capital of the company is 1,000,000 yen (about 100,00$.) 
in 50 yen shares. The receipts and expenditure for the year 1902 
were as follows ;— 
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Receipts. 



Amount. 


Yen. 

Subsidy 

55,780 

Proceeds of sale of sugar, Ac. 

136,696 

Miscellaneous M .. .. 

10,878 

Total • • • ■ • • 

203,354 


Expenditure. 


Material 

« • 

• • • • 

Amount. 

Yen. 

104,082 

Taxes 


• « • • 

24,491 

Salaries and wages.. 

« « 

• • » « 

12,085 

Travelling expenses 

• • 


3,355 

Miscellaneous 

• « 


9,728 

Balance .. ,, 

■ • 

« « • • 

49,633 

Total 

• • 

« « • 1 

203,354 


Out of the balance of 49,633 yen (about 5,105/.) a dividend of 
1,683 yen per share was paid, absorbing 33,660 yen (3,462/.). 

It is satisfactory to note that the three crushing mills in use at Machinery, 
the factory as well as two out of the three engines are of British British, 
manufacture, and, I am informed, give every satisfaction. They 
were purchased for the company in Glasgow by the London agency 
of the Japanese firm of Mitsui Brothers. 

The export of rice in 1902 was about three-fifths that in 1901, Rice, 
and less than half the average export for the previous five years. 

This was due entirely to the failure of the rice crop of 1902, caused Shortage of 
by drought in the latter part of 1901. The export to Japan was con- f rop ln 1902 
fined mainly to the earlier part of the year when, a shortage in the j*^ D rt 
Japan crop being contemplated, prices there made it possible to 
ship from his district. Before May, however, when the South 
Formosa (Hozan) spring crop was reaped, prices in Japan had 
declined on the arrival of heavy foreign shipments, and also on more 
favourable reports being issued as to the crop in Japan itself. 

The export to China was very small, owing to rice being for the Export to 
greater part of the year cheaper there than in Formosa, and a quantity China, 
that was sent over in junks from Takow was sold at a heavy loss. 

The want of proper irrigation is the cause of much loss in the Want of 
agricultural districts. In many places there are rivers right along- P™P er . 
side of the fields, but the natives have no pumps capable of lifting imga lon ’ 
the water in sufficient quantity up the 30 feet or so of bank ; 10 to 
12 feet being the limit to which the crude native pumps, worked by 
foot, can attain. 
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Rice mill*. 


Openings for 

British 

machinery. 


Need for 
fuller 

information 
in catalogues 
supplied by 
British firms. 


Compared 

with 

catalogues 
of American 
firms. 


Comparison 

between 

British and 

American 

rice-hullere 

at present in 

use. 


The Government is paying serious attention to this question of 
irrigation, and farmers are being encouraged by subsidies to adopt 
more practical methods than those hitherto in use. 

There are two rice mills at work in the district, one in Takow and 
one in Anping, the capactiy of each being 20 tons a day of 10 working 
hours. The machinery was purchased in the United States of 
America. Both mills work satisfactorily, and it is likely, I am 
informed, that more mills of a similar kind will be erected in this 
district in the near future. 

In this connection, as well as in the matter of the requirements 
of sugar mills and irrigation machinery, there would seem to be an 
opening for the sale of British-made machinery. 

In a memorandum on the subject published in the Board of 
Trade Journal of August 7,1902, itwas stated that a British company, 
established in South Formosa, were likely to become purchasers of 
British machinery, and were desirous of having detailed catalogues 
and price lists giving full information concerning rice-milling 
machinery, sugar cane crushing, and brown and refined sugar manu¬ 
facturing machinery, as well as irrigation machinery. It was further 
stated that the catalogues hitherto supplied by British manufacturers 
gave very scanty information as compared with those furnished by 
American firms. 

The following further remarks on the same subject, contributed 
by the manager of the rice mills at work in this district, may be of 
interest to home manufacturers :— 

“ American manufacturers seem to prepare their catalogues 
with a view to catering for farmers, the information they supply 
being most complete, not only specifying the construction and 
particulars of the parts of the machinery but actually giving much 
information as to the working of the mill, with a deal of miscellaneous 
information likely to be useful to the miller. Prices of American 
machines are about 20 to 30 per cent, cheaper than those of British 
machines, but the latter are of heavier construction and last longer. 
Improvements, however, are being made at such a rapid rate now-a- 
days, that it may well be considered whether it is not more profitable 
to buy machinery which costs 30 per cent, less to last only 
half the time than to buy heavily built machinery at increased first 
cost, which, before long, would be more or less out of date, too good 
to be discarded, but too obsolete to compete with machinery having 
the latest improvements. Then again the lighter build of a machine 
decreases the power required to drive it. 

“ We ha^e a sheller made in America capable of shelling 20 tons 
of paddy a day with 6 horse-power, against a British machine of the 
same capacity now used in the Takow mill which requires 20 horse¬ 
power. These are facts to be weighed by intending users, especially 
in a new country, where the use of machinery is opposed to the old 
established customs of the natives and where the first cost is a great 
consideration since the purchase would be an experiment regarded 
as more or less risky. British manufacturers seem to cater only for 
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establishments having a practical engineer on the spot, who under¬ 
stands the whole machinery, while British catalogues contain only 
bald specifications and little or nothing in the way of detailed infor¬ 
mation.” 

Other exports call for no special mention, with the exception of Other export*, 
salt, the export of which is a Government monopoly, they are princi- Salt " 
pally agricultural produce in the hands of natives and exported to 
China. 

The following table gives the value of the import and export Trade of other 
trade for 1902-1901 of the four ports opened in this district to foreign °P® n port* in 
trade in 1899 the di,trict - 


Tort. 


1902. 



1901. 


Import*. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


Tok5 •«* 

Toseki. 

Makyu (Pescadores). 
Hokkokel . 

* 

11,324 

8,962 

26,834 

8,188 

£ i 

7.346 j 
0,082 | 
7,615 
12,188 

£ 

18,070 

15,044 

34,449 

20,370 

£ 

13,278 

22,038 

33,157 

14,383 

£ 

11,790 

27,887 

16,220 

21,912 

£ 

25,074 

49,925 

49,377 

30,295 

Total .. 

56,308 

33,831 

89,139 

82,850 

77,815 

160,071 


The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export to and from the four ports respectively are given in Tables 
IV and V appended to this report, while a return of the shipping 
entered and cleared at the ports during 1902 is given in Table VII. 

Complete returns of all shipping for the year 1902 are given in shipping. 
Table VI appended to this report. 

The total number of vessels,exclusive of junks,entered and cleared Total for 
during the year was 667 of 795,472 tons, of which 335 vessels of 1902. 
400,396 tons entered and 332 vessels of 395,076 tons cleared. 

Compared with the returns for the year 1901 the above figures Compared 
show a decrease of 19 vessels of 11,033 tons entered and a decrease with 1901. 
of 30 vessels of 25,964 tons cleared. 

The number of foreign-going ships entered and cleared during Forcign-goin„ 
1902 was 107 vessels of 81,256 tons, of which 55 vessels of 43,288 ship*, 
tons entered and 52 vessels of 37,968 tons cleared. 1002 ' * or 

Compared with 1901 this shows an increase of 10 vessels and 29 compared 
tons in the amount of shipping entered, and an increase of 7 vessels with 1901 . 
and decrease of 3,811 tons in the amount of shipping cleared. 

British shipping entered and cleared to the number of 36 vessels British, 
of 30,170 tons, Japanese shipping to the number of 65 vessels of Japanese 
46,118 tons, and German shipping to the number of 6 vessels of j Gcrman 
4,968 tons. Compared with the returns for 1901 the above figures 
show as regards British shipping an increase of 7 vessels and a 
decrease of 1,832 tons, and as regards Japanese shipping an increase 
of 8 vessels and a decrease of 5,126 tons. No German vessels 
entered or cleared the port during 1901. 

With the exception of two sailing ships which brought timber Cargoes of 
from Foochow, the British vessels which visited this port during last British 
year came from Hong-Kong or Swatow, chiefly in ballast, and loaded ve,se1 '- 
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here with general cargo, principally sugar, for the northern coast 
ports of China—Ningpo, Shanghai and Tientsin. No British or 
foreign vessel cleared for the Japan ports during the year, the large 
sugar and rice export to Japan being carried exclusively in Japanese 


Japanese 

steamship 
lines : 
Anping- 
Hong-Kong 
line. 

Subsidy. 

Takow- 

Yokohama 

line. 

Subsidy. 


Round the 
island service. 


Subsidy. 


steamers. 

The Osaka Shosen Kwaisha (Osaka Merchant Shipping Company) 
continued throughout the year to run a fortnightly steamer service 
between Anping and Hong-Kong vi& Amoy and Swatow, and for this 
line received from the Government-General a subsidy of 61,028 yen 
(6,278Z.). They also in April started a service of two return 
voyages a month from Takow to Yokohama vi& Anping, Kelung, 
Nagasaki, Moji, Ujina and Kob6. Two large steamers were placed 
on the run and the company received a subsidy of 124,800 yen 
(12,837Z.). 1902 was the first year of a direct steamer service between 
the ports of Japan and the southern ports of Formosa. The service 
was very popular and successful. 

In addition to the Anping-Hong-Kong and the Takow-Yokohama 
lines, the Osaka Shosen Kwaisha also ran a subsidised service of 
steamers round the coast of Formosa throughout the year. Two 
return voyages a month were made from Kelung to Anping via the 
ports Soo, Karenko, Pinam, Garambi on the east coast, and 
Taihanro and Takowon the south-west coast, and back vi& Pescadores 
and Tokatsu Kutsu, and from Kelung to Takow, vi§, Tokatsu Kutsu, 
Pescadores and Anping, and back viAthe east coast ports as above. 
The subsidy received by the company for this line was 143,825 yen 


Juok trade 
decrease. 


Subsidy to 
British ice 
company. 


Rote of 
exchange. 

Sources of 
information. 


(14,794Z.). 

The number of sea-going junks entered and cleared during 1902 
was smaller than in the previous year, the total number and tonnage 
for 1902 being 293 of 8,385 tons against 384 of 11,290 tons entered 
and cleared in 1901. 

The subsidy of 3,000 yen {308 l.) granted last year to the South 
Formosa Ice Company by the Government-General, and referred to 
in the reports on the trade of this district for 1901, has been granted 
also for the present financial year April 1, 1903, to March 31,1904, 
on the same conditions as before. 

All calculations in this report have been made at the rate of 
1 yen equals 2*. Of fd. 

I am indebted to the customs authorities at this port for kindly 
furnishing me with the statistics from which the returns of export 
and import have been compiled, as well as to Mr. A. W. Bain, of 
Messrs. Bain and Co.; Mr. R. N. Ohly, of Messrs. Tait and 
Co.; and Mr. Harry Hastings, the manager of the South 
Formosa Trading Company at this port, for much information 
respecting the export and import trade during the year. 
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Recapitulation. 



Toial Value. 

Increase 
or Decrease in 


1903. 

1901. 

1902 

compared with 
1901. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Foreign gooda and Chinese produce.. 

203,454 

237,019 

34,493 

Japanese produce •• •• 

219,857 

203,627 

+ 16,230 

T otel •. •• •* 

423,311 

441,570 

18,205 


( 280 ) 
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Table III.— RetUUN giving a List of Districts in Formosa in 
which Sugar is Produced, the Number of Acres under 
Cultivation, the Number of Manufacturers and the Amount 
of Sugar Manufactured in 1902. 


District (Cho). 


Area under 
Cultivation. 

Manufacturers. 

Amount of 
Sugar 

Manufactured 
in 1902. 

Giran .. 

• • 

• 4 

Acres. 

413 

Number. 

6 

Cwls. 

1,316 

Shinko »i • § 

• • 

• a 

47 

• • 

• • 

T&ihoku. • 

• • 

• • 

1,533 

19 

16,279 

Toeliien .. 

• * 

• • 

157 

7 

776 

Shinchiku 

• i 


2,267 

95 

16,619 

Byoritsu., *. 

• • 


667 

59 

7,234 

Taichu .. 

• 9 

• • 

574 

23 

11,386 

Nan to i < • ■ 

• • 

• • 

1,739 

36 

15,211 

bhokwa • • • • 

• • 

• • 

368 

16 

8,574 

Toroku .. 

• • 

• • 

1,193 

33 

23,845 

Kagi 

• • 

• • 

2,839 

100 

123,704 

Ensuiko,. 

• • 

« • 

7,383 

185 

277,928 

Tainan ,, . „ 

• • 

• • 

3,834 

258 

207,228 

Hozan .• 

* « 

• • 

4,4S6 

238 

182,741 

6,907 

Banehorjo 

• * 

• • 

241 

10 

Ako • • • • 

• • 

• • 

5,504 

197 

165,378 

Koshun. • 

• • 

• • 

4 

• # 

• • 

Taito 

• • 

• • 

69 

18 

995 

Total 

• • 

• • 

33,323 

1,300 

1,066,022 
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Table VI. —Return of all Shipping at the Port of Tainan 
during the Years 1902-1901. 

Entered. 




Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Tear. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

i 

| Tonnage. 

1 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British . 

1903 

ia 

14,051 

2 . 

1,034 

18 

15,065 


1901 

n 

13,947 

4 

2,031 

15 

15,978 

German 

1902 

a 

2,484 

... 

•M 

3 

2,484 

French 

1901 

• i 

896 



. 1 

896 

Japanese. 

1902 

24 

25,719 



34 

25,719 

1901 

29 

.26,385 - 

■pH 

Ml 

29 

26,385 

Total. 

1902 

53 

42.254 


1,031 

55 

43,283 


1901 

41 

41,228 


2,031 

45 

43,259 

Junks, Japanese... 

1902 

• •• 

*•* 

83 

1,976 

83 

1,976 


1901 

... 

• •• 

108 

2,445 

108 • 

2.4^ 

„ Chinese ... 

1902 

• •• 


68 

2,S2G 

68 

2,3V6 

Japanese, coast- 

1901 

• •t 

... 

117 

4,050 

117 

4,050 

wise . 

1902 

280 

357,108 

• •• 


280 

357,103 


1901 

309 

368,170 



309 

368,170 

Grand total ... 

1902 

333 

399,362 

153 

5,336 

486 

404 698 


1901 

350 

409,398 

229 

8,520 

579 

417,924 


Cleared. 




Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Year. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vesseis. 

l 

| Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British . 

1902 

16 

14,051 

3 

1,034 

18 

15,085 

German . 

1901 

12 

13,993 

4 


16 

16,024 

1902 

3 

2,484 > 

see 


3 

2,484 

French ... 

1901 

1 

896 

t se 


1 

896 

Japanese ... 

1902 

31 

20,399 

lee 


31 

20,399 

1901 

28 

24,869 



28 

24,859 

Total ... ... 

1902 

50 

36,934 

2 

1,031 

62 

37,968 


1901 

41 

39,748 

4 

2,031 

45 

41,779 

Junks, Japanese... 

1902 

wpm 

... 

62 


62 

1,541 

1901 



60 


60 

1,469 

», Chinese ... 

1902 



80 

IHEhHi 

80 

2,542 

Japanese, coast- 

1901 


• •4 

99 

£ ■ 

99 

3,326 

wise 

1902 

KESv / 

357,108 

••• 


280 

357,108 


1901 

317 

379,261 

... 

mm 1 

317 

279,261 

Grand total ... 

1902 

330 

394,042 

144 

6,117 

474 

399,159 


1901 

358 

419,009 

163 

6,826 

621 

425,835 
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Table VII. —Return of all Shipping (Exclusive of Junks, Coast¬ 
wise) at the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei 
during the Year 1902. 

Entered. 




Steamers. 

Junks. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nationality, 

Number 

of 

V'ess els 

1 

Tonnage 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese. 


• •• 


826 

30 

826 


Chinese. 

• •• 

' 

... 

21 

412 

23 

412 


Total 

... 

... 

53 

1,238 

53 

1,238 

Toseki . 

Japanese. 

... 




25 

€67 


Chinese.. 

... 




40 

845 


Total 


... 

65 

1,612 

G5 

1,612 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

Japancic (eoaat- 

. 

147 

193,27 ft 

CO 

1,387 

207 

199,662 


Chi .lest . 

... 

. 

23 

694 

23 

694 


Total 

147 

193,275 

83 

1,981 

230 

200,256 

Hokkok i 

Japanese. 

... 


4 

122 

4 

122 


Chinese. 

... 

... 

2d 

1,187 

28 

1,187 


Total 

SSI 

... 

32 

1,303 

32 

1.3C9 


Cleared. 




Steamers. 

Junks. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese. 

• •• 

... 

32 

701 

32 

791 


Chinese. 

see 

set 

20 

394 

20 

394 


Total 

see 


62 

1,185 

mm 

1,185 

Toeuki . 

Japanese. 

• • • 

... 

14 

400 

14 

400 


Chinese .. 

... 


37 

787 

87 

787 


Total 

... 

... 

61 

1,187 

61 

1,187 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

147 

198,275 

79 

1,990 

226 

200,265 


Chinese. 

••a 

15 

421 

15 

421 


Total 

147 

198,276 

94 

2,411 

241 

200,686 

Hokkokei . 

Japanese. 

•at 

■ ■ 

3 

no 

3 

110 


Chinese ... 

... 


29 

1,172 

29 

1,172 


Total 

... 

S 

82 

1,282 

32 

1,282 
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No. 3270. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 3000. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan (South 
Formosa) for the Year 1903 

By Mr. Consul Wiluman. 


(Tainan, Julj 9, 1904; received at Foreign Office, August 29, 1904.) 

The total value of the import and export trade of this district, 
comprising the two open ports of Anping and Takow, which are the General 
only ports open to 'British trade, was, in 1903, 1,115,901/., and in eipnn.ion. 
1902, 919,819/., showing an increase for 1903 of 196,082/. 

TTie total value of the import trade was, in 1903,561,433/., and Import trade, 
in 1902, 423,311/., showing an increase for 1903 of 138,122/. pans,on of 

The total value of the export trade was, in 1903, 554,468/., and ^ x P ort trade, 
in 1902, 496,508/., showing an increase for 1903 of 57,960/. of ' 

The foregoing figures are recapitulated in the following compara- ^° t ® 1 tr . ade - 
tive table, which, in addition to the values for 1902 and 1903, also withpreviou* 
gives the average value for the five years 1893-1902 inclusive, and year*, 
the increase in 1903 compared with 1902 and with the average value 
for five years, 1898-1902 :— 




Value. 


Increase in 1903 
compared with— 


! 

1903. 

1902. 

Average, 
Five Years 
1898-1902. 

1 Average, 
1902. Five Years 

|1898-1902. 

Import* 

Exports 

£ 

..; 661,483 

.. | 654,468 | 

£ 

423,311 

496,608 

£ 

892,996 

487,421 

£ £ 
138,122 168,437 

67,960 | 67,047 

Total *. 

.. 1,116,901 j 

919,819 

880,417 

196,082 | 236,484 

l 


It will be noted that the total trade for 1903 exceeds the figures 
for the average value of the five years 1898-1902 by 235,484/. 

(595) a 2 
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Total trade 
with Japan 
and foreign 
countries. 


Imports, vide 
Table I. 


Share of 
foreign 
countries and 
Japan in 
import trade. 


Imports from 

foreign 

countries. 


Imports from 
Japan. 


The following table shows the values of exports and imports for 
1903 and 1902, to and from Japan and to and from foreign countries, 
respectively:— 


)903. 1902. 


j 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

j Exports, j 

Total. 

j' 

Japan .S 

Foreign countries...; 

£ 

330,802 

224,631 

£ 

483,888 

70,r>80 

£ 

820,600 
295,211 

£ 

219,857 

203,401 

! £ 1 

347,772 ! 

148,730 | 

£ 

567,629 

.*152,190 

Total. 

561,433 

554,4 G8 

1,115,901 

423,311 

490,508 ■ 

919,819 


The statistics oi the import trade, which are shown in Table I 
annexed to this report and are briefly referred to in the foregoing 
table, are divided into imports from foreign countries (comprising 
foreign goods and Chinese produce) and imports from Japan, com¬ 
prising Japanese produce. 

During 1902 there was a decrease in the value of the import 
trade of 18,265?. as compared with that of 1901, so that the progress 
made during 1903 is clearly of a very satisfactory nature. 

Both branches of the import trade, viz., imports from foreign 
countries and from Japan, have contributed to the expansion of the 
import trade in 1903, but in unequal proportions, as imports from 
the mother country exceed those entering from foreign countries by 
112,17 11. The trade with the mother country shows annually a 
large increase and will no doubt continue to maintain its superiority, 
the great aim of Japanese commercial policy in Formosa being to 
exclude foreign competition as far as possible. Many of the articles 
of import formerly supplied by foreign countries, especially China, 
are being ousted by Japanese articles to the detriment of foreign 
trade. 

The total value of imports from foreign countries in 1903 was 
224,631?., showing an increase over the figures for 1902 of 21,177?., 
but, compared with the average of the five years 1898-1902, a 
decrease of 51,452?. 

The total value of imports from Japan was 336,802?., showing an 
increase of 116,945?. compared with 1902, Statistics from which 
the average value for the five years 1898-1902 could be compiled 
are not available earlier than 1900, so that no comparison with the 
value for 1903 can be made in the case of imports from Japan. The 
following comparative table, however, forcibly illustrates the course 
taken by imports from Japan and foreign countries during the four 
years 1900-03. It shows the steady annual increase in the value 
of the former and the equally steady decrease, up to 1902, of the 
latter. Last year, however, imports from foreign countries seem to 
have received an unwonted stimulus, as the total value for 1903 
exceeded that for 1902 by 21,177?.:— 
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1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 


i 


Year. 

Imports from — 

, Co.mScs. 



£ 

£ 

, 

• • • 

161,079 

j 249,(300 

. .. 

• ♦ • 

203,627 

237,949 

. .. 

. 

219,857 

j 203,464 

. 

. 

336,802 

224,031 


! 


The principal articles of import from foreign countries, mentioned Analysis of 
in Table I under the heading of foreign goods, show an increase in the xm l mt llcms - 
quantity and value of all items with the exception of miscellaneous 
cotton goods, kerosene, flour and miscellaneous articles, which show 
a decrease. 

The import of kerosene oil was, in 11)03, 829,925 gallons, value Kcroscuc. 
24,641)/., as against 1,032,110 gallons, value 28,083/., in 1902, and 
shows a decrease in value of 3,434/. 

In former years every junk entering the ports of Takow and Toko 
brought consignments of oil from Namoa and Swatow, but the oil 
trade has now practically passed into foreign hands, chiefly British, 
owing to the junk trade in this article between China and South 
Formosa having almost entirely ceased. 

The deliveries of American oil, “ Comet brand,” during the year 
1903 amounted to 92,000 cases, as against 7,000 cases Russian 
and 7,000 cases Sumatran, making a total of 106,000 cases. Prices 
ranged from 3 dol. 65 c.(6 s. 3|d.) to 4 dol. (66*. 11c/.) per case. 

Flour was imported to the quantity of 21,586 cwts., value 10,360/., Flour, 
and these figures show a slight decrease both in quantity and value 
as compared with 1902. 

Two important items which did not find a place in the table of Bails and 
imports for 1902 are rails and fittings and railway material, which 
were imported to the value of 9,873/. and 9,425/. respectively, for use material, 
on the railway now in course of construction between Kelung in the 
north of the island and Takow in the south. 

Under the heading of articles of Chinese produce a notable Prepared 
decrease in the quantity and value of prepared tobacco has taken tobacco * 
place, only 15 cwts., of the value of 32/., having been imported in 
1903. This item has shown a steady decrease for the last six years, 
until the value of the import has almost reached zero. The decrease 
in value, as compared with the average value of the five years 1898- 
1902, is 20,217/. The reason for this is attributable to the fact that, 
as noticed in previous reports, prepared tobacco has, owing to the 
high duty imposed upon it, been supplanted by leaf tobacco and 
also by large imports of cheap Japanese cigarettes from the mother 
country, which enter duty free. 

Leaf tobacco, which does not appear in the table of imports for Leaf tobacco. 
1902, was imported from China to the extent of 8,311 cwts., value 
(595) 
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Japanese 

produce. 


Kxporls, vide 
Table II. 


Sugar. 


Export of 
sugar to 
•la])tn, China 
and llong- 
Kong. 


Comparison 
with 1902. 


Market in 

1903. 


9,823?. The duty levied on this by the Japanese tariff is only 35 
per cent, ad valorem , whilst that levied on prepared tobacco is 150 
per cent. Importers have, therefore, found it more profitable to 
import leaf tobacco for the purpose of preparing the coarse tobacco 
used by the native Chinese instead of importing prepared tobacco at 
the higher duty. 

The principal articles of import under the heading of Japanese 
produce which show noteworthy increase are cotton piece-goods, 
which show an increase of over 10,000?., timber and planks of over 
9,000?., cement and lime of 7,000?. and miscellaneous of 73,000?. 
Railway machinery, which does not appear in the table for 1902, was 
also imported from Japan to the value of 21,652?. for use on the new 
railway already mentioned. 

The progress of the export trade in 1903 was almost as satisfac¬ 
tory as that made by the import trade, the total value of the export 
trade, 554,468?. only falling short of the total value of the import 
trade by 6,965?. The total value for 1903 exceeded that of 1902 by 
57,960?., and also showed an increase of 67,047?. over the average 
value of exports for the five years 1898-1902. 

Sugar, which shares with rice the distinction of being one of the 
two chief products of South Formosa, monopolised in 1902 43 per cent, 
of the total value of exports, but last year the export showed a large 
decrease and only figured for 20 per cent, of the total value. In 
1903 only 468,140 cwts, of sugar, value 238,438?., were exported, as 
against 876,562 cwts., value 414,528?., in 1902, showing a decrease 
of 176,090?. for last year and a decrease of 85,967?. as compared 
with the average value of the five years 1898-1902. 

The following table gives the quantity and value of sugar exported 
to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong respectively during 1903 :— 


Description. 

Japan. 

Chinn and He 

Quantity, j 

mg-Kong. j 

Totnl. 

Quantity. 

j Value. ; 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1 

Value. 


Cwt*. 

* 

Cwt«. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

lirown sugar ... : 

430,350 

216,281 

14,724 ; 

6,960 

445,074 | 

223.241 

White „ ... 1 

1,226 

845 

21,840 ! 

14.352 

23.06G 

15,197 

Total. 

431,576 

j 217,126 

36,564 j 

21,312 

468,140 

1 

238,438 


As compared with the figures for 1902 there is a large decrease 
in the quantity and value of sugar exported both to Japan and to 
China and Hong-Kong, but exports to the latter countries have 
decreased in a greater ratio than those to Japan, as only 36,564 cwts. 
of sugar, value 21,312?., was exported to China and Hong-Kong, as 
against 431,576 cwts., value 217,126?., to Japan. The fact of the 
matter is that the sugar trade with North China is annually decreas¬ 
ing and is entirely in the hands of Chinese merchants. 

The output for 1903 was below the average, and prices ruled 
high. The market opened in January at 5 dol. 40 c. per picul (9$. 4 d. 
per lj^ cwts.) for the common Takow brown, and 6 dol. (10s. 4 $d.) 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 





fAlNAN. 


1 


for first g?ade, as against 4 dol. 60 c. (7s. 11 id.) and 5 dol. 10 c. 

(8s. lOeZ.) in 1902, and 4 dol. 25 c. (7s. 4d.) and 4 dol. 75 c. (8s. 2 \d.) 
in 1901. 

Prices advanced towards the end of the season to 6 dol. 20 c. 

(10s. 8 \d.) and 6 dol, 80 c. (11s. 9 d.). " The consumption tax levied 
on sugar and a shortage in last year’s crop account, in a great measure, 
for the increase in the cost of Formosan sugars. For the first time 
in recent years no sugars were shipped by British merchants to 
North China, and with the ever-increasing cost of sugars it seems 
probable that the North Chiha market will have to be supplied from 
other localities. The Formosan sugar factory appears to absorb a 
large proportion of the cane cultivated between Tainan and Takow. 

Additional small mills are being erected throughout the Bugar 
districts under Government protection, and it seems probable that 
the growth of sugar cane will show a large increase in the near 
future. 

Other exports mentioned in Table II show, with the exception of Other 
turmeric, pineapple fibre, bamboo shoots and the Government ex l >orta - 
monopoly of salt, values in excess of those of 1902, rice being fore¬ 
most with a total increase of 236,1072. 

The rice crop in Formosa for 1903 was an average crop and was Re¬ 
exported to the extent of 684,729 cwts., value 251,6482., as against 
49,012 cwts., value 15,5412., in 1902, showing an increased export 
of 635,717 cwts., value 236,1072. The greater part of this was taken 
by Japan, where there was an unusually large demand for Formosan 
rice in 1903. 

As has already been shown in the case of imports the mother Shaw of 
cojintry is also annually monopolising a constantly increasing share commies ami 
of the exports of South Formosa, as will be observed from the follow- Joj.an in 
ing figures for the years 1901-03. Unfortunately statistics for ex- ex P° rt 
ports to foreign countries are not obtainable earlier than 1901, so 
that no comparisons can be made previous to that date :— 


Increase or Decrease id 
1903 compared with— 



! 1903. 

1902. | 

1901. 

1902. 

190K 

Exports to foreign countries 
,, Japan 

£ 

.. 70,580 

.. -483,888 

£ 

148,736 
347,772 1 

£ 

100,231 

255,953 

£ 

- 78,156 

+ 136,116 

£ 

- 89.G51 

+ 227,935 

Total ... ... 

..| 554,468 

496,608 

416,184 

|+ 57,960 

+ 138,284 


Prom the foregoing table it will be noted that exports to foreign 
countries, which are principally monopolised by China, have gradu¬ 
ally dwindled from 160,231*. in 1901 to 70,580*. in 1903, whilst 
exports to Japan have steadily increased from 255,953*. in 1901 to 
483,888*. in 1903. 

The following comparative table gives the value of the import and Special open 
export trade for 1903-1902 of four special open ports opened by a 
notification of the Formosan Governor, issued in August, 1899. iv, v. 
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Only ships of Chinese construction, namely, junks, may enter and 
clear at these ports, and other foreign vessels may not import or 
export cargoes without special permission from the Governor- 
General :— 


( 


Port. 

100:j. 

1902. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

1 

j Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

I £ 

£ 

Toko . 

7,280 

4,267 

11,547 

11,324 

7,346 

18,670 

Toseki . 

7,629 

8,267 

15,896 . 

8,962 

6,682 

15,644 

Makyu \ Pescadores) 

37,042 

ft,656 

42,698 

26,834 

I. 7,61ft 

34,449 

Hokkokci. 

8,860 

4,620 

8,480 

8,188 

1 12,188 

20,376 

Total . 

5ft,611 

22,810 

78,621 

55,308 

j 33,631 

89,139 


Shipping 
return for 
Anping nml 
Takow, vide 
Table VI. 

Total 

shipping for 
1903, 

inclusive of 
junks. 

Exclusive of 
junks. 


Foreign-going 

Teasels. 


The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export to and from these four ports arc shown in Tables III and IV, 
and the shipping entered and cleared is given in Table V. 

The total value of the trade of Makyu (Cliinese pronunciation, 
Makung), which is the most important of these four ports, increased 
during the year 1903 by 8,249 L, but the grand total of the trade of 
the four ports has decreased by 10,51 81. 

Statistics of all shipping entered and cleared at the open ports 
of Anping and Takow during the years 1903 and 1902 are given in 
Table VI annexed to this- report. 

The total number of vessels of all classes entered and cleared, 
including foreign-going steamers and sailing vessels, Japanese coast¬ 
ing steamers, and Japanese and Chinese junks was 97(5 vessels of 
914,788 tons, showing for 1903 an increase of 16 vessels and 110,900 
tons. 

The total number of vessels entered and cleared, exclusive of 
junks, was 709 of 907,725 tons, showing an increase of 42 of 112,253 
tons, which was shared by entries and clearances in the following 
proportions:—entries, 20 of 52,695 tons; clearances, 22 of 
59,558 tons. 

The number of foreign-going vessels entered and cleared during 
1903 was 71 vessels of 54,080 tons, showing a total decrease as com¬ 
pared with 1902 of 38 vessels of 28,718 tons, which was shared by 
British, German and Japanese vessels in the following propor¬ 
tions :— 


Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Quantity. 

British .. 

22 

Tons. 

16,(364 

German. »« «• 

6 

4,968 

Japanese.. 

10 

7,686 

Total 

..! 38 

28,718 
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The decrease in the total of vessels and tonnage as regards foreign- Japanese 
going vessels has, however, been compensated for by the increase 
in the number and tonnage of Japanese coasting vessels. Steamers 
engaged in the coasting trade round the island and between Japan 
and Formosa entered and cleared to the extent of 638 vessels of 
853,645 tons, as against 560 of 714,216 tons in 1902, showing the 
satisfactory increase of 78 vessels of 139,429 tons for 1903. 

Chinese and Japanese junks entered and cleared to the number Chinese anil 
of 129 of 3,234 tons, as against 157 of 4,302 tons in 1902, showing ?*^ C6C 
a decrease of 22 junks of 1,068 tons. These ply between Formosa 
and the mainland of China, but the numbers are annually decreasing 
owing to steam competition. 

The construction of the trunk railway of 230 miles, which is Government 
ultimately to connect Takow in the south with the capital, Taihoku, nulwuy ' 
and Kelung in the north, was proceeded with slowly last year. A 
northern section of 95 miles from Kelung to Rausaga (Chinese pro¬ 
nunciation, Saushako) and a southern section from Takow to Tarimu 
(Chinese pronunciation, Talibu) of 81 miles were open to trallio 
during last year, giving a total mileage of 176 miles. Work is being 
proceeded with on the central section of 60 miles between Sausaga 
and Tarimu, which two points arc temporarily connected by a 
Decauville truck railway for the conveyance of passengers travelling 
by. the railway north or south. 

The total population of the Island of Formosa, of the city of imputation. 
Tainan, and of the two open ports of Anping and Takow in 1903 
was as follows :— 

Formosa, 2,855,034 inhabitants, including 1,320,629 natives and Formosa. 
47,062 Japanese. 

Tainan City, 48,097 inhabitants, including 43,230 natives and Tainan City. 
4,867 Japanese. 

Anping, 5,683 inhabitants, including 5,330 natives and 353 Anping open 
Japanese. port 

Takow, 4,738 inhabitants, including 4,288 natives and 450 Takow 
Japanese. °P en P° rt - 

The subsidy of 3,000 yen (3122.) granted in 1901 to the South Subsidy to 
Formosa Ice Company by the Governor-General, and referred to in Q^ | lsh n Ico 
previous reports, was granted also for the financial year April 1, 

1903, to March 31, 1904, on the same conditions as before. 

All calculations for the conversion of gold yen currency into Kate of 
sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen equals 2s. Id. exchange. 

I am highly indebted to the Superintendent of Customs at this Sources of 
port for allowing me access to his records, whereby I have been information, 
enabled to compile this report at an earlier date than would other¬ 
wise have been possible, owing to the fact that the annual customs 
returns for 1903, issued by the Governor-General, have not yet been 
compiled. Mr. A. W. Bain and Mr. H. W. Arthur, of Messrs. Bain 
and Co., and Mr. R. N. Ohly, have also kindly supplied me with 
much information. 
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liECAPITULATION. 


Total Value. 


Year. 

Foreign Goods 
and Chinese 
Produce. 

i 

Japanese 

Produce. 

Grand Total. 

i 

it m 

1902 .. 

1901 

1900 

1 

* * • » 

« * i » 

» • • • 

€ 

224,631 

203,454 

• • 

« • 

£ 

336,802 

219,857 

203,627 

161,079 

£ 

561,433 

423,311 

441,576 

410,379 

Increase in 1903 
willi — 

compared 

1 


I0ii2 . 21,177 1!G,945 138,122 

11)01 .. 133,175 119,857 

1900 . .. 175,723 150,754 
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Table III.— Return showing Principal Articles of Import into the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei 

during the Years 1903-1902. 


1903 . 1902 Increase or Decrease in 

Articles Port. I 1903 oon:l P ftrert with 1902 - 
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Table IV.— Return showing Principal Articles of Export from 
the Ports of T5ko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during 
the Years 1903-1902. 


Article*. 

Port 

1903. 

1902 


Increase or Decrease 
In 1903 compared 
with 1902. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. { 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oilcake . 

Toko. 

Tfleeki 

Cwt*. 

1,688 

13,562 

£ 

144 

1,288 

Carts. 

17,670 

£ 

1,735 

Cwts. 

- 4,108 


£ 

• •• 

447 


Makyu 

6,933 

695 

10,376 

946 

- 4,443 

— 

251 


Hokkokei ... 

9,735 

5,291 

852 

17,973 

1,552 

- 8,238 

— 

700 

Rice. 

Tok6 .. 

1,491 

20,630 

5,314 

- 15,339 

— 

3,823 


Toseki 

Makyu 

*,280 

*,216 


4,035 

1,242 

- 819 


233 

Sugar, brown 

Hokkokei ... 
Toko. 

2,216 

797 

211 

73 

- 211 

_ 

”73 

Toseki 

1,480 

685 

6,465 

2,368 

- 3,985 

— 

1,683 


Hokkokei ... 

2,186 

957 

19,569 

8,414 

- 17,383 

— 

7,457 

Sesamum seed 

Toko. 


1,187 

1,648 

621 

+ 1,242 

+ 

566 


Toseki 

446 


718 

266 

- 272 

— 



Makyu 

529 

377 

1,696 

733 

“ 1,167 

— 

366 


Hokkokei ... 

63 

27 

• •• 

... 


... 


Table Y. -Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks, Coastwise) 
at the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during 
the Year 190o. 

Entered. 




Steamers. Junks. 

Total. 

Port. 

• Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Number 

Tonnage. of 

Vessels. 

i 

Tonnage. | 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese 

Chinese 

... 

... 22 

10 

546 

201 

22 

10 

546 

201 


Total 

... 

32 

747 

32 

747 

Toseki . 

Japanese 

Chinese 


32 

35 

752 

745 

32 

35 

752 

745 


Total 

... 

67 

1,497 

67 

1,497 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

Chinese 

115 

140,268 69 

14 

1,305 

409 

174 

14 

141,563 

409 


Total 

115 

140,258 73 

1,714 

188 

141,972 

Hokkokei . 

Japanese 

Chinese 

... 

4 

17 

97 

507 

4 

17 

97 

507 





Total 

... 

... 21 

004 

21 

604 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 



























16 


TAINAN. 


Cleared. 




Steamers. 

Junks. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vefsels. 

Tonnage. 

Number! 

of 1 Tonnage. 
Vessels. 

Number 

of 

Vowel,. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese 

Chinese 

... 


23 

492 

23 

492 


... 


10 

196 

10 

198 


Total 


... 

33 

688 

33 

888 

Toseki . 

Japanese 

Chinese 



29 

631 

29 

881 




37 

784 

37 

784 


Total 

... 

... 



66 

1,415 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

115 

140,308 

57 

1,400 

172 

141,708 


Chinese 

... 

... 

18 

450 

18 

450 


Total 

115 

140,308 

75 

1,880 

190 

142,188 

Hokkokei . 

Japanese 

Chinese 

**• 

4 • • 

4 

99 

4 

99 


MS 

• SI 

18 

618 

18 

618 


Total 

• •• 

••a 

22 

717 

22 

m 


Table VI.— Return of all Shipping at the Open Ports of 
Anping and Takow during the Years 1903-1902. 


Entered. 




Steam. 

Sailing. 

TOW. 

Nationality. 

Year. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign going— 
British. 

1903 

4 

4,369 

8 

2,684 

7 

7,053 


1902 

16 

14,051 

2 

1,084 

18 

15,085 

German. 

1902 

3 

2,484 

... 


3 


Norwegian 

1908 

1 

771 


... 

1 

Japanese 

1903 

29 

21,089 


... 

29 

21 , 08 * 

1902 

34 

25,719 


... 

34 

25,7*3 

Total 

1903 

34 

26,229 

3 

2,684 

37 

38,913 


1902 

53 

42,254 

_ 2 

1,034 

85 

43 ,m 

- 

Japanese coasting 
steamers 

1903 

318 

424,178 



318 

424,178 


1902 

280 

357,108 

... 


280 

357,108 

Junks, Japanese... 

1903 

"... 


68 


68 

1,435 

1902 

... 

... 

83 


83 

l;w 

„ Chinese ... 

1903 

... 

... 



61 


1902 

... 

... 



68 

'2,826 

Total 

1903 


. 

129 

3,234 

129 

3,234 


1902 

*” .. 

• •• 

151 

_ 

4,302 

151 

4,302 

Foreign-going, ... 

1903 

34 

28,229 

8 

2,684 

37 

28,913 

Japanese coasting 

1903 

lies 

318 

424,178 


31? • 

424,178 

Junks . 

... 

129 

3,234 

129 

3,234 

Grand total ... 

1903 

352 

450,407 

132 

5,918 

484 

456,326 



388 

399,362 

153 

5,336 

486 

404,698 
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Tonnage. 


PortJgn going— 
British ... ... 

German. 

Norwegian 

Japanese 


Japanese coasting 
steamers 


Junis, Japanese... 
»> Chinese .„ 


Foreign-going ... 
Japanese coasting 
Junks 


Grand total ... 


Tonnage. Nttm ^rof 
*v iuwkv. Vessels. ! Tonna ge 


1903 

4 

4,369 

1902 

16 

14,051 

1902 

1903 

3 

1 

2,484 

771 

1903 

26 

17,343 

1902 

31 

20,399 

1903 

1902 

31 

50 

22,483 

36,9>4 

1903 

320 

429,467 

1902 

280 

357,106 


22,483 

429,467 


451,950 

194,042 
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No. 3490. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report , Annnal Series No. 3270. 


Report on the Trade of the, Consular liislrict of Tainan (South 
Formosa) for the Year 1904 

By Mk. Consul Wileman. 

(Tainan, June 29, 1905; received tu Foreign Office, July 31, 1905.) 

The total value of the import and export trade of the two open 
ports of Anping and Tak-,w, which are the only two ports in this 
district open to foreign trade, was 1,224,1972. against 1,115,8612. 
in 1903, showing an increase in 1904 of 108,3362. 

The total value of the import trade was 522,8922. against 561,4332. 
in 1903, showing a decrease in 1904 of 38,5412. This decrease was 
caused by a great falling-off in imports from Japan. 

The total value of the export trade was 701,3052. against 554,4282. 
in 1903, showing an increase in 1904 of 146,8772. 

The following comparative table gives the total values of the 
import and export trade for the years 1903 and 1904, and the average 
for the five years 1899-1903 :— 


Total valuo 
of trade. 
Increase of. 


Import trade. 
Decrease of. 


flxport trade. 
Increase of. 

Total trade. 
Comparison 
with previous 

Tears. 






Average, 

Increase or Decrease in 
1904 compared with— 



1904. 

I 

1903. 

Fite Years 
1899-1908. 

1908. 

Average, 
Five Years 
1899-1908. 

Imports 

• • 

£ * 
622,892 

£ 

661,438 

564,428 

£ 

431,361 

£ 

- 88,641 

£ 

+ 91,531 

Exports .. 

• • 

701,306 

449,705 

+ 146,877 

+ 251,600 

Total 

•4 

__ 

1,224,197 | 

1 

1,115,861 

881,066 

+ 108,336 

+ 343,181 


The total trade for 1904 exceeded the figures for the average 
value of the five years 1899-1903 by 343,1312. 

The following comparative table shows the total values of imports Total trade, 
and exports for 1903 and 1904 from and to Japan and from and •J a i”V 1 unJ 
to foreign countries respectively :— wuXies. 


(822) 
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TAINAN, 


Country. 


Yalue. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

Japan .• .* .. .. 

258,222 

109,742 

631,447 

1 892,669 

China . • .. • • .« 

United States of America, in- 

56,523 

i 106,265 

1 

eluding Philippine Islands.. 
United Kingdom and colonies, 

66,928 

• • t 

i 66,928 

i 

comprising Hong-Kong only 

62,565 

10,335 

72,900 

Germany •• .. , •• 

9,234 

• • 

9,231 

Other countries •• «* 

16,201 

• » 

16,201 

Total .. .. 

522,892 

701,305 

i 1,224,197 


Total trade. 

Foreign 

countries. 

Percentages 
of total trade. 


Imports (vide 
Table I). 


imjorts from 

foreign 

countries. 


Imports from 
Japan. 


Shares of 
Japan aud 
foreign 
countries in 
the import 
trade. 


Ke i sons for 
dec.-ease in 
import trace. 


The total volume of the import and export trade with foreign 
countries, amounting to 331,52#., exceeded that of 1903 by 36,3171. 

Japan had 73 per cent, of the total trade, and the remaining 
27 per cent, was divided as follows :—China 13 per cent., the United 
Kingdom G per cent., the United States of America 5 per cent., 
Germany 1 per cent, and other countries 2 per cent. 

The statistics of the import trade, which are shown in Table I 
annexed to this report, are divided into imports from foreign 
countries and from Japan. 

The total value of goods imported from foreign countries was 
264,6701. against 224,6311. in 1903, showing an increase of 40,0391. 
in 1904; compared with the average of the five years 1899-1903 
there was a decrease of 33,0111. in 1904. 

The total value of goods imported from Japan was 258,2221. 
against 336,8021. in 1903, showing the large decrease of 78,5801; 
in 1901. 

The percentages of the import trade were distributed in the 
following manner:—Japan 49 per cent., China 21 per cent., the 
United States of America 13 per cent., the United Kingdom 12 per 
cjnt., Germany 2 per cent., other countries 3 per cent. The United 
Kingdom, although taking third place as regards the percentage of 
the total trade, only takes fourth in the case of imports. 

Several reasons may be assigned for the conspicuous decrease in 
the import trade from Japan, which has caused such a shrinkage 
in the total value of the import trade for the year. The principal 
one is that Japanese merchants in Japan realised a greater profit 
on their goods by sending them to Manchuria and Corea for the use 
of the Japanese forces, and therefore they did not send them to 
South Formosa. In the second place, the carrying trade between 
Japan and Formosa was, at the commencement of the war, somewhat 
disorganised by the requisition of coasting steamers belonging to 
the Osaka Shosen Kaisha for Government use, notwithstanding 
that many foreign vessels were chartered to supplement the 
deficiency. Other reasons were that the Japanese residents in 
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Formosa decreased owing to the war, and that economy became 
necessary amongst all classes in order to meet the demands made by 
large increases in taxation and enhanced prices of the necessities 
of life. 

The following comparative table shows the total values of imports 
from Japan and foreign countries during the years 1900-04 :— 


Year. 

Japan. 

Import* from— 

■Foreign Countries. 

1900 .; 

£ 

161,070 

! £ 

219,000 

1901 • • •« i • • • i 

203,627 

237,919 

1902 . i 

219,857 

i 203,454 

1903 . 

33(3,802 

221,631 

1901. 

253,222 

264,070 


Reference to the returns of imports of foreign and Chinese goods Analysis of 
(vide Table I) shows increases in 11 principal articles of import, 11,1 porN ' 
whilst decreases are shown in 14 items. 

Increases are most conspicuous in the cases of rails and fittings, 
kerosene, gunny bags, refined sugar, tobacco leaf and timber; 
decreases in the cases of grey and white shirtings, miscellaneous 
cotton goods, metals, railway materials, Chinese cotton piece-goods, 
and linen and cotton mixtures. 

Under the heading of rails and fittings there is a large increase of and 
9,666/., exceptional activity having been displayed in pushing l,u,n " 3 ' 
forward the Formosan trunk railway during the course of 1904. 

A large cargo of 10,000 steel rails and other railway fittings arrived 
at Talcow from New York in October, consigned by an American 
firm on behalf of a British firm. 

Kerosene was imported to the extent of 1,733,525 gallons, Kerosene, 
valued at 39,089/., against 829,925 gallons, valued at 24,649/., in 
1903, showing an increase of 903,600 gallons, valued at 14,440/. 

The imposition of a consumption tax for the first time on kerosene 
in April, and of a further customs import duty in October, caused 
importers to make large importations in anticipation of these new 
taxes in order to evade the higher duties. The extension of the 
Formosan Railway has also had a great influence in fostering a large 
demand for oil owjng to increased facilities of transport and com¬ 
munication with the coast. 

The item of 27,598 cwts. of refined sugar, valued at 20,392/., Keiincd sugar, 
demands a special explanation, as it ranks third in value on the list 
of imports from foreign countries and monopolises 8 per cent, of 
their total value. The importation of refined sugar never figures 
in the customs returns to any such extent as would commend it 
for special notice, and the present importation was an exceptional 
event. Large quantities of refined white sugar were imported 
via Hong-Kong to Anping in the months of March and April in 
(822) 
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Leaf tobacco 
and prepared 
tobacco. 


Japanese 


Export*. 


Total value of 
export trade 
to foreign 
eouutrie* and 
Japan. 

Excess of 
imports over 
exports. 
Foreign 
countries. 


anticipation of the increased consumption tax on sugar which came 
into operation on April 1. 

Consignments amounting to the value of 14,433?. reached Anping 
in time to evade the new tax, but other consignments, valued at 
5,150?., reaching in April arrived too late. The reason for im¬ 
porting refined sugar into Anping—which is one of the centres for 
the export of South Formosan raw sugar, and whence raw sugar 
is extensively exported to Japan—is attributable to the fact that 
there was no time to ship the cargo to its destined port, Yokohama, 
before the new tax came into force. It was considered advisable 
therefore to import it into Anping for re-export to Yokohama 
where it would be exempted from the new tax in view of its having 
‘been exported from a Japanese port. 

Leaf tobacco, which was imported to the extent of 9,823 cwts., 
value 11,923?., shows an increase of 2,109?. as compared with the 
figures for 1903. Prepared tobacco still maintains the low figure of 
value to which it has gradually dropped within recent years, the 
reasons for which have appeared in previous trade reports. 

The duty on prepared tobacco was raised from 150 to 250 per 
cent, ad valoremby the new tariff, which came into force on Octoberl, 
whilst that on leaf tobacco remained the same as before, viz., 35 per 
cent, ad valorem. The growth of leaf tobacco has lately considerably 
increased in Formosa, and it is manufactured into cut tobacco for 
the use of the Formosan Chinese. 

Under the heading of Japanese goods (vide Table I), four items 
only show increases, represented by drugs and medicines, matches, 
railway materials and timber, the increase in the latter two being 
the most conspicuous. All other items show a decrease in value, 
which accounts for the large and unusual deficit of 78,580?. in the 
total value of the import trade. 

The total value of the export trade shows a satisfactory increase 
during the year, in marked contrast to the figures for the total import 
trade. The increase as compared with 1903 was 146,877?., and as 
compared with the average value for the five years 1899-1903 
was 251,600?., being attributable to greatly increased exports of 
raw sugar, salt and miscellaneous articles. 

The total value of the export trade to foreign countries in 1904 
was 66,858?., and to Japan 634,447?. 

Imports from foreign countries show an excess over exports to 
foreign countries of 197,812?. as follows :— 


Imports from foreign countries • • 
Exports to u 

Excess of imports 



Value. 


£ 

• s 

264,670 

• • 

66,868 

s • 

197,812 


It is worthy of remark that the total foreign trade of Japan for 
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1904 also shows an excess of imports over exports caused by the 
Russo-Japanese war. The total trade oi South Formosa, however, 
inclusive of the trade with Japan, shows in 1904 an excess of 
exports over imports to the value of 178,413/., thus reversing the 
situation as regards the trade to and from foreign countries. 

The following table summarises the total values of the shares of 
Japan and foreign countries in the export trade during the years Share* of 
1901-04:— forei ^ . 

countries and 

______Japan in 

export trade. 


Value. 


Increase or Decrease in 1904 
compared with— 



1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

| 1901. 

1903. 

1902. 


1901. 

Foreign countries 
Japan . 

1 £ 

... 66,858 

634,447 

£ 

70,540 

483,888 

£ 

148,736 
! 847,772 

! 160,231 

| 255,953 

£ 

3,682 - 
+ 150,350 + 

£ 

81,878 
286,G75 

+ 

£ 

93,373 

378,494 

Total 

... 701,305 

£>-‘>4,428 

496,508 

416,184 

+ 146,877 + 

204,797 

+ 

285,121 


From the foregoing table it will be observed that the export trade 
to foreign countries has been annually declining since 1901, and that 
the export trade to Japan has on the contrary advanced with rapid 
strides. 

The total value of the export trade in 1904 was divided between Percentage 
Japan, China and the United Kingdom and colonies in the following of »h»ivs of 
proportions :—Japan 90$ per cent., China 8J per cent, and the ftnd 

United Kingdom and colonies 1 per cent. Japan. ” 

It may be mentioned, however, that the exports assigned to 
the United Kingdom and colonies go to Hong-Kong only, there being 
practically no direct trade with the United Kingdom, or any other 
of her colonies, except Hong-Kong. 

In 1904 there was an unprecedented activity in the shipment s ugar 
of raw sugar to Japan, and fortunately the exportation was, judging 
from the results, not seriously affected by the war. 

The total quantity of sugar exported in 1904 was 705,837 cwts., 
valued at 409,640/., against 471,140 cwts., valued at 238,438/., in 
1903, showing an increase in value of 171,202/. as compared with 
1903. The average total value for the five years 1899-1903 was. 

307,269/; sugar monopolised 58 per cent, of the total value of the 
export trade against 43 per cent, in 1903. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of sugar 
exported to Japan and to China and Hong-Kong respectively 
dozing 1904:— 


Kind of Sugar. 

Japan, | 

1 

i 

China and 
Hong-Kong. 

Total. 

■ESI 


Quantity. 

| Value. 

Quantity, j 

| Value, 

Brown sugar 

WWt* „ 

Cwta. 

... 642,856 

31,724 

£ 

366,166 

32,627 

Cwts. 

8,747 

22,608 

! £ 

4,477 

17,370 

Cwts. 

651,605 

54,232 

£ 

358,643 

49,997 

Total ... 

... 1 674,662 

887,793 

31,286 

21,847 

706,837 I 

1 

i 

i 408,840 
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As compared with the figures for 1903 there is a large increase in 
the exportation to Japan of 243,006 cwts. and 170,677/. Exports 
to China and Hong-Kong were practically stationary, there being 
only a slight increase in value in favour of 1904 of 535/. 

Review of The output for 1904 was above the average. Prices ruled 

iugav market, considerably higher than in 1903 or, indeed, than in any other year, 
and the season was a profitable one/for the British exporters concerned; 

The market opened in January at 6*20 dol. (Mexican) per picul 
(133J lbs.) for average grade and gradually advanced to 7 dol. 
in April, prices having been forced up by the decision to increase the 
sugar consumption tax from April 1. This new tax came into opera¬ 
tion on April 1 and handicapped sugar with an additional impost 
of 1 yen (2$. Id.) per picul, having been raised from 1 to 2 yen 
(45. 2d.) per picul. 

From July to September, after a somewhat stationary market in the 
preceding months, prices advanced rapidly, touching 8 dol. 40 c. per 
picul in August and 9 dol. 30 c. per picul in November. In December 
prices reached 9 dol. 50 c. per picul, a figure altogether unprecedented 
in the history of the Formosan sugar export trade. The present 
system of taxation on sugar exported to Japan is very favourable 
to Formosan sugars. Japan is the only profitable market for them, 
and virtually controls the whole output from Formosa. 

Rice Both the winter and summer crops of rice were up to the average. 

The amount exported was 323,183 cwts., valued at 101,335/., against 
684,729 cwts., valued at 251,648/., in 1903, and shows the large 
decrease of 150,313/. as compared with the figures for 1903. The 
export of rice has, however, notwithstanding this deficit, actually 
increased, the decrease noted being really a fictitious one. The 
reason for this is that the total quantity of rice exported does not 
actually appear in the customs returns for last year, as exports for 
military purposes are never included in the customs returns from 
which the statistics for this report are compiled. During the latter 
part of the year rice to the extent of nearly 358,000 cwts. was 
exported by the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha in specially charteied vessels 
from Anping and Takow to Manchuria for the use of the Japanese 
troops. This amount, valued at 223,214/., should therefore be 
added to the figures already given above, resulting in a total 
export of over 680,000 cwts,, valued at 324,549/., thus showing 
a net increase in value over the figures for 1903 of 72,901/. 
instead of a decrease. 

Salt. Salt shows the large increase of 66,413/. as compared with 1903. 

This arises from the fact that the demand in Japan has much increased 
and that a number of new salt-fields have been opened. 

Salt exported In addition to the amount exported from the open ports of Anping 

openeTportb an< ^ ^akow, sa ^ was a ^ so exported from the unopened ports of 
Hoteishi (Chinese pronunciation, Pa-te-chui) and Hokumonshio 
(Chinese, Pa-mim-su), chiefly by German vessels chartered by the 
Osaka Shosen Kaisha (Osaka Merchant Steamship Company). 
In order to account for the fact that foreign vessels were allowed 
to trade at unopened ports which, under ordinary circumstances, 
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is never permitted, it may be mentioned that their participation 
in the coasting trade was expressly sanctioned by the Japanese 
Government. Early in the year, at the commencement of the war, 
the Minister for Communications decided that, in addition to 
the ports open to foreign trade by treaty, all the ports of the Japanese 
Empire should also be opened, as a temporary measure, to foreign- 
owned vessels chartered by Japanese subjects, or by persons 
possessing legal Japanese qualifications. Applications were to be 
made through the local authorities of the place where the charterer 
was domiciled. The object of this permission was to relieve the 
inconvenience caused by the withdrawal of many steamers from 
their regular coasting trade in consequence of their requisition for 
Government service. 

The following comparative table gives the value of the import Semi-open 
and export trade for 1903-04 of four special open ports, opened by P ort8 - 
a notification of the Governor-General of Formosa in August, 1899. 

Only ships of Chinese construction, namely, junks, may enter 
and clear at these ports, and vessels other than Chinese may not 
import or export cargoes without special permission from the 
Governor-General unless chartered by Japanese subjects :— 


1904. 1903. 



Imports. 

| Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Toko . 

Tosekl . 

Makyu (Peacadores) 
Hokkokei. 

£ 

... . 8,510 

... | 9,073 

...! 26,067 

0,079 

! £ 

2,605 

1 0,066 
i 7,782 
| 4,351 

£ 

11,115 , 
1 18,139 1 

34,449 1 

10,430 

£ 

7,280 
7,629 
! 37,042 

3,8G0 

£ 

4 2g7 
8,267 
5,656 
4,620 

£ 

11,517 
15,896 
, 42,098 

8,480 

Total 

... 1 50,329 

i ’ 

' 23,804 

74.113 

55,811 

22,810 

78,621 


The import and export trade of these four ports is almost entirely 
monopolised by Formosan Chinese merchants, and the total value 
of their trade has decreased by 4,488/. as compared with 1903. 

The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and export 
are given in Tables IV and V, and the shipping entered and cleared 
in Table VI. 

Statistics of all shipping entered and cleared at the open ports of Shipping 
Anping and Takow during the years 1903 and 1904 are given in returna ‘ 
Table VII annexed to this report. 

The total shipping entered was 406 vessels of 376,409 tons Total 
against 484 vessels of 456,325 tons in 1903. In the case of entries 
there is a decrease of 78 vessels of 79,916 tons, and in the case of junks 
clearances a decrease of 111 vessels of 139,216 tons. 

The total number of foreign-going vessels entered, exclusive of Foreign-going 
junks, was 52 vessels of 52,875 tons against 37 vessels of 28,913 tons eicluVii-e ot 
in 1903, showing an increase of 15 vessels of 23,962 tons in 1904. junks ° 

The total number of coasting vessels entered was 198 vessels Coasting 
of 319,586 tons against 318 vessels of 424,178 tons in 1903, showing vessels, 
a decrease of 120 vessels of 104,592 tons. 
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Junte, The number of Chinese and Japanese junks entered was 156 

foreign-going, vessels of 3,948 tons against 129 vessels of 3,234 tons in 1903, 
showing an increase of 27 vessels and 714 tons in 1904. 

The conspicuous feature of the shipping returns for 1904 is the 
unprecedented increase in the entries of European shipping engaged 
in the foreign-going and coasting trades, 142 vessels of 177,741 tons 
having entered against 8 vessels of 7,824 tons in 1903, showing an 
increase of 134 vessels and 169,917 tons. 

On the other hand, the entries of Japanese shipping engaged in 
both these branches of the shipping trade show a large decrease, 
108 vessels of 194,720 tons having entered against 347 vessels of 
445,267 tons in 1903, showing the large decrease of 239 vessels and 
250,547 tons in 1904. 

In 1904 European shipping contributed to the foreign-going 
trade a quota of 46 vessels of 47,937 tons against 8 vessels of 7,824 
tons in 1903, showing an increase of 38 vessels of 40,113 tons. 

The share contributed by European vessels to the coasting trade 
in 1904 was 96 vessels of 129,804 tons. No European vessels 
were engaged in the coasting trade in 1903, so that these figures 
represent a net gain . 

Both Japanese foreign-going and coasting vessels suffered a 
great decrease in 1904. In the case of the former there were only 
Foreign-going g en tries of 4,938 tons against 29 entries of 21,089 tons in 1903, 
snowmg a decrease in. 1904 of 23 vessels and 16,151 tons. In the 
case of the latter there were 102 entries of 189,782 tons against 
318 entries of 424,178 tons in 1903, showing a large decrease of 
Comparison 216 vessels and 234,396 tons in 1904. The Japanese foreign-going 
European aiM * c 043 *' 11 ? trades therefore suffered the large total decrease 

vessels. of 239 vessels and 250,547 tons in 1904, whilst European vessels 

engaged in the same branches of the trade showed the large increase of 
134 vessels and 169,917 tons. 

The following comparative table shows the nationality of the 
vessels engaged in the foreign-going and coasting trades during 1903 
and 1904, and the respective increase or decrease in their numbers 
and tonnage compared with 1903 :— 


Increase in 

European 

shipping. 


Decrease in 

Japanese 

shipping. 


European 
vessels. 
Foreign-going 
trail e. 

European 

vessels. 

Co t sting 
trade. 


Japanese 

vessels. 
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Fokrign-going and Coasting Vessels. 


i 

I 

1904. 


Nationality. 

Number 

of Tonnage. 
Vessel*. 


British .. 

44 

58,968 

German .. 

83 

107,717 

Norwegian 

14 

10,047- 

Swedish .. .. 

1 

1,024 

Total 

142 

177,741 

Japanese . 

108 

191,720 

Grand total 

250 

372,461 


| Increase or Decrease 
1903. I in 1904 compared 

I with 1903. 


1 

Number | 


Number 



of 1 

Tonnage 

l of 

Tonnage. 

Yeasels, j 

Vessel*. 



7 

7,053 

+ 37 

+ 

61,900 

• • 

• a 

+ 83 

+ 

107,717 

i : 

771 

+ 13 

+ 

9,276 


• • 

+ 1 

+ 

1,024 

8 

7,824 

+ 134 

+ 

168,917 

347 

446,267 

- 239 

— 

260,547 

355 

453,091 

.- 105 

— 

80,630 


i 


The majority of the European vessels referred to in the above 
table were chartered by the Osaka Shosen Kaisha (Osaka Merchant 
Steamship Company) in order to replace steamers which had been 
requisitioned during the course of the year by Government -for 
military or naval purposes. It will be noted that the German 
flag is predominant, the lower rate at which German vessels could 
be chartered having influenced the situation considerably. The 
great increase in the entries of European shipping is, of course, 
quite unprecedented in the annals of the two ports of Anping and 
Takow. 

The northern and southern sections of the trunk railway which Trmn»- 
is to connect Kelung and the capital, Taihoku, in the north with Jerome 
Takow in the south was proceeded with satisfactorily. During Hailw*j. 
the course of 1904 the northern section was completed as far as 
Hokkoko, having been extended south for a distance of 4 miles 
and 72 chains from Sansaho to Hokkoko. The southern section 
was completed as far as Dakusui, having been extended north 
for a distance of 12$ miles from Tarimu to Dakusui, thus 
making the total mileage of the main trunk completed in 1904 
amount to 17 miles and 32 chains. The total length of the main 
trunk when completed will be 245 miles from Kelung to Takowu 
The length of the branch line diverging from the main line at Taihoku 
in the north and running to Tamsui on the coast is 13 miles and 56 
chains. The total mileage of the Formosan Railway open to traffic 
in 1904 was therefore as follows:— 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 





12 


TAINAN. 


Distance. 


i Miles chains. 

Northern seel ion, Keluns; to Hokkoko •• 100 40 

Southern section, Tokow to Dakusui ..I 93 72 

Branch line, Tailioku to Tamsui ••! 13 60 


Total.! 208 8 


Subsidy to 
British Ice 
Company. 


Openings for 
Br.tish goods. 
Pumps. 


Nevd of 
foreign 
capital and 
the future of 
machinery. 


The gross receipts of the Formosan Railway taken on account of 
passengers, carriage of goods and miscellaneous items were, in 1904, 
for the northern section 69,327?. and for the southern section 
42,840?., making a total of 112,167?. 

It is possible that a branch mountain railway may be constructed 
running from either Kagi or Dabyo to Mount Arizan within the 
savage border. This, however, has as yet not been finally decided 
upon, but the country lying between Kagi and Arizan and Dabyo 
and Arizan is being surveyed. 

The subsidy of 312?. granted in 1901 to the South Formosa Ice 
Company by the Governor-General of Formosa was reduced to 208?. 
in 1904, otherwise the conditions regulating the subsidy were the 
same as those mentioned in the trade report for 1901 • This company 
is the only British company in Formosa, and probably also in Japan, 
which enjoys a Government subsidy. 

Pumps of a large capacity for low lifts, say under 30 feet but 
chiefly about 10 feet, and requiring low power for run, especially 
those for kerosene engines, will, in the near future, find a market 
for irrigation purposes. They should, however, be simple in con¬ 
struction and easily handled. The extensive cultivation of rice 
and the great increase in the planting of the Lahanna sugar cane 
(i.e., rose bamboo, a Hawaiian cane introduced by the Formosan 
Government some years ago), both of which require abundant 
supplies of water, will probably tend to increase the demand for 
irrigation pumps. The contemplated establishment of a Govern¬ 
ment rice inspection office will also later on cause a demand for 
machinery to rake out dirt and paddy from the rice paddy sifting 
machinery. 

The annual rice crop is very much larger than the sugar crop, 
and the want of capital is at present the great obstacle to 
the establishment of both rice and sugar mills of a large capacity. 
From this fact it may be inferred that foreign capital is 
greatly required. Interest ranges from 18 to 36 per cent, according 
to the nature of the security offered, the lattet rate being 
charged for unsecured advances. The native Chinese are not 
yet used to co-operation, and the formation of several joint stock 
companies under Government auspices has not been so successful 
as anticipated, owing to the mutual suspicions and jealousies of 
the natives. It is therefore difficult to form joint stock companies, 
which appear to be the only hope for the future of machinery unless 
assisted by foreign capital. In cotrse of time, however, it is to be 
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hoped that the natives will learn the advantages of joint stock com¬ 
panies as they have shown a special aptitude in adopting new ideas 
when proved successful. 

Small, light, portable rails, from 9 to 14 lbs., will meet with a fair Kails for 
demand, chiefly for the transport of cane from the fields to the sugar j|™" B r E>orL of 
mills, and later on for the purpose of acting as feeders to the main 
artery of the railway running through Formosa. 

Strong, light carts, with tyres adapted for use in very rough Carts, 
country, will also find a ready sale, provided that samples are actually 
Bhown on the spot working in a serviceable manner. The system 
of transport at present employed for conveying cane is by loading 
it on buffalo carts, which are too cumbersome and unreliable to be 
used with any advantage. The wheels are made of camphor wood, 
about C feet in diameter. When new the rims are about 1 inch thick, 
but they gradually wear down to almost a knife like edge after one 
or two years’ service. In fine weather, owing to the sandy nature 
of the soil, they sink down from 6 to 12 inches, and after a heavy 
shower of rain from 2 to 3 feet. During the torrential rains of 
the rainy season the so-called roads are absolutely impassable, 
and all transport of cane is stopped until the roads harden again. 

As the axles are made of wood about 4 to G inches in diameter, and 
the platform of the cart merely rests upon the axles, the latter 
revolving with the wheels, it will easily be perceived what an amount 
of friction must be caused. The platform of the cart is prevented 
from shifting by a couple of pegs inserted on each side of the axles. 

Sooner or later, therefore, rails or modern carts must be employed 
to supersede these antiquated structures. A cart drawn by a team 
of two buffaloes has a carrying capacity of 1,500 lbs. when the road 
is in first rate condition. When in bad condition the maximum 
capacity is reduced to OCX) lbs. The rate of locomotion is 1 mile 
per hour! 

Motors of' all kinds will have a good future, but only Motiro 
those which are simple and easy of transport. The means of trans- P° werf * 
port being as described above, in cases where the railway is not 
available, packages should not exceed 1,000 lbs. in weight. Boilers 
should be portable and as water is bad and coal is not produced, 
they should bo provided with a furnace for burning paddy husk, 
if for rice mills, and a bagasse furnace if intended for sugar mills. 

In any case the enforced consumption of very inferior coal, or of 
wood, should be provided against. 

Kerosene engines of simple and reliable construction will find Kerosene 
a ready sale, but hitherto the imports of British makes do not en S inci - 
seem to have enhanced the reputation of their manufacturers. 

At present an American make of very simple pattern is finding 
favour, and there is a Japanese imitation of the same machine which 
is competing very closely with it. 

There is a fair quantity of wheat produced but, so far, no flour Fbar mil's, 
mills, even of the simplest construction, have been erected. As 
the duty on flour has increased, some of the owners of small sugar 
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milk will probably direct their attention to producing flour during the 
slack sugar season. At present and for the next few years only 
mills of the simplest construction will be required. 

In view of the increased number of sugar mills now being erected 
there will soon be a regular trade in mill stores. 

The following remarks, which have been furnished by an English¬ 
man of great practical experience in the working of rice and sugar 
mills, and who is fully acquainted with the respective merits and 
demerits of both British and American machinery catalogues, 
may prove worthy of note by those interested in the subject:— 

“ In many instances British machinery catalogues are evidently 
issued only for the use of practical engineers, or for persons having 
a high technical knowledge, and do not compare favourably with 
American catalogues, which cater for farmers, contain much fuller 
and simpler details, and are easier of comprehension by the lay mind. 

“ It seems desirable that British machinery manufacturers should 
endeavour to improve their catalogues in a way calculated to remedy 
this defect and to adapt them to meet two conditions :— 

“ Firstly, for new markets like Formosa (or, perhaps, even like 
China) where machinery is but rarely employed. That is to say, 
for districts where the essential points to be considered are moderate 
prices and simplicity of construction and design, and where too many 
technicalities are to be deprecated on account of a possible lack of 
technical knowledge on the part of buyers. 

“ Secondly, catalogues for advanced markets, which should 
contain full technical details of highly finished or expensive machinery 
for the use of practical engineers and persons acquainted with the 
technicalities of machinery.” 

It seems desirable to refer to the fact that many commercial 
inquiries arrive at this Consulate addressed “ British Consul, Tainan, 
Formosa, China.” The correct address is, however, “ British Consul, 
Anping, South Formosa, Japan.” The official designation of the 
Consul is “ British Consul for the District of Tainan,” but, as a 
matter of fact, the Consulate itself is situated at Anping, 3 miles 
from Tainan. Care in using the above form of address will probably 
save delay in transmission in many cases. 

There are only four firms of foreign merchants in An ping 
and Takow, all of which are British, viz., Messrs. Bain and Co., 
Tait and Co., South Formosa Trading Company and Messrs. Wright 
and Co. Mr. H. Hastings, the English manager of the South 
Formosa .Trading Company, a British company composed mainly 
of Chinese shareholders, informs me that he will cheerfully afford 
any information to those anxious to learn facts regarding the pros¬ 
pects of British machinery for sugar and rice mills, which at present 
seem to be the chief avenue of expansion open to British goods. 
I take this opportunity of acknowledging my indebtedness to 
many Japanese officials and the British merchants of the district 
for much valuable information on the subject of local trade. 

All calculations for the conversion of gold yen currency into 
sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen equals 2*. Id. 
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Table II.— Comparative Table of Tqtal Value of Imports into 
Anping and Takow during the Five Years 1904-1900. 



Value of Import Trade. 

Total Value 
of Imports. 

Tew. 

Foreign and 
Chinese Goods. 

Japanese 

Goods. 

1904 .. 

1908 . 

1909!. 

1901. 

1900 . 

£ 

204,870 

224,681 

203,464 

237,949 

249,600 

£ 

258J822 

336,802 

219,857 

203,627 

161,079 

£ 

522y892 

561,433 

423,311 

441,576 

410,679 

Increase or decrease in 1904 
compared with— 

1908 . 

1902 . 

1901. 

1900 .. 

+ 40,089 

+ 61,216 

4- 26,731 

+ 15,070 

- 78,580 

4* 38,365 

4- 64,695 

+ 97,143 

- 38,541 

+ 99,681 

+ 81,316 

+ 112,213 
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Table IV.— Return showing Principal Articles cff Import into 
the Ports of Toko, Toscki, Makyu aud Hokkokei during the 
Years 1904-1903. 


Articles. 


l’ort. 


1901. 


Increase 

or 


1903. 


Decrease 
! in 1904 
compared 
with 1903. 


Kerosene 


J T»"»ko... 
i Toseki 
' Makyu 
Hokkokei 


Nankeen cloth ... Toko .. 

: Toscki 
i Mnkyu 
| Hokkokei 

Bice ... .Toko... 

i Toseki 
i Makyu 

Sake.Makyu 

Timber and planks... Toko .. 

' Toscki 
Makyu 
Hokkokei 


(Quantity. Value. 


Gallons... 

5,550 

* 

138 

It ••• 

5,525 

196 

ft ••• 

11,330 

4*24 

It ••• 

1,650 

55 

172 

|(t 

• •• 

398 



166 

M§ 


442 

Cwis. ... 

1 

26 



3 

Cuts. ... 

35$ 

1,163 


... 

2,683 


... 

1,236 

• •• 

• •• 

*2,677 



8G7 


... 

1,336 


Quantify. 

Value. 

Value. 


£ 

j * • 

17,810 

506 

- 318 

8,470 

317 

- 121 

20,855 

702 

- 278 

1,050 

37 

+ 18 


100 

+ 72 


614 

- 2J6 


868 

- 682 


G13 

- 171 



+ 26 



. + 3 

2,282 

3,623 

- 2,465 

... 

2,164 

+ 219 


1,284 

48 


1,861 

+ 813 

... 

3,054 

- 2,187 

• • * 

866 

+ 530 


Table V.—Return showing Principal Articles of Export from 
the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu aud Hokkokei during 
the Years 1904-1903. 


Articles. 

Tort. 

1904. 

1903 

1 

Increase 
or Decrease 
In 1904 
compared 
with 1903. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

Oil cake. 

Toko . 

Cwts. 

••• 

£ 

Cwts. 

1,688 

£ 

144 

_ 

£ 

144 


TOscki. 

18,507 

1,878 

13,562 

1,288 


590 


Makyu. 

2,431 

187 

5,933 ; 

695 

— 

208 


Hokkokei 

18,680 

1,726 

9,735 r 

852 

+ 

874 

Rice . 

Toko ... 

532 

146 

5,291 

1,491 

— 

1,846 

Toseki. 

844 


3,280 

1,000 

— 

750 


Makyu . 


• M 

3,*216 

1,009 


1,009 


Hokkokei 

356 

139 

2,216 ! 

797 


658 

Sugar, brown ... 

Toscki. 

857 

406 

1,480 

685 

— 

279 

Hokkokei 

2,343 

1,031 

2,186 ! 

957 

+ 

71 

Scsanuun seed... 

Toko... 

*2,294 

942 

2,890 

1,187 

— 

245 


Toseki. 

3,576 

1,613 

446 

206 

+ 

1,407 


Makyu. 

1,343 

594 

529 

377 

+ 

217 


Hokkokei 

380 

166 

03 

27 

+ 

139 
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Table VI. —Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks, Coastwise) 
at the Ports of Tok5, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during 
the Year 1904. 

Entered. 


Steam. Junks. Total. 


Tort. 

Nationality. 

Number* 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese 



11 

296 

11 

296 


Chinese 


••• 

i 24 

440 

24 

440 


Total 

... 

... 

36 

736 

36 

736 

Toseki . 

Japanese 



23 

634 

23 

634 


Chinese 

••• 

• •• 

41 

910 

41 

910 


Total 

... . i 

... 

64 

1,444 

64 

1,444 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

8 

10,126 

42 

1,028 

60 

11,464 


Chinese 

**• 

... 

l 30 

842 

30 

842 


Total 

8 

10,426 

1 72 

i 

1,870 

80 

12,296 

Hokkokei . 

Japanese 

.... 


l 

17 

1 

17 


Chinese 

- ; 

... 

31 

881 

31 

881 


Total 

... 

... 

32 

898 

32 

898 


Grand total 

8 1 

10,426 

| 203 


211 

16,374 


Cleared. 


Port. 

i 

i 

1 

j Nationality. 

Steam. 

Junks. 

Total. 

Number 

of 

Vcafels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

VCMCII. 

Tonnage. 

TokO ... 

.Japanese 

... 


9 

266 

9 

266 


Chinese 

... 

... 

19 

388 

10 

368 


Total 

... 

... 

28 

634 

28 

634 

Toseki 

. Japanese 



22 

566 

22 

666 


Chinese 

... 

• •a 

42 

1,438 

42 

1,488 


| Total 


■BHKH 

2,004 

64 

2,004 

Mak ju (Pescadores) Japanese (coast- 








' wise). 

3 




55 

5,508 


Chinese 





15 

363 


j Total 

3 

4,281 

67 

1 . J 

mm 

6,871 

Hokkokei 

.Japanese 



2 

36 

2 

36 


, Chinese 

••• 

• •• 

30 

868 

30 

868 


j Total 

... 

••• 

32 

804 

32 

894 


Grand total 

i 

3 

4,281 

191 

6,122 

194 

9,403 
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Table VII. —Return of all Shipping at the Open Porta of 
Anping and Takow during the Years 1904-1903. 


Entered. 



| 

Steam. 

fU-IUng. 

TOOL 

Nationality. 

Tear, j 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Verne Is. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. ; 


Foreign going— 





1,661 

13 


British ... 

1904 

*10 

13,097 

3 


1903 

4 

4,369 

3 

2,684 

I 


Gherman.. 

1904 

21 

24,705 

... 

B 

21 


Swedish . 

1904 

I 

1,024 



1 


Norwegian 

1904 

11 

7,560 

wee 


11 


1903 

1 

771 



1 


Japanese 

1904 

6 

4,938 

... 


6 


1903 

29 

21,089 



29 


Total 

1904 


51,324 

3 

1,661 

62 

52,878 


1903 


26,229 

3 

2,684 

87 

28,918 

Coasting— 

British 








1904 

31 

44,305 

eee 


31 

44,306 

German... 

1904 

62 

83,012 

•ee 


82 

86,019 

Norwegian 

1904 

8 

2,487 

••• 


P| 

*6481 

Japanese 

1904 

102 

189,782 

eee 

■ 


180,781 

1903 

818 

424,178 

... 


mm 

424,178 

Total 

1904 

198 

319,686 


■ 

198 

319,588 


1903 

818 

424,178 

eee 


msm 

424,178 

Junks, foreign- 








going— 







M07 

Japanese 

1904 

ete 

• M 

63 

1,407 

63 

1903 

... 

• •• 

68 

1,435 

68 

1,435 

Chinese. 

1904 

111 

• •• 

93 

2,541 

93 

2,541 


1903 

... 

eee 

61 

1,799 

61 

1,728 

Total... ... 

1904 

. 


166 

3,948 

■» 

5.248 


1903 

... 

... 


3,234 

mm 

8,234 

Foreign-going ... 
feasting m «. 

1904 

1904 

49 

198 

51,324 

319,586 

B 

1,551 

o 

52,875 

519,688 

Junks, foreign- 






. 

1904 

sse 

— 

166 

3,948 

mM 

5,948 

Grand total ... 

1904 

247 

370,910 

160 

5,499 

406 

276 400 


1903 

352 

460,407 

132 

5,918 

484 

466,996 
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Cleared. 




Steam. 

Selling. 

Total. 

Nationality’ 

Tear. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign-going— 


mMmm 

8,106 


1,551 

10 


British ... ... 

1904 

; ; n 

8 

9,659 


1908 

■ 

4,869 

8 

2,684 

7 

7,063 

Gorman... «. 

1904 

14 

14,224 

•M 

■ 

14 

14,224 

Norwegian 

1904 

9 

6,287 

■ 

■ 

9 

6,237 

1903 

1 

771 



1 

771 

Japanese 

1904 

8 

2,001 



3 

2,001 


1908 

20 

17,848 

WM 


26 

17,343 

Total 

1904 

83 

80,570 

8 

1,551 

36 

82,121 


1908 

81 

22,488 

8 

2,684 

34 

25,167 

Coasting— 



49,785 





British. 

1904 

81 

... 

eee 

31 

49,785 

German... 

1904 

63 

87,618 

ess 

... 

G3 

87,618 

Norwegian 

1904 

8 

2,487 

eee 

ese 

3 

2,487 

Japanese 

1904 

106 

148,079 

eee 

sss 

105 

143,679 


1908 

320 

429,467 

eee 


820 

429,467 

Total 

1904 

202 

288,560 

eee 

see 

202 

283,669 


1908 

820 

429,467 

... 

eee 

ii 

429,467 

junks, foreign* 






■ 


Japanese 

1904 

ewe 


65 

1,278 

-By 

1,278 


1908 


• •« 

75 

1,606 


1,608 

Chinese... ... 

1904 


... 

88 

2,280 


2,289 


1903 



63 

2,221 

mm. 

2,221 

Total 

1904 


■ 

148 

8,567 

148 

8,567 


1903 

mm 

mm 

188 

3,829 

188 

8,829 

Foreign-going ... 
Coasting . 

1904 

1904 

88 

202 

80,670 

288,569 

3 

ess 

1,551 

• H 

86 

202 

32,121 

283,569 

Junks, foreign- 








going . 

1904 

eee 

eee 

143 

3,567 

143 

8,567 

Grand total 

1904 

286 

814,189 

146 

6,118 

881 

819,257 


1908 

861 

461,950 

141 

6,613 

492 

468,463 
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No. 3706. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 3490. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan (South 
Formosa) for the Year 1905 

By Mk. Consul Wileman. 

(Rceoived at Foreign Office, August 8, 1906.) 


The total value of the import and export trade of the two open Total valuo of 
• ports of Anping and Takow wa3 1,527,1922. against 1,224,197/. in tra<lo > 

1904, showing an increase in 1905 of 302,995/. increase 

The total value of the import trade was 631,46Gf. against increase of 
522,892?. in 1904, showing an increase in 1905 of 108,574/. In im P ort trude - 
1904 there was a decrease of 38,541/. as compared with 1903. 

The total value of the export trade was 895,726?. against Increase of 
701,305/. in 1904, showing an increase in 1905 of 194,421/. oxport trade. 

The following comparative table gives the total values of the Total trado. 
import and export trades for the years 1904-05, and the average Comparison 
for the five years 1900-04 :— rears 


y i I Increase or Decrease in 

j 1905 compared with— 



! 1 

io:g. ; 

! . j 

1 Average, 
1004. Fire Years 

! 1000-04. 

! 

| 

1901. 

Average, 
Five Years 
1900-04. 

Imports .. 

Exports 

i £ 

.. 631,466 

.. 805,726 

£ . j 

522,892 

701,305 

£ 

471,978 

505,948 

£ 

+ 108,574 
+ 194,421 

i 

£ 

+ 159,488 
+ 389,778 

Totul 

.. 1,527,192 

1,221,197 

977,926 

+ 302,995 

+ 540,2CG 


The total trade for 1905 exceeded the figures for the average 
value of the five years 1900-04 by 549,266/., and the satisfactory 
feature of the year’s trade is that the decrease in the import trade 
chronicled in 1904 has been fully compensated for in the succeeding 
year. 


(1063) 
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Total trade. 
Japan and 
foreign 
countries. 


Total trade 
witli foreign 
countries. 

Percentages 
of total trade. 


Imports (vide 
Table I). 


Imports from 

foreign 

countries. 


Tbe United 
Kingdom and 
colonies, 
import trade 
with. 


British 

imports, 

customs 

classification 

of. 

Irish trade 
1 at ions. 


The following comparative table shows the total values of im¬ 
ports and exports for 1905 from and to Japan and from and to 
foreign countries respectively :— 


Country. 


Value. 


Imports. j - 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ i 

£ 

£ 

Japan .. •• •• 

330,650 

844,901 

1,225,551 

China. 

111,494 

j 

35,362 

146,856 

United States of America, 

including Philippine Islands j 

1 64,237 1 

t • 

64,237 

United Kingdom and Colonies, 
comprising Hong-Kong only 

62,703 ! 

15,463 

78,166 

Germany . 

4,430 ! 

• • 

4,480 

Other countries •• 

17,902. I 

• • 

17,902 

Total .. 

631,466 

895,726 

1,527,192 


The total volume of the import and export trade with foreign 
countries amounted to 301,041?., showing as compared with 1904 
a decrease of 29,887 1. 

Japan monopolised 80 per cent, of the total trade as against 
73 per cent, in 1904, the remaining percentages being divided 
amongst foreign countries as follows:—China, 10 per cent., a loss 
of 3 per cent.; United States of America, 4 per cent., a loss of 
1 per cent.; United Kingdom, 5 per cent., a loss of 1 per cent.; 
Germany, £ per cent., a loss of £ per cent.; other countries, 1 per 
cent. 

The statistics of the import trade, which are shown in Table I 
annexed to this report, are divided into imports from foreign 
countries and from Japan. 

The total value of goods imported from foreign countries was 
250,816?. against 264,670?. in 1904, showing a decrease of 13,854?. 
in 1905, compared with the average of the five years 1900-04 there 
was an increase of 14,755?. 

It may be mentioned that no direct import trade is carried on 
with the United Kingdom or any of the British colonies, except 
Hong-Kong. All imports entering this Consular district from the 
United Kingdom or any other European country consist in the 
first instance of goods specially ordered from Europe which have 
been transhipped at Hong-Kong, or more generally of merchaniso 
imported into Hong-Kong and ordered from there as occasion 
requires. 

Imports entering from the United Kingdom are never recorded 
in the Japanese customs returns as being of English, Scotch, Irish 
or Welsh origin, but are classified under the general term of British 
goods without any distinction being made. This, of course, renders 
it impossible to ascertain, as has been officially instructed, whether 
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there are any goods of Iiish origin amongst the British imports import* of 
entering this Consular district. There is no direct trade with origin. 
Ireland and no goods of Irish origin are, as far as can “be ascer¬ 
tained, imported into this Consular district. The demand for all 
kinds of foreign goods is declining annually owing to high tariffs 
and competition with Japanese goods which enter duty free. 

Occasional direct imports arc made of rails or kerosene oil from 
the United States. 

The total value of goods imported from Japan was 380,6501. Import* from 
against 258,2221. in 1904, showing an increase of 122,4281. in 1905. Ja P on - 

The percentages of the imports trade were distributed in the Share* of 
following manner :—Japan, f>0 {>er cent, (against 49 per cent, in ttnd 
1904); China, 21 per cent.; United Kingdom, 10 per cent.; United countries in 
States of America, 9 per cent.; Germany, 1 per cent.; other the import 
countries, 3 per cent.; since 1904 China and the United States trttdo ‘ 
have lost 4 per cent, each, the United Kingdom 2 per cent, and 
Germany 1 per cent. 

The following comparative tabic shows the total values of 
imports from Japan and foreign countries during the years 
1901-05:— 


Value. 


Year. 

1 

i 

Japan. 

Foreign 

Countries. 


£ 

£ 

1001 . 

203.627 

237,940 

1902 . 

2L9.867 

203,454 

1903 •• •• •• • * 

336,802 

224,631 

100* . 

258,222 

964,670 

1905 

380,650 

250,816 

i * 


Reference to the returns of imports of foreign and Chinese Analyai* of 
goods (vide Table I) shows increases in 12 principal articles of " n P orU - 
import whilst decreases are shown in 13 items. 

The most conspicuous increases, over 1,0001. in value, are in 
the cases of miscellaneous cotton goods, mats for packing, mis¬ 
cellaneous foreign and Chinese goods; the most conspicuous 
decreases are rails and fittings, railway materials, kerosene, refined 
sugar, timber and planks. 

Under the heading of rails and fittings and railway materials Rail* and 
there is a large decrease of 22,0781., of 18,1081. in rails and fittings * nd 
and 3,9701. in materials. material*. 

The large decrease of 20,3361. in refined sugar is due to the fact Refined *ugar. 
that the large importations of 1904 were quite unusual and ex¬ 
ceptional and were made for the special reasons stated in the trade 
report for 1904. 

Kerosene was imported to the extent of 900,920 gallons, valued Kerosene. 
(1063) 
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Leaf tobacco 
and prepared 
tobacco. 


Japanese 

goods. 


Expoit* (ride 
Table III). 


Values of 
export trade 
to foreign 
countries and 
Japan. 

Imports from 
foreign 
counti ies. 


Excess over 
exports to. 


at 22,2142., against 1,733,525 gallons, value 39,0892., in 1904, 
showing a decrease in value of 16,8752. 

Leaf tobacco, which was imported to the extent of 9,872 cwts., 
value 15,8462., shows an increase of 3,9142. as compared with 1904. 
No prepared tobacco was imported in 1904, importations having 
gradually dwindled down to the value of 512. in 1904 and to zero 
in 1905. The reason assignable for this is due to the fact that the 
import of tobacco is, owing to the Tobacco Monopoly Law, now 
carried on by Government, which only imports leaf tobacco for 
the manufacture of prepared tobacco in Formosa. 

Under the heading of Japanese goods (vide Table I) 12 items 
show an increase, the chief of which are cotton piece-goods, fish, 
matches, railway materials, cigarettes and miscellaneous; on the 
other hand eight items show a decrease, most conspicuously in 
sake and timber and planks. 

It is satisfactory to note that, whereas in 1904 there was, owing 
to the Russo-Japanese war, the large deficit in the total value of 
the import trade from Japan of 78,5802. as compared with 1903, 
yet in 1905, notwithstanding the continuance of the war for more 
than half the year, there was a gain of 122,4282. as compared with 
1904. Whereas in 1.904 imports from foreign countries increased 
and imports from Japan greatly diminished owing to the war in 
1905 exactly the contrary took place, Japanese imports having 
greatly increased and foreign imports diminished. 

The total value of the export trade shows the very large increase, 
as compared with 1904, of 194,4212., and as compared with the 
average value for the five years 1900-04, of 389,7782. This 
increase is attributed to a great increase in the export of raw sugar 
and rice to Japan. 

The total value of the export trade to foreign countries in 1905 
was 50,8252., and to Japan 844,9012. 

Imports from foreign countries show an excess over exports to 
foreign countries of 199,9912., as follows:— 



Value. 

Import» from foreign countries .« • . 

Exports to foreign countries 

£ 

250,81 G 

50,825 

Excess of imports •. 

199,991 


The excess of imports from foreign countries was in 1904 
197,8122. 
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Exports to Japan show an excess over imports from Japan of Export* to 
464,2511., as follows :— Japan. 

Eicoss over 



Value* 


£ 

Exports to Japan .. 

841,901 

Imports fiom Japan .. .. 

880,650 

.. 

Excess of experts .. 

464,251 


import* from. 


The total export trade to foreign countries and Japan shows an 
excess over the total imports from foreign countries and Japan of 
264,2601. against 178,4131. in 1904, thus more than counterbalancing 
the excess of imports from foreign countries. 

The following table summarises the total values of the shares of Share* of 
Japan and foreign countries in the export trade during the years and 

Japan in 
export trade. 


1901-05 



Va’ue. 

Year. 

Foreign 

Countries. 


Japan. 

Total. 


£ 


£ 

* 

1905 . 

60,823 


844 901 

895,726 

1904 . 

66,858 


63 1,417 

701,305 

1903 . 

70,510 


483,888 

554,423 

1902 . 

148,736 


347,772 

496,508 

1901 .. e. ‘ .. 

1*60,231 


255,953 

41G,184 

Increase or decrease in 1903 





compared with—• 





1904 . 

16,033 

+ 

210,434 

+ 194,421 

1903 •* • • • • 

- 19,715 

+ 

361,013 

+ 311,298 

1902 . 

97,911 

+ 

497,129 

+ 399,218 

1901 . 

- 109,40G 

+ 

588,948 

+ 479,543 


From this table it will be observed that the exports to foreign 
countries for 1905 show a decrease as compared with those for 
the year 1901 of 109,4061., whilst exports from Japan for the same 
years show an increase in 1905 of 588,9481. as compared with 1901. 

It seems highly probable that not many years hence Japan will 
entirely absorb the whole of the exports from this Consular district, 
the export trade to foreign countries having dwindled from 160,231Z. 
in 1901 to 50,8251. in 1905. 

The total value of the export trade in 1905 was divided between Percentage of 
Japan, China and the United Kingdom and Colonies in the following of 
proportionsJapan, 94 per cent., an increase of 3£ per cent.; countries and 
China, 4. per cent., a loss of 4$ per cent.; and the United Kingdom Japan. 
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and colonies, 2 per cent., a gain of 1 per cent. As is the case in the 
import trade, there is no direct trade with the United Kingdom or 
any of her colonies except Hong-Kong. 

The most conspicuous of the exports in 1903 were raw sugar, rice, 
hemp and salt, which monopolised respectively 66, 3, 2 and 1 per 
cent, of the total value of the export trade, the remaining 28 per 
cent, being assignable to other exports, such as lungan, &c. 

As regards raw sugar there was a gain of 46 per cent, as com • 
pared with 1904. The total amount exported in 1905 was 
830,620 cwts. valued at 598,668f., against 705,837 cwts. valued at 
409,6401. in 1904, showing an increase in value of 189,0281. as 
compared with 1904. The average total value for the five years 
1900-04 was 328,1161., and shows an increase when compared with 
1905 of 270,5521. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of raw sugar 
exported to Japan, and to China and Hong-Kong respectively during 
1905:— 


Kind of Sugar. 

Japan. 

China and IIung-Konff. 

i 

Total. 

1 ' . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. | 

i 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 


Cwt§. 

< 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwto. 

£ 

Brown ingar ... 

... 827,074 

595,831 

1,151 

MS 

828,825 

590,C79 

White ingar ... 

119 

156 

1,076 

1,833 

1,795 

1,989 

Total ... 

827,793 

595,987 

2,827 

2.G81 

830.G20 | 

l 

598,668 


f As compared with the figures for 1904 there is a large increase in 
the exportation to Japan of 153,211 cwts. and 291,8061. Exports 
to China and Hong-Kong decreased from 31,255 cwts., value 21,8471., 
in 1904, to 2,827 cwts., value 2,6811., in 1903, this decrease having 
helped to swell the increase in exports to Japan. 

The export of white raw sugar to Japan and to China and Hong- 
Kong reached a very low figure in 1905, having fallen from 
54,232 cwts., value 49,9971., in 1904, to 1,795 cwts., value 1,8991., in 
1905. This great decrease is mainly attributable to the fact that 
large quantities of white sugar which were exported in 1904 .under 
the classification of white sugars were in 1905 exported under the 
classification of brown sugars. The tendency at present, however, 
is to manufacture brown sugars only, and the white grades which are 
now placed on the market are not so white as white grades of former 


years 

Review of the In consequence of over-speculation during the season 1904-05 
tugor market, the sugar market in Yokohama dropped from 12 yen per picul * 
(11. 5s.) in March, 1905, to 7 yen 50 sen per picul (15s. 7id.) in 
October, 1905, and very heavy losses were incurred by all holders 
of sugar in South Formosa, so much so that a group of Formosan 
Chinese sugar merchants became financially embarrassed and 
practically ceased to export. As these merchants hitherto con- 


# 1 picul — 133i lbs. 
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trolled about 50 per cent, of the sugar export and made large 
advances to various native mills whose products they control, their 
embarrassment had a widespread effect and hurried the financial 
crisis in South Formosa which, it had been anticipated, would occur 
if more specie were not sent out of the country for the purchase of 
new machinery. Prices opened in Tainan in the month of Decem¬ 
ber, 1905, at 7 yen (14s. 7 d.) per picul, rose to 7 yen 50 sen (15s. l\i.) 
per picul only for a very short time, and then steadily declined, 
closing in May at about G yen (12s. Gi.) per picul. The crop for 
1905-08 was a large one, more cane having been planted on account 
of the high prices obtained in the previous season. It was feared at 
one time that the 1 financial crisis caused by the embarrassment of the 
native merchants already referred to might be so serious as to pre¬ 
vent the whole crop being reaped, owing to difficulty in borrowing 
the necessary funds to renew the mills, but the banks rendered 
financial assistance, and the crisis, although not quite over, is now 
less severe. 

For foreign merchants the season has not been a bad one. In¬ 
deed the tightness of the money market amongst native merchants 
has had the effect of throwing a much larger share of the trade than 
usual into the hands of Europeans. And the comparative steadi¬ 
ness of prices ha3 allowed of a brisk commission business with no 
speculation. 

The year 1905 was characterised by the large number of native- Erection of 
owned semi-foreign style mills erected. With one or two exceptions sugar mills, 
the mills all employ foreign cane crusliing mills driven by steam or 
kerosene engines, but retaining the old style evaporating process. 

47 mills were erected, ranging in size from a crushing capacity of 
40 tons per 24 hours to 200 tons ; all were bought in Glasgow. As 
regards motive power, however, 15 sets of steam and 3 sets of kerosene 
motive powers were obtained from the United States owing to lower 
prices. There are now 67 new style mills with a total crushing 
capacity of 5,330 tons of cane in 24 hours, representing 60 to 70 
per cent, of the total crop. Of these, six mills, representing a daily 
crushing capacity of 1,350 tons, make centrifugal sugar, while the 
remainder still manufacture the old 3tyle “ brown sugar,” but 
considerably improved in quality. It is expected that as the 
native Chinese become more experienced that they will adopt more 
modern machinery and that eventually there will be a regular central 
factory system. Owing to the difficulties caused by inexperience 
in working new machinery, the 1905-06 crop has not been worked 
off as quickly as usual, and there is consequently a lesser area of 
cane planted for the coming season, 1906-07, than in 1905. This 
is partly due to the low prices received during the 1905-06 season. 

But although the area planted is less, it is expected that the new 
crop for 1906-07 will not be much smaller than that for the 
previous season on account of the large increase in Rose bamboo 
sugar-cane planted. This cane yields about three times the quantity, 
area for area, produced by the old style bamboo canes, which are 
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Rice. 


Salt. 


Semi-open 

ports. 


rapidly being abandoned, and it is anticipated that within the 
next few years there will be no more old style bamboo canes 
left, except- in places which are not suitable for the Rose bam¬ 
boo. It is calculated that the output per acre from the old style 
bamboo canes is from 10 to 15 tons per acre, and from the Rose 
bamboo about 3) tons per acre. 

There was a great increase in the export of rice, 786,520 cwts., 
value 227,9661., having been exported in 1905 against 323,183 cwts., 
value 101,3351., in 1904. The spring and autumn crops were 
average in quantity and large exports were made to Japan to supply 
the demand consequent on the bad Japanese harvest. The export 
of rice to Japan is considerably stimulated by the fact that there is 
a very heavy duty of 64 sen (Is. id.) per picul on foreign rice im¬ 
ported into Japan, from which, of course, Formosan rice is exempted. 

The export of salt decreased from 594,274 cwts., value 72,9011., in 
1904 to 448,219 cwts., value 10,4911., in 1905, showing a decrease 
in value of 62,4101. The reason is largely attributable to a bad 
harvest, owing to the prevalence of much rain during the manu¬ 
facturing season. 

The following comparative table gives the value of the import 
and export trade for 1904-05 of four special open ports, opened by 
a notification of the Governor-General of Formosa in August, 1899. 
Only ships of Chinese construction, namely, junks, may enter and 
clear at these ports, and vessels other than Chinese may not import 
or export cargo without special permission from the Governor- 
General unless chartered by Japanese subjects:— 


Port. 


1905. 

i 

i 


1904. 


Import*. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 


Toko... ... ... 

TosekI . 

Makju (Petcaduves) . 

Hokkokei. 

£ 

1,604 

3,024 

10,364 

2,933 

£ 

995 

2,458 

5,069 

2,460 

£ 

2,599 

5,482 

15,433 

5,401 

£ 

8,510 

9,073 

26,667 

6,079 

£ 

2,605 

D,C66 

7,782 

4,.361 

£ 

11.115 

18,139 

34,449 

10,430 

Total . 

17,927 

10,983 

28,915 

50,329 

2.3,804 

74,133 


The total value of the trade of these four ports has decreased by 
45,2181., as compared with 1904. In the cases of Tuseki, Toko and 
Hokkokei the respective decreases are due to the fact that much 
cargo formerly imported into these ports-from China in junks now 
enters the ports of Anping and Takow. These three ports are 
situated at some distance from the Formosan trunk railway, and were 
formerly good distributing centres for the junk trade previous to 
the extension of the railway which now runs from Tamsui in the 
north to Takow in the south without interruption. Now, however, 
the case is altered, and Anping and Takow being close to the railway 
are the best distributing centres for the junk trade. It is, however, 
certain that the junk trade of the west coast is slowly but surely 
being supplanted by steamboat trade. 

The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
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export arc given in Tables IV and V, and the shipping entered and 
cleared in Table VI. 

Statistics of all shipping entered and cleared at the open ports Shipping 
of Anping and Takow during the years 1903-04 are given in' etu T n ®- , 
Table VII annexed to this report. tXw 

The total shipping entered was 395 vessels of 290,135 tons Total 
against 40G vessels of 37G.409 tons in 1904, showing a decrease of « h, PP l . n g. 

11 vessels of 8G,274 tons in 1905. junks. 

The total number of foreign-going vessels entered, exclusive of Foreign-goirg 
junks, was 33 vessels of 31,798 tons against 52 vessels of 52,875 of 

tons in 1904, showing a decrease of 19 vessels of 21,077 tons in 1905. j un ks. 

The total number of coasting vessels entered was 205 vessels Coasting 
of 254,208 tons against 198 vessels of 319,586 tons in 1904, showing TC8selj - 
an increase of 7 vessels and a decrease in tonnage of 65,378 tons in 
1905. 

The number of Chinese and Japanese junks entered was 157 Junks, 
of 4,129 tons against 15G of 3,948 tons in 1905. foreign-going. 

The following comparative table shows the nationality of the 
vessels engaged in the foreign-going and coasting trades during 
1904-05, and ; the respective increase or decrease in the numbers 
and tonnage entered compared with 1904 :— 




i 

i 


i 

i 

Increase or Decrease 


1905. 

1904. ! 

in 1905 compared 





i 

with 1901. 

Nationality. 

Number 1 



i 

-- 

- - 



Number 


Number 



°f | 

Tonnage. 

t 

of 

Tonnage | 

t 

i 

of 

Tonnage. 

t 

Vowel*.! 

1 1 

Vessels. 

i 

Vessels. 


British .. 

- 36 

! 58,741 

44 

53,953 

1 

- 8 

212 

German ., 

64 

74,308 

83 

107,717 

- 19 

- 33,409 

Norwegian . • 

61 

54,818 

18,791 

14 

10,047 

+ 47 

1+ 41,771 

Swedish .« 

19 

1 

1,024 

+ 18 

+ 17,767 

Total 

180 

2C6,658 

79,318 

142 

177,741 

+ 38 

+ 28,917 

Japanese.* •• 

58 

108 

194,720 

- 50 

- 115,372 

Grand total 

238 

286,006 

250 

372,461 

- 12 

- 86,455 


It was remarked in the trade report for 1904 that the con- increase in 
spicuous feature of the shipping returns for that year was the European 
unprecedented increase in the entries of European shipping engaged ‘ 
in the foreign-going and coasting trades. This increase was still 
further augmented during 1905 when 180 vessels of 206,658 tons 
entered against 142 vessels of 177,741 tons in 1904, showing an 
increase of 38 vessels of 28,917 tons for 1905. 

Japanese shipping engaged in the foreign-going and coasting Decrease in 
trades again suffered a large decrease in 1905, only 58 vessels of Japanese 
79,348 tons having entered in 1905 as against 108 vessels of 194,720 0l " lipmg- 
tons in 1904, showing a decrease of 50 vessels and 115,372 tons. 
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European 
vessels. 
Foreign- 
going trade, 

European 

vessels. 

Coasting 

trade. 


Japanese 
votsels. 
Foreign-going 
and coasting. 


Comparison 

with 

European 

vessels. 


Foreign 

residents. 


Subsidy to 
British Ice 
Company. 


The number of European vessels engaged in the foreign-going 
trade which entered during 1905 was 33 of 31,798 tons against 
46 vessels of 47,937 tons in 1904, showing a decrease of 13 vessels of 
16,139 tons in 1905. 

This decrease, however, is fully compensated for by the increase 
in European vessels entering engaged in the coasting trade; the 
share contributed by them was 147 vessels of 174,860 tons against 
96 vessels of 129,804 tons in 1904, showing an increase of 51 vessels 
of 45,056 tons. 

Both Japanese foreign-going and coasting vessels suffered a great 
decrease in 1905. Of foreign-going there were no entries against 
6 entries of 4,938 tons in 1904. Of coasting vessels there were 
102 entries of 189,782 tons in 1904, showing a decrease of 44 vessels 
of 110,434 tons in 1905. 

The Japanese foreign-going and coasting trades therefore 
decreased in 1905 by the total amount of 50 vessels and 115,372 tons, 
whilst although European vessels engaged in the foreign trade 
showed in 1905 a decrease of 13 vessels and 16,139 tons, yet those 
engaged in the coasting trade showed an increase of 51 vessels of 
45,056 tons. 

The majority of the foreign steamers engaged in the foreign and 
coasting trades were chartered by the Osaka Shosen Kaisha (Osaka 
Merchant Steamship Company) in order to replace steamers which 
had been requisitioned by Government for transport purposes during 
the Russo-Japanese war. A few were also chartered by the Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha and Nippon Yusen Kaisha. A notable feature of the 
year’s returns is that whereas in 1904 the German flag was pre¬ 
dominant in the foreign-going and coasting trades with a total of 
83 vessels, the British flag being a bad second, Norwegian third, 
and Swedish fourth, in 1905 Germany was first with only 64 vessels, 
19 less than in 1904, Norway second with 61 vessels, the United 
Kingdom third with 36 vessels and Sweden fourth with 19 
vessels. Norwegian vessels were employed to a great extent on 
account of the fact that they could be chartered at lower rates than 
German and British vessels and that owing to their small tonnage 
and draught they were more convenient for the trade. The 
competition of so many foreign vessels in the foreign-going and 
coasting trades is of course unique and entirely due to the Russo- 
Japanese war,* but it is to be anticipated, now that the war is over, 
that trade will be carried on as heretofore mainly by Japanese 
bottoms, as they are gradually released from Government service! 

In 1905 there were 28 British subjects resident in this Consular 
district, 17 males and 11 females, including 3 children. No persons 
of any other European nationality are resident here, and there are 
only four British firms doing business, chiefly in sugar and rice. 

A subsidy of 78 1. w«*s, in 1905, granted to the South Formosa 
Ice Company (a British Company) by the local authorities. This 
company is the only British company in Formosa of Japan which 
enjoys a Government subsidy. 
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In April, 1005, passengers by the Trans-Formosan Government Tmns- 
Railway were enabled to travel right through from Tamsui, or Kelung 
in the north to Takow in the south in 15 hours. One section only of Runway, 
the railway situated between Hakknk«’> and Koroton is still incom- 
pletcd. Passengers passing over this section are conveyed in small 
trucks holding two passengers running on a Decauville truck railway, 
and pushed by coolies. 

All calculations for the conversion of gold yen currency into Rate of 
sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen equals 2^, Id, exchange. 
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Table II.— Comparative Table of Total Value of Imports into 
Anping and Takow during the Five Years 1905-1901. 



Value of Import Trade. 

Total Value 
of Imports. 

Year. 

Foreign and 
Ohinese Goods. 

Japanese 

Goods. 

1906 . 

1904 . 

1908 . . 

1902 . 

1901 . 

. 

£ 

250,816 

264,670 

224,631 

203,454 

237,949 

£ 

380,650 

258,222 

336,802 

219,857 

203,627 

£ 

631,466 

522,892 

561,433 

423,311 

441,576 

Increase or decrease in 1905 
compared with— 

1904 . 

1903 . 

1902 . 

100X a • a a a a 

■ 

- 13,854 

+ 26,185 

+ 47,362 

4 12,867 

+ 122,428 
+ 43,848 

+ 160,793 
+ 177,023 

+ 108,574 
+ 70,033 

+ 208,155 
+ 189,890 


(1063) 
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Table IY. —Return showing Principal Articles of Import into 
the Ports of Toko, Toscki, Makyti and Hokkokei during the 
Year 1905. 






1905a 

Articles. 

Port. 









Quantity. 

Value; 






£ 

Kerosene. 

T6k6 

... 

Gallons 

23,270 

691 


Toseki ... 

... 


9,480 

299 


Makyu ... 

... 

n *** 

22,195 

635 


Hokkokei... 



690 

18 

Nankeen cloth . 

Toko 




37 


Toeeki ... 




30 


Makyu ... 

... 

•a* 


198 


Hokkokei... 




103 

Bice . 

Toeeki ... 

|#i 


227 

85 


Makyu ... 

... 

Gwts. 

9,451 

3,331 

Sake . 

Makyu ... 

... 


■pm 

4,128 

Timber and planks 

T5ka. 

... 


HP ®|: 

876 


Toeeki ... 

... 



2,610 


Makyu ... 

... 

••• 


2,072 


Hokkakei 

... 

... 

1 



Table Y.— Return showing Principal Articles of Export from 
the Ports of T6k6, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during 


the Year 1905. 


1005. 


Article, 


Port 


Oil cake ... 

Bice 


Sesamum seed 


Taka... 

TOeeki 

Makyu 

HokkOkei 

Tflk «... 

Tteeki 

Makyu 

Hokkokei 

Tokd 

Toeeki 

Makyu 

Hokkokei 


Quantity. 


Value. 


IM 


• •I 


Cwts. 

£ 

1,080 

128 

14,421 

1,848 

14,248 


25,439 

2,418 

8,722 

828 

818 

248 

9,110 

1,741 

79 

24 

120 

49 

1,800 

862 

244 

118 

51 

24 
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Table YI.— Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks, Coastwise) 
at the Forts of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei daring 
the Year 1905. 

Entered. 




Steam. 

Junks. 

Total. 

Port. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

NumbcT 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko. 

Japanese 

Chinese 


• •• 

4 

no 

mm 

no 


... 

••• 

31 

497 

mm 

497 


Total 

• •• 

••• 

35 

•07 

Ei 

* 807 

T 6 seki . 

Japanese 

Chinese 



24 

809 

24 

609 


... 


24 

608 

24 

608 


Total 


... 

48 

1,217 

48 

1,217 

Makyu (Pescadores). 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

11 

15,729 

33 

724 

44 

14.4U 


Chinese 

••e 

... * 

18 

4*9 

18 

439 


Total 

11 

15,729 

51 

1,163 

•2 

16,891 

Hokkokei . 

Japanese 


mm 

3 

57 

3 

57 


Chinese 

... 


31 

850 

81 

859 

1 

Total 

... 

mm 

34 

907 

84 

•07 

i 

Grand total 

11 

15,729 

168 

3,894 

179 

19,628 


Cleared. 


Port. 

Nationality. 

Steam. 

Jnnka. 

Total. 

Number 

of i Tonnage. 
Vessels, j 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

_ 1 

5 

24 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

— 

T6k5. 

toseki 

Makyu (Pescadores) 

HokkOkel ... 

Japanese 
Chinese . ... 

Total 

Japanese 

Chinese 

Total 

Japanese (coast¬ 
wise) . 

Chinese 

Total 

Japanese 

Chinese 

Total 

Grand total 


■ 4 . 

115 

456 

5 

24 

116 

468 

••• 

... 

29 

571 

29 

671 

««• 

• •• 

• •• 

18 

21 

El 

19 

21 

442 

668 

... 

• •• 

wm 

995 

mm 

993 

9 

• •• 

12,646 

i 

1,209 

487 

62 

16 


9 

12,646 

69 

1,687 

78 

14,686 

• •• 

m 

2 

32 

51 

889 

B 

61 

869 

... 

mm 

34 

940 

E5 

949 

9 

12,646 

171 

1 4,193 

180 

16,819 
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Table VII.— Return of all Shipping at the Open Ports of 
Anping and Takow during the Years 1905-1904. 

Entered. 




Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Naitooalitj. 

Tear. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign going— 
British. 

1906 

2 

6,465 


Ml 

1 

■MM 


1904 


18,097 

8 

1,661 


mIKi' K 

German. 

1905 

12 

12,624 


m 

^BT^B 

‘iBTYvTBi 


1904 

21 

24,706 



■ 

24,706 

Swedish . 

1904 

1 

1,024 


iiisBW^Bift: 

SUbBS 

1,024 

Norwegian 

1905 

19 

33,809 

see 

■ 


18,809 

1904 

11 

7.660 

... 

■ 


7,660 

Japanese 

1904 

6 

4,938 

... 


mm 

4,968 

Total 

1906 

33 

31,798 


... 

33 

31,798' 


1904 

49 

51,324 

3 

1,551 

62 

62,876 

Coasting— 

British. 

1906 

34 

63,276 



34 

63,276 


1904 

81 

44,305 

... 

... 

31 

44,306 

German... 

1906 

62 

61,784 

... 


52 

61,784 


1904 

62 

83,012 



62 

83,012 

Swedish. 

1905 

19 

J 8,791 

,, 

... 

19 

18,731 

None egian 

1906 

42 

41,009 

... 

... 

42 

41,000 

1904 

3 

2,487 

... 


3 

2,487 

Japanese 

1906 

58 

79,348 

... 

... 

68 

79,348 

1904 

102 

189,782 

... 

... 

102 

189,782 

Total 

1906 

205 

264,208 



205 

264,208 


1904 

198 

319,686 

... 

... 

198 

619,686 

Junks, foreign- 
going— 

Japanese 

1905 

• •• 

Ml 

89 

886 

39 

886 

1904 


M • 

G3 

1,407 

68 

1,407 

Chinese . 

1906 

... 

... 

118 

3,243 

118 

3,243 


1904 


... 

98 • 

2,641 

»* 

2,541 

Total . 

1906 



157 

4,129 

167 

4,129 


1904 

• a* 


156 

3,948 

156 

3,948 

Recapitulation — 








Foreign going .. 
Coasting . 

1906 

33 

31,798 


... 

83 

31,798 

1906 


264,208 

... 

... 

205 

264,208 

Junks, foreign- 
going . 

1906 

■ft 

... 

157 

4,129 

167 

4,129 

Grand total ... 

1906 

238 

2*6,006 

167 

4,129 

895 

290,136 


1904 

247 

370,910 

169 

6,499 

406 

376,400 
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Cleared. 




Steam. 

Sailing. 

Tots}. 

Nationality. 

Year. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign going— 
British. 

1906 

2 

6,405 



2 

6)406 

German. 

1»04 

7 

8,108 

3 

1,561 

eee 

10 

9,660 

1906 

12 

12,115 

... 

12 

12,116 

Norwegian 

1904 

14 

14,224 



14 

14,224 

1905 

18 

13,272 



18 

13,272 

Japanese 

1904 

9 

6 237 

D t| 


9 

6,237 

1904 

3 

2,001 

... 

ess 

3 

2,001 

Total 

1905 

32 

30,862 



32 

30,852 


1904 

33 

30,670 

3 

1,561 

36 

32,121 

Coasting— . 
British. 

1905 

3* 

53,276 



34 

63,276 


1904 

31 

49,785 

... 


31 

40,786 

German. 

1905 

62 

61,784 



52 

61 ,'784 

Swedish. 

1904 

63 

87,618 

... 


63 

87,618 

1905 

19 

18,791 



19 

18,791 

Norwegian 

1906 

42 

41,009 

, f # 


42 

41,000 

Japanese 

1904 

3 

2,487 

see 


3 

2,487 

1905 

58 

79,848 

% t f 


58 

79,348 


1904 

106 

143,679 



10G 

143,679 

Total 

1905 

205 

254,208 


... 

205 

254,208 


1904 

20? 

283,569 



202 

2*3,569 

J unk*, foreign- 








going— 








Japanese 

1905 

... 

... 

41 

962 

41 

962 


1904 

• •• 

... 

56 

1,278 

66 

1,278 

Chinese. 

190& 

... 

... 

111 

3,039 

111 

3,020 


1904 

... 

... 

88 

2,289 

* 

2,289 

Total 

1905 

... 


152 

4,001 

152 

4,001 


1904 


... 

143 

3,567 

143 

3,667 

Recapitulation— 

1905 







Foreign-going... 

32 

30,852 



32 

30,862 

Coasting 

1906 

205 

254,208 



205 

264,208 

Junks, foreign- 
going . 

1905 


... 

152 

4,001 

152 

4,001 

Grand total 

1905 

237 

285,060 

152 

4,001 

3*9 

289,061 


1904 

236 

314,139 

146 

5,118 

881 

319,267 
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No. 3863. 


Amlwal Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 3706. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan {South 
Formosa ) for the Tear 1906 by Mr. A. E. Wileman, His 
Majesty 1 s Consul at Tainan. 


The total value of the import and export trade of the two open In0l j®**« 
ports of Anping and Takow was 2,084,5211. against 1.527,1921. in 
1905, showing an increase in 1906 of 557,3291., to which imports 
contributed 110,6421. and exports 446,6871. in 1905, showing an 
increase in 1906 of 110,6421. 

The following table gives the total values of the import and Total trade, 
export trades for the years 1905-06 and the average for the five 
years 1901-05 :— year*. 



j 

Value. 

Increase in 1906 
compared with— 


1906. 

1906. 

Average, 
Fire Years 
1901-06. 

1906. 

i 

Average, 
Five Year* 
1901-06. 

Importa . 

Export! . 

£ 

742,106 

1,342,413 

£ 

631,486 

896,726 

£ 

616,138 

612,848 

£ 

110,642 

446,687 

£ 

225,972 

729,565 

Total 

2,084,62 L 

1,527,192 

1,128,984 

657,326 

955,687 


The total trade for 1906 exceeded the average of th6 five years 
1901-05 by 955,6371. Imports ;have increased in 1906 at about 
the same ratio as in 1905, the advantage being on the side of 1906. 
Exports, on the other hand, have increased in 1906 at more than 
double the ratio of 1905. 


(154) 
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Total trade. 
Japan and 
foreign 
countries, 


Percentages 
of tjtal trade. 


Imports (vide 
Table I). 


Imports from 

foreign 

countries. 


British 

imports. 


The following table ahows the total value of the trade with Japan 
and foreign countries during the year 1906 : — 


Value, 


Country. 


! 

Imports. 

'i 

Exports. j 

Total. 

• ! 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Japan .j 

482,741 

1,259,400 

! 1,742,141 

China . 

144,269 

68,407 

202,676 

United States, including 




Philippine Islands . 

43,552 

.... 

43,552 

United Kingdom and colonies, 




comprising Hong-Kong only 

62,382 

21,210 

83,592 

Germany .. 

3,209 

.... 

3,209 

Other countries . 

5,955 

3,396 

9,361 

Total 

742,108 

1,342,413 

2,084,521 


The total value of the trade with foreign countries amounted 
to 342,380?., showing as compared with 1905 an increase of 40,739?. 
In 1905 there was a decrease of 29,887?. as compared with 1904. 

Japan took 831 per cent, of the total trade against 80 per 
cent, in 1905 and 73 per cent, in 1904, the remaining percentages 
being divided amongst foreign countries as follows China, 9f per 
cent., a loss of J per cent, in 1906 ; United States of America, 2 per 
cent., a loss of 2 per cent.; United Kingdom, 4 per cent., a loss of 2 
per cent.; Germany, £ per cent, against £ per cent, in 1905; other 
countries, per cent, against 1 per cent, in 1905. 

The statistics of the import trade, which are shown in Table I 
annexed to this report, are divided into imports from foreign countries 
and from Japan. 

The total value of goods imported from foreign countries was 
259,367?. against 250,816?. in ] 905, showing an increase of 8,551?.; 
compared with the average of the five years 1901-05 there was an 
increase of 23,063?. 

Imports entering from the United Kingdom via Hong-Kong 
are never recorded in the Japanese customs returns as being of 
English, Scotch, Irish or Welsh origin, but are classified under the 
general term of British goods without any distinction being 
made. This, of course, renders it impossible to ascertain whether 
there are any goods of Irish origin amongst the British imports 
entering this Consular district. There is no direct trade with 
the United Kingdom and no goods of Irish orgin are, as far 
as can be ascertained, imported into Anping or Takow. All 
British goods entering are transhipped from Hong-Kong by the 
steamers of the Osaka Shosen Kaisha which run between Formosa 
and Hong-Kong every 10 days. British ships do not make Anping 
or Takow ports of call except for some special purpose as the 
occasional import of kerosene oil or rails, 
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The total value of goods imported from japan was 482,741/. J“P^ rts from 
against 380,650/. in 1905, showing an increase of 102,091/. af 1 

The percentages of the import trade were distributed in the follow- Percentages 
ing manner :—Japan, 65 per cent, against 60 per cent, in 1905 and °J a ^ port 
49 per cent, in 1904; China, 19£ per cent., a loss of 1£ per cent, in 
1906; United Kingdom, 8 per cent., a loss of 2 per cent.; United 
States of America, 6 per cent., a loss of 3 per cent.; Germany, £ per 
cent., a loss of £ per cent.; other countries, 1 per cent., a loss of 2 per 
cent. 

The following comparative table shows the total values of imports 
from Japan and foreign countries during the years 1901-06 :— 


1 

1 

Value. 

Year. 

Japan. 

Foreign 

Countries. 


£ 

£ 

1901 . 

203,627 

237,949 

1902 . 

219,857 

203,454 

1903 . 

336,803 

224,631 

1904 . 

258,222 

264,670 

1905 . 

380,660 

250,8l« 

1906 . 

482,741 

259,367 


As regards the imports of foreign and Chinese goods (Table I), 
the most conspicuous increases are in the cases of rails and fittings, 
gunny bags, mats for packing and tobacco leaf ; the most conspicuous 
decreases are in -flour and raw cotton. 

Under the heading of rails and fittings there is a large increase 
of 10,728/. 

The import of kerosene was valued at 22,200/. against 22,214/. 
in 1905. 

Gunny bags show the large increase of 11,010/., mats for packing 
of 6,105/., and leaf tobacco of 26,485/. 

Under the heading of “ Japanese goods ” (Table I) 17 out of 
the 21 articles tabulated show increases, the most conspicuous 
being timber, cigarettes, sake, metalware and matches. 

The total value of the export trade shows the very large increase 
of 446,687/. as compared with 1905 and of 729,565/. as compared 
with the average Value of the five years 1901-05. This increase 
is chiefly attributable to the large exports of raw sugar and rice 
to Japan. 

The total value of the export trade to foreign countries in 1906 
was 83,013/. and to Japan 1,259,400/. against 50,825/. in the case of 
the former and 844,901/. in the case of the latter in 1905. Imports 
from foreign countries show an excess over exports to foreign countries 
of 176,354/. as follows :—• 


Analysis of 
imports. 


Kails and 
fittings. 

Kerosene. 


Japanese 

goods. 


Exports (ride 
Table III). 


Foreign 
countries and 
Japan. 


(164) 
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Shares of 
foreign 
countries and 
Japan in 
export trade. 


Percentages 
of export 
trade. 



Value. 


£ 

Imports from foreign countries. 

259,367 

Exports to foreign countries . 

83,013 

Excess of imports . 

176,354 


The excess of imports from foreign countries was in 1905 
199,991*. and in 1904 197,812*. 

Exports to Japan show an excess over imports from Japan of 
776,659*. as follows : — 



Value. 


£ 

Exports to Japan. 

1,259,400 

Imports from Japan . 

482,741 

Excess of exports . 

776,659 


The total export trade to foreign countries and Japan shows an 
excess over the total imports from foreign countries and Japan of 
600,305*. against 264,260*. in 1905 and 178,413*. in 1904. 

The following table summarises the tot'd values of the shares of 
Japan and foreign countries in the export trade during the years 
1901-06 


Year. 

Value. 

Foreign 

Countries. 

J apan. 

Total. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1900 . 

83,013 

1,269,400 

1,342,413 

1905 . 

60,825 

84 i, 901 

895,726 

1904 . 

66,868 

634,447 

701,806 

1903 . 

70,510 

483,888 

554,428 

1902 . 

148,736 

347,772 

496,508 

1901 .... 

i 160,231 

255,953 

416,184 

Increase or decrease in 1906 

! 



compared with— 




1905 . 

1 + 32,188 

+ 414,499 

+ 446,687 

1904 . 

+ 16,155 

+ 624,953 

+ 641,108 

1903 . 

'+ 12,473 

+ 775,512 

+ 787,985 

1902 . 

65,723 

+ 911,628 

+ 845,906 

1901 . 

77,218 

+ 1,003,447 

+ 926,229 


The total value of the export trade in 1906 was divided in the 
following manner :—Japan, 94 per cent., the same as in 1905 ; China, 
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4$ per cent., a gain of $ per cent, in 1906; United Kingdom, 1$ per 
cent., a loss of $ per cent. 

The moat important exports in 1906 were raw sugar, rice, hemp, 
lungnan pulp and salt. These six items contributed respectively 
63$, 29$, J$, 1 and 1 per cent, to the total value of the export 
trade. 

The total amount of raw sugar exported in 1906 was 1,283,793 RiW 8U S Br - 
cwts., valued at 848,7181., against 830,620 cwts., valued at 598,6681. 
in 1905, showing an increase in value of 250,0501. as compared with 
1905. The average total value for the five years 1901-05 was 
395,1281. 

The following table shows the. quantity and value of raw sugar 
exported to Japan, and China and Hong-Kong respectively during 
1906:— 


! 

i 

Kind of SugAr. 

| 

Japan. 

_• _____ 

China and 
Hong-K6ng. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

i 

Value. 

I 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Brown sugar ...J 
White sugar 

Cwts. 

1,203,940 

402 

1 £ 

, 835,330 

391 

i 

Cwts. 

8,569 

10,882 

£ 

4,022 

8,975 

Cwts. ! 
1,272,509 
11,284 

£ 

839,352 

9,366 

Total 

1,264,342 

i 

835,721 

i 

19,451 

12,997 

1,283,793 

848,718 


As compared with the figures for 1905 there is a large increase 
of 436,549 cwts. and 239,7341. in the export to Japan in 1906. 

Exports to China and Hong-Kong increased also by 16,624 cwts. 
and 10,3161. 

In the trade report for 1905 the sugar market was reviewed Review or the 
up to the month of May, 1906, for the season 1905-06. In June, market. 

1906, prices fell to their lowest point, reaching 5 yen 90 sen to 
6 yen (12s. 3$d. to 12s. 6d.) per picul (133$ lbs.). After the month 
of June, however, the market gradually recovered, and prices for 
old sugar advanced to 6 yen 40 sen to 6 yen 60 sen per picul 
(13s. 4 d. to 13s. 9<2.) almost up to the commencement of the new 
crop. 

The peculiarity of the year 1906 was the fact that old sugars 
could still be bought right up to September (ordinarily the crop 
ends in May for large lots and in June for finals), and that sugar 
mills continued crushing right up to August, 1906 ; although, after 
May, cane begins to lose saccharine, and crushing can only be done 
at a loss. This was due to two causes. Firstly, the troubles 
connected with the erection and running for the first time of new 
machinery by inexperienced mill owners, who had an inexperienced 
staff of engineers; and secondly, the sudden throwing on the 
former’s hands of a large quantity of cane which was rejected 
for crushing by one of the most important mills on account of the 
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fact that it was unprofitable to crush at that particular time of 
the year—the month of May. Consequently, as it docs not pay 
to hold cane over, the farmers were forced to hurriedly erect old- 
style mills to use up their cane. It seems that some compensation 
was paid to the farmers for not taking up their cane, but complaints 
were also made fhat the compensation given was insufficient. Fifty 
other new semi-modern mills, however, not having the power of a 
large modern factory, could not manage things in such an autocratic 
fashion, and were obliged to continue crushing until all their crops 
were reaped. 

As some of the foreign firms in Anping anticipated an advance 
in prices when all the old sugar should have been exhausted, and 
made allowances for the enforcement of the new customs tariff 
in October, 1906, they bought sugars ahead in September for 
December delivery, and were able to realise fair margins. By 
the new tariff the import duty on Class 1 (Dutch Standard No. 8) 
was raised from 1 yen 52 sen (3s. 2d.) to 1 yen 65 sen (3s. 5 d.), and 
the consumption tax was raised from 1 yen (2s. Id.) to 2 yen (4s. 2d.); 
on Class 2 the import duty was raised from 1 yen 52 sen (3s. 2d.) 
to 2 yen 25 sen (4s. 8d.), and the consumption tax increased from 
1 yen 60 sen (3s. 4d.) to 4 yen 40 sen (9s. 2d.). 

The market for the season 1906 -07 opened in November, 1906, 
at 7 yen 40 sen (15s. 5d.) per picul, and rose steadily to 8 yen 50 sen 
(17s. 8d.) by December (the highest point reached), gradually fell 
again to 8 yen (16s. 8d.) in January and 6 yen 80 sen in February, 
but rose again to 8 yen. It now stands, in March, 1907, at 7 yen 
20 sen (15s.) to 7 yen 60 sen (15s. 10d.). 

The season, so far as business is concerned, has been a difficult 
one. Hitherto most of the exporters have sold on c.i.f. terms to 
three or four principal Japanese importers in Yokohama, who 
practically control the sugar market there ; and to a few other impor¬ 
ters in Kobe, Moji and Shimonoseki. This has been a safe business, 
as, the sales having been made by telegram, a commission business 
has been worked steadily and safely; but the Japanese merchants 
have been studying the Formosan conditions for some years past, 
although without taking any very active part in operations hitherto. 
In the period under review, however, they commenced to take an 
active part in the business, buying direct at the various mills .from 
the native Chinese and exporting themselves. Orders have conse¬ 
quently decreased, and commission firms have been obliged to face 
the alternative of either being contented with a safe business by 
making very small margins, or of embarking on the speculative 
business of buying or selling in advance. The Japanese importers 
at Yokohama practically control the market, and the present 
export and import duties, and consumption tax also, practically 
close the China market, which hitherto has been a whole¬ 
some check upon undue depression of the Formosan market 
by Japanese operators. Moreover, persons sent to study the 
business have discovered that the farmers and small mill owners 
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Me Upt rich enough to hold their stocks for long. Owing to these 
facts, therefore, prices have not been allowed to advance, and 
unless some strong association is formed to check this, the native 
Formosan sugar mill owners will henceforth be at the mercy of the 
Japanese operators, provided that the latter can work together— 
this, however, should not be a difficult matter, considering that 
they are so few in numbers. The advent of the important central 
factories, although it may not be of very much advantage to the 
farmers until they can learn to take advantage of the altered con¬ 
ditions, will, however, in time check the dominance of the Yoko¬ 
hama sugar importers. 

With large sums of money released in Japan after the war, there y ew sugar 
was a slump in the money market at Tokyo, and interest was factories, 
at one time considerably lower at Tokyo than in London. The 
usual “ post bellum ” boom has taken place, and people seemed 
to have speculated wildly in Tokyo over all shares. Sugar 
milling in Formosa, under the present favourable laws, consequently 
attracted its full share of attention. 

The shares of the Taiwan Seito Kaisha (Taiwan Raw Sugar 
Factory), the pioneer modem mill, established about six years ago, 
rose from a face value of 50 yen (51. 4s. 2d.) to 200 yen (20 1. 16s. 8d.) 
and stand to-day at 170 yen (171. 14s. 2d.). Advantage was also taken 
to increase the capital of the company from 1,000,000 yen (104,1661.) 
to 5,000,000 yen (520,8331.). This company has one factory at 
Eyoshito of 600 tons (American tons, short tons of 2,000 lbs.) capacity 
in 24 hours. The machinery was supplied by a Glasgow firm. It 
is intended to erect a new 2,000-ton (American tons of 2,000 lbs.) 
mill at Ak5. Another mill for this company of 800 tons capacity 
(American short tons) is also to be erected at Kohekiryo, near 
Takow, and the machinery is also to be supplied by the Hono¬ 
lulu Ironworks. The 2,000-ton mill has been purchased second¬ 
hand at Honolulu and will be erected, after having been renovated 
with improved machinery, by the Honolulu Ironworks. The Dai 
Nippon Seito Kaisha (Japan Raw Sugar Factory), which is one of the 
refineries in Osaka, has also taken advantage of the boom to augment 
its capital for the purpose of establishing a new 1,200-ton (American 
tons of 2,000 lbs.) factory in Formosa for the manufacture of raw 
sugars for its refineries. The district allotted for this company is 
at Tarimu in Toroku Cho. The plant is being supplied by a 
German firm. 

It is impossible to foretell the future with any certainty, Future 
as business conditions in Formosa under the present active P r0B P eft * of 
Government change so rapidly, but there is no doubt that #ugtir ‘ 
the outlook for the few foreign sugar firms now remaining is a 
gloomy one unless they take up a sugar mill, which involves 
the investment of a large capital, or unless some new trade 
springs up. Practically speaking, most of the available land at 
present planted with cane is allotted to the various mills, and the 
majority of small mills, semi-foreign included, will be absorbed by 
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the big factories which produoe a different kind of sugar. As these 
big factories have such large capital it is most probable that they will 
either sell their sugars direct to Japan or consign to Japanese firms 
in Japan. The foreign firms will, therefore, probably have no reasons 
for continuing business, not even as commission forwarding agents. 
The majority of the new mills will be erected by the end of 1908, 
in time to take off the 1908-09 crop, and are all sure to be established 
by the end of 1909. 

offtn^i* < ert The following are the impressions of the representative (Mr. 

o an expert, ^ Sandison) of a British firm of sugar machinery engineers who 
is now visiting the island, which may possibly be of some interest:— 
“ My impressions regarding the largest raw sugar factories now 
working in Formosa, which are much smaller in size than the average 
sugar factories in Cuba, Java and Hawaii, are as follows:—Too 
much money has been expended on elaborate buildings (brick and 
woodwork), too little on machinery or on means for bringing the 
cane rapidly to the factory and feeding the mills rapidly. The 
cane contains a large percentage of fibre, 14 per cent, on the average, 
which ensures steam raising on an economical basis if good megass 
furnaces are introduced. The mills as a rule seem to have given dis¬ 
satisfaction by not quite coming up to their rated capacities, which is 
attributable to the hard quality of the cane. It would seem that with 
such a large percentage of fibre a better extraction of the sucrose 
would be attained by the adoption of the * maceration ’ process so 
much in vogue in modem sugar factories ; one, if not more, of the 
larger schemes now under consideration will carry out this practice 
on the ‘ sprinkling ’ but not on the * bath * method, although 
the tendency would seem to be towards the adoption of so-called 11- 
roller mills, viz., really 3-roller mills on one bed plate plus a 2-roller 
preliminary breaker or crasher without macerator. None of the 
mills, so far, have been fitted with this preliminary crashing arrange¬ 
ment, though certain of the existing mills are 5-roller, in which two 
of the rolls to a certain extent effect preliminary breaking up of the 
cane but not to the same extent as the specially fluted rolls now 
so much employed in Cuba and elsewhere. The foregoing Formosan 
mills carry out double or triple crashing, more or less efficiently; 
preliminary crashing and maceration would probably, bring them on 
an equally efficient basis with the better class mills in other parts 
of the world. Some modem green megass furnaces are in operation 
with forced draught, and the steam boilers employed are of various 
types—tubular, double, elephant—but the water tube type will make 
its advent next season ; vertical double and triple effect evaporators 
are in use, also vacuum pans, usually of the ordinary coil class, but 
also of the calandria or straight tube type. One or more of the com¬ 
ing new factories will be equipped with pressure clarification appara¬ 
tus and that of the Toyo company will have automatic time weigh¬ 
ing appliances and fixed filtration of the juice through cloud sand 
filters after subsidation. The centrifugal sugar curing machines 
in most instances are of the belt driven type, but the water driven 
type are also used, whilst electrically driven machines have not 
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hitherto been adopted here. Drying of the sugar after centrifugalis- 
ing is usually carried out.” 

The situations of the sugar factories named therein will be Tut 
found given in the map accompanying this report. The output of * ut " t M * 
the various sugar districts for the year 1906 is given in Table VIII, 
and the railway stations on the Trans-Formosan Railway line and Railway 
branch line are given in Table IX. The map alluded to has been »t*tion*. 
kindly prepared by Mr. W. M. Sandison. 

The following comparative table gives the value of the trade Semi-open 
for the years 1905 and 1906 of four special open ports opened by port*, 
a notification of the Governor-General of Formosa in August, 1899. 

Only ships of Chinese construction, namely junks, may enter and 
dear at these ports, and vessels other than Chinese may not import 
or export cargo without special permission from the -Governor- 
General, unless chartered by Japanese subjects:— 


1 

1 

Port. 

1906. 

1905. 

J Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


Toko 

Toseki . 

Makvu (Pescadores) 
Hokkokei ... 

! 

£ 

6,006 

10,461 

22,346 

4,233 

£ 

1,755 

8,787 

6,601 

2,709 

£ 

7,761 

19,218 

27,947 

6,942 

£ 

1,604 

8,024 

10,364 

2,935 

i 

£ 

995 

2,458 

6,069 

2,466 

£ 

2,699 

6,482 

15,433 

6,401 

Total . 

43,046 

18,362 

61,898 

17,927 

i 10,988 

i 

1 

28,915 


The total trade of these four ports has increased by 32,9831. as 
compared with 1905. 

The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export are given in Tables IV and V and the shipping entered and 
cleared in Table VI. 

Statistics of all shipping entered and cleared at the open ports of 
Anping and Takow during the years 1905 and 1906 are given in 
Table VII annexed to this report. 

The total shipping entered was 470 vessels of 422,391 tons in 
1906 against 395 vessels of 290,135 tons in 1905, an increase 
of 75 vessels of 132,256 tons. 

The total number of foreign-going vessels entered, exclusive of 
j links, was 54 vessels of 54,933 tons in 1906 against 33 vessels of 31.798 
tons in 1905, an increase of 21 vessels of 23,135 tons. 

The total number of coasting vessels entered was 227 vessels of 
362,879 tons in 1906 against 205 vessels of 254,208 tons in 1905, 
an increase of 22 vessels of 108,671 tons. 

The total number of Chinese and Japanese junks entered was' 
189 of 4,579 tons in 1906 against 157 of 4,129 tons in 1905, an 
increase of 32 junks of 450 tons. 

The following comparative table shows the nationality of the 
vessels entered engaged in the foreign-going and coasting trades, 
exclusive of junks, during the years 1905 and 1906 and the 


Shipping. 
Anping and 
Takow. 

Total 
shipping, 
inclusive of 
juntos. 

Foreign-going 

vessels, 

exclusive of 

junks. 

Coasting 

vessels. 


J links, 

foreign-^oing. 
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respective increase or decrease in the numbers and tonnage entered, 
compared with 1905 :— 


Fore ien-going 
and Coasting 
Ves»( la. 

1906. 

1005. 

Increase or Decrease 
in 1906 compared 
with 1905. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British . 

14 

18,354 

36 

68,741 

- 22 

- 40,387 

German .... 

12 

13,205 

64 

74,308 

- 62 

- 61,103 

Norwegian 

22 

23,534 

61 

54,818 

- 89 • 

- 81,284 

Swedish. 

2 

1978 

19 

18,791 

- 17 

- 16,813 

Chinese. 

1 

826 

.... 

.... 

+ 1 

+ 826 

Total 

51 

57,897 

180 

206,658 

- 129 

- 148,761 

Japanese. 

230 

859,915 

68 

79,348 

+ 172 

+ 280,567 

Grand total 

281 

417,812 

238 

286,006 

+ 43 

+ 181,806 


Foreign 

shipping. 


Japanese 

shipping. 


Foreign 
▼essel*. 
Foreign-going 
trade only. 

Foieign 
Tercels. 
Coasting 
trade only. 


Japanese 
vessels. 
Foreign-going 
and coasting 
trades. 


Eailways. 


The entries of foreign shipping show for the year 1906 a con¬ 
siderable decrease as compared with 1905, 51 vessels of 57,897 
tons having entered in 1906 as against 180 vessels of 206,658 ton* 
in 1905, showing a decrease of 129 vessels of 148,761 tons. 

On the other hand, Japanese shipping engaged in the foreign- 
going and coasting trades shows a large increase in 1906 of 
172 vessels of 280,567 tons. The decrease in foreign and increase 
in Japanese shipping is, of course, due to the cessation of the Russo- 
Japanese war having allowed Japanese shipping to resume the 
naturally predominant position it occupied previous to the out- 
bieak of hostilities. 

The number of foreign vessels engaged in the foreign-going trade 
only, which entered during 1906 was 28 vessels of 30,073 tons as 
against 33 vessels of 31,798 tons in 1905, showing a decrease of 5 
vessels of 1,725 tons. 

A similar but much larger decrease noticeable in foreign 
vessels entering engaged in the coasting trade only, 23 vessels of 
27,824 tons having entered in 1906 as against 147 vessels of 174,860 
tons in 1905, a decrease of 124 vessels of 147,036 tons. 

Of Japanese foreign-going vessels there were 26 entries of 24,860 
tons in 1906 as against no entries in 1905. Of Japanese coasting 
vessels there were 204 entries of 335,055 tons in 1906 as against 
58 vessels of 79,348 tons in 1905, an increase of 146 vessels of 255,707 
tons. 

The Trans-Formosan Government Railway from Keelung to 
Takow has progressed during the past year (1906). At present the 
northern part of the line has been permanently completed as far as 
Sansaho. The latter station is. connected with Hakkoko by a light 
temporary mountain railway of 4 miles 72 chains. At Hakkoko 
passengers alight from the train and are conveyed in small hand trucks 
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holding two persons which are pushed by two coolies along the 
Decauville truck railway extending lor a distance of 9 miles 32 chains 
between Hakkoko and Koroton. From Koroton the railway is 
permanently completed (with the exception of some temporary 
bridges which will be replaced by permanent structures) as far as 
Takow, thus enabling travellers to journey from Keelung on the 
north coast tj Takow on the south-west coast, a distance of 251 
miles 40 chains, in 16 hours. The permanent railway from Sansaho 
to Koroton, a distance of 13 miles 71 chains, therefore remains to 
be completed. Of this section 7J miles of roadway were completed 
and 6 miles of rails were laid during 1906. It is anticipated that 
the whole section between Sansaho and Koroton will be completed 
by March, 1908. 


The mileage of the Trans-Formosan Railway is as 

follows:— 

i 

1 . 

Length. 

i 

Keelung to Sansaho . 

Miles chains 

95 4R 

Sansaho to Koroton, permanent line uncompleted, hut 
passengers conveyed by temporary line of 4 miles 
72 chains to Hakkoko and thence to Koroton by truck 
railroad of 9 miles 32 chains. .. 

13 71 

Koroton to Takow . . 

130 56 

Total . 

246 16 

Branch line from Tamsui to Taihoku. 

i 

13 60 

Grand total . 

259 71 


In 1906 a private railway from Kagi to Arizan was commenced. 

It is to be a light railway of 41 miles 20 chains in length, minimum 
radius 150 feet, steepest incline 1 in 20, and of 2 feet 6 inches gauge. 

It is being constructed for the purpose of conveying timber from 
Arizan, by the firm of Fujita Gumi of Osaka at a cost of 3,000,000 yen 
(312,5001.). This firm has obtained a concession from the Formosan 
Government for the exploitation of the magnificent cryptomeria 
forests of Arizan, which is an outlying range of Niitaka Yama or 
Mount Morrison. One of the stipulations of the concession is that 
all trees cut down shall be replaced by the planting of young trees to 
prevent disafforestation. It is anticipated that this railway will be 
completed in three years; at present about 9 miles between Kagi 
and Chiku-to-Ki (Tek-tau-Kia, Chinese) are nearly completed. 

The forests of Arizan are described as being rich and an inexhaustible 
store of wealth. The lumber is intended chiefly for exportation to 
China. A saw mill is to be established at Kagi, the cost of the plant 
and buildings necessary being estimated at 2,000,000 yen (208,3331.). 

In 1906 there were 26 British subjects resident in this Consular Foreign 
district, 14 males and 12 females, including 4 female children, re »' dent *. 
One person of German nationality is resident here, and there ore only 
3 British firms doing business, chiefly in sugar and rice. 

All calculations for the conversion of gold yen currency into Bate of 
sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen equals 2s, Id, exchange. 
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Table II. —Comparative Table of Total Value of Imports into 
Anping and Takow during the Five Years 1902-06. 


1 

Value of Im]>ort Trade. 


Year. 

Foreign and Japanese 

I Chinese Goods. Goods. 

Total Value 
of Imports, 



£ 

£ 

£ 

1906 . 

269.367 

482,741 

742,108 

1905 .. 

260,816 

380,660 

631,466 

1904 . 

264,670 

] 258,222 

522,892 

1903 .* . 

224,681 

1 336.802 

561,433 

1902 .. 

203,464 

j 219,867 

, 423,811 

y 

Increase or decrease in 1906 


i 


compared with— 


i 


1905 . 

+ 8,661 

+ 102,091 

+ 110,642 

1904 . 

- 5,303 

j + 224,519 

, + 219,216 

1903 . 

+ 34,736 

! + 145,939 

+ 180,676 

1902 . 

+ 66,913 

; + 262,884 

+ 318,797 


(154) 
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Table IV. —Return showing Principal Articles of Import into the 
Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during the Year 


1906. 


Articles, 

Port. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kerosene . 

Toko .... 

.... CaDons ... 

7,320 

£ 

189 


Toseki 

• • • • M 

2,050 

78 


Makyu 

.... 99 

20,410 

520 


Hokkokei 

•• • • ‘ M 

i 340 

0 

Nankeen cloth.... 

Toko.... 


j 

10 


Toseki 


j 

4 


Makyu 


! 

25 


Hokkokei 



37 

Kite . 

Makvu 

.... Cuts. ... 

308 

2,053 

Sake 

Makyu 



1,709 

Timber and planks 

Toko... 

.... .... 

.... 

057 

Toseki 


j 

4,125 


Makyu 

.... .... 


1,839 


Hokkokei 



2,238 


Table V.— Return showing Principal Articles of Export from 
the Ports of Toko, Toseki, Makyu and Hokkokei during the 
Year 1906. 


Articles. 

Poi t. 

i 

i 

1 Quantity. 

Value. 



C«t8. 

£ 

Oil cake.. 

Toseki . 

14,715 

1,380 


Makyu . 

7,482 

1,945 


Hokkokei .... 

9,875 

889 

Kino . 

Toko ' . 

1,373 

424 


Toseki . 

36 

10 


Hokkokei. 

133 

46 

Sosa mum seed.... 

Toko 

332 

163 


Toseki . 

3,195 

1,662 


Makyu 

22 ! 

11 

■ 

Hokkokei. 

247 

161 
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Table VI. —Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks Coastwise) 

during the Year 1906. 

Entered (Junks). 


Port. 

Nationality* 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko . 

.... Japanese 

3 

84 


Chinese . 

. 32 

441 


Total 

35 

525 

Tdseki . 

.... Japanese 

27 

691 


Chinese . 

58 

1,338 


Total . 

85 

2,029 

Makyu . 

.... Japanese 

31) 

853 

Chinese 

24 

525 


Total 

03 

1,378 

Hokkokei .... 

.... Japanese 

l 

41) 


Chinese 

33 

750 


Total 

34 

799 


(hand total 

217 

4,731 


Cleared (Junks). 

Port. 

Nationality. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Tdko . 

... Japanese . 

4 

130 


Chinese . 

29 

424 


Total 

33 

554 

Toseki . 

.... Japanese . 

28 

766 


Chinese . 

56 i 

1,276 


Total 

84 

2,042 

Makyu . 

.Japanese . 

43 

970 

Chineso 

23 

532 


Total 

m 

1,502 

Hokkokei. 

.... Japanese 

2 

76 


Chinese . 

20 

653 


Total 

31 

729 


Grand total 

214 

4,827 
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Tabic VII.—Ret u un of all Shipping at the Open Torts of 
Anping and Takow during the Years 1905-06. 

Entered. 



Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Year. 1 

; Number of i- 
| Veisclu. lonn »B«- 

Number of 

Vessel*. To,,na « e - 

I 1 

Number of «_ 

l Vessels. 1 Tonna * e * 


Foreign-going — 
British. 

German. 

S«red isb. 

Norwegian 

Japanese 

Chinese. 

1906 

1905 

1906 

1905 

1906 
1906 
190.') 
1906 
1900 

5 
!Z 

10 

12 

6 

19 

26 

1 

7,652 

5,465 

11,075 

12,521 

1,978 

5,346 

13,309 

21,*60 

826 


3,156 

;;; 

::: 

9 

*■# 

10 

12 

2 

6 

19 

26 

10,848 

5,465 

11,075 

12,524 

1,978 

5,346 

13,809 

24,860 

826 

Total 

1906 

50 

5t,777 

4 

3,156 

M 

54,933 


1905 

:?3 

31,798 


... 

53 

31799 

Coasting — 








British ... 

J906 

fj 

7.506 



5 

7,606 


190h 

34 

53,2715 


M# 

34 

53.276 

German . 

11K6 

2 

2,130 



•i 

2,1.30 


1!K»5 

iVJ 

61,7*1 



5*2 

61,784 

Sa edisli . 

J905 

19 

18,791 



19 

18,791 

Norwegian 

1906 

n; 

18,188 

... 


16 

IH, I8H 


J9or» 

42 

41.009 

... 


42 

41,009 

Japanese 

1906 

■20* 

:;;i5,03» 



204 

336,055 


1905 

58 

79,348 

::: 


58 

79,348 

Total 

1906 

227 

362,879 

... 


227 

362,879 


1905 

205 

251,208 

... 


205 

254,208 

Junks, foreign- 

going— 

Japanese 

1906 

J 

. 


42 

1,038 

42 

1,038 


1905 



39 

886 

39 

886 

Chinese. 

1906 



147 

.3,541 

147 

3,541 


1905 



118 

3,243 

118 

3,243 

Total. 

1900 



189 

4,579 

189 

4,579 


J905 


— 

157 

4,129 

167 

4,129 

Recapitulation— 
Foreign-going .. 
Coasting... 

1906 

50 

51,777 

4 

3,156 

54 

54,933 

1906 

227 

362,879 

... 


227 

362,879 

J unka, foreign- 
going . 

1906 

... 

189 

4,579 

189 

4,579 

Grand total ... 

1906 

277 

414,656 

193 

7,735 

470 

422,391 


1905 

238 

286,006 

167 

4,129 

395 

290,135 
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Cleared. 


Stun. Sailing. Total. 


Nationality. 

Year. 

Number of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number ofl 
Vessels. ! 

Tonnage. 

Number of 
Vessels. 

Tonnags. 

Foreign-going— 






■■ 


British. 

1906 

5 

7,692 

3 

2,039 


9,731 


im 

>* 

5,465 


... 


5,465 

German. 

1906 

11 

12,064 

• •• 


11 

12,064 


1905 

12 

12,115 

• •• 


12 

12,116 

Swedish.. 

1906 

1 

989 



1 

989 

Norwegian 

1906 

6 

5 346 


• •• 

G 

5,346 


1905 

18 

13,272 



18 

13,272 

Japanese 

1906 

26 

24,492 


||# 

26 

24,492 

Chinese. 

1906 

1 

826 

... 

... 

1 

826 

Total 

1906 

50 

51,409 

3 

2,039 

53 

53,448 


1905 

82 

30,852 

... 

... 

32 

10,852 

Coasting— 








British ... _ 

1906 

5 

7,o06 

... 


5 

7,506 


1905 

34 

53,276 

... 


34 

53,276 

German. 

1906 

2 

2,130 

... 

... 


2^30 


1905 

52 

61,784 

18,791 

... 

• A. 


61,784 

Swclisli. 

1905 

19 

• « • 



18,791 

Norwegian 

1906 

19 

14,882 

• •• 



14,882 


1905 

42 

41,009 

*•• 

... 

■,MT» 

41,000 

Japanese 

1906 

196 

321,000 

... 


196 

321,000 

1905 

58 

' 79,848 

... 

... 

68 

79,348 

Total 

1906 

216 

345,518 



216 

345,518 


1905 

205 

254,208 

... 


205 

254,208 

J unkr, foreign- 
going— 








Japanese 

1906 

• . . 

... 

45 

1,114 

45 

1,114 

1905 

• •• 

... 

41 

962 

41 

962 

Chinese. 

1906 

... 


139 ! 

3,444 

139 

3,444 

* 

1905 


... 

ill ! 

3,039 

111 

8,039 

Total 

1906 

gM 


184 

4,558 

184 

4,558 


1905 

... 

... 

152 

4,001 

152 

4,001 

Recapitulation— 
Foreign-going... 
Coasting 

1906 

50 

51,409 

" 

3 1 

2,039 

53 

- 53,448 

1906 

216 

345,518 


i## 

216 

345,518 

Junks, lorcign- 
going . 

1906 



184 { 

4,558 

184 

5,458 

Grand total 

1906 

266 

396,927 

187 ! 

6,597 

453 

403,524 


1905 

237 

286,060 

152 | 

4,001 

389 

289,061 
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Table VIII.— Tablk of the Raw Sugar Manufactured in the Districts 
of South Formosa during the Year 1906. 


District. 

Amount. 

• 

Cwta. 

Toroku . 

131,221 

Kagi . 

201,729 

Ensuiko .... .. 

444,720 

Tainan . 

223,084 

Hozan . 

130,684 

Ako. 

197,123 

Banshdryo. 

26,124 


Total 


1,354,201 


I 


Table IX.— List of the Railway Stations on the Trans-Formosan 
Railway from Keelung to Takow and on Branch Lino from 
Daitotei to Tamsui. 

Main Line. 


Keelung'. 

Daito. 

Hatfco. 

i Shdka. 

Shiehito. 

Katokyaku. 

Goto. 

Inrin. 

Suihenkyaku. 

Ska to. 

Nanko. 

Denchuo. 

Jakko. 

Nihaohisui 

Taihoku. 

Kita Dakusui. 

Manka. 

Dakusui. 

Bokyd. 

Sekiryuhan. 

Jurin. 

Toroku. 

Sansliikyakn. 

Tarimu. 

Okaseki. 

Daihorin. 

Tucn. 

Dabyd. 

Knnshikyaku. 

Kngi. 

Chureki. 

Siiikutnuto. 

AnpingHiin. 

Kohekiryo. 

Vouaireki. 

Shineiaho. 

Taikoko. 

Rinhoei. 

Komoden. 

Kanshkicn. 

Nli inch iku. 

Wanri. 

Kocan. 

Shinnhigai. 

Cltuko. 

Tainan City. 

Zokyo. 

Sh&roken. 

K6rd 

Chiishusho. 

Bydriteu. 

Taikogai. 

Ddrawan* j 

H&nrochiku, 

Sansakd. 

Akdten. 

Hakkoko. 

Kyoshito. 

Koroton. j 

Nanshiko. 

Tanspihen. j 

Kyujd. 

Taichu. j 

Takow. 

Ujitsu. | 



Branch Line. 


i 


Daidotei. 

Hokuto. 

Taihoku. 

Koto. 

M&ruyama. 

Tamsui. 

Shirin. 
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No. 4083. 


Annual Series. 


Reference to jin: cm us Iirport, Annual Series No. 3863, 


Report on, (he Trade of the Consular District of Tainan {South 
Formosa) for the Year 1007 

l’.y Mr. Coxsur. A. K. Wjlemax. 

Increuse of total value of trade .—The total value of the import 
and export trades of the two open ports of Anping and Takow in 
1907 was 2,232,605Z. against 2,084.52 li. in 1906, showing a total 
increase of 148,08-11. in 1907. 


Comparison with previous years .—The following table gives 
the total values of the import and export trades for the years 
1906-07 and the average for the five years 1902-06 :— 



i 


Atcraue, 

Increase or Decrease in 
1907 compared, with— 


1000. 

i 

I 

lyo;. 

Fit .■ Years 
1002-0(5. | 

1 

1 

i 

1906. 

i 

Average, 
Five Years 
1902-06. 

Import* 

Export* . 

i 

£ 

742.10$ 

1,342,413 

£ 

I.ojmi;'. 

1.207.192 

£ 

57*5,212 

708,070 

£ 

+ 283,305 
-135,221 

£ 

-i 449,171 
+ 409,116 

1'otnl 

. 2,08 J,52 i 

2.232,UO.; 

1,374,318 

4- 148,084 

+ 858,287 


The total trade for 1007 exceeded the average of the five years 
1902-06 by 858,2871. Imports increased in 1907 by 283,3051. and 
exports diminished by 135,2211. 

Total trade. Japan and forchjn countries .—The following table 
shows the total value of the trade with Japan and foreign countries 
during the year 1907 :— 


Country. 

1 

| Imports. 

Exports. 

| Total. 


1 £ 

£ 

£ 

Japan . 

702,345 

1,138,871 

1,841,216 

China ... ... ... ... 

140.488 

50,938 

191,426 

United States (including Philip- 




pine Islands). 

56,805 

62 

56,867 

United Kingdom and colonies 




(comprising Hong-Kong only) 

52,433 

15,683 

68,116 

Germany ... . 

16,917 

• • 9 

16917 

Other countries. 

56,425 

1,638 

58,063 

Total. ! 

• 

1,025,413 

1,207,192 | 

I 

2,232,605 


(368) .. A 2 
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The total value of the trade with foreign, countries in 1907 
amounted to 391,3891., showing as compared with 1906 an increase 
of 49,0091. In 1906 there was an increase of 40,7391. as compared 
with 1905. 

Percentages of total trade .—Japan took 82 per cent, of the total 
trade in 1907 against 83£ per cent, in 1906 and 80 per cent, in 1905, 
China 8§ per cent., the United Kingdom 3 per cent., the remaining 
6£ per cent, being divided amongst Germany, the United States 
and other countries. 

Imports (vide Table I).—The statistics of the import trade, 
which are shown in Table I annexed to this report, are divided 
into imports from foreign countries and from Japan. 

Imports from foreign countries .—The total value of goods im¬ 
ported in 1907 from foreign countries was_323,0681. against 259,3671. 
in 1906, showing an increase of 63,7011.; compared with the 
average of the five years 1902-06 there was an increase of 82,4801. 

Goods of Irish origin .—No goods of Irish origin were, as far as 
can be ascertained, imported into Anping or Takow in 1907. 

Imports from Japan .—The total value of goods imported from 
Japan in 1907 was 702,3451. against 482,7411. in 1906, showing an 
increase of 219,6041. 

Percentages of import trade .—Japan took 65 per cent, of the 
total import trade against 65 per cent, in 1906 and 60 per cent, in 
1905; China 19£ per cent., the United Kingdom 8£ per cent., 
the remaining 7 per cent, being divided between the United States, 
Germany and other countries. 

The following comparative table shows the total values of 
imports from Japan and foreign countries for the years 1906-07 
and the average for the five years 1902-06 :— 


j 1906. 

! 

i 

i 

i 

1907. 

I 

j Increase in 1907 
! compared with— 
Average. 1 

i Five Years i 

1902-06. i 
! | 1906. 

i 

Average, 
Five Year* 
1902-06. 

> 

1 £ | £ 

Imports from Japan .... 482,741 j 702,345 

Imports from foreign 

countries . 259,367 ■ 323,068 

£ £ 
335,654 219,604 

1 

240,588 ; 63,701 

£ 

366,691 

82,480. 

Total ... 712,108 1,025,413 

! 

576,242 ' 283,305 

449^171 


Raihcay materials .—A large increase in the importation of 
railway materials and machinery and rails and fittings, both from 
Japan and foreign countries, is noticeable in 1907, the total value 
imported being 126,7761. in 1907 against 13,1351. in 1906, an increase 
of 113,6411. This is attributable to the establishment of so many 
new modem sugar factories which will, in time, cover the extensive 
districts allotted to them by the sugar bureau for development with 
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a network of light railways and Decouville truck railways for the 
transport of cane to the various factories from the field. 

Exports, decrease of (vide Table II).—The total value of the 
export trade in 1907 shows a decrease of 135,221 1. as compared 
with 1906 and an increase of 408,647Z. as compared with the average 
value of the five years 1902-06. This deficit is attributable to the 
great decrease in the exportation of raw sugar, rice and hemp, 
which show a total falling-off of 154,060Z., counterbalanced, however, 
by increases in other items. 

Foreign countries and Japan .—The total value of the export 
trade to foreign countries in 1907 was 68,321Z. and to Japan 
1,138,871Z. against 83,013Z. in the case of the former and 1,259,400Z. 
in the case of the latter in 1906. 

Imports from foreign countries show in 1907 an excess over 
exports to foreign countries of 254,747Z., as follows :— 

£ 

Imports from foreign countries ... 323,068 

Exports to foreign countries. 68,321 

Excess of imports ... 254,747 

The excess of imports from foreign countries was 176,354 1. in 1906 
and 199,991?. in 1905. 

Exports to Japan show an excess over imports from Japan of 
436,526 1. as follows :— 

£ 

Exports to Japan . 1,138,871 

Imports from Japan. 702,345 

Excess of exports. 436,526 


The total export trade to foreign countries and Japan shows 
in 1907 an excess over the total imports from foreign countries and 
Japan of 181,779Z. against 600,305Z. in 1906 and 264,260Z. in 1905. 

Shares of foreign countries and Japan in export trade .—The 
following table gives the total values of the shares of Japan and 
foreign countries in the export trade during the years 1906-07 and 
the average for the five years 1902-06 :— 

Increase or Decrease ia 
I 1907 compared with — 
Average,_ 



1006. 

; 

| 1907. 

| l ive Years ' 
1902-06. 1 


Average, 


1 

1 


! l 

i 

1 

1906. 

Five Y ears 
1902-06. 

1 


£ \ 

£ 

! £ 

£ 

£ 

Exports to Japan 
Exports to foreign 

1,259,400 

1,138,871 

| 714,082 

i 

-120,529 

1 

+ 421,789 

countries . 

83,013 

68,321 

83,991 

- 14,692 ! 

- 16,673 

Total value of exports j 

1,342,413 

1,207,192 

i 

1 798,076 ; 

l i 

-135,221 

+ 409,110 


(3 68 ) 
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Percenlcujes of export trade .—Of the total value of the export 
trade Japan, took 94£ per cent, and China 4rJ- per cent., the re¬ 
maining 1J per cent, being divided between the United Kingdom, 
United States and other countries. 

Raw sugar .—The total amount of raw sugar exported in 1907 
was 1,055,406 Cwts., valued at 734,5811., against 1,283,793 cwts., 
valued at 848,7181., in 1906, showing a decrease in value of 114,1371. 
as compared with 1906. The average total value for the five 
years 1902-06 was 501,9981. The decrease of 114,1371. was due 
to a short crop produced by a want of rain at the proper season. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of raw sugar 
exported' to Japan and China and Hong-Kong respectively during 
1907 


! t . 

Kind of Sugar. : Japan. j ^ngJCong ' Total. 


j 

Cwts. 

! £ 

! Cwts. 

! i 

i & • ] 

Cwts. 

i £ 

Brown sugar 

1,053,922 

| 733,142 

i 10 

7 ’ 

1,053,932 

! 733,149 

White sugar ...j 

1 

i 

1 1,474 

1,432 | 

< 

1,474 

j 1,432 

9 

rt 

. 

1,053,922 

1 

! 733,142 

i 

1,484 

1 1,439 

i 1 

1,055,406 

| 734,581 


Review of sugar market .—In the trade report for 1906 the sugar 
market was reviewed up to the end of the month of March, 1907, 
for the season 1906-07. The market remained at about 7 yen 
(14s. Id.) to 7 yen 20 sen (15s.) per picul (133J lbs.) during March, 
1907, when, on reports being received that owing to want of rain 
in January, February and March, very little cane had been planted 
for the 1907-08 crop, which is due in November, and that there 
was every probability of a short crop for that season, prices gradually 
recovered, touching 7 yen 40 sen (15s. 5 d.) in April, 8 yen 20 sen 
(17s. Id.) in May and closing at 7 yen 70 sen (15s. OJd.) in June. 
Rain came, however, towards the end of April and in May, when, 
though very late in the season (young shoots are planted in February, 
March and April), as many seedlings as could be found were planted, 
but on an average only about 70 per cent, of the cane came up. 
Fortunately during the rest of the year the rains were evenly dis¬ 
tributed and in right quantities during the several months inter¬ 
vening between the planting and reaping seasons and such cane 
as came up has yielded fairly good results. The market for season 
1907-08 opened in November, 1907, at 7 yen 40 sen (15s. 5 d.) for 
Siongtao (ordinary medium grade) and on rumours of increased 
taxation from 8 yen (16s. 8d.) on January 31, 1908, to 8 yen 40 sen 
(17s. 6d.) in February. On February 26, 1908, the consumption 
tax on sugar was increased by 1 yen (2s. Id.) for Class 1, 1 yen 
10 sen (2s. 3 Jd.) for Class 2, 2 yen (4s. 8Jd.) for Class 3 and 2 yen 
50 sen (5s. 2Id.) for Class 4. Prices, however, instead of advancing, 
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slightly receded and stood during the whole of March, 1908, at 8 yen 
20 sen to 8 yen 30 sen (17s. Id. to 17s. 3$<Z.) per picul (133$ lbs.). 

It would seem that bottom prices have been reached so far as 
old style brown sugars are concerned. It must be borne in mind 
that the price of 8 yen 20 sen (17s. Id.) was only payable for delivery 
at Tainan (Anping) and that it cost 40 sen (10d.) per picul to bring 
the sugar from the mills and 3 yen (6s. 3d.) per picul for consump¬ 
tion tax and, as the native mills charge about 2 yen 50 sen (5s. 2 \d.) 
per picul for manufacture, the net return to the farmer is on'y 2 yen 
50sen(4s. 9$d.) per picul of sugar. This picul of sugar, when manu¬ 
factured by the old buffalo mill system, which gives an extraction in 
juice, on weight of cane, of only 45 per cent, and requires 1,660 kin 
(19 cwts.) of cane to produce a yield of 6 per cent, of sugar, gives 
a net return to the farmer of only about 1 yen 40 sen (2s. lid.) 
per 1,000 kin (12 cwts.). An acre of land yields with tbe best 
cane about 15 to 20 tons of raw sugar (brown) so that the return 
per acre is about 35 to 42 yen (31. 12s. lid. to 4 1. 7s. 6d.). 

The modem mills, employing modem machinery, secure an 
extraction of 70 to 75 per cent., giving a yield of 9$ to 11 per cent, 
of white sugar of about No. 16 Dutch standard. They pay for their 
cane from 2 yen 50 sen (5s. 2$d.) to 3 yen 40 sen (7s. Id.) per 1,000 
kin (12 cwts.) in the field, that is to say, the mills pay for the cutting 
and transporting from field to mill. Generally speaking, the average 
price for cane paid by the modem mills is about 10s. per ton, so that 
the farmers do much better in a year like 1907 by supplying their 
cane to the modem mills. Rains having been very favourable in 
January, February and March, 1908, new plantings, so far, would 
indicate that the 1908-09 crop will be a heavy one, probably 40 to 
50 per cent, in excess of the crop for 1907-08, or 20 to 25 per cent, 
in excess of an average crop. 

Adaptability of South Formosa for sugar cultivation .—The opinions 
of experts on. the adaptability of the wide western plains of South 
Formosa for the cultivation of sugar cane are highly commendatory, 
and it would seem that, if there were a proper system of irrigation 
capable of utilising the abundant supply of land water available, this 
region would be an ideal one for such cultivation. There is no doubt 
that South Formosa has a great future in store, provided that now, 
with the advent of so "many large modem factories, simultaneous 
progress is made in the more scientific cultivation of the cane by 
deeper ploughing of the lands with the help of steam ploughs and in 
the acquirement of a better knowledge of the use of artificial ferti¬ 
lisers for the varied soils. Of course, in speaking of South Formosa 
it must be understood that only the plain region extending from the 
mountain ranges to the east, in the centre of the island, up to the west 
coast is available for the purposes of sugar cultivation, as the eastern 
half of the island consists of a lofty impenetrable mountain region. 

One circumstance greatly in favour of sugar cultivation is the 
fact that the rains are, as a rule, evenly distributed ; they generally 
come at the right time and stop at the right time, which is of enormous 
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value. to Formosan sugar cultivation. Deep steam ploughing, 
however, is only feasible where the price of labour is high, and possibly 
the cheapness of labour in South Formosa and the fact that the 
holdings of the farmers, who lease their cane lands from the land- 
owners, or pay them in kind, are divided into such comparatively 
small lots, may render it extremely problematical whether deep 
steam ploughing could be universally and successfully adopted in 
South Formosa. The great desideratum for the country is financial 
assistance and cheapness of money, and this is only needed to place 
the sugar industry in. South Formosa on an equally satisfactory 
footing as, for instance, in Java. 

Sugar districts.—So far as can be ascertained, practically all the 
available sugar cane districts of any size have been allotted under the 
recent laws to various sugar mills on the 'central factory basis. 
There are, however, some small districts not yet allotted incapable 
of supporting big mills, but there is only one large district capable 
of supporting a mill of a crushing capacity of 1,000 tons per day, 
which is not yet taken up. There are, it seems, some 10,000 acres 
on the east coast of Formosa, which the sugar bureau would probably 
grant to anyone undertaking to plant cane, but as there is great 
difficulty in shipping on that coast, it is not probable that anyone 
will apply for that district. 

Prospects of sugar industry .—The island of Formosa produced 
during the Chinese regime and up to the time the industry came 
under the control of the Japanese in 1895, 60,000 to 80,000 tons 
of brown sugar per annum, of which 45,000 to 50,000 tons were 
exported. The experience of the British firm in the district allotted 
to them would appear to indicate that by planting new and better 
cane, and by encouraging farmers to take up more land, the yield 
could be trebled, so that there is no reason why Formosa should not 
produce in the immediate future (say within the next five years) 
200,000 to 240,000 tons of sugar per annum. The old style sugar 
was valued at 4 yen per picul, or say 71. per ton, so that the value 
was 420,0001. to 560,0001. per annum, from which the Chinese 
Government obtained a duty of 18 c. (4Jd.) per picul, or 6s. per 
ton. As a result'of the encouragement which the Formosan Govern¬ 
ment has given to the industry, not only will the yield be trebled, 
but the value has been considerably increased. Sugars, as produced 
by these modem factories, are worth 14 yen (1Z. 9s. 2d.) per picul 
in Japan, or 13 yen (1?. 7s. Id.) per picul in Formosa, so that the 
yield by the land from this industry alone will be increased even¬ 
tually from between 420,0001. and 560,0001. to between 4,400,0001. 
and 5,200,0001., and the yield in taxes to the Government will be 
1,000,0001. to 1,200,0001., almost enough to meet the ordinary 
expenditure of the island. According to the report on the trade 
of Japan for 1906 the consumption in Japan in 1906 was 225,000 
tons, so that even if the industry is fully developed in Formosa 
fixe yield will all be taken by Japan. 

There is an import duty thereof 2 yen 25 sen perpioul (4s. 8|d.), 
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or 41. per ton, on foreign sugars of No. 8 but under No. 15 Dutch 
standard, whilst Formosan sugars enter Japan free of duty. Besides 
this the Formosan Government gives encouragement in many ways, 
notably by supplying fertilisers, &c., therefore the sugar industry 
of Formosa should have a very bright prospect before it. 

Sugar factory railways .—In all. over 500 miles of 18 lbs. rails 
have been purchased and laid down, as well as a large number of 
locomotives and cane trucks by the various factories, all of which 
have a line to connect with the Trans-Formosan Railway, so that 
in the slack season these lines will be probably utilised as feeders. 
The gauge adopted is generally 2 feet 6 inches, but some have the 
same gauge as the trunk line. 

Semi-open ports .—The following comparative table gives the 
value of the trade for the years 1906-07 of four special open ports 
opened by a notification of the Governor-General of Formosa in 
August, 1899. Only ships of Chinese construction, namely, junks, 
may enter and clear at these ports, and vessels other than Chinese 
may not import or export cargo without special permission from 
the Governor-General, unless chartered by Japanese subjects :— 


Port. 


1906. 


i 

1907. 


Imports. 

Exports, i 

i Total. 

| 

Imports. 

i 

I 

i Exports. 

Total. 


% 

Toko 

Tosekt . 

Makyu (Pescadores) | 
Hokkokei . 

£ 

6,006 

10,461 

22,346 

4,233 

£ 

1,755 ! 

8,787 | 
5,601 1 

2,709 ! 

€ 

7,76 1 
19,248 
27,947 
6,942 

! 

£ 

| 7,550 

8,853 
! 27,136 
1,572 

1 £ 
6,250 
10,181 
i 2,765 
i 1,418 

£ 

12,800 

19,034 

1 29,901 
2,990 

Total . ; 

43,046 

18,S52 

61,898 

’ 43,111 

19,614 

61,725 

i 


The total trade of these four ports has increased by 2,827 1. in 
1907 as compared with 1906. 

The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export are given in Tables IV and V, and the shipping entered and 
cleared in Table VI annexed to this report. This shipping is con¬ 
fined to junks only. At the port of Makyu (Pescadores) 51 Japanese 
steamers of a tonnage of 86,627 tons entered in 1907. 

Shipping, Anping and Takow .—Statistics of all shipping entered 
and cleared at the open ports of Anping and Takow during the 
years 1903-07 are given in Table VI annexed to this report. 

Total shipping, inclusive of junks .—The total shipping entered 
was 570 vessels of 601,913 tons in 1907 against 470 vessels of 
422,391 tons in 1906, an increase of 100 vessels and 179,522 tons in 
1907. 

Foreign-going vessels, exclusive of junks .—The total number of 
foreign-going vessels entered, exclusive of junks, was 64 vessels 
of 86,021 tons in 1907 against 54 vessels of 54,933 tons in 1906, an 
increase of 10 vessels and 31,088 tons. 
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Coasting vessel *.—The total number of coasting vessels entered 
was 324 vessels of 511,365 tons in 1907 against 227 vessels of 
362,879 tons in 1906, an increase of 97 vessels and 148,486 tons in 
1907. 

Junks, foreign-going .—The total number of Chinese and Japanese 
junks entered was 182 junks of 4,527 tons in 1907 against 189 junks 
of 4,579 tons in 1906, a decrease of 7 junks and 52 tons in 1907. 

The following comparative table shows the nationality of the 
vessels entering engaged in the foreign-going and coasting trades, 
exclusive of junks, during the years 1906-07 and the respective 
increase or decrease in the numbers and tonnage entered, compared 
with 1906:— 


Foreign-going 



! 

i 


Increase or Decrease 

and Coasting 

1906. 

1 

1907. 

in 1906 compared 

Vessel*. 



i 

i . .. 


1 with 1907. 

Nationality. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

i i 

, Vessels. ■ Tonnage. 

» Vessels, j Tonnage. 

I 

British. 

14 

18,354 

i o 

1 17,597 

I i 

i- 5 - 757 

German. 

12 

13,205 

3 4 

| 5,096 

j- 8 U 8,109 

Norwegian 

Swedish .... 

22 

2 

23,534 

1,978 

1 

891 

1- 21 - 22,643 

- 2 j- 1,978 

Chinese. 

1 

826 

i 


j- 1 - 826 

Total 

61 

37,897 

! 14 

23,584 

37 !- 34,313 

Japanese. 

230 

369,915 

! 374 

| 573,802 

i+ 144 |+213,887 

Grand total 

281 

417,812 

388 

j 597,386 

j+ 107 i+ 179,574 


Foreign shipping .—The entries of foreign shipping show for the 
year 1907 a decrease of 37 vessels and 34,313 tons as compared 
with the year 1906. 

Japanese shipping .—On the other hand Japanese shipping shows 
an increase of 144 vessels and 213,887 tons in 1907 as oompared 
with 1906. 

Foreign vessels, foreign-going trade only .—The number of foreign 
vessels engaged in the foreign-going trade only, whioh entered during 
1907 was 14 vessels of 23,584 tons against 28 vessels of 30,073 
tons in 1906, showing a decrease of 14 vessels and 6,488tons in 1907. 

Foreign vessels, coasting trade only .—In 1907 no foreign vessels 
entered which were engaged in the coasting trade, showing a decrease 
as compared with 1906 of 23 vessels and 27,824 tons. 

Japanese vessels, foreign-going and coasting trades .—Of Japanese 
foreign-going vessels there were 50 entries of 62,437 tons in 1907 
against 26 entries of 24,860 tons in 1906, an increase of 24 vessels 
and 37,577 tons in 1907. Of Japanese coasting vessels there were 
324 entries of 511,365 tons in 1907 against 204 vessels of 335,055 
tons in 1906, an increase of 120 vessels and 176,310 tons in 1907. 

Railways .—The Trans-Formosan Railway from Keelung to 
Takow has advanced during the year, the section between Hakkoko 
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and Koroton being almost completed. When this section is 
opened to traffic, passengers will be able to travel through by- 
rail from Keelung in the north to Kyukyokudo in the south, as 
during 1907 the railway was extended from Tako to Kyukyokudo 
via Hozan, a distance of six miles. It is also intended to construct 
a railway on the east coast of Formosa in 1909, named the Taito 
Railway, which will eventually form a junction with the Trans- 
Formosan Railway on the west coast at Kyukyokudo. 

Foreign residents .—In 1907 there were 36 British subjects 
resident in this Consular district. These included 21 adult males, 
and 11 adult females, and 4 female children. 

Rate of exchange .—All calculations for the conversion of gold 
yen currency into sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen 
equals 2s. Id. 
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Table II.— Retukn showing Principal Articles of Export from the Open Ports of Anping and Takow during the Years 

1906-07, and Average for the Five Years 1902-06. 
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Table V.— Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks Coastwise) 

during the Year 1907. 

Entered (Junks). 



Japanese. 

i 

Chinese. 

1 

i 

Total. 

Port. 


- ...— 

1 

I 

1 _ 
i 


! 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

i 

Vessels. 

l_ 

Tonnage. 

Toko 

9 



819 

59 

1,042 

Tosoki 

35 

799 


1,209 

' 87 

2,008 

Makvu 

40 

.882 


419 

02 

1,295 

HokkGkei ... 

1 

25 | 

I 12 1 

272 

19 

!_ 

297 

Total ... 

85 

1.995 

130 

2.707 

1 221 

4.IU2 


Cleared (Junks). 


Port. 

Japanese. 

Chinese. 

Total. 

! 

j Vessels. 

) Tonnage. 

Vessels. , 

l Tonnage. ! 

! Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Toko ...! 

0 

1 '200 

40 

690 

o2 

890 

TOseki 

20 

; gii ! 

. 51 

1,161 

1 77 ; 

1,772 

Makyu 

1 24 

515 

IS 

372 

42 ; 

i 887 

Hokkokei ... 

1 

i 23 

15 

244 

■ 1(5 ! 

2G9 v 

Total ... 

57 

j 1,351 

1 

130 

2,4G7 

1 187 

\ 

3,818 


Table YT.— Return of all Shipping at the Open Ports of 
Anping and Takow during the Years 1906-07. 

Entered. 


1 


Steam. 

. Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 










■fl 









Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign-going— 








Britiih. 

1906 

:> 

7,692 

4 

3,156 

9 

10,848 


1907 

9 

17,597 



0 

17,597 

German. 

1906 

10 

11,075 


• • • 

10 

11,075 


1907 

4 

5,096 



4 

5,096 

Swedish. 

1906 

2 

1,978 



2 

1,978 

Norwegian 

1906 

6 

5,346 



6 

5,346 


1907 

1 

891 



1 

891 

Japanese 

1906 

26 

24,860 

... 

... 

26 

24,860 


1907 

60 

62,437 


... 

50 

62,437 

Chinese. 

1906 

1 

826 

... 

... 

l 

826 

Total 

1906 

30 

51,777 

4 

3,156 

54 

54,933 


1907 

• 64 

88,021 


... 

64 

86,021 

Coasting— 








British. 

1906 

5 

7,506 


.... 

5 

7,506 

German. 

1906 

2 

2,130 



2 

2,130 

Norwegian 

1906 

16 

18,188 

• •• 


16 

18,188 

Japanese 

1906 

204 

335,055 

... 

... 

204 

335,055 


1907 

324 

511,365 

... 

... 

324 

511,365 

Total 

1906 

227 

362,879 



227 

362,879 


1907 

324 

511,366 

••• 

... 

324 

511,365 ' 
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ENTERRD^-continued. 


Nationality. 

Year. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Vessels. | 

Tonnage, 

Vessels. 

Tonnage, j 

Vessels. | 

Tonnage. 

Junks, foreign - 
going— 

Japanese 

Chinese. 

1906 

1907 
1900 
1907 

| 

1 • 

... 

42 

62 

147 

130 

1,038 

1,470 

3,Ml 
3,067 

42 

62 

147 

130 

1,038 

1,470 

3,MI 
3,067 

Total. 

1900 



189 

1 4,679 

189 

4,573 

i 

1907 

... 

... 

182 

4,527 

182 

4,527 

Recapitulation— 
Foreign-going .. 

1907 

G4 

86,021 



64 

80,021 

Coasting. 

1907 

324 

1* 611,365 

... 


824 

511,365 

Junks, foreign- 

Ki'ing. 

i 1907 

t 


182 

4,627 

182 

4,627 

Grand total ... 

1 1900 

277 

, H4,G. r >t; 

193 

7,735 

470 

422,391 


j 1907 

388 

697,386 

1 

182 

4,627 

670 

601,918 


Cleared. 


Nationality. 

j 

Year. 

1 

1 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. | 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign-going— 
British. 

German.! 

Swedish . j 

Norwegian 

i 

Japanese ...1 

Chinese.! 

1906 

1907 

1906 

1907 
1906 

1906 

1907 

1906 

1907 
1906 

5 

9 

11 

4 

1 

6 

26 

4 ? 

7,692 

17,597 

12,064 

6,096 

989 

6,346 

891 

24,492 

393,366 

826 

3 

• is * 

» • t 

1 

2,039 

IS# 

see 

8 

9 

11 

4 

I 

6 

1 

26 

45 

1 

9,731 

17,697 

12,064 

6,006 

989 

6,346 

891 

24,492 

393,366 

828 ' 

Tout 

1906 

50 

61,409 

3 

2,039 

53 

63,448 


1907 

69 

416,960 

... 

59 

416,950 

Coasting— 

British. 

1906 

6 

7,606 



6 

' 7,606 

German. 

190C 

2 

2,130 

... 

... 

2 

2,190 

Norwegian 

1906 

13 

14,882 

... 

... 

IS 

14,982 

Japanese 

1906 

196 

321,000 



196 

321,000 

1907 

324 

511,901 

... 

... 

324 

611,901 

Total 

1906 

216 

346,618 

*•« 


216 

346,518 


1907 

324 

511,901 

... 

... 

324 

611,901 

Junks, foreign- 
going— 

Japanese 

1906 



46 

1,114 

H 

1,114 


1907 

• •• 

... 

43 

1,220 


1,220 

Chinese . 

1906 

... 

... 

139 

3,444 


3,444 


1907 

... 

... 

122 

2,846 

j22 

2,846 

Total 

1906 


... 

184 

4.568 

184 

4,668 


1907 

... 

... 

165 

4,066 

166 

4,066 

Recapitulation— 
Foreign-going ... 
Coasting 

1907 

69 

416,960 



69 

416,960 

1907 

324 

611,901 

• •• 

• •• 

324 

611,901 

Junks, foreign- 
going . 

: 1907 

... 

... 

166 

4,066 

165 

4,066 

Grand total 

* 1906 

266 

390,927 

187 

6,597 

463 

403,624 


1907 

383 

928,861 

166 

4,066 

548 

932,917 
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Currency .—The currency of Formosa consists of the Japanese yen divided into 
100 sen. 
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Rate of Exchange. 

Per Yeu. 

8, tl. 

Sight buying rate of exchange for the year— 

Maximum. 2 1} 

Minimum. 2 Of, 1 , 

Average . t ... 2 OK! 

Sight selling rate of exchange for the year— 

Maximum. 2 0| 

Minimum. . 2 0$- 

Average . . 2 0^ 

Town* and population .—The Tainan Consular district consists of the following 
Cho or districts :— 

Clio. Population. 

Ako. 163,301 

Banshoryo 54,016 

Ensuiko . 273,164 

Hozan . 178,686 

Kagi . 195,336 

Koshun . 20,414 

Tainan . 201,709 


Map and towns ,—The population of the towns marked on the map accompany¬ 


ing this report is as follows : : — 

Ako. 3,679 

Ariko . 2,881 

Anping . 5,968 

B&nshiden. 197 

Banshoryo. 2,949 

Ensuiko . 6,881 

Hozan . 6,009 

Hokkokei. 1,766 

Kagi . 45,215 

Kyoshito. ... 852 

Kyukyokudo . 1,278 

Koshun . 1,408 

Koshiken. 830 

Shinyeisho. 4,007 

Tainan . 56,707 

Takow . 7,215 

Toko . 9,982 

Toseki . 2,002 


The inhabitants of this Consular district are engaged chiefly in agricultural and 
fishing pursuits, and there are no manufacturing towns. 

The chief agricultural products will be found given in Table 5 annexed to this 
report 

Principal port *.—The principal ports are Anping, Takow, Toko, Toseki, 
Hokkokei. 

Language .—The languages generally spoken are Japanese and Chinese (Amoy 
dialect), and English is permissible for commercial correspondence. 

Transport .—Transport into the interior from the main line of railway is per¬ 
formed chiefly by coolies, sometimes by hand and bullock carts. 

Weight *,---Some of the principal weights of commercial importance, with 
British equivalents, aje as follows:— 

1 kin or catty. = 1 *33 lbs. avoir. 

1 picul = 100 kin or catties ... 133’ lbs. avoir. 

84 kin or catties . 1 cwt. 

1,680 kin or catties . 1 ton 
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Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan (South Formosa) 

for the Year 1908 

By Mk. Consul Wile man. 

Increase of trade. —The total value of the import and export trade 
of the two open ports of Anping and Takow in 1908 was 3,068,092?. 
against 2,232,605?. in 1907, showing a total increase of 835,487?. in 
1908. 

The following table gives the total values of the import and export 
trades for the years 1906-08 and the average for the five years 1903-07:— 


Increase in 1908 
I compared with— 

Average, 

:?•_v_I 



1906.' 

1907. 1908. 

Five Years 
1903-07. | 

1907. ! 

: 1 

Average, 
Five Years 
1903-07. 

Imports 

Exports 

£ 

742,108 

1,342,413 

£ | £ 
1,026,413 i 1,639,682 
1,207,192 j 1,528,610 

I £ 

696,653 

940,212 

. ! 
514,169 
321,318 | 

£ 

842,929 

588,298 

Total 

2,084,521 

2,232,605 ! 3,068,092 

1 

1,636,866 

i 

835,487 | 

1 

1,431,227 


Total trade. Japan and foreign countries. —Table 1, annexed to this 
report, shows the total value of the trade with Japan and foreign 
countries during 1908.. 

Table 2 shows the total value of imports from foreign countries 
and Japan for the year 1908, in comparison with 1906 and 1907. 

Table 3 shows similar statistics for exports to foreign countries and 
Japan. 

The total value of the trade with foreign countries amounted to 
837,258Z., showing as compared with 1907 an increase of 445,869?. 
In 1907 there was an increase of only 49,009?. as compared with 1906. 

Percentages of total trade. —Japan took 72f per cent, of the total 
trade against 82 per cent, in 1907, 83£ per cent, in 1906 and 80 per 
cent, in 1905, the remaining percentages being divided approximately 
as follows:— 

(70) 
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Per Cent. 

United Kingdom ... . 

... 

China . 

... 6* 

Other countries . 

... 5* 

United States .. 

... 4J 

Germany. 

... 3i 


Imports (vide Table 4).—The statistics of the import trade, which 
are shown in Table 4 annexed to this report, are divided into imports 
from foreign countries and from Japan. 

From Japan and foreign countries. —The following comparative 
table shows the total values of imports from Japan and foreign countries 
for the years 1906-08 and the average for the five years 1903-07 ;— 





- 

i 

' 

Increase in 1908 
compared with— 





I Average, 




1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Five Years 







1903-07. 

1907. 

Average, 
Five Years 







1903-07. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

i £ 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

from 







Japan 

Imports 

from 

482,741 

702,345 

768,135 

432,148 

! 

: 

65,790 

335,987 

foreign 

countries 

259,367 

323,068 

771,447 

• 

264,505 

448,379 

506,942 

Total... 

742,108 

1,025,413 

1,539,582 

696,653 

514,169 

842.929 


From foreign countries .—The total value of goods imported in 
1908 from foreign countries was 771,447/. against 323,068/. in 1907, 
showing an increase of 448,379/. 

From Japan .—The total value of goods imported from Japan in 
1908 was 768,135/. against 702,345/. in 1807, showing an increase of 
65,790/. 

Percentages. —Japan took 50 per cent, of the total import trade 
against 69 per cent, in 1907, 65 per cent, in 1906 and 60 per cent, in 
1905; the remaining percentages being divided approximately as 
follows :— 


United Kingdom .. 
Other countries ... 
United States 

China . 

Germany. 


Ter Cent. 
15 $ 

ios 
& 


?! 

6 ? 


Total import trade. —The total import trade shows the large increase 
in 1908 of 514,1691. as compared with 1907. 

Exports ( vide Table 5).—The following comparative table shows 
the total values of exports to Japan and foreign countries for the 
years 1906-08 and the average for the five years 1903-07 :— 
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I 



i 

! 

1906. 

1 

j 1907. 

[ 

| 

1 1908. 

1 

i 

Average, 
Five Years 
1903-07. 

Increase or 
1908 comp 

1907. 

Decrease in 
ared with— 

Average, 
Five Years 
1903-07. 

Exports 

£ 

.£ 

i : 

1 ' 

i 

£ 

: 

i 

£ 

£ 

£ 

to Japan 
Exports 
to foreign 

1,259,400 

1,138,871 

I 

1,462,699 

* 

872,301 

+ 323,828 

+ 590,398 

countries 

83,013 ' 

68,321 

65,811 

67,911 

- 2,510 

- 2,100 

Total... 

1,342,413 i 

1,207,192 

1,528,510 

940,212 

+ 321,318 

+ 588,298 


The detailed statistics of the export trade are shown in Table 5 
annexed to this report. 

The total value of the export trade in 1908 shows an increase of 
321,3i8Z. as compared with 1907. In 1907 there was a large deficit 
of 135,221Z. as compared with 1906, so that the large increase in 1908 
is very satisfactory and points to a complete revival of the export 
trade. 

To foreign countries .—The total value of the export trade to foreign 
countries in 1908 was 65,811?. against 68,321 Z. in 1907 

To Japan .—The total value of the export trade to Japan in 1908 
was 1,462,699Z. against 1,138,871Z. in 1907. 

. Percentages .—Of the total value of the export trade Japan took 
95f per cent., the remaining 4J per cent, being divided amongst China, 
the United Kingdom, the United States and other countries 

The total import trade from foreign countries and Japan shows 
in 1908 an excess over the total exports to foreign countries and Japan 
of 11,072Z. 

Exports to Japan show an excess over imports from Japan of 
694,564Z., as follows :— 

£ 

Exports to Japan ... ... ... .1,462,699 

Imports from Japan . 768,135 

Excess of exports . 694,564 


Imports from foreign countries show an excess over exports to 
foreign countries of 705,63GZ., as follows :— 

£ 

Imports from foreign countries ... 771,447 

Exports to foreign countries . 65,811 


Excess of imports 


705,636 


Raw sugar .—The total amount of raw sugar exported in 1908 was 
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1,188,451 cwts., valued at 927,925 l., against 1,055,407 cwts., valued 
at 734,5811., in 1907, showing an increase of 133,044 cwts. and 193,3441. 
as compared with 1907. In 1906 the total amount exported was 
1,283,793 cwts., valued at 848,7181. 

The average total value for the five years 1903-07 was 566,0081., 
1908 therefore showing an increase as compared with this average of 
319,092 cwts., valued at 361,917. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of raw sugar 
exported to Japan and China and Hong-Kong respectively during 
1908:— 



Japan. 

China and Hong-Kong. 

Total 

• 

Brown 

sugar... 

Cwts. 

1,186,699 

£ 

926,345 

Cwta. 

1,752 

■■ 

* 

1,580 

Cwta. 

1,188,451 

£ 

927,925 


Review of sugar market— In■ the trade report for 1907 the sugar 
market was reviewed up to the end of the month of February, 1908, 
for the season 1907-08. After the new consumption law tax came into 
force in February, 1908, the market declined from 8 yen 35 sen (17s. OJd.) 
early in March to 8 yen (16s. id.) per picul (132| lbs.) for Siongtau 
towards the end of the month, but rose again on account of rumours 
of shortage of stock in Japan to 8 yen 90 sen (18s. 2d.) per picul in the 
middle of April and closed in June, 1908, at 8 yen 40 sen (17s. lfd.). 

The 1907-08 crop haB been one of fairly steady prices and is notable 
for the shortage of low-grade sugars, the production having been 
mainly of high-grade brown sugars which realised 80 sen (Is. 7|d.) 
per picul higher than Siongtau and at one time, owing to the shortage 
of the latter quality, the difference was reduced to only 60 sen (Is. 2 id.) 
per picul between the two grades. The higher grade is known as 
“ Chut Lui,” that is, “ above grade.” The foundation of purchases 
is usually Siongtau and so much more is paid for the “ above grade ” 
and so much less for the lower grades, hence the expression “ above ” 
meaning above the ordinary grades. Exporters did only a steady 
commission business and large profits were not made. The Chinese 
factories only did moderately well owing to the higher consumption 
tax paid. At an average price of 8 yen 50 sen (17s. 4Jd.) for Siongtau 
the millers only get a net amount of 5 yen (10s. 2 \d.), as 3 yen (6s. 1 \d.) 
must be deducted for the tax and 50 sen (Is. 0 id.) for transportation 
expenses to the merchants’ godowns. From the 5 yen per picul net 
at the factory, the millers must pay about 2 yen 30 sen (4s. 8$d.) per 
picul for expenses of manufacturing, leaving 2 yen 70 sen (5s. 6d.) for 
themselves and the farmers, the latter getting from 2 yen 39 sen 
(4s. lOld.) to 2 yen 50 sen (5s. l£d.) per picul for their cane. 

The 1908-09 crop opened in November, 1908, at 8 yen 60 sen 
(17s. 6$d.) per picul and rapidly rose to 9 yen 60 sen (19s. Id.) in 
December owing to rumours of greatly decreased quantities of brown 
sugars, caused by the starting of the many new centrifugal factories 
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which absorbed the cane hitherto supplied to the brown sugar mills. 
Large quantities of centrifugal sugars were also sold ahead by the 
various factories at prices ranging from 12 yen 50 sen (11. 5s. 6Jd.) 
per picul to 13 yen (11. 6s. 6£d.) per picul c.f.i. Yokohama, or 1 yen 
(2s. 0 id.) less ex factory, the factory paying the consumption tax. 
It was at first estimated that the crop, which is a record one, would 
yield only 600,000 piculs (35,714 tons) of brown sugars and 900,000 
piculs (53,571 tons) of centrifugals, and as from this 600,000 piculs, 
about 300,000 piculs (17,857 tons) have to be deducted for local con¬ 
sumption, it will be readily understood that there was some cause 
for the apprehension which caused the rise in price. However, when 
it was found that although all the new mills were practically finished 
and had started work in December, they could not work to their 
full capacity owing to the occu-rence of minor troubles incidental 
to the running of new machinery, and that consequently most of the 
mills were obliged to give up part of their cane to the Chinese farmers 
to crush in their brown factories, prices receded to 8 yen 50 sen (17s. 4£d.) 
per picul, at which the}'' have remained steady up to the middle of 
March, 1909. The revised estimates now give an expected exporta¬ 
tion of 600,000 piculs (35,714 tons) of brown sugar and 700,000 piculs 
(41,666 tons) of centrifugals, leaving 300,000 piculs (17,857 tons) of 
brown for local consumption out of a total estimated crop of 1,600,000 
piculs (95,238 tons). The advent of the two principal Japanese 
importers of sugar in South Formosa has made trade very difficult 
for the.foreign merchant for this crop (1908-09), as these two firms 
were the principal people to whom the foreign firms used to sell their 
holdings. As these two firms are in keen competition with each other 
margins have been so cut down that the foreign irms could hardly 
enter into competition with them even for making their own ship¬ 
ments, and so far as one can prophecy the days of the foreign com¬ 
mission merchant would appear to be numbered. The two principal 
products handled by the foreign merchants have of recent years been 
confined to sugar and rice, but as these two Japanese firms, as well 
as a number of less important Japanese firms, all handle both products 
and appear to be willing to out-advance the foreigners as well as 
outbid them in price, business for the foreigners will either have to be 
speculative or confined to imports, which again have dwindled to very 
limited proportions and are confined to only a few articles. Of 
course there will be machinery and accessories usually required by 
large sugar factories, and the foreign firms will have to reorganise their 
staffs in order to cope with the new trade whilst giving up the old one. 

Sugar factories .—The following notes concerning the principal 
sugar factories in South Formosa show the progress made during 1908:— 

Taiwan Seito Kaisha (Taiwan Sugar Company ).—This company 
has duly completed the three new mills in course of construction during 
1908, and referred to in the report for 1907, and sugar crushing was 
commenced in December, 1908. These mills are situated at Kyoshito 
(460 tons, short, in 24 hours), Koshiken (1,000 tons, short, in 23 hours) 
and Ako (1,200 tons, short, in 23 hours). In 1908 the company pur¬ 
chased two large sets of steam ploughing tackle composed of four 
engines of 24 horse-power each for use in the Koshiken district, thus 
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making four sets now in use in that district, and 2,000 acres have already 
been ploughed for the next crop. A number of locomotives have 
been imported from the United States for plantation purposes, and 
90 miles of permanent and portable railway and trolley line have been 
laid during the year ; 400 Japanese immigrants have also 

been engaged from Japan for work on the plantation at Koshiken 
for a period of three years, and more will be engaged for the plantation 
at Ako. r 

Dai Nippon Seito Kaisha (Dai Nippon Sugar Company ).—The mill 
in course of construction for this company at Gokenseki, near Tarimu 
(1,200 tons, metric, in 23 hours), alluded to in the report for 1907, has 
been duly completed and commenced crushing operations in December, 
1908. 

Toyo Seito Kaisha .—The mill situated at Suikutsuto, near Kagi 
(1,000 tons, long, in 22 hours), alluded to in the report for 1907, was 
completed and commenced crushing in December, 1908. The esti¬ 
mated crop of cane for the season is about 88,000 tons, of which 18,000 
tons have already been crushed (February, 1909), the sugar obtained 
amounting to about 1,800 tons. The permanent railway line of 47 
miles and all bridges are now completed. The rolling-stock consists 
of 300 wagons; and at present five locomotives are employed, one of 
50 horse-power and four of 40 horse-power. Another locomotive and 
50 additional wagons will shortly arrive. The water supply for the 
factory is obtained from the River Hatsoke, from whence it will be 
pumped to the reservoirs by two electrically driven centrifugal pumps, 
each capable of discharging 30,000 gallons of water per hour. At 
present an oil engine of 20 horse-power and two 6-incli centrifugal 
pumps are tempofurily employed. 

Meiji Seito . Kaisha (Meiji Sugar Company ).—The mill near Ban- 
shiden railway station, in course of construction during 1908 and 
alluded to in the report for 1907, was completed in November, 1908. 
It is expected to produce 110,000 piculs (6,547 tons) of sugar during 
the season. 

The second mill owned by this company in course of erection 
at Sumtau, near Kagi (750 tons in 22 hours), will not be completed 
until November, 1909. 

Ensuiko Seito Kaisha .—The mill in course of construction during 
1908 (850 tons, short, in 24 hours), situated at Shinyeisho. was com¬ 
pleted in December, 1908. The extension of the old mill situated at 
Ensuiko, which has been enlarged from a capacity of 400 tons, short, 
in 24 hours to 600 tons, short, in 24 hours has ako been duly com¬ 
pleted. 

Formosan Sugar and Developnent Company , formerly kmun as 
the Hing-Hoat Sugar Company , situated at San-kan-ten .—This British 
company was registered in London on January 18, 1908, with a capital 
of 80,000?., divided into 60,000/. of 6 per cent, cumulative preference 
shares and 20,000/. ordinary shares. The new capital obtained has 
been utilised to enlarge the plant from 350 to 700 tons of cane per day, 
and the new machinery was completed on February 3, 1909. although 
crushing was started with the old plant about the middle of December, 
1908. The factory is expected to produce this crop (1908-09), about 
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55,000 piculs (3,273 tons) of sugar as compared with 14,714 piculs 
(875 tons) for 1907-08 crop. On account of the enlargement of the 
plant before mentioned, the cane-buying district h?.3 been increased 
by about 5,000 acres, and it is expected that in the crop for 1909-10 
the production will be nearly 100,000 piculs (5,952 tons). 

The water supply is obtained by damming the river close by and 
no pumps are used, the water being led by a pipe to the well near the 
condenser pumps, a great advantage where a large quantity of water 
is required for the condensers. The trolley line is 22 miles in length, 
with a rolling-stock of 265 cars, each taking 2£ tons of cane. The 
gauge is 24 inches instead of 30 inches, which is the gauge adopted 
by the majority of Formosan factories. Three locomotives have been 
purchased to arrive in time for the 1909-10 crop. It may be men¬ 
tioned that the facilities for transportation are most favourable. The 
mill is situated in such a position relative to the cane that there is a 
gradual gradient in its favour so that not much power is necessary 
to transport the cane to the mill. The transport of sugar to Anping 
for export is effected by the river and costs only 5 sen (ljd.) per 
bag. The total cane area is now over 10,000 acres, and, judging 
from the figures already quoted, the company has already made 
great progress in bringing land under cultivation. It is calculated 
that the district worked by this company will yield in three years’ 
time 10,000 tons of sugar. The price obtained from the sugar is 13 yen 
(11. 6s. 6 id.) per picul, only one grade of sugar being manufactured. 
Experiments are being conducted with a view to making brown 
sugar from the residual molasses, and it has been proved that this 
can be done, but some modification of the present experimental plant 
is necessary and will be installed later on. 

Hokuto Sugar Mill .—Owned by Bain and Co., a British firm. This 
was originally a small 100-ton brown sugar mill, and it was intended 
to enlarge and convert it into a 240-ton centrifugal mill during 1909. 
The Sugar Bureau, however, have arranged for the incorporation of 
the district belonging to this mill within the district of a large new 
mill of from 700 to 800 tons crushing capacity, which is to be erected 
by a Formosan-Chinese financier. Compensation will be paid to the 
British firm for the machinery already installed, and the Sugar Bureau 
has allotted to them another district near Takow in exchange. In 
this new district the British firm will install the new machinery which 
has been purchased for Hokuto and will also purchase the necessary 
additional machinery required for a mill crushing 300 tons of cane 
per 22 hours to produce centrifugal sugar. This new mill at Takow 
will be completed by November, 1909, in time for the 1909-10 crop, 
which is estimated to produce 30,000 piculs (1,785 tons). 

Semi-open ports .—Table 6 annexed to this report gives the value 
of the total trade for the years 1907-08 of four special open ports, 
viz., Toko, Toseki, Hokkokei and Makyu (Pescadores) opened by a 
notification of the Governor-General of Formosa in August, 1899. 
Only ships of Chinese construction, namely, junks, may enter and 
clear at these ports, and foreign vessels other than Chinese may not 
import or export cargo without special permission from the Governor- 
General unless chartered by Japanese subjects. No statistics are given 
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for the port of Hokkokei for the year 1908, as the customs-house has 
been closed at that port, and the returns of import and export trade 
are included in those for Toseki, which is situated 8 miles distant. 
The total trade of these four ports has increased by 9,4661. in 1908 
as compared with 1907. 

The quantity and value of the principal articles of import and 
export are given in Tables 7 and 8 and the shipping entered in Table 9. 
This shipping is chiefly confined to junks. 

Shipping. Anping and Takow. —Statistics of all shipping entered 
at the open ports of Anping and Takow during the years 1907-08 are 
given in Table 10 annexed to this report. 

Total shipping .—The total shipping entered was 611 vessels of 
646,279 tons in 1908 against 570 vessels of 601,913 tons in 1907, an 
increase of 41 vessels and 44,366 tons in 1908. 

Foreign-going vessels .—The total number of foreign-going vessels- 
entered, exclusive of junks, was 73 vessels of 110,314 tons in 1908 
against 64 vessels of 86,021 tons in 1907, an increase of 9 vessels of 
24,293 tons in 1908. 

Coasting vessels. —The total number of coasting vessels entered 
was 336 vessels of 530,181 tons in 1908 against 324 vessels of 511,365 
tons in 1907, an increase of 12 vessels of 18,816 tons in 1908. 

Junks, foreign-going. —The total number of junks entered in 1908 
was 202 of 5,784 tons against 182 junks of 4,527 tons in 1907, an 
increase of 20 junks and 1,257 tons in 1908. 

The following comparative table shows the nationality of the vessels 
entering engaged in the foreign-going and coasting trades, exclusive 
of junks, during the years 1907-08 and the respective increase or 
decrease in the numbers and tonnage entered compared with 1907 :— 


i 

Foreign-going j 


Increase or Decrease 

and Coasting | 1907. 

1908. 

in 1908 compared 

Vessels. 

j | 

wit' 1907. 


Nationality. 

Vessels, j 

Tonnage. 

! 

; Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

j Tonnage. 

British. 

9 1 

17,597 

16 

39,017 

+ 

7 

1+ 21,420 

German 

4 1 

5,096 

3 

8,162 

— 

1 

1+ 3,066 

Norwegian ...j 

1 i 

891 

; 4 

3,519 

+ 

3 

j+ 2,628 

Total 

14 | 

23,584 

23 

50.698 

+ 

9 

+ 27,114 

Japanese ... 

374 | 

573,802 

386 

589,797 

+ 

12 

|+ 15,995 

Grand total 

388 i 

1 

597,386 

! 409 

640,495 

+ 

21 

j+ 43,109 


Foreign shipping. —TKe entries of foreign shipping show for the year 
1908 an increase of 9 vessels of 27,114 tons as compared with 1907. 

Japanese shipping .—Japanese shipping shows an increase of 12 
vessels of 15,995 tons as compared with 1907. 

British shipping.— British shipping has increased in 1908 by 7 
vessels of 21,420 tons as compared with 1907. This was due to entries 
at Takow of steamers conveying machinery for the various new sugar 
mills erected in Formosa. 
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Takow Harbour improvements .—The following particulars regarding 
the improvements to be made in the harbour at Takow have been 
kindly furnished by Mr. Nagao, Chief of the Engineering Bureau at 
Taihoku:— 

It has been recognised by the general public that there is a great 
necessity for the construction of a good harbour in the south of Formosa, 
and Takow has been selected as the most suitable locality for this 
purpose. 

The harbour of Takow is surrounded by land on all sides, which 
forms a lake-like estuary or lagoon, which is connected with the sea 
on the north-eastern part by an outlet only 300 feet in width. It is 
remarkably well protected from storms in all directions so that there 
is no danger of high waves entering the inner harbour, but it is at 
present practically useless for the following reasons :— 

1. In most places the water is less than 3 feet deep at ebb tide. 

2. The narrow entrance to the lagoon does not exceed 300 feet 
in width and is blocked with large rocks in the- middle. 

3. Outside the entrance to the harbour there is a bar 480 feet 
wide by 9,000 feet long, which is in many places not more than 6 feet 
below ebb tide. 

4. There is no proper accommodation for quays, godowns or cranes. 

The following plan for the improvement of the harbour has been 

proposed and is now in course of being carried into execution and will 
provide for the deficiencies above noted. 

A harbour will be constructed which will allow of the entrance 
and clearance of 450,000 tons of cargo annually. As a preliminary 
step the harbour will be dredged inside and quays and wharves will be 
constructed. The work of dredging and reclamation was commenced 
in 1908 and has already made much progress. The rocks obstructing 
the entrance will be removed and a channel opened by dredging a 
portion of the outer bar. Inside the harbour it is intended to provide 
mooringB for 10 vessels of from 2,000 to 5,000 tons each. 

The following is a summary of the proposed plans :— 

1. An area 6,600 feet in length and 1,200 feet in width inside the 
harbour will be dredged to the depth of 24 feet below the lowest ebb 
tide, and quay works along the northern shores will be constructed 
of 960 and 2,880 feet in length respectively. These quays will provide 
berths for seven or eight steamers of 400 feet in length, all of which 
may come alongside. 

Simultaneously, buoys will be provided for separate moorings for 
three steamers. 

2. Along the second quays 64,000 square yards of warehouse space 
will be provided and 60,000 square yards set aside for lumber yards. 
The land contiguous to the second quay which was reclaimed by the 
Railway Department subsequent to the year 1904 is the site for the 
railway station and customs-house. The new railway station has 
already been erected, having been removed from its former site further 
up the line. 

3. At the back of the second quay an area 400 feet in width by 
4,080 feet in length will be so arranged as to provide moorings for 
vessels of shallow draught and for the handling of their cargo. Walls 
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will be constructed along the back of the second quay and the lumber 
yards. 

4. An area of about 280,000 square yards at the back of the first 
quay will be set aside as the site for a new town, and along its western 
boundary a canal 2,800 feet long by 180 feet wide will be constructed 
to a depth of 6 feet. 

5. The rocks which obstruct the entrance will be removed and the 
shallow bottom dredged. 

The entrance to the harbour will be widened to 350 feet and a 
depth of 30 feet below the lowest ebb tide maintained. Lighthouses 
will be constructed on both sides of the entrance. 

6. A part of the sand bar outside the harbour will be dredged for 
a width of 600 feet and to a depth of 300 feet at lowest ebb tide, and a 
channel will be opened there and buoys placed on both sides. 

7. The total quantity of earth to be dredged is about 6,000,000 
cubic yards, of which 5,760,000 cubic yards will be dredged by a 
dredger of the working capacity of 320 cubic yards per hour. 

The dredged earth will be carried out to sea outside the harbour. 
About 240,000 cubic yards will be dug out by manual labour and the 
material will be used for reclamation works. 

8. The sites for the construction of the quays will be dredged to 
a depth of 35 feet below the lowest ebb tide and the piles driven down, 
On*the piles will be placed concrete blocks in mass, to a height of 
7 feet above the ebb tide. The number of piles required for the works 
is 9,000, and the quantity of ballast and rubble about 77,600 cubic 
yards ; about 72,000 cubic yards of concrete will be required. 

9. The following equipment will be provided for the manufacture 
of concrete blocks :— 


Cement godowns ... Square yards 3,200 

Gravel and sand yards ... „ 14,000 

Engine and boiler houses, mixing yards 

Square yards 360 

Carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ shops and 

watch-houses ... Square yards 160 

Piers. Number 2 

Rails.Miles 3 

Yard for the preparation of concrete blocks 

Square yards 6,000 


10. In addition to the equipment for the manufacture of concrete 
blocks, the following buildings will be required:— 

Square Yards. 

Warehouses and godowns ... . 11,200 

Office buildings .. . 40,859 

Officers’ quarters and storehouses. 3,440 

The total amount of expenditure approved for the harbour im¬ 
provements is 483,160Z. 8s. 4 d., which is to be distributed as follows 
over a period of six years :— 
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During fiscal year— 

£ s. 

d. 

1908 . 

71,458 6 

8 

1909 . 

81,666 13 

4 

1910 . 

102,083 6 

8 

1911 . 

102,083 6 

8 

1912 . 

91,875 0 

0 

1913 . 

33,993 15 

0 

Total . 

483,160 8 

4 

Particulars of Expenditure for Works. 

d. 

For dredging expenses— 

X 8. 

Dredging of moorings. 

98,578 16 

3 

f $ for vessels 



of shallow draught . 

7,845 14 10 

Dredging of channel outside the 



harbour . 

4,017 1 

8 

Total . 

110,441 12 

9 

For equipment of repair workshops— 



Repair shops . 

10,208 6 

8 

„ docks . 

6,125 0 

0 

Maintenance . 

1,633 6 

8 

Total . 

17,966 13 

4 

For quay works— 



Foundation works (pile driving 



and concrete under water) ... 
Manufacture of materials and 

31,405 14 

8 

for construction . 

Equipments for manufacture of 

142,544 11 

9 

concrete blocks . 

Machinery and implements for 

8,886 18 

3 

manufacture of concrete blocks 
Machinery and implements for 

13,540 8 

11 

construction of quay works ... 

8,258 10 10 

Buildings for manufacture of 



concrete blocks . 

5,394 11 

10 

Total . 

210,030 16 

3 

For sea walls . 

22,857 10 

4 

„ reclamation works . 

9,090 16 11 

» removal of rocks at entrance... 

1,531 5 

0 

» shore equipments— 

Warehouses and godowns 

48,591 13 

4 

Equipments for moorings 

1,657 16 

8 

Hoisting machines . 

5,927 8 

4 

Total . 

56,176 18 

4 

For entrance equipments. 

4,695 16 

8 

tt survey and miscellaneous 



expenses... ... ... ... 

1,020 16 

8 

For repairs. 

13,108 10 

5 

„ office expenses. 

36,239 11 

8 
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Railways .—The Trans-Formosan Railway was completed between 
Kelung and Takow in the month of April, 1908, and was officially 
opened on October 24 by His Imperial Highness Prince Kannin No 
Miya, who came for that purpose from Tokyo. Owing to this com¬ 
pletion the service has been accelerated and the express train which 
runs once a day now performs the journey from Kelung to Takow, 
a distance of 246 miles, in 14 hours. Takoyv to Kyukyokudo, a distance 
of 10 miles, is also now open to traffic. The Trans-Formosan Railway 
has been 10 years in course of construction and has involved a total 
expenditure of 30,000,000 yen (3,062,5001.), the total outlay, contrary 
to usual experience, having been 1,250,000 yen less than the original 
estimate. This is owing to the fact that since 1905 the line has been 
yielding a good revenue. Many sugar mills in South Formosa have 
laid down light railways of 2 feet 6 inches gauge for the transportation 
of sugar cane and materials, and parts of these lines are in several 
instances used for public traffic. 

The mileage of these lines open on December 31, 1908, was as 
follows :— 

Taiwan Sugar Company, 90 miles, of which 30 miles are used also 
for public traffic from Kyukyokudo to Toko and from Ako to Ariko. 

Meiji Sugar Company, 31 miles, of which 10 miles are used also 
for public traffic, from Banshiden to Shoro. 

Shinko Sugar Company, 10 miles. No part of this is used for public 
traffic. 

Ensuiko Sugar Company, 50 miles, of which 6 miles from Shin- 
yeisho to Ensuiko are used for public traffic. 

Toyo Sugar Company, 47 miles. No line open to public traffic. 

Dai Nippon Sugar Company, 54 miles. No line open to public 
traffic. 

Arizan forests .—In the trade report for 1906 mention was made 
of the preparations being made by the firm of Fujita Gumi, Osaka, 
for the exploitation for lumbering purposes of the magnificent forests 
on Mount Ari (Arizan). 

Since that date much good work has been done by that company 
in opening up this district to civilisation. A road has been opened 
from Chikutoki, 9 miles from Kagi, to Pumpau, which is the Fujita 
Gumi settlement, situated on Mount Ari at an elevation of 7,300 feet, 
and Chikutoki has been connected with Kagi by a trolley railway. 
This road, broad in some places and in others narrowing to a mere 
forest path, is often damaged by storms and falling trees and cost 
over 15,000 yen (1,5311. 5s.) to construct. It was commenced in April, 
1906, and completed in June, 1907, and traverses two ranges at a 
height of from 4,000 to 5,000 feet, until it reaches the final elevation 
of 7,300 feet. Some idea of the immense size of the trees of these 
forests may be gathered •from the fact that the giant tree of Pumpau, 
which is shown to all visitors and well known in photographs, measures 
24} feet in diameter and is 144 feet high. The forests on Mount Ari, 
which are so dense that in many places the sunlight filters through 
with difficulty, are for the most part composed of some 70 varieties 
of trees, Chamaecyparis (Hinoki, Japanese name), larch and pine 
being predominant. There are also 10 varieties of Kashi No-ki (ever- 
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green oak), a wood much prized by the Japanese for making wooden- 
ware. 

In order to convey the lumber from these mountain heights to the 
plains it was intended to construct a light railway 41 miles 20 chains 
long of a 2 feet 6 inches gauge ; minimum radius, 150 feet; steepest 
incline 1 in 20, but up to the present some 25 miles of the road bed 
only have been completed. 

Unfortunately, ..wing to complications with the Formosan Govern¬ 
ment concerning the exact terms of the concession and also to an 
under-estimate of the total cost of the undertaking, the Fujita Gumi 
decided to suspend their operations during 1908 so that the work 
has made no further progress. 

So far the preparations fpr exploiting the lumber on Mount Ari 
have cost that company 2,500,000 yen (255,2081. 8s. 8d.), and finding 
that another sum of the same amount would be necessary to complete 
the work they resolved to abandon it. It is reported, however, that 
the'Formosan Government has decided to take over the whole under¬ 
taking and will complete the railway and pay a compensation to the 
Fujita Compaiiy amounting to 1,800,000 yen (183,7501.) for the work 
already accomplished; 4,000,000 yen (408,3331. 6s. 8d.) will be pro- 
provided for this purpose and a further sum of 1,900,000 yen 
(193,9581. 6s. 8d.) is to be spent in purchasing rolling-stock, cutting 
down timber and building house accommodation. This total sum 
of 5,900,000 yen (602,2911. 13s. 4d.) is to be distributed over the next 
five years of Formosan expenditure in the following proportions :— 


1900-10... 

1910- 11 ... 

1911- 12 ... 

1912- 13 ... 

1913- 14 ... 


Yeii. £ ». d. 

2,020,000 207,468 0 8 

830,000 84,729 3 4 

830,000 84,729 3 4 

800,000 88,608 0 8 

762,000 70,760 13 4 


The immense virgin forests, whioh not only cover the Arizan district 
but so many other parts of Formosa, will be a souroe of great revenue 
at some future date. 

Pineapple industry .—The pineapple is the most important and 
certainly the most valuable of all the Formosan fruits. It is very 
prolific in the south, especially in the Hozan district, and a tinning 
industry has been gradually increasing there of late years. The largest 
tinning factory is situated in the town of Hozan and is financed and 
administered by Japanese. In this factory they not only tin the 
fruit but also utilise the long serrated leaves for the manufacture of 
grass-cloth. The number of tins made in the Hozan district has 
increased from 96,413 in 1904 to 332,650 in 1907. 

British residents .—In 1908 there were 36 British subjects resident 
in this Consular district, 22 adult males, 12 adult females and 2 children. 

Rate of exchange .-—All calculations for the conversion of gold yen 
currency into sterling have been made at the rate of 1 yen equals 
2s. 0£d. For the years 1906-07 the rate was 2s. Id. and allowance 
must therefore be made for this difference in making any comparisons 
ff figures. 

(70) b 
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Source of information .—The statistics annexed to this report have 
been furnished by the courtesy of the Japanese customs-house. 


Table 1 .— Total Value of Trade with Japan and Foreign Gountries 

during the Year 1908. 


1 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Foreign countries— 

£ 

i £ 

i 

£ 

China ••• ..» ... ••• 

United States, including Philippine 

117,764 

61,891 

169,666 

Islands ... ... ... ••• 

United Kingdom and colonies, com- 

143,806 

870 

144,678 

prising Hong-Kong only. 

241,688 

9,981 

261,669 

Germany . 

103,811 

... 

1033H 

Other countries . 

164,378 

3,069 

167,446 

Total ... 

771,447 

65,811 

837,268 

Japan ... ... ... ... ... 

768,136 

! 

1,462,699 

2,230,834 

Grand total. 

1,639,682 

1,528,610 

3,068,092 


Table 2 .—Trade with Japan and Foreign Countries during the 

Year 1908. 

Total Imports. 


Country. 

i 

1906. 

1907. 

i 

1 

! 1908. 

j 

Increase or 
Decrease 
in 1908 
compared 
with 1907. 

Foreign countries— 

£ 

£ 

! ■ * 

£ 

China ... ... ... 

United States, including Philip- 

144,269 

140,488 

117,764 

! 

- 22,724 

pine Islands. 

United Kingdom and colonies. 

43,562 

66,805 

143,808 

+ 87,003 

comprising Hong-Kong only 

62,382 

52,433 

241,688 

+ 189,255 

Germany . 

3,209 

16,917 

103,811 

+ 86,894 

Other countries. 

6,955 

56,425 

i 

164,376 

+ 107,951 

Total . 

259,367 


771,447 

+ 448,379 

Japan ... . ... ... ... 

482,741 

Ikj 

768,136 

+ 66,790 

Grand total 

742,108 | 

1,025,413 

1,539,582 

+ 514,169 
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Table 3 .—Tkadb with Japan and Foreign Countries during the 

Year 1908 


Total Exporta 


Country. 

1906. 

. 

1907. 

1908. 

Increase or 
Decrease 
.in 1908 
compared 
with 1907. 

i 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Foreign countries— 





China . '. 

68,407 

60,938 

61,891 

+ 953 

United States, including Philip- 





pine Islands. 

• •• 

62 

870 

+ 808 

United Kingdom and colonies. 





comprising Hong-Kong only 

21,210 

16,683 

9,981 

- 6,702 

Other countries . 

3,396 

1,638 

3,069 

+ 1,431 

Total . 


68,321 

65,811 

- 2,610 

Japan ••• ... «*• ••• 


1,138,871 

1,462,699 

+ 323,828 

Grand total . 

1,342,413 

1,207,192 

1,628,510 

+ 321,318 
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Table 4.—Return showing Principal Articles of Import from 
Foreign Countries and Japan into the Open Ports of Anping 
and T&kow, &c.—continued. 


( b ) Imports from Japan. 


Articles. 


i 

1907. 

V 

1908. 

£ 

Average, 

Five 

Years 

1903-07. 

£ 

Increase o 
in 1908 c 
wit 

1907. 

£ 

r Decrease 
compared 
h— 

Average, 
Five Years 
1903-07. 

£ 

Beer ••• • • * 

... 10,299 

10,629 

6,498 

+ 

330 

+ 

4,131 

Cement and lime 


18,618 

21,198 

9,922 

+ 

2,580 

+ 

11,276 

Cotton piece-goods... 

•f 

86,574 

9,827 

62,474 

— 

75,747 

— 

52,64 1 

Drugs and medicines 

• • 

12,454 

I * 

17,100 

5,360 

+ 

4,646 

+ 

11,740 

Fish, salt and dried ... 

• • 

26,466 

47.960 

7,379 

+ 

21,494 

+ 

40,581 

Matches . 

• • 

I 24,029 

18,124 

13,567 

— 

5,905 

+ 

4,557 

Metalware . 

• • 

66,020 

25,777 

16,490 

— 

39,243 

+ 

9,287 

Paper ... ... 

• • 

10,103 

13,091 

6,434 

+ 

2,988 

+ 

6,667 

Provisions, tinned, Ac. 

♦ • 

66,012 

7,997 

13,838 


47,015 

— 

5,841 

Railway materials ... 

• • 

4,531 

18,355 

11,745 

+ 

13,824 

+ 

6,610 

,, machinery 

• • 

28,691 

6,845 

10,458 

— 

21,846 

— 

3,613 

Rice. 

• • 

4,075 

4,071 

4,188 

— 

4 

— 

117 

Sak£ ... ... ... 

• • 

22,756 

27,501 

19,616 

+ 

4,746 

+ 

7,885 

Soy ... ... ... 

• • 

6,764 

6,865 

! 4,174 

+ 

101 

+ 

2,691 

Timber and planks ... 


69,260 

95,958 

j 36,575 

+ 

26,708 

+ 

69,383 

Tobacco (cigarettes) 

• • 

15,068 

10,803 

18,467 

— 

4,265 

— 

7,664 

Cut tie fish ... ... 

• • 

8,489 

2,540 

1 3,897 

— 

5,949 

— 

1,357 

Glass and glassware 

• • • 

5,619 

6,061 | 2,422 

+ 

442 

+ 

3,639 

Beans, peas and other grains 

2,575 

2,770 

1,651 

+ 

195 

+ 

1,119 

Coal. 

• •• 

11,086 1 16,526 

6,126 

+ 

5,440 

+ 

10,400 

Miscellaneous 

• • • 

215,867 

398,137 

1 170,867 

+ 182,270 

+ 227,270 

Total 

• • • 

702,345 

i 

768,135 

432,148 

+ 

65,790 

+ 335,987 
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Table 6.—Return sliowiug Total Trade at the Ports of Toko, Toseki, 
Makyu and Hokkokei during the Years 1907-08. 


1907. 1908. 

i i 

j i 

Port. ■' | j ' | 

Imports. Exports J Total. Imports. Exports. 1 Total. 


! 

£ 

£ 

i 

£ ! 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Toko .| 

7,650 

5,250 

12,800 

9,636 

9,636 

19,272 

Toseki.| 

8,853 

10,181 

19,034 ; 

13,232 

11,376 

24,608 

Makyu (Pescadores) ...' 

27,136 

2,765 

29,901 

26,766 

3,545 

30,311 

Hokkokei .! 

1,572 

1,418 

2,990 ! 


... 

... 

Total.i 

i 

45,111 

19,614 

64,725 ! 

1 

49,634 

24,557 

74,191 


Table 7.—Return showing Principal Articles of Import into the 
Ports of Toko, Toseki and Makyu during the Year 1908. 


Articles. 


i 

Toko. ! Toseki, 


i 


Makyu. 


i 


Total. 

i 


Flour ... Cwts. 
Provisions, as- 

341 

X, 

167 

... 


65 

X, 

35 

406 

202 

sorted 

• • • 

470 

• • • 

289 


4,534 

• • • 

5,293 

Rice ... Cwts. 
Metals and 

... 

... 

... 

i 

4,030 

2,809 

4,030 

2,809 

i 

metalware ... 
Cotton piece* 

t • • 

108 

tM 

! 826 

• • • 

1,091 

• • • 

2,025 

goods Sq. yds. 

929 

15 

11,415 

194 

11,830 

232 

24,174 

441 

Sak6 . 

Timber and 

... 

... 

... 

! 

• • • 

2,722 

• • • 

i 2,722 

< 

i 

planks 

... 

1,073 


4,064 

• • • 

1.981 

• • • 

7,118 

Iron pans Cwts. 
Kerosene 

2,891 

1,824 

2,212 

1,225 

460 

299 

5,563 

3,348 

i 

i 

Gallons 
Porcelain and 

9,275 

273 

40 

2 

15,300 

413 

24,615 

| 688 

earthenware... 
Paper (includ¬ 
ing joss- 

... 

1,770 

. • • 

1,399 

• • • 

412 

... 

3,581 

paper) 

... 

360 

... 

767 

... 

740 

• • • 

1,867 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 

3,576 

... 

4,466 

... 

11,498 

... 

19,640 

Total ..J 

... 

9,636 

... 

13,232 

• • • 

26,766 

... 

49,634 

IliNI 
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Table «S.—Return showing Principal Articles of Export from the 
Ports of Toko, Tosu ki ami Makyu during the Year 1908. 


Articles. Toko. Toseki. Makyu. Total. 



Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Rice . 

31,778 

7,120 

13,217 

4,085 

556 l 134 

45,551 11,339 

Sesamum seed ... 

543 

; 274 

1,933 

990 

15 

7 

2,491 

1.271 

Lungan . 

112 

49 

068 

633 

... ; ... 

1,080 

682 

Hemp . 

531 

754 

262 

430 

129 l 

179 

921 

1,363 

Oil cake. 

... 

•.. 

12,690 

2,227 

5,050 ! 1,447 

17,740 | 

3,674 

Peas . 

167 

50 

2,565 

689 

206 1 

81 

2,838 ! 

820 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 

1,389 

... 

2,322 

... 1.607 

5,408 

Total 

• • • 

9,636 

... 

11,376 

... 3,545 

... 24,557 

1 


r r*ilile 9.—Return of all* Shipping (exclusive of Junks,-Coastwise) at 
the Ports of Toko, Toseki and Makyu during the Year 1908. 

Entered (Junks). 


Port. 

i ; 

Japanese. 

i ! 

Chinese. 

Total. 

i 

i 

i 

! Vessels. 

1 : 

Tonnage. 

! 

Vessels. 

! 

Tonnage. 

i 

: Vessels. 

i Tonnage. 


Toko 

1 

...; 14 

376 

58 

1,032 

72 

1,408 

Toseki 

... 35 

802 

88 

1,985 

123 

2,787 

Makyu 

... 34 

731 

! 

7 

i 

151 

41 

882 

Total 

...i 83 

1 

1 

| 1,909 

1 153 

: 

3,168 

! 236 

5,077 


(70) 
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Table 10 .—Return of all Shipping at the Open Ports of Anping 
and Tilkow during the Years 1907-08. 

Entered. 



! 

Steam. 

I • 

i Sailing. 

i 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Year. 

00 

i 

1 

4 

| 

i 

i 



1 

o 

i | 

o 

1 

© 

i 



> 

H 

i > 

H 

> 

H 

- 

Foreign-going— 







17,607 

British. 

1907 

9 

17,697 


! ... 

9 


1908 

16 

39,017 



16 

39,017 

German . 

1907 

4 

5,096 


... 

4 

6,096 


1908 

3 

8,162 



3 

8,162 

Norwegian 

1907 

1 

891 



1 

691 


1908 

4 

3,619 



4 

3,519 

Japanese . 

1907 

50 

62,437 



60 

62,437 


1908 

60 

69,616 


... 

50 

69,610 

Total . 

1907 

64 

86,021 


... 

64 

86,021 


1908 

73 

110,314 



73 

110,314 

Coasting— 








Japanese . 

1907 

324 

611,366 

... 


324 

611,366 


1908 

336 

530,181 

... 

• • • 

336 

630,181 

Junks, foreign-going - 








British. 

1908 

... 

• • • 

2 

36 

2 

36 

Japanese . 

1907 

... 

... 

52 

1,470 

52 

1,470 


1908 


... 

87 

2,433 

87 

2,433 

Chinese. 

1907 

• • • 

... 

130 

3,057 

130 

3,067 


1908 

... 

... 

113 

3,316 

113 

3,316 

Total . 

1907 



182 

4,627 

182 

4,527 


1908 

• •• 

• • • 

202 

5,784 

202 

5,784 

Recapitulation— 








Foreign-going. 

1907 

64 

86,021 

• • • 

... 

64 

86,021 


1908 

73 

110,314 

• • • 

• * • 

73 

110,314 

Coasting . 

1907 

324 

511,365 

... 

**• 

324 

511,366 


1908 

336 

530,181 

... 

• •• 

336 

630,181 

Junks, foreign-going ... 

1907 


... 

182 

4,627 

182 

4,627 


1908 

... 

« • • 

202 

6,784 

202 

6,784 

Grand total 

1907 

388 

597,386 

182 

4,627 

670 1601,913 


1908 

409 

640,495 

202 

6,784 

611 646,279 

i 

I_ 
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Reports of the Annual Series have been recently issued from His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title-page 


Abyssinia 

Argentine 

Republic 

AUSTRIA’ 

Hungary 


Bahrain 

Islands 

Belgium 


Bolivia Ml 
Borneo 


Brazil 


Bulgaria 
Chile ... 

China ... 


Chinde 

Colombia 

Corea ... 
Costa Rica 
Crete ... 
Cuba ... 

Denmark 


Ecuador 
Egypt ... 

France 


Germany 


Greece 


Guatemala ... 

Hayti A Santo 
Domingo 
Honduras ... 

Italy . 


Price 

3747 Abyssinia. Trade, 1905-06 ... 2d 

3822 Rosario. Trade, 1906 . Id 

4064 Buenos Ayres, Trade, 1907 ... 2d 

4u78 Rosario. Trade, 1907 .2*d 

4099 Fiume. Trade, 1907 ... 2$d 

4109 Austria-Hungary. Finances, 

1907-08 . 2d 

4172 Trieste.' Trade, 1907. 4d 

4212 Hungary. Commerce, 1908... 2d 
4161 Bahrain Islands. Trade, 

1907-08 . 2d 

4147 Belgium. Trade, 1907 aud 

first half of 1908 ... .... 4d 

4182 Antwerp. Shipping and 

Navigation, 1908 6d 

4138 Bolivia. Trade, 1907 . 2*d 

3715 British North Borneo. Trade, 

1905 Id 

4139 Pernambuco. Trade, 1907 ... l*d 

4154 Brazil (Supplementary). 

Trade, 1907 2Jd 

4248 Porto Alegre. Trade, 1908 ... 3d 
4132 Bulgaria. Trade, 1907 ... 34d 

3978 Chile. Trade, 1907 . 8*d 

4201 Coquimbo. Trade, 1908 ... 2d 

4152 China. Foreign trade, 1907... 5*d 

4159 Chinan Fu. Trade, 1907 ... 5d 

4160 Foochow. Trade, 1907 ... 2id 

4185 Antung. Trade, 1907.d|d 

4190 Nanning.Id 

4191 Newchwang. Trade, 1908 ... 2*d 

4207 Chinkiang. Trade, 1908 ... 4}d 

4216 Changsha. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

4225 Ichang. Trade, 1908 . $d 

4242 Tang Yueh. Trade, 1908 ... 3d 

4247 Wuhu. Trade, 1908 . 2Jd 

3721 Chinde. Trade, 1905 . 3d 

4187 Colombia. Finance .lJd 

4195 Santa Marta. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

4120 Corea. Trade, 1907 2d 

4090 Coeta Rica. Trade, 1907 ... Id 

4238 Crete. Trade, 1908 6d 

4169 Cuban Budget, 1908-09 ... Id 

4180 Cuba. Trade, 1907 lid 

4089 Denmark. Tiade, 1907 ... 2jd 

4107 Faroe Islands, Ac. Trade, 

1907 l*d 

4211 Denmark. Finances, 1907-08 2*d 

4173 Ecuador. Trade, 1907 . Id 

4088 Port Said, Ac. Trade, 1907 ... 6d 
4127 Alexandria. Trade, 1907 ... 6d 

4194 Pondicherry. Trade, Ac., 1908 id 

4202 New Caledonia. Trade, 1908 3d 

4205 LyonB, Ac. Silk trade, 1908... 3d 

4206 French Budget, 1909 . 2id 

4217 Dakar. Trade, 1908 . Id 

4223 Havre. Trade, 1908 . 6d 

4236 Corsica. Trade, 1908 . Id 

4243 Reunion. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

4246 Bordeaux. Trade, 1908* 

4059 Westphalia, Ac. Trade, 1907.. 

4070 Baden, Trade, 1907 . 

4071 Dantzig. Trade, 1907... 

4095 Pomerania. Trade, 1907 
4123 Hamburg. Trade, 1907 ... 5d 

4136 Bavaria. Trade and Agricul¬ 
ture, 1907 and part of 1908... 2d 

4221 German East Africa. Trade, 

1908 . ... ... 6*d 

4034 Thessaly. Trade and Agricul¬ 
ture, 1907 3d 

4208 Morea, Ac. Trade, 1908 ... 3d 

4228 Piraeus. Trade and Agricul¬ 
ture, 1908 3d 

4233 The Cyclades. Trade, 1908 
4098 Quezaltenango. Trade, 1907 
4101 Guatemala. Trade, 1907 
4204 Hayti and Santo Domingo. 

Trade, 1908 . 

3760 Puerto Cortes. Trade, 1906... 
3995 Honduras. Trade, 1907 
4145 Lombardy. Trade, 1907 
4175 Italy, foreign trade, 1907 ... 

4183 Southern Italy. Trade, 1907 

4226 Genoa. Trade, 1908 . 

4241 Some. Trade, 1908 ... ... 


Japan 


Mexico 


Morocco 


Muscat 

Netherlands 


Norway 


Panama 
Paraguay 
Persia 


Price 

4041 North Formosa. Trade, 1907 *1 

4083 Tainan. Trade, 1907 .1M 

4106 Shimonoseki. Trade, 1907 ... 2|<i 


3d 

2*d 

Id 


::: 4 |a 

... Id 


Peru ... 
Portugal 


ROU MANIA 

Russia... 


Santo 

Domdtgo 

Saxony 

S KB VIA 

Slam . 

Spain. 


Sudan.. 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Tunis.. 

Turkey 


United 

8tates 


Uruguay 


Venezuela ... 

West Afbica 
Western 

Pacific 

WURTEMBERG 

Zanzibar ... 


2d 


• •• 'VIZ 

:::1d 


4151 Nagasaki. Trade, 1907 

4165 Yokohama. Trade, 1907 
4220 Nagasaki. Trade, 1908 
4240 North Formosa. Trade, 1908 
4189 Mexican Budget, 1909-10 
4215 Tampico. Trade, 1908 

4244 Salina Cruz. Trade, 1908 ... 

3914 Morocco. Trade, 1906. 

4146 Casablanca. Trade, 1907 
4167 Tangier. Trade, 1907... ‘ 

4200 Progreso. Trade, 1908 

4085 Muscat. Trade, 1907-08 

4203 Amsterdam. Trade, 1908 ... 

4213 Rotterdam. Trade, 1908 

4224 Java. Trade, 1908 . 

4018 Norwegian Budget, 1908-09 ... 

4174 Norway (Supplementary). 

Trade, 1907 . 

4144 Panama. Trade, 1907. 

4086 Paraguay. Trade, 1907 

4087 Kerman. Trade, 1907-08 ... 

4100 Kermanshah. Trade, 1907-08 lid 

4134 Arabistan. Trade, 1907 ... 2jd 

4156 Seistan and Kain. Trade, 

1907- 08 . 4d 

4162 Khoras&n. Trade, 1907-08 
4179 Bushire. Trade, 1907-08 
4184 Azerbaijan. Trade, 1906-08... 2d 
4074 Peru. Trade and Commerce, 

1907 4d 

4069 Madeira. Trade, 1907.,, ... 2d 

4166 Angola. Trade, 1906-07 ... 2d 

4181 Goa. Trade, 1907 Id 

4239 Azores. Trade, 1908 . 2d 

4005 Eoumanla. Trade, 1907 ... 3d 

4219 Roumania. Trade, 1908 ... 4d 

4163 Russian Budget, 1908.ljd 

4198 Batoum. Trade, 1908. 2*d 

4232 Poland, Ac. Trade, 1908 ... 2jd 

3842 Santo Domingo. Trade, 

1906 ... ... ... ... 

3770 Chemnitz. Trade, 1906 
4112 Servia. Finances, 1908 
4131 Servia. Trade, 1907 . 

4176 Bangkok. Trade, 1907 

4234 Saiburi and Puket. Trade, 1908 lid 

4163 Bilbao. Trade, 1907 . 3*d 

4157 Spain. Trade, 1907 ... 

4210 Seville. Trade, 1908 ... 

4245 Spain. Trade, 1908 ... 

4193 V&rt Sudan. Trade, 1908 
4149 Gothenbuijr. Trade, 1907 
4186 Sweden. Finances, 1907 

4177 Switzerland. Trade, 1907 ... 

4178 Swiss Budget, 1909 . 

4140 Regency ofTunis. Trade, 1907 
4142 Beirut, Ac. Trade, 1907 
4188 Constantinople. Trade, 1908 
4197 Adrianople. Trade, 1908 

4214 Benghazy. Trade, 1906-08 ... 

4 222 Jerusalem. Trade, 1908 

4230 Aleppo. Trade, 1908 . 

4235 Adana. Trade, 1908 . 

4192 New York, Ac. Trade, Ac., 

1908 ... ... ... 

4199 Savannah. Trade, 1908 
4209 Porto Rico. Trade, 1908 
4227 San Francisco. Trade, 1908... 

4229 Chicago. Trade, 1908. 

4231 Baltimore, Ac. Trade, 1908... 

4237 St. Louis. Trade, 1908 

4135 Uruguay (Supplementary). 

Trade, 1907, and Finances, 

1908- 09 ... ... ... »•• ' d 
3966 Ciudad Bolivar.’*’Trade, 1907 2d 
4218 Ciudad Bolivar. Trade, 1908 2 d 

3750 Liberia. Trade, 1906 . 2|d 

3905 Samoa. Trade, 1906 . Id 

4170 Friendly Islands. Trade, 1907 Id 
3766 Wurtemberg. Trade and Agri¬ 
culture, 1906 .Id 

, 4068 Zanzibar and Pemba. Trade, 

1907 «id 


6d 


... 2*d 
... Id 
3d 
2*d 
8d 
Id 


3d 


2*d 

Id 
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2 
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0H 
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Sight selling rate of exchange for the year 
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2 

oi 

Maximum . 
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0 ft 

Minimum. 

2 

Of 

Average . 

2 

Oi 
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Map and towns. —The population of the towns shown on the map are 
approximately as follows:— 

Anping . 0,000 

Kagi ... . 20,000 

Tainan . 54,000 

Takow . 6,500 

Toko . 10,000 

Toseki . 2,000 

The inhabitants of the district are engaged chiefly in agricultural and fishing. 
There are no manufacturing towns. 

Ports. —Anping and Takow are the only ports open to foreign trade. Toko, 
Toseki and Hokkokei, known as semi-open ports, are only open to junk traffic. 

Languages .—Japanese and Chinese (Amoy dialect). English is used in foreign 
commercial correspondence. 

Transport. —Transport into the interior away from the main line of railway is 
performed chiefly by coolies, sometimes by hand and bullock carts. 

Weights. —Some of the principal weights of commercial importance, with 
their British equivalents, are as follows:— 

1 kin or catty. = 1 *33 lbs. avoir. 

1 picul = 100 kin ... * ... 13^ lbs. avoir. 

84 kin or catties ... .. 1 cwt. 

1,680 kin or catties. 1 ton] 
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Annual Series. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 4249. 


Report on the Trade of the Consular District of Tainan (South 
Formosa) for the Year 1909 


By Mr. Acting-Consul W. M. Royds. 

Increase of trade. —The total value of the import and export trade 
of the two open ports of Anping and Takow in 1909 was 4,112,330?. 
against 3,068,092?. in 1908, showing a total increase of 1,044,238?., or 
more than 34 per cent., over the previous year. This, as will be shown 
later, is entirely due to the enormous increase in the output of sugar in 
this district. 

The following table gives the total values of the import and export 
trades for the vears 1907-09 and the average for the five years 
1904-08:— 



1907. 

I 

1908. 

i 

; ! 

Average, 
1909. Five Years 

i 1904-09. 

i 

Increase or Decrease in 
1909 compared with— 

1 


i 

1908. 

! 

Average, 
Five Years 
1904-08. 

Imports 

Exports 

£ 

1,025,413 

1,207,102 

£ 

1,539,582 

1,528,510 

£ ' 1 £ 
1,346,772 ! 892,292 
2,765,558 jl,135,029 

* 

- 192,810 
+ 1,237,048 

£ 

+ 454,480 
+ 1,630,529 

Total 

2,232,605 i 

I 

3,068,092 | 

4,112,330 2,027,321 | 

i 1 

+ 1,044,238 

+2,085,009 


Total trade. Japan and foreign countries (Tables 1 , 2 and 3 annexed). 

—The total value of the trade with foreign countries amounted to 
411,576?., showing, as compared with 1908, a decrease.of 425,682?.; 
compared with 1907, however, there is but little difference. 

The large increase in 1908 was due to the great amount of machinery 
imported for new^jigar mills, many of which began work atthe end of 
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that year, and thus explains the greatly increased output of sugar in 
1909, as mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 

Percentages of total trade. —Japan’s share of the total trade in 1909 
was 90 per cent, as compared with 72J per cent, in'1908,82 per cent, 
in 1907 and 83£ per cent, in 1906. Other countries shared approxi¬ 
mately in the following proportions, percentages for 1908 being given 
for comparison :— y 

1908. 1909. 


United Kingdom 

China . 

United States ... 
Germany 
Other countries 


Per cent. 



4 * 

3 * 

5 £ 


Per cent. 


It 

4* 


Imports (Table 2). Total import trade. —The total import trade 
shows a decrease of 192,810/. in 1909 as compared with 1908. 

From foreign countries. —The total value of goods imported from 
foreign countries in 1909 was 366,508/.against 771,447/. in 1908, showing 
a decrease of 404,939/. 

From Japan. —The total value of goods imported from Japan in 
1909 was 980,264/. against 768,135/. in 1908, showing an increase of 
212,129/. 

Japan took 72f per cent, of the total import trade in 1909 
against 50 per cent, in 1908, 69 per cent, in 1907, and 65 per cent, in 
1906. 

Other countries shared as follows, percentages for 1908 being given 
for comparison :— 


United Kingdom 
United States ... 

China . 

Germany 
Other countries 


1908. 1909. 

Per cent. Per cent. 


1 

7§ 

6* 

10S 


4 

n 

3 ?. 

3* 


Exports (Table 3). Total export trade.-^ The total value of the export 
trade in 1909 shows an increase of 1,237,048/. over that of 1908. As the 
increase in the value of sugar exported amounted to 1,373,249/., the 
export of other commodities shows a total decrease of 136,201/. This is 
very nearly the amount by which the value of exports, not including 
sugar, advanced in 1908 over 1907, and probably points to the fact that 
the greatly increased business in sugar has left the export in other goods 
for the moment practically in the same position as before. 

To foreign countries. —The total value of the export trade.to foreign 
countries in 1909 was 45,068 1. against 65,811/. in 1908. 

To Japan .—The total value of the export trade to Japan in 1909 
was 2,720,490/. against 1,462,699/. in 1908. 

Japan, which takes practically all the sugar, thus had over 98 per 
cent, of the total export trade in 1909 as compared with 95f per cent, 
in 1908. Most of the remaining 2 per cent, went to China. 
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Exports in 1909 show an excess in value over imports of 1,418,786/. 
In 1908 imports exceeded exports in value by 11,072/. 

Raw sugar .—The total amount of raw sugar exported in 1909 
was 2,442,542 cwts., valued at 2,301,174/., against 1,188,451 cwts., 
valued at 927,925/., in 1908, showing an increase of 1,254,091 cwts. 
and 1,373,249/. In 1907 the export was 1,055,407 cwts., valued at 
734,581/. 

Review of sugar market .—In reporting on the sugar season of 1909-10, 
mention must first be made of the changes in the consumption tax 
proposed by the Japanese Government during this period, which are 
expected shortly to be put into force. 

The present rates are as follows :— 


Class 1. Below No. 8 Dutch standard 

Per 100 Kin or 

1 Picul. 

Yen sen. 

3 0' 

„ 2. From No. 8 to 15. 

5 50 

M 3. „ 15 to 20 

8 50 

„ 4. Over No. 20 . 

10 0 

It is proposed to alter the rates as follows 

• — 

Per 100 Kin or 

Class 1. Below D.S. 11 . 

1 Picul. 
Yen. 

3 

»* 2. ft ,, 15 ... 

5 

»* 3. ft ft 18 

7 

4. „ „ 21 . 

8 

„ 5. „ ,.26 . 

9 

„ 6. Over D.S. 26. 

10 


The great bulk of the sugar produced in Formosa coming under the 
present Class 2 ,i.e ., from No. 8-15 Dutch standard, at 5 yen 50 sen perlOO 
kin, will now pay 5 yen per 100 kin. As, however, according to the 
complaints of sugar refiners in Japan, most of this sugar, though really 
over Dutch standard No. 8 in colour, was passed as Class 1 at 3 yen per 
100 kin, it was feared that the new rates, which arc to be strictly 
enforced, would throw back the industry. It is therefore proposed to 
grant a subsidy to planters, and cane is to be graded by the Government, 
and farmers paid according to this classification. The maximum 
subsidy to be granted will work out at about 1 yen 15 sen per 100 kin of 
sugar, and as under the old system of passing sugar over Dutch standard 
No. 8, as under Dutch standard No. 8, an unfair advantage of 2 yen 
50 sen per 100 kin was reaped, under the new system, with the tax 
reduced by 50 sen and the subsidy amounting to 1 yen 15 sen, the 
difference would only amount at most to 85 sen per 100 kin less profit 
for the mills, which should be covered by economy and improvement 
in working as the efficiency of the mills increases. 

In the proposed tariff. Class 3 sugar, namely that below Dutch 
standard No. 18 to be taxed at 7 yen per 100 kin, represents apparently 
what is now classed as Dutch standard 15-20 at 8 yen 50 sen per 100 kin, 
so the loss of 1 yen 50 sen as compared with last year, when this sugar 
was passed as Class 2 at 5 yen 50 sen per 100 kin, will still more nearly 


be 


covered by the subsidy of 1 yen 15 sen. 
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Meanwhile strict enforcement of the present rates is being made, 
and manufacturers are anxiously anticipating the putting in force of the 
suggested revised rates. 

In the trade report of this district for 1908 the sugar market was 
reviewed up to the middle of March, 1909. 

Prices for brown sugars rose slightly from then, and remained higher 
for the rest of the season, being from 9 yen 20 sen (18s. 9 i.) to 10 yen 
80 sen (1/. 2s.) according to grade, delivered at the merchants’ godowns 
at Takow or Anping. 

The 1909-10 crop opened in November with the price at 9 yen 40 sen 
(19s. 2d.) for low grades and 10 yen 20 sen (11. 0s. lOd.) for high, but 
fell off in December and has since remained lower, from 9 yen 20 sen 
(18s. 9 d.) to 9 yen 80 sen (1Z.). 

In January, 1910, the uncertainty regarding the new consumption 
tax, and the conditions attending the levying of the same, produced for 
a time an absolute state of chaos in the brown sugar" business, which 
came practically to a standstill. No definite idea prevailed as to the 
classing of the sugar, and. profits being diminished owing to the in¬ 
creased labour required for the various examinations by the tax 
assessors, different methods of packing, &c., the manufacturers tried to 
get the farmers to lower prices. This led tomuch discontent and threats 
to burn the cane rather than sell it at a lower price, and for a time no 
business was possible. The cane grown in the brown sugar districts 
was sent, in several cases, to the centrifugal mills. The question of 
colour is now settled, but uniformity in this respect in the different 
districts not yet having been attained, much inconvenience is still being 
experienced. Whereas last year at Takow, moreover, it was possible to 
get 1,000 bags classed and passed through daily, the packing now has all 
to be done under inspection and, at the most, 200 bags a day are passed. 

The estimate of the total amount of brown sugar to be produced was 
about 1,000,000 piculs, but, owing to the difficulties experienced, this 
amount will probably not be reached. 

Of centrifugal sugar, the estimated total output this season is now 
(end of February) given as 1,161,000 piculs for direct consumption and 
450,000 piculs for refining. 

This is considerably less than the estimates made at the beginning of 
the crop, the proportion of sugar realised being less than was anticipated, 
due, among other reasons, to some damage among the new varieties of 
cane by insects and disease. 

Prices were high at the opening of the crop in November, and much 
sugar was sold forward. One company sold 250,000 piculs forward at 
13yen 5sen (11. 6s. 8d.)outof an estimated total output (not likely now 
to be fully realised) of 280,000 piculs. Another company sold some of 
their best grade raw sugar at 14 yen 20 sen (1/. 9s.), but later there was no 
demand at this price. In general, prices for centrifugalled sugars ranged 
from 12 yen 50 sen (1/. 5s. 6rZ.) to 13 yen 50 sen (1Z. 7s. Id.) c.i.f. Yoko¬ 
hama, the higher prices being realised early in the crop. 

Two factories are experimenting in the manufacture of white 
(refined) sugar in Formosa, that of the Ensuiko Seito Kwaisha being of 
No. 30 Dutch standard (called “ Dai Nichi ”), at a nominal price of 
20 yen (2Z. 0s. lOeZ.) per picul. 
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The Taiwan Seito Kwaisha has also been attempting the manufac¬ 
ture of rum as a by-product, but without much success at present, as 
the taste and smell of that so far made are said to be inferior, and to 
prevent its being of value as a commercial article. Further experiments 
are being made in order to improve the product. 

In August, 1909, it was said that the total capital invested in sugar 
mills in Formosa was some 44,000,000 yen (4,500,000/.) and the profits 
of the largest companies from July 1, 1908, to June 30, 1909, were 
returned as follows :— 


£ 

Taiwan Seito Kwaisha . 169,100 

Ensuiko Seito Kwaisha . 82,800 

Toyo Seito Kwaisha . 68,700 

Meiji Seito Kwaisha . 61,760 

Tainan Seito Kwaisha . 51,040 

Shinko Seito Kwaisha . 27,052 


With the idea of supplanting Java crude sugar in supplying the 
sugar refineries in Japan, an agreement was made in November, 1909, 
between the Taiwan, Meiji, Toyo and Ensuiko companies in Formosa 
and the Dai Nippon, Yokohama and Kobe sugar refining companies in 
Japan for the supply of 250,000 piculs of crude sugar for refining during 
the 1909-10 crop. The agreement stipulates that the sugar shall be 
shipped from Formosa between January 1 and March 31, 1910, the 
price being fixed at 6 yen 51 sen (13s. 3d.) per picul. A special bounty 
is to be given by the Government on sugar for this purpose, equal to the 
amount received as reimbursement of customs duty on crude sugar 
imported from abroad and refined in Japan. Later in the season, owing 
to the high price of Java crude sugar and the probability of the output 
of centrifugalled sugar exceeding the demand, this amount was increased 
by another 200,000 piculs, making in all 450,000 piculs for refining 
purposes. As this new arrangement did not take place till February* 
1910, companies which had not sold their output forward in the mean¬ 
while should benefit somewhat by a probable rise in price resulting from 
the reduction of the excess of centrifugalled sugar destined for direct 
consumption. 

With the idea of improving the cane in the island, in each district a 
certain proportion of the land is in future to be set apart as an experi¬ 
mental plantation for new kinds of improved cane. In all, some 
3,800 acres are to be so set apart, and the treatment of the cane there 
planted is to be in accordance with the regulations issued and to be 
under Government supervision. Cultivators of these “ model cane 
plantations” are to receive a bounty partly in money for planting 
expenses and partly in the shape of manure, amounting in all to the 
value of about 3i. 10s. per acre. The regulations stipulate the con¬ 
ditions under which planting is to take place, the date, the amount of 
manure to be used in addition to that supplied by the Sugar Bureau* 
and the reserve of young cane to be provided in case of failure of first 
planting, &c. 

Semi-open ports .—The total trade of the three semi-open ports in 

this district (see Tables 6 and 7) has decreased by 8,6912. as compared 
^ i-rlio Original from 
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■with 1908. The falling-off is chiefly in the export of rice to China, most 
■of Formosa’s superfluous stock now going increasingly year by year to 
Japan. The trade of Toko and Toseki (Hokkokei has no longer a custom¬ 
house and has been absorbed by Toseki) is confined to junk traffic. 
Regular steamers between Japan and South Formosa call at Makyu, the 
port of thePescadore Islands. 

The oil cake mentioned in the export table is made from pea-nuts and 
sesamum seed, and is produced in the Toseki district, some of it, as 
shown in the table, being transhipped at Makyu. It goes to China. 

The flour imported at Makyu is of American origin, obtained through 
Japan and China. 

Shipping (see Table 9 ).—Foreign shipping shows in 1909 a decrease 
of 7 vessels and 16,246 tons as compared with 1908. 

Japanese shipping shows an increase of 19 vessels and 39,973 tons 
in 1909 over 1908. 

British shipping has decreased by 11 vessels and 18,182 tons in 
1909 as compared with 1908. In 1908 most of the machinery for the 
various new sugar mills came out in British bottoms, whereas, in 1909, 
■German vessels, which increased by 7 in number and 2,967 tons, 
brought large quantities of rails for the light railways on the sugar 
plantations, prices for these being cut down by the German manufac¬ 
turers to a very fine point, leaving but a small margin of profit, in order 
to get into the market. 

Takow Harbour works .—Steady progress is being made with the 
large scheme for making a good modem harbour at Takow, details of 
which were given in the trade report of this district for 1908. In 1912 
the main works will be completed, after which it will be possible to 
handle 450,000 tons of cargo annually. 

Eight steamers of 400 feet in length will be able to be berthed along¬ 
side the quays simultaneously, while buoys for separate mooring of 
three more steamers will be provided. 

The blasting of the sunken rocks at the entrance is proceeding, and 
has been very successful so far. 

Anping, a badly-situated open roadstead, will probably no longer 
be a place of call for other than an occasional tramp steamer. 

Railways .—As mentioned in the trade report for 1908, the Govern¬ 
ment railway on the west coast connecting the extreme north and south 
of the island, was completed in that year. Since then no further 
■extensions have taken place on this line, the improvements made being 
confined to an increase in the number of trains and an accelerationof the 
service. Two through trains now run daily between north and south, 
the quicker of the two doing the distance of 247 miles between Keelung 
and Takow in slightly under 14 hours. It is proposed to shorten this, 
when the time table is revised in April, by putting on an extra engine 
for the central part of the line, which has a steep gradient for several 
miles. 

On the east coast, slow progress, according to the scheme arranged, 
is being made with the line destined eventually to connect Pinan with 
Taihoku. There is a very small annual outlay provided for this work, 
and it will be many years before much progress is seen. 

Irrigation and electric power .—At the end of December, 1909, electric 
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light was first seen in South Formosa. The power station is situated at 
Chikushimon, a little to the east of Banshoryo, whence electric light and 
power will be supplied to the towns of Tainan, Anping, Hozan and 
Takow. An irrigating canal 42£ miles in length is also to be constructed 
here, and another, 85 miles long, to the south branch canals, drawing 
supplies from these main canals and destined to irrigate the whole 
neighbourhood. These canals will aggregate in length about four times 
that of the main canals. 

Arizan timber .—In the trade report for 1908 it was stated that, 
owing to complications with the Formosan Government concerning the 
exact terms of the timber concession, and also to an under-estimate of 
the total cost of the undertaking, the Fujita Gumi, who had planned 
and commenced work for the exploitation of the magnificent and rich 
forests of the Mount Ari district, decided to suspend operations during 
1908, so that the work had made no further progress. 

This question has not yet been settled, and the company meanwhile 
is devoting its attention to a more convenient concession further north. 

The difficulty lies in the amount of compensation to be given by the 
Government for the work already accomplished on their taking over the 
whole undertaking. 

It is expected that a settlement will be made shortly, and that the 
work of tapping this almost inexhaustible supply of magnificent timber 
will be commenced at no very distant date. No doubt the industry has 
a great and profitable future before it, when once the preliminary 
difficulties have been overcome, as the forests are some of the finest in 
the world both in quality and quantity. 

Pineapple industry .—Mention was made in the trade report for 
1908 of the pineapple canning industry at Hozan, where about 840 acres 
of land are said to be cultivated for the purpose. At present this indus¬ 
try is not in a very hopeful condition ; in fact, during 1909, work was 
altogether stopped for some time. The price of sugar in Formosa, owing 
to the protection afforded, makes it almost impossible to compete with 
foreign manufacturers of preserved fruits. Sugar in Formosa, the very 
centre of the industry, is retailed at from two to three times the price 
obtained in the United Kingdom. Only small cans of preserved pine¬ 
apples are now being manufactured, there being no demand in Japan 
for the larger sizes. The total value exported to Japan is rather less 
than 3001. a year. 

Fibre for making grass-cloth, the other product of the pineapple 
plant, shows a slight increase this year. This is exported to China for 
manufacture, the industry not yet being established in Formosa. 

New industries established and projected. Rubber .—The prospects for 
rubber planting in South and Mid-Formosa are said to promise well. 
Wild rubber trees abound in some of the mountainous districts, and 
recently experiments in tapping these have been made. The juice 
extracted has been sent to Japan, where it is pronounced of good 
quality and of undoubted commercial value. 

In the Ako district, the authorities are experimenting in a small way, 
and a number of plants of the “ Ficus Flastea, Roxb.” are being raised 
for the purpose. Applications are said to have been sent in to the 
authorities for grants of uncultivated land for rubber plantations, and 
these are now ivfictferx onsiclep tion. 
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Sisal hemp .—In the south, near Ako and Koshun, the conditions are 
recognised as being peculiarly favourable for the planting of sisal hemp 
and the manufacture of fibre and Manila rope. A proposal is said to be 
on foot, backed by four or five large capitalists in Japan, for forming a 
company with a capita] of 2,000,000 yen (204,160Z.) for this purpose. 
The proposed site of the factory is not far from Ariko, near which place 
an area of about 15,000 acres of suitable uncultivated land is said to be 
available for planting sisal hemp. 

Slate. —Very extensive deposits of slate exist along the east coast of 
Formosa from Pinan to So-o, and operations for quarrying it were begun 
in January, 1909, at two places near Pinan. 

Great hopes are entertained for the future of the industry when 
initial difficulties have been overcome. 

At the places mentioned near Pinan, operations were stopped in 
September, 1909, owing to its being found that the veins of slate ran in 
awkward directions for quarrying, and the situation of the quarries 
making transport of the slate very difficult and expensive. During the 
nine months of work, about 100,000 slates were produced, valued at 
about 220i. at the quarry. The sizes varied from 7 by 5 in. to 14 by 6 in. 
with a thickness of £ to £ in. 

After the abandonment of this quarry, a new place in the same dis¬ 
trict conveniently situated near a river w r as found, and permission to 
commence work here from January, 1910, was obtained. Quarrying 
machinery of German manufacture and oil engines are being erected, 
and from March, 1910, a large output is expected. A big demand is 
anticipated from Formosa itself, which has taken all the small amount 
hitherto produced, and from Central and Western Japan; exports to 
Manchuria, Corea, &c., are also contemplated. 

Oil. —Experimental boring for oil is now being undertaken in several 
places among the foot-hills of the mountains of South Formosa, in many 
parts of which oil undoubtedly exists in large quantities. The large 
Hoden Oil Company of Japan is interested in this project, and supplies 
of raw oil are expected soon to be forthcoming. The quality of that so 
far obtained seems rather inferior, but suitable probably for mixing with 
other better oils. Small amounts of superior oil have, however, also 
been discovered, showing that it exists. 

Silk. —Wild mulberry trees grow in profusion in all the hilly districts 
around Banshoryo, but hitherto no attempt has been made to utilise 
them for silk culture. Experiments with silkworms were begun in this 
neighbourhood in the spring of 1909, and the results are said to have 
been excellent, the quality of the silk being good and the number of 
cocoons produced equal to that obtained in Japan. Considerable 
developments of this industry are expected. 

Summary of conditions and outlook in South Formosa. —The develop¬ 
ment of trade in South Formosa in 1909 has been a-steady continuation 
on the lines gradually evolved during the last few years. The sugar 
industry has thriven, and shows every prospect of continuing to 
develop fully up to the high expectations formed of it. Import and 
export trade, as the percentages given at the beginning of this report 
show, is now almost all in Japanese hands and with Japan, and is likely 
so to remain. 
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British residents .—During 1909, 31 British subjects were resident 
in this Consular district. 

Bate of exchange .—Throughout this report exchange has been 
calculated at the rate of 1 gold yen equals 2s. OJd. 

Source of. information .—The statistics annexed to this report have 
been obtained by access to the customs returns, not yet published, 
through the courtesy of the Japanese customs. 


Table 1.— Total Value of Trade with Japan and Foreign Countries 

during the Year 1909. 


Country. , 

i 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 


£ 

i 

£ 

1 £ 

Foreign countries— 

China ... ... 

157,140 

1 

33,923 

191,063 

United States, including Philippine 
Islands ... . •• ... ... 

59,711 


59,711 

United Kingdom and colonies, com¬ 
prising Hong-Kong only. 

Germany . 

Other countries . 

53,953 
48,806 ! 
46,898 

9,144 

2,001 

63,097 

48,806 

48,899 

Total. 

366,508 i 

45,068 

411,576 

Japan ... ... ... ... ... 

980,264 

2,720,490 

3,700,764 

Grand total. 

1,346,772 j 

2,766,658 j 

4,112,330 


Table 2 .—Trade with Japan and Foreign Countries during the 

Years 1907-09. 


Total Imports. 


i 

Country. ' 

1907. 

1 

1 

| 1908. 

i i 

! 

1909. 

Increase or 
Decrease 
in 1909 
compared 
with 1908. 

Foreign countries — 

£ 

. 

; £ 

i £ 

£ 

China . 

United States, including Philip-, 

140,488 

117,764 

i 

| 157,140 

+ 39,376 

pine Islands ... ... ... 

United Kingdom and colonies. 

66,805 

143,808 

I 

69,711 

1 

- 84,097 

comprising Hong-Kong only < 

62,433 

241,688 

63,953 

- 187,735 

Germany . 

16,917 

103,811 

48,806 

- 55,005 

Other countries . 

56,425 

164,376 

46,898 

- 117,478 

Total . 

323,068 

771,447 

366,608 

- 404,939 

Japan ... ... ... ...j 

702,345 

1 

768,135 

980,264 

+ 212,129 

Grand total ... ... 

1,026,413 

1,539,582 

1,346,772 

- 192,810 
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Table 3 .—Trade with Japan and Foreign Countries during the 

Years 1907-09. 


Total Exports. 


Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

Increase or 
Decrease 
in 1909 
compared 
with 1908. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Foreign countries— 


51,891 

33,923 


China ... .«. ... 

50,938 

!- 17,968 

United States, including Philip- 




i 

pine Islands. 

62 

870 


- 870 

United Kingdom and colonies, 





comprising Hong-Kong only 

15,683 

9,981 

9,144 

837 

Other countries. 

1,638 

3,069 

2,001 

i- 1,068 

Total . 

68,321 

65,811 

45,068 J 

|- 20,743 

i Japan ••• ••• »** 

1,138,871 

1,462,699 

2,720,490 

+ 1,257,791 

Grand total . 

1,207,192 

1,528,510 


+ 1,237,048 
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Return showing Principal Articles of Import from Foreign Countries 
and Japan into the Open Ports of Anping and Takow, &c.— 
continued. 


( b ) Imports from Japan. 


Articles, 


1908. 

1909. 

Average, 

Five 

Increase or Decrease 
in 1909 compared 
with— 


Years 

1904-08. 


1908. 

Average, 
Five Years 
19044)8. 

Beer ... ••• • • • 

• • • 

£ 

10,629 

£ 

9,641 

£ 

7,704 


£ 

988 



Cement and lime 

• • • 

21,198 

61,869 

12,481 

+ 

30,661 

+ 

39,378 

Cotton piece-goods... 

• • • 

9,827 

112,296 

55,667 

+ 102,469 

+ 

56,629 

Drugs and medicines 

• • • 

17,100 

17,665 

8,132 

+ 

555 

+ 

9,523 

Fish, salt and dried ... 

• • • 

47,960 

68,062 

16,726 

+ 

20,102 

+ 

61,336 

Matches •. • ... 

• • • 

18,124 

21,377 

15,792 

+ 

3,253 

+ 

5,585 

Metalware . 

• • • 

26,777 

63,884 

20,963 

+ 

28,107 

+ 

32,921 

Paper . 

• • • 

13,091 

14,654 

8,120 

+ 

1,663 

+ 

6,634 

Provisions, tinned, &c. 

• • • 

7,997 

94,539 

14,520 

+ 

86,542 

+ 

rmv» 

Railway materials ... 

• • • 

18,366 

40,804 

13,876 

+ 

22,449 

+ 

26,928 

„ machinery 

• • • 

6,846 

3,902 

7,497 

— 

2,943 

— 


Rice. 

• • • 

4,071 

6,781 

4,111 

+ 

1,710 

+ 

1,670 

Sak6 ... ... ... 

• * • 

27,601 

33,260 

20,966 

+ 

6,749 

f + 

12,294 

Soy ... ... ••• 

« • • 

6,866 

8,362 

4,742 

+ 

1,497 

+ 

3,620 

Timber and planks ... 


96,958 

63,494 

61,328 

— 


+ 

12,166 

Tobacco (cigarettes) 


10,803 

12,500 

18,898 

+ 

1,697 

— 

6,398 

Cuttle fish . 

• • 

2,640 

12,311 

3,768 

+ 

9,771 

+ 

8,543 

Class and glassware 

• • 

6,061 

7,862 

3,359 

+ 

1,791 

+ 

4,493 

Beans, peas and other grains 

2,770 

1,981 

1,680 

— 


+ 

301 

Coal ... ... ... 

• • • 

16,526 

30,618 

7,978 

+ 

13,992 

+ 

22,540 

Miscellaneous 


398,137 

316,542 

220,121 

— 

82,696 

+ 

96,421 

Total 


768,136 

980,264 

618,419 

+ 212,129 

+ 461,846 
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Table 6.—Return showing Principal Articles of Import into the 
Ports of Toko, Toseki and Makyu (Pescadores) during the 
Year 1909. 


Articles. j 

Toko. 

Toseki. 

Makyu. 

Total. 



£ 


£ 


£ 

i 

i 

£ 

Floor ... Cwts. 
Provisions, as* 

179 

91 


• • • 

3,376 

2,212 

3,554 

I 

2,303 

sorted 


369 

... 

98 

... 

3,687 


4,144 

Rice ... Cwts. 
Metals and 

• • « 

• • • 


# • • 

4,449 

2,577 

4,449 

2,577 

metalware ... 
Cotton piece- 

• • • 

107 

... 

304 

• # • 

895 

I 

1,306 

goods 

... 

8 

i 

340 

... 

2,313 

... 

2,661 

Sak6 ... ... 

Timber and 

... 

... i 

! 

i 

! 

... 

• • • 

1,194 

i 

... 

1,194 

planks 

... 

672 

... 

5,197 

i 

... i 

2,116 

... 

7,895 

Iron pans Cwts. 
Kerosene 

1,609 

1 ’ 

i 

1,098 

2,402 

1,382 

i 

521 

325 

4,492 

2,805 

Gallons 

2,200 

72 

1,695 

59 

23,915 

727 

27,810 

858 

Porcelain and 
earthenware... 
Paper (includ- 

i 

1 

1,169 

... 

1,975 

... | 

502 

... 

3,646 

ing joss- 

paper) 

i... 

269 


971 

! 

573 

! 

1,813 

Miscellaneous ... 

i 

2,461 

... 

4,185 

• • • 

8,914 

a •• 

15,560 

Total 

• • • 

• 

6,306 

• • • 

1 14,421 

! 

1 

i 26,035 

1 

1 

i 

i 

46,762 


Table 7.— Retuun showing Principal Articles of Expor , from the 
Ports of Toko, Toseki and Makyu (Pescadores) during the 
Year 1909. 


Article*. Toko. j Toseki. j (bJESSSSb.). ‘ TotoL 


Rice— 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Hulled 

3,308 

844 

3,674 

992 


• • • 

6,982 

1,836 

Unhulled 

4,-91 

672 

02 

19 

• • • 

... 

4,283 

691 

Seeamum seed ... 

701 

340 

9,019 

3,413 

147 

69 

0,867 

3,822 

Lungan, dried ... 

... 

• ♦ • 

499 

175 

• • • 

... 

499 

175 

Hemp . 

72 

105 

37 

59 

21 

27 

130 

191 

Oilcake. 

... 

... 

16,163 

1,502 

13,036 

2,805 

29,199 

4,307 

Peas . 

191 

55 

4,848 

1,177 

1,376 

559 

6,415 

1,791 

Miscellaneous ... 

• • • 

695 

... 

1,581 

• • * 

3,649 

... 

5,925 

Total 

_ 1 

2,711 

*. • 

8,918 

• • • 

7,109 


18,738 
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Table 8.—Return of all Shipping (exclusive of Junks, Coastwise) 
at the Ports of Toko, Toseki and Makyu (Pescadores) during 
the Year 1909. 


Entered (Junks). 




Japanese. 

Chinese. 

Total. 

Port 


i 


I 

i 

| 



Vessels, j Tonnage. 

Vessels.^ Tonnage. 

| Vessels. 

1 

^ Tonnage. 

Toko 


1 ! 

6 1 

150 

i 

34 533 

40 

683 

Toseki 

• • •; 

3» , 

820 

97 1 2,222 

13G 

3,048 

Makyu (Pescadores) j 

28 | 

540 

10 | 139 

' 38 

679 

Total ... 

• # •! 

!. 73 j 

1,516 

141 2,894 

214 

4,410 


* Note. —84 .Japanese coasting steamers of 123,452 tons entered and cleared at 
the port of Makyu (Pescadores) during the year 1909. At the other j>orts 
mentioned no steamers entered or cleared, junks only being permitted at these 
semi-open ports for foreign trade. 
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Table 9.—Return of all Shipping at the Open Ports of Anping 
and Takow during the Years 1908-09. 

Entered. 


Steam. Sailing, i Total. 


Nationality. 

Year. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign-going— 

British. 

1908 

16 

39,017 



16 

39,017 


1909 

5 

20,835 

• • • 


5 

20,835 

German . 

1908 

3 

8,162 

• «• 

• • • 

3 

8,162 


1909 

10 

11,129 

... 

... 

10 

11,129 

Danish. 

1909 

1 

2,488 

... • 

... 

1 

2,488 

Norwegian 

1908 

4 

3,519 

... 

... 

4 

3,519 

Japanese . 

1908 1 

50 

59,616 

... 

... 

50 

59,616 

1909 

69 

99,589 



69 

99,589 

Total . 

1908 

73 

110,314 

... 

... 

73 

110,314 


1909 

85 

134,041 

... 

... 

85 

134,041 

Coasting— 

Japanese . 

1908 

336 

530,181 



336 

530,181 

1909 

522 

752,728 

... 

... 

522 

752,728 

Junks, foreign-going— 








British. 

1908 

.. . 

... 

O 

+* 

36 

2 

36 


1909 


... 

1 

46 

1 

46 

Japanese . 

i 1908 

... 

... 

87 

2,433 

87 

2,433 

1909 


... 

70 

1,956 

70 

1,956 

Chinese. 

1908 


... 

113 

3,316 

113 

3,315 


1909 



87 

2,684 

87 

2,584 

Total . 

1908 


... 

202 

5,784 

202 

5,784 


1909 


... 

158 

4,586 

158 

4,586 

Recapitulation — 








Foreign-going . 

1908 

73 

110,314 

... 

... 

73 

110,314 


1909 

85 

134,041 

... 

•.. 

; 85 

; 134,041 

Coasting . 

1908 

336 

530,181 

... 

i 

33C 

530,181 


1909 

522 

752,728 

... 


i 522 

752,728 

Junks, foreign-going ... 

1908 

... 

... 

202 

5,784 

202 

: 5,784 


1909 


... 

158 

4,586 

158 

| 4,586 

Grand total 

1908 

409 

640,495 

202 

5.784 

611 

646,279 


1909 

i 

607 

886,769 

158 

4,686 

i 765 

i 

i 

891,355 
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Reports of the Annual Series have been recently issued from Ilia Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular ()Hirers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title-iwge:— 


Brin* 

Abyssinia ... 4357 Abyssinia, Trade, 19o7-n8 ... l *«I 
ARGENTINE 4i#»4 Buenos Ayres. Trade, 19n7 ... 2d 

ltKI'UtsLIC 4340 Ihwtiirio. Tin.lt*, 19o8. 2d 

Austria- 4.’W7 Austria-Hungary. Finances, 

Hungary 19us-o9... *.I'M 

4369 Trieste. Trade aunt Com¬ 
merce, 1.1 

4429 Hungary. Trade, 1908-09 ... 2.>l 

4446 Bosnia-Uerzcgov ilia, Ac*. 

Truth.* and Coiuimr’f, 19»>9 I.M 
Bahrain 4161 Bull ruin Islands. Trade, 

Inlands ioo7-o8.:M 

Belgium ... 4351 Belgium. Trade, 1908 ami 

Hist half of l‘>n* .‘1*1 

4405 Antwerp. Shipping and 

Navigation, 1909 2.M 

Bolivia ... 4310 La Paz. Trade, 1902.ljd 

Borneo ... 3715 British North Borneo. Trade, 

1906 .Id 

Brazil ... 43.‘t8 Pernambuco. Trade, 1908 ... 4d 

4352 Brazil. Trade, 1906 ... ... vd 

4435 Pernambuco. Trade, 1909 ... 2d 
Bulgaria ... 4132 Bulgaria. Trade, lyu7 ... 3'd 

Chile .4337 Chile. Trade, 1908 4j.l 

43*8 Iquique. Trade, 1908.2Jd 

CHINA.4326 China. Foreign trade, 1902... 4d 

4419 Changsha. Trade, 1909 ... .‘hi 

4120 Wuhu. Trade, 1909 . 2d 

4424 Chinkifvnc. Trade, 1909 ... 4.M 

4422 Ichatig. Trade, 1909.ad 

4428 Chcloo. Trade, 1909 ... ... 4hl 

4440 Newchwang. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

4442 Nanking. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

Chinpe ... 3721 Clilnde. Trntle, 1905 . 3d 

Colombia ... 4195 Santa Marta. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

4100 Cartagena. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

Corea . 4340 Corea. Trade. 1908 2^1 

Covi’A RICA ... 4321 Costa Kir*. Trade, 1908 ... Id 

Crete . 4238 Crete. Trntle, 1908 5d 

Cura . 4427 Culm. Tradeund Commerce, 

1909 Id 

Denmark ... 4307 FaroeIslands, Ac. Trade, 19o8 l£d 

4402 Denmark, Finances, I‘.iu8-u9, 

Ac.2id 

Ecuador ... 4335 Ktmador. Trade, 1908... ... hi 

Koybt ... ... 4324 Alexitmli in. Trade, 1908 ... fiAd 

4328 Port. Said. Trade, 1908 ... 5d 

France ... 4375 Madagascar. Trade, 19 >8 ... 24d 

4277 Indo-China. Trade, 1908 ... 3Id 

4380 Marlinitjue. Trade,.1908 ... ljd 

4385 France. Foreign trade, 1908 

and first six months of 19o9 2|d 
4422 New Caledon in. Trade, 1909 3d 
4450 Ih-tinion. Trade, 1909 ... Id 

4455 Havre. Trade and Com¬ 

merce, 19**9 ... 0*d 

4456 Bon leans. Trade, 1909 ... 4*1 

Germany ... 4314 Dant/ig. Tratle, 1902.4$tl 

4>125 Frankfort. Tratle and Com¬ 
merce, 1908 8d 

4320 llamhurg. Trade, 1908 ... 5d 

4393 German Empire. Finances, 

1909 3*1 

4428 German South-West Africa. 

Trade, 11* >9 2d 

4430 German New Guinea. Tratle, 

1909 Id 

Greece ... 4289 Greece. Finances, 1907-08 ... 7hl 

4443 The Cyclades. Trade, 1909 ... 4d 

4441 Morea, At*. Tratle and Com¬ 

merce, 1909 2Jd 

4458 Corfu. Tratle ami Commerce, 

1909 2d 

GUATEMAUL ... 4339 Quezaltenango. Trade, 1908 jd 

4384 Guatemala. Trade anti Com¬ 
merce, 1908 3d 

Hayti A Santo 4447 Hayti and Santo Domingo. 

DoMINOo Tratle, 1909 .. 4id 

Honduras ... 4300 Honduras. Trade, 1908 Id 

Italy ... ... 4401 Florence. Tratle and Com¬ 
merce, 1908 4jd 

4406 Venice. Trade and Com¬ 
merce, 1908-09 2id 

4431 Genoa. Trade, 1909 . 

4441 Sicily. Trade and Commerce, 

1909 M 


Price 

Japan ... ... 4319 Japanese Budget, 1909-10 ... 2d 

4372 Dairrn. Tratle, 1908 . 4tl 

4.1*2 Yokohama. Trade, 1908 ... 2.',«l 

4439 Hakodate. Tratle, 1909 ... 5d 

•1I5L Nagasaki. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

Mexico ... 4258 Vera Cruz. Trade, 1908 ... 2tl 

4287 Mexico. Trade. 1908 . 4d 

4118 Progreso. Trade, 1909 ... M 

4152 Tampico. Trade, 1909 ... hi 

4151 Colima. Trade, 1909 . lid 

Morocco ... 43»13 Morocco. Tratle, 1907 ... 3jd 

4.390 Tangier. Tratle, 190H.4d 

Muscat ... 4392 Muscat. Trade. 1908-09 ... Id 

Netherlands 4112 Unttenlani. Tratle, 19o9 ... 24d 

4415 Amsterdam. Trail**, 1909 ... 2*d 

4134 Java. Tratle and Commerce, 

1909 .fid 

Norway ... 4171 Norway (Supplementary,). 

Trade, 1907 2t\ 

4278 Norway. Trade, 1908.3Jd 

Panama ... nil Panama. Tratle, 1907. 3d 

Paraguay ... 43*»2 Paraguay. Tratle, J9U8 ... 3d 

Persia ... 4381 Astarahaid. Truth*, Ac., 1908... 2‘d 

4.396 Seist.au ami Kaiu. Tratle, 

1908- 09 . 3^(1 

4397 Bushire. Tratle, 1908-09 ... 4d 

4392 Braid, and Abtaral>wl. Trade, 

1907-09 . 0d 

4437 Bunder Ahlias, Ac. Trade amt 

Commerce, 19U2-IW. 4d 

Peru . 4423 Peru. Tratle, Ac., 1908-09 ... 3d 

Portugal ... 4413 Azores. Trade and Com¬ 
merce, 1909 2d 

4430 Mozambique. Trade and Com¬ 
merce, 1909 4d 

Roumania **» 4445 Roumania. Tratle, 1909 ... 3’d 

Kl’HHIA. ♦ • ••• 4868 Riga. Trade and Commerce, 

1903 4id 

4370 St. Petersburg. Trade, 1908... fi}<l 

4152 Vladivostok. Tratle, 1908 09 3id 

4457 Batonm. Tratle, 1909. 3jd 

Saxony ... 3770 Chemnitz. Tratle, 1906 ... 54d 

Servia ... 4221 Servia. Finances, 1909 ... Id 

4373 Servia. Trade, 1908 .ljd 

Siam . 4404 Chum)iawu. Trade, 1908 juii1 

part of 1909 2Ad 

4417 Bangkok. Tratle, 1908-09 ... 3d 

Spain .44u9 Spanish Possessions. Trade, 

1909 Id 

4421 Spain. Trade, 1909 . 3d 

4448 Canary Islands. Trade and 

Commerce, 1909 2|d 

Sudan . 4407 Port Sudan. Tratle, 19o9 ... id 

Sweden ... 4352 Gothenburg. Trade, 1903 ... 2d 

4414 Swedish Budget, 1911.1[ 

Switzerland 4394 Switzerland. Trade, 1903 .... 2| 

Tunis . 4297 Tunis. Tratle, 1908 .. 

Turkey ... 4293 Damascus. Tratle, 1908 ... Id 

4315 Trcbizond. Trade, 1908 ... 3d 

4329 Beirut. Trade, 1908 . 3ld 

4354 Baghdad. Trade, 1908 ... 4jd 

4359 Salonica. Trade, 1908. 4d 

4364 Smyrna. Trade and Com¬ 
merce, 1908 2d 

4389 Erzeroum. Trade, 1908 ... 3Jd 

United 4383 Philippine Islands. Trade 

States and Commerce, 1908 ... 3id 

4408 New York, Ac. Trade, 1909... 2jd 

4416 Savannah. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

4425 Galveston. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

4426 Baltimore. Trade, 1909 ... 3d 

4433 Porto Ilico. T - de and Com¬ 
merce, 1909 . ... 3M 

4459 San Francisco. Trade, 1909... 3d 
Uruguay ... 4320 Uruguay. Trade, lw>8 ... 3id 
4399 Uruguay (Supplementary). 
Trade, 1907-08, and Finances, 

1909- 10 .Id 

Venezuela ... 4349 Venezuela, Ac. Trade, 1906-06 3$d 

4411 Ciudad Bolivar. Trade, 1909 3d 

West Africa 4449 Liberia. Trade, 1109.fi)d 

Western 4170 Friendly Islands. Trade, 1907 Id 
Pacific 4274 Friendly Islands. Trade, 1908 Id 
Wurtemusro 3766 Wurtemberg. Trade and Agri¬ 
culture, 1904 I ess ••• ••• Id 

Zanzibar ... 4312 Zanzibar. Trade, 1908 ... 3|d 
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